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I1᷑—Qis ultimately for them that the laws hape thrown extraor- 
dinary. fences around the perſon and authority of the King, and 
that all attempts againſt the one or the other are conſidered as the 

higheſt crimes which can be committed, and are er with a 
ſeverity which nothing but the ſalut populi can juſtifſ ß. 
The buſineſs of this day calls upon me (in order that you may 
the better underſtand the ſubject which is to come before you) to 
ogen to you the nature of that offence, which I have before ſpoken 
%% OG FOE ER RT ro er 
An ancient ſtatute, 25 Edward III. has declared and defined it. 
I ſhall ſtate to you ſo much of that declaration and definition as 
+ x yok to me to have any probable. relation to the buſineſs of 
this day. 5 8 OIL”; 8 : . 
By x ſtatute it is declared to-be-High-Treaſon. © to compaſs 
« or imagine the death of the King,” provided ſuch compaſſing 
and imagination be manifeſted hy ſome act or acts proved (by 
two witneſſes) to have been done by the party accuſed in proſe- 
cution of that compaſſing and imagination; that is, from the 
moment that this wicked imagination of the heart is acted 
| upon, that any fleps are taken in oy manner conducing to 
the bringing about and effecting the deſign, the intention be- 
comes the crime, and the meaſure of it is full. 


| Theſe acts or ſteps are technically denominated overt acts, and 
5 the forms of proceeding in caſes of this nature require that theſe 
- _ overt acts ſhould be particulaily ſet forth in every ingictment of 


treaſon; and, from the nature of them, they muſt conſtitute the : 


* 


principal head of enquiry for the Grand Jur. 


* «En : 


5 Theis overt acts involve in them two diſtin conſiderations: 
Ãſt, Phe matter of ſact of which they conſiſt ; in the next place, 
the relation of that fa to the deſign. e 
Wich reſpect to the mere matter of fact, it will be for the 
Srand Jury to enquire into the true ſtate of it, and I can have 
very little to offer to your conſideration reſpeRing it; and with . 
reſpect to che queſtion, whether the fact has relation to the deſign © __ 
| ſo as to conſtitute an overt act of this ſpecies of :reaſon, which 
_  -Jjnvolves conſiderations both of fact and of law, it is impoſſible 
«that any certain rule ſhould be laid down for your government: 
oyert acts being in their nature all the poſſible means which may 
be uſed in the proſecution of the end propoſed, they can be no 
other wiſe defined, and muſt remain for ever-infinitely various. 
+ Thus fax I can inform you, that occaſions have unhappily but 
00 frequently brought overt acts of this ſpecies of treaſon under 
3 + conſideration ; in conſequence. of which we are furniſhed with FIVE 
Judicial opinions upon many of them; and we are alſo furniſhed 
with opinions (drawn from theſe ſources) of text writers, ſome of - 
the wiſeſt and moſt enlighteged men of their time, whoſe inte- 
3 5 Sq Gt grity 25 


. „„ 
830 bes been always conſidered. as the rooſt procncntfeatans+ 
of their character, and whoſe doctrines do now form great land- 
marks, by which poſterity will be enabled to trace, with a great 
degree of. certainty, the boundary lines between High "Treaſon. 

and offences of W i 

It is a fortunate cireumſtance that we are thus aſſiſted; for it 

is not to be diſſembled, that though the crime of High Treaſon 
is * the greateſt crime againſt faith, duty, and human ſociety,“ 
and though © the public is qeeply intereſted in every proſecution 
4 of this kind well founded,“ there hath been, in the beſt times, 4 

_ confiderable degree of jealouſy on the ſubject of proſecutions fer 
High Freaſon; they are ſtate proſecutions, and the conſequences. 

10. the party accuſed are penal in the extreme. 


© Jurors and Judges ought to feel an extraordinary anxiety that 
proſecutions of this nature ſhould proceed * ſolid grounds... 
can eaſily conceive therefore, that it muſt be a great relief to 
Jurors: placed in the reſponſible fituation in which you now 
ſtand, bound to do juſtice to their country and to the parties ac- 
cufed; and. anxious to diſcharge this el faithfully ; fure 1 am 
that it is conſolation and comfort to us, who have upon us the 
reſponſibility of declaring what the law is in caſes in which the 
public and he individual are fo deeply intereſted; to have ſuch 
men as the great Sir Matthew Hale, and an eminent Judge of 
dur own times, who, with the experience of à century, concurs 
Vith him in opinion, Sir Michael Foſter, for our guides. 
To proceed by ſteps— From theſe writers upon the law of 
Treaſon (who ſpeak, as I have before obſerved, upon the autfo-- 
rity of adjudged caſes) we learn, that not only acts ber een 5 
and direct attempt againſt the King's life are overt acts of com- 
paſſing his death, but that all the remoter ſteps taken with a vie 5 
to aſſiſt to bring about the actual attempt, are equally overtacls _ »_ 
ol this ſpecies of treaſon; even the meeting and the conſulting | 
what ſtep ſhould be taken in order to bring about the end pro- 
poſed, has been always deemed to-be an act done in proſecution 
of the deſign, and as ſuch an overt act of this treaſon This is our 
firſt ſtep in the preſent enquiry. I proceed ta obſerve, that the __ 
overt acts IJ have been now ſpeaking of have reference, -nearer- 
bor more remote, to a direct and immediate attempt upon the life 
of the King; but that the ſame authority informs us, that they. _ 
who aim directly at the life of the King (ſuch, for inſtance, as 
the perſons who were concerned in the aſſaſſination plot in the 
reign of King William) are not the only perſons who can be ſaid 
to compals or imagine the death of the King. The entering 
% into meaſures which, in the nature of things, or in the comw⸗- 
mon experience of mankind, do obviouſly tend to bring the life 
of the King into danger, is alſo compaſſing _— CO 
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y, that the complication, and 40 
enormous extent of ſuch a, defign will not prevent it 's bein 
e ſeen, that “ the compaſſing and.) imagining he ech of 
« tf he King i is involved in it, is in truth of it's very. 1 Inv 

This 3s too plain a caſe to require. further eee from 
ane. If any man of plain ſenſe, but not en Ne ſubjec 
of . this Put. ſhould feel himſelf, diſpoſed to aſk whether a, con- 
piracy | of this nature is to be reached by. this medium only; 
FMhether-it.is a ſpecific. treaſon to, compaſs and imagine che death 
of the King, and ne a ſpecific treaſon to conſpire. to Aar = 
gnonarchy.ufelf ; I anſwer, that the ſtatute .of Edward III. by 
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elt there; and i at, as upon every principle of public policy and 
are punilliaBle as traiterous attempts againſt tlie 


nature of the traiterous attempt, fall within one or other of the 

fie afons againlt the King, declared by the ſtatute of 25 
Y 19 1 1 l. r 5 greateſt of all tr : 
. „ CS ents Es 5 
eptlemep, I preſurie I hardly ticed give you this caution, 
though it has been een declared 

that there do exiſt in this country men capable o meditating 
the defifuction of the conttiforian under which we lire; chat d. 


n conſequence of that declaration it became a public and in- 
q Majlty to inſtitate this ſolemn proceed= 

ing, and to impoſe upon go the painful taſk of examining the 
i ons, e brought before you; but it wall be 
your duty to examine them in a regular judicial courſe, that is, 
yy hearing the evidence, and forming your own judgment upon 
And here, as I do not think it neceſſary to trouble you with 
obſervations upon the other branches of the ſtatute 25 Edw. III. 
the charge to the Grand Inqueſt might conclude, had not the 
particular nature of the conſpiracy, alledged to have been formed 
againſt the ſtate, been diſcloſed, and made matter of public no- 
toriety by the Reports of the two Houſes of Parliament, now in 
Every one's hands: but that being the caſe, I am apprehenſive 
that I ſhall not be thought to have fulfilled the duty, which the 
| Judge obwes to the Grand Jury, when queſtions in the criminal 
aw ariſe on new and cxtraor _ eales of fact; if I did not 
plainly and diſtinctiy tate what I conceive the law to be, or 


what doubts I conceive may ariſe in law, upon the facts which 
are likely to be laid before you, according to the different points 
of view in which thoſe facts may appear to you. 
It is matter of public notoriety that there have been Aſſocia. 
tions formed in this country, and in other parts of the kingdom, 
the profelled-purpoſe of which has been'a change in the onſti- 
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tution of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, and the obtaining 
of Annual Parliaments; and that to ſome of theſe Aſſociations, 
other purpoſes, hidden under this veil, purpoſes the moſt traiter- 

- ous,. have been imputed ; and that ſome of theſe Aſſociations 
have been ſuppoſed to have actually adopted meaſures of ſuch, a 
nature, and to have gone into ſuch exceſſes, as will amount to 


„ 


the crime of High Treaſon. Lg T 
If there be ground to conſider. the profeſſed purpoſe of any of 
theſe Aſſociations, .** a Reform in Parliament,” as mere colour, 
and as a pretext held out in order to cover deeper deſigns de- 
ſigns againſt the whole Conſtitution, and Government of the. 
country; the cafe of thoſe embarked in ſuch deſigns is that, 
which | bave already conſidered. Whether this be fo, or not, 
3s mere matter of fact; as to which I ſhall only remind you, that 
an inquiry into a charge of this nature, which undertakes to 
make aut that the oſtenſible purpoſe is a mere veil, under which 
is concealed a traiterous conſpiracy, requires cool and deliberate” 
examination, and the moſt attentive conſideration ; 'and that the 
reſult ſhould. be perfectly clear and ſatistatory. In theaffairs of 
common life, no man is juſtified in imputing to another a mean - 
ing contrary to what he bimſelf expreſſes, but upon the fulleſt 
evidence. On the other hand, where the charge can be made 
out, it is adding to the crime meditated the deepeſt diſſimulation 
. and treachery, with reſpect to thoſe Individual, who may be 
drawn in to embark in the oſtenſible purpoſe, as well as to the 
3 7 againſt which this dark myſtery of wickedneſs is fabri- 
. Cated. 1 3 2 
But if we ſuppoſe theſe Aſſociations to adhere to the profeſſed 
| Purpoſe, and to have no other primary object; it may be aſked, 
is it poſſible, and (it it be poſſible) by. what proceſs is it, “ that 
an Aſſociation for the Reform of Parliament can work itſelf up to the 
crime of High Treaſon? All men may, nay, all men muſt, if they 
poſſeſs the faculty of thinking, reaſon upon every thing which 
ſufficiently intereſts them to become objects of their attention; 
and among the objects of the attention of free men, the princi- 
ples of Government, the conſtitution of particular Governments, 
and, above all, the Conſtitution of the Government under 
which they live, will naturally engage attention, and provoke - 
| ſpeculation. The power of communication of thoughts and opi- 
*mmions is the gift of God, and the freedom of it is the ſource of all 
ſcience, the firſt fruits and the ultimate happineſs of fociety ; and 
therefore it. ſeems to follow, that human laws ought nat fo inter- 
. nay, cannot interpoſe, to prevent the communication of 
flentiments and opinions in voluntary aſſemblies of men; all 
which is true, with this. ſingle reſervation, that thoſe Aſſemblies 
ae to be ſo compeſed, and ſo conducted, as nat to endanger the public 
„ 5 | "LO. peace 


1 „„ 
peace and good order of the Government under which they live; and I 
ſhall not ſtate to you that aſſociations and atſemblies of men, for 
the purpoſe of obtaining a Reform in the interior Conſtitution of 
the Britiſh Parliament, are ſimply unlawful ; but, on the other 
hand, I muſt ſtate to you, that they may but too eaſily degenerate, 
and become unlawful, in the higheſt degree, even to the enor- 
mous extent of the crime of High 'I reaſon. .. ONE” 
The proceſs is very ſimple: Let us imagine to ourſelves this 
. Caſe : A few well-meaning men conceive that they and their fel- 
low ſubjects labour under ſome grievance ; they aſſemble peace- 
ably to deliberate en the means of obtaining redreſs ; the num-. 
bers increaſe ; the diſcuſſion grows animated, eager, aud violent; 
a raſh meaſure is propoſed, adopted, and acted upon; who can 
ſay where this ſhall ſtop, and that theſe men, who originally aſ- 
ſembled peacezbly, thall not finally, and ſuddenly too, involve 
_ themſelves in the crime of High Treaſon. It is apparent how 
_ ealily an impetuous man may precipitate ſuch Aſſemblies into 
crimes of unforeſeen magnitude, and danger to the ſtate: but, let 
it be conſidered, that bad men may alſo find their way into ſuch 
Aſſemblies, and uſe the innocent purpoſes of their aſſociation as 
the {talking horſe to heir purpoſes of a very different complexion. 
How eaſy for ſuch men to practiſe upon the credulity and the 
enthuſiaſm of honeſt men, lovers of their country, loyal to their 
prince, but eagerly bent upon ſome ſpeculative improvements in 
the frame, and internal mechaniſm of the Government? If we 
ſuppoſe bad men to have once gained an aſcendancy in an Aſſem- 
bly of this deſcription, popular in it's conſtitution, and having 
popular objects; how eaſy is it for ſuch men to Plunge ſuch an 
aſſembly into the moſt criminal exceſſes? Thus far I am ſpeak- 
ing in general, merely to illuſtrate the propoſition, that men who 
aſſemble in order to procure a Reform of Parliament may involve 
themſelves in the guilt of High Treaſon. | Y 
I he notoriety to which I have alluded leads me to ſuppoſe, 
that the project of a Convention“ of the people, to be aſſem- 
bled under the advice and direction of ſome of theſe ſocieties, cr 
of delegations from them, will be the leading fact, which will 
be laid before you in evidence, reſpecting the conduct and mea- 
ſures of theſe Aſſociations; a project, Which perhaps, in better 
times, would have been hardly thought worthy of grave conſide- 
ration; but, in theſe our days, having been attempted to be put 
in execution in a diſtant part of the united kingdoms, and, witk 
the example of a neighbouring country before our eyes; is de- 
ſervedly become an object of the jealouſy of our laws: It will be 
your duty to examine the evidence on this head very 1 and 

to fift it to the bottom; to conſider every part of it in itſelf, and 
as it ſtands connected with other pats of it, and to draw the 
= 1 5 | e concluſion 
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concluſion of fact, as to the exiſtence, the nature, and the object 
of this project of a Convention, from the Whole. 5 
In the courſe of the evidence you will probably hear of bodies 
1 of men having been collected together, of violent reſolutions 
« yoted at theſe and at other meetings, of ſome aer of 
« offenſive weapons, and of the adoption of the language, and 
&« manner of proceeding of thoſe Conventions in France, which 
« have poſſeſſed themſelves of the Government of that country: 
F dwell not on theſe particulars, becauſe I conſider them, not as 
ſubſtantive Treaſons, but as circumſtances of evidence, tending 
to aſcertain the true nature of the object, which theſe perſons had 
in view, and alſo the true nature of this project of a Convention, 
atid to be conſidered by you in the maſs of that evidence; which 
evidence it does not falt within the province of the charge to con- 
ſider in detail; my preſent duty is, to inform you what the law is 
upon the matter of fact, which in your judgment ſhall be the re- 
ſult of the evidence. 55 
1 preſume that I have ſufficiently explained to you, that à pro- 
ect to bring the people together in convention in imitation of thoſs 
Natimal Conventions which we have heard of in Frunce in order ta 
| ys the government of the country, and any one flep laben towards 
bringing it about, ſuch as for inſtance, “ Conſultations, forming 
% of committees to conſider of the means, acting in thoſe com- 
« mittees, would be a caſe of no difficulty that it would be the 
cleareſt High Treaſon ; it would be compaſſing and imagining the 
King's death, and not only his death, but the death and deſtruc- 
tion of all order, religion, laws, all property, all ſecurity for 
the lives and liberties of the king's ſubjects. | 9855 
That which remains to be conſidered is, © the project of a 
convention, having for it's ſole object the effecting a change in 
« the mode of repreſentation of the people in Pon and- 
&« the obtaining that Parliaments ſhould be held annually ;” and 
here there is room to diſtinguiſh. Such a project of a Con- 
vention, taking it to be criminal, may be criminal in different 
degrees, according to the caſe in evidence, from whence you are 
to collect the true nature and extent of the plan, and the manner 
in which it is intended to operate; and it will become a queſtion | 
of great impattance, under what claſs of crimes it ought to be 


ranged. 
| In determing upon the complexion and quality of this project 
of a Convention; you will lay down to yourſelves one rineiples 
Which is never to be departed from; That alterations in the re- 
preſentation of the people in Parliament, or in the law for holding: 
purliaments, can only be effected by the authority of the King, Lords, 
and Commons, in Parliament aſſembled. This being taken as a 
foundation; it ſeems to follow as a neceſſary conſequence, that 
oe; No „ « a project 
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a project of a Convention, which ſhould have for it's object 
* the obtaining a Parliamentary Reform without the authority - | 
of Parliament, and ſteps taken upon it, would be High Trraſan, 
% in all the actors in it;“ for this is a confpiracy to overturn 
the Government. The Government cannot be ſaid to exiſt, if 
the functions of Legiſlation are uſurped for a moment; and it 
then becomes of little conſequence indeed, that the original con- 
ſpirators, perhaps, had only meditated a plan of moderate reform: 
it is, in the nature of things, that the power ſhould go out of 
their hands, and be beyond the reach of their controul. A con- 
ſpiracy of this nature is therefore, at beſt, a conſpiracy to over- 
turn the Government, in order to new model it, which is, in 
effect, to introduce anarchy, and that which anarchy may chance 
to ſettle down into; after the King may have been brought to 
the ſcaffold, and after the country may have ſuffered all the mi- 
ſeries which diſcord, and civil war, ſhall have produced, 
Whether “ the project of a Convention, having for it's object 
« the collecting together a power, which ſhould overawe the 
_ © Legiſlative Body, and extort a Parliamentary Reform from 
it,“ it ated upon, will alſo amount to High Treaſon, and to 
the ſpecific ae. of compaſling and imagining the King's 
death, is a more doubtful] queſtion. Thus far is clear; a force 
pon the Parliament muſt be immediately directed againſt the 
ing, who is an integral part of it; it muſt reach the King. or 
it can have no effect at all. Laws are enacted in Parliament by 
the King's Majeſty, by and with the advice of the Lords and 
Commons, in Parliament aſſembled. A force meditated againſt 
the Parliament, is therefore a force meditated againſt the King, 
and ſeems to fall within the cafe of a force meditated againſt the 
King, to compel him to alter the meaſures of his Government: 
ibut, in that caſe, it does not appear to me that I am warranted 
by the authorities to ſtate to you, as clear law, that the mere 
conſpiracy to raiſe ſuch a force, and the entering into conſultations 
reſpecting it, will alone, and without actually raiſing the force, 
conſtitute the crime of High Treaſon, What the law is in that 
.caſe, and what will be the effect of the circumſtance of the 
force being meditated againſt the King in Parliament, againlt 
the King in the exerciſe of the royal function in a point, which 
is of the very eſſence of his monarchy, will be fit to be ſolemnly 
conſidered, and determined when the caſe ſhall ariſe. | 
It may be ſtated to you as clear, That “ the project of a 
« Convention, having for it's ſole object a dutiful and peaceable 
application to the wiſdom of Parliament on the ſubject of a 
„ wiſthed-for Reform, which application ſhould be entitled to 
« weight and credit from the univerſality of it, but ſhould ſtill 
leave to the Parliament the freeſt exerciſe of it's diſcretion 40 
Eͤö[ ; og 
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« grant or to refuſe the prayer of the petition,” 


(great as the 


reſponſibility will be on the perſons concerned in it, in reſpect 


of the many probable, and all the poſſible, bad conſequences of 
collecting a great number of people together ; with no ſpecific 


legal powers to be exerciſed, and under no eee but that 


of their own diſcretion,) “ cannot in itſel 


merit to be ranked 


% among that claſs of offences” which you are Now aſſembled 


to hear and determine. | 


Upon this laſt ſtatement of the fact of the caſe, I am not 
called upon, and therefore it would not be proper for me to ſay 


more. 


Gentlemen, You will now proceed upon the ſeveral articles 
of enquiry which have been given you in charge: If you find 


x 


that the parties, who ſhall be accuſed before you, have been pur- 
ſuing lawful ends. by lawful means, or have been only indiſcreet, 
or, at the worſt, if criminal, that they have not been criminal 


to the extent of thoſe treaſons to which our enquiries are 


CON=- 


fined, then ſay, that the bills which. ſhall be preſented to you 


are not true Bills: But, if any of the accuſed perſons ſhall appear 
to you to have been engaged in that traiterous and deteſtable con- 
ſpiracy deſcribed in the preamble of the late ſtatute ; or, if with-. 


out any formed deſign to go the whole length of that conſpiracy, 
they have yet acted upon the deſperate imagination of bringin 


about alterations in the Conſtitution of the Commons Houſe of 
Parliament, or in the manner of holding Parliaments without 


the authority of Parliament, and, in defiance of it, by an uſurped 
power, which ſhould, in that inſtance, ſuſpend the lawful au- 
thority of the King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament aſ- 
ſembled, and take upon itſelf the function of Legiſlation ; (Which 
Imagination amounts to a conſpiracy to ſubvert the exiſting laws 
and Conſtitution, differing from the former only in the extent of 
it's object, ) you will then do that which: belongs to your office ta do. 
In the third view of the caſe of the accuſed perſons ;z that is, 
if you find them involved in, and proceeding upon, a deſign to 
collect the people together againſt the legiſlative authority of the 
country, for the purpoſe, not of ufurping the functions of the 
Legiſlature, but of overawing the Parliament, and ſo compelling 
the King, Lords, and Commons, in Parliament afſembled, to 


enact a law for new modelling the Commons Houſe of 


Par- 


liament, or for holding annual Parliaments ; and that charges 


of High Treaſon are offered to be maintained againft them upon 


this ground only; perhaps it may be fitting that, in reſpect of the. 


extraordinary nature and dangerous extent, and very criminal com- 


plexion of ſuch a conſpiracy, that caſe, which I ſtate to you 


as 4 


new and a doubtful caſe, ſhould be put into a judicial courſe of 
enquiry,” that it may receive a ſolemn adjudication, whether 


40 it 


E 

« jt will, or will not, amount to High Treaſon,” in order to 
which the bills muſt be found to be true bills 
Gentlemen, I have not opened to you the law of Miſpriſian of 
Treaſon, becauſe I am not aware that there are any commit- 
ments for that offence; and therefore J have no reaſon to ſup- 
poſe that there will be any proſecution for that offence. It conſiſts 
of the concealment of treaſon committed by others, (which undoubt- 
edly it is every man's duty to diſcloſe,) and the puniſhment is 
extremely ſevere ; but the humanity of modern times hath uſually 
- Interpoſed, and I truſt, that the neceſſities of the preſent hour 
will not demand, that the law of Miſpriſion of Treaſon ſhould 
now be carried into execution. „ 

Gentlemen, I diſmiſs you with confident expectation that your 
judgment will be directed to thoſe concluſions, which may clear 
innocent men from all ſuſpicion of guilt, bring the guilty to condign _ 
puniſhment, preſerve the life of our Gracious Sovereign, ſecure the * 
 flability of our government. and maintain the public peace, in which 
comprehenſroe term is included the welfare and happineſs of the people 
under the protection of the laws and liberties of the kingdom, 5 
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_ The following is a copy of the INDICTMENT againft the 
PRISONERS accuſed of HIGH TREASON, 


. MIDDLESEX to wit, be it remembered that at a ſpecial 
ſeſſion of Oyer and Terminer of our Sovereign Lord the King, 
of and for the county of Middleſex, holden at the Seſſon-Houfe 
on Clerkenwell Green in the ſaid county, on Thurſday the ſe- 

cond day of October, in the thirty- fourth year of the reign of 
our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the grace of God, 
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, King, Defender of the 
Faith, and ſo forth; before the Right Honourable Sir James 
Eyre, Knight, Chief Juſtice of our ſaid Lord the King, of his 
Court of Common Pleas ; the Right Honourable Sir Archibald 
Macdonald, Knight, Chief Baron of our ſaid Lord the King, 
of his Court of , Exchequer; the Honourable Sir Beaumont 
Hotham, Knight, one of the Barons of our ſaid Lord the King, 
of his ſaid* Court of Exchequer ; the Honourable Sir Francis 
Buller, Baronet, one of the Jollices of our ſaid Lord the King, 
of his ſaid Court of Common Pleas ; the Honourable Sir Nath 
_ Groſe, Knight, one of the Juſtices of our ſaid Lord the King, 
aſſigned to hold Pleas before the King himſelf; the Honourable 
Sir Soulden Lawrence, Knight, one other of the Juſtices of . | 
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ſaid Lord the King, aſſigned to hold Pleas before the King him- 
ſelf, and others their — Juſtices, and Commiſſioners of 
our ſaid Lord the King, aſſigned by Letters Patent of our ſaid 
Lord the King under his Great Seal of Great Britain, made to 
them and others, and any three or more of them (of whom ne 
of them the aforeſaid Sir James Eyre, Sir Archibald Macdonald, 
Sir Beaumont Hotham, Sir Francis Buller, Sir Naſh Groie, 
and Sir Soulden Lawrence, our ſaid Lord the King willed ſhould 
be one) to inquire by the oath af good and lav ful men of the 
County of Middleſex, of all high treafons, in compaſſing or 
imagining the death of our Lord che King, levying war againſt 
our Lord the King in his realm, or in adhering to the enemies 
of our {aid Lord the King in his realm, giving to them aid and 
comfort in his realm or elſewhere, and of all mispriſions of ſuqh 
high trea ſons as aforeſaid, or of any of them within the county 
_ aforeſaid, (as well within liberties as without,) by -whamſoever, 
and in what manner ſoever done, committed, or perpetrated 
When, how, and after what manner, and of all other articles at 
circumſtances concerning the premiſes, and every, ar any of 
them, in any manner whatſoever, and the ſaid treaſons and miſ—- 
priſions of treaſons according to the laws and cuſtoms of Eng- 
land for this time, to hear and determine by the oath of Benjamin 
Winthrop, Eſquire, John Henry Schneider, Eſquire, Edward 
Ironſide, Eſquire, Benjamin Kenton, Eſquire, Rawſon Hart 
Boddam, Eſquire, John Aris, Eſquire, William Pardoe Allet, 
Eſquire, John Perry, Eſquire, Henry Peter Kuff, Eſquire, 
Thomas Winſlow, Efquire, Thome Cole, Eſquire, Samuel 
Hawkins, Eſquire, George Ward, Eſquire, Thomas Boddam, 
Eſquixe, Joleph Lancaſter, Eſquire, Robert Wilkinſon, Eſquite, 
George Galway Mills, Eſquire, Henry Wright, Eſquire, John 
Haichett, Eſquire, Rowland Stephenſon, Eſquire, and John 
Campbell, Eſquire, good and lawful men of the County atore- 
aid, now here ſworn, and charged to;inquire for our ſaid Lord 
the King for the body of the ſaid County touching and con- 
amin the premilſes in the ſaid Letters Patent uentioned. It 
is preſented in manner and form as followeth, (that is to ſay)) 
MIDDLESEX to Wit, THE JURORS for gur Sovereign 
Lord the King, upon their cath preſent, That Thomas Hardy, 
late of Weſtmiaſter, in the County of Middleſex, ſhoemakar, 
John Horne Tooke, late of Wimbleton, in the; County os, 
clexk, John Auguſtus Bonney, late of the pariſh .of Saint Giles 
in the Fields, in the County of Migdleſex aforeſaid, gentleman, 
[Stewart Kyd, late of London, Eſquire, Jeremiah Joyce, late of 
the pariſh of Saint Mary-le-Bone, thenwiſe Marybone, 0 :the 
County of Middleſex aforelaid, gentleman, Thomas Wardle, 
of. London, gentleman, Thomas Holergft, ee 
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of Salut Mary-le-Bofe, otherwiſe Marybone aforeſaid; in the 


County of Middleſex aforeſaid, gentleman, John Richter, lats 
of Weſtminſter, in the ſaid _ of Middleſex, gentſemam, 


Matthew Moore, late of Weſtminſter, in the County of Mid- 


dleſex afofeſaid, gentleman, John Thelwall; late of Weſtmin- 


ſter, in the County of Middleſex aforeſaid, gentleman, Richard 
Hodgſon, late of Weſtminſter, in the County of Middleſex 
aforèſaid, hatter, and John Baxter, late of the pariſh of Saint 


Leonard, Shoreditch, in the be og ue Middleſex aforeſaid; 
labourer, being ſubjects of our ſaid Lor 


me 


d the King, not having 
the fear of God in their hearts, nor weighing the duty of their 
allegiance, but being moved and ſeduced by the inſtigation of 


the devil, as falſe Traitors againſt our ſaid Lord the King, their 


. 


ſupreme, true, lawful, and undoubted Lord; and wholly withis 

drawing the cordial love and true and due obedience which every 
true and faithful ſubject of our ſaid Lord the King ſtiould, and 
of right ought to bear towards our ſaid Lord the King, and con- 
triving, and with all their ſtrength intending, trafterowlly to 


break and diffard the peice and common tranquility of this king 


dom of Great Britain, and to ſtir, move, and excite infiirreaion; 


rebellion, and war, againſt our ſaid Lord the King within this 
kingdom, and to fubvert and alter the legiſlature, rule, and g6- 


vernment, now duly and happily eſtabliſhed in this kingdori, 


and to depoſe our faid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, title, 


power, and government of this kingdom, and to bring and pur 


or faid Lord the King to death, on the firſt day of March, in 


the thirty=third year of the reign of out Sovereign Lord the h 


King, and 6h divers other days and times, as well before is 


after, at the pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid, in the County of Mid- 


_ diefex afofefaid, maliciouſſy and traiterouſſy, with force am 


arms, &c. did amongſt themſelves and together, with divers 
other falfs traitors; whoſe names are to the ſard Jurors unknown, 


. confpite, eompaſs, imagine, and intend to ſtir up, ove; and 


excitè inſurrection, rebellion, and war, againft our ſaid Low 


the King, within the kingdom of Great Britaim, and t6'fubvepr 
and alter the Legiſlature, Rule, and Government, now duly an 


happily eftabliſhed Within this Kingdom of Great Britaim and t6 


- depofe our faid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, title, * 


Moore, John Thel wall, Richard Hodgtor, atid Johm Baxter, as 


and Government of this kingdom, and 10 bring and put or 


Lord the King to death. 


evi and wicked treaſon, and treaſonabſe compaſſings and ma- 
inations #forefaid, they the ſaid Thomas Hardy, Johm Horne 


 Todks; Johm Auguſttis Bonney, Stewart Kyd; Jeremiah Joyce, 


Thomas Wardle, Fhomas Holcroſt, John Richter, Mathew 
ſuch 


24 | 


ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, with force and arms, on the ſaid 
firſt day of March, in the thirty-third year aforeſaid, and on divers 
other days and times, as well before as after, at the pariſh of 
Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, 
maliciouſly and traiterouſly did meet, conſpire, conſult, and agree 
among themſelves and together, with divers other falſe traitors, 
whoſe names are to the {aid Jurors unknown, to cauſe and pro- 
cure a Convention and Meeting of divers ſubjects of our faid 
Lord the King, to be aſſembled and held within this kingdom, 
with intent and in order that the perſons to be aſſembled at ſuch 
Convention and Meeting ſhould and might wickedly and traiter- 
ouſly, without and in defiance of the authority and againſt the 
will of the Parliament of this kingdom, ſubvert. and alter, and 
cauſe to be ſubverted and altered, the legiſlature, rule, and go- 
vernment, now duly and happily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and 
depoſe, and cauſe to be depoſed, our ſaid Lord the King, from 
the royal ſtate, title, power, and government thereof. 1123 


AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 
effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 
paſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the more readily 
and effectually to aſſemble ſuch Convention and Meeting as 
_ aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid, and thereby to 
accomplith the ſame purpoſes, they, the ſaid Thomas Hardy, 
John Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jere- 
miah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, 
Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 
Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, together with divers 

other falſe traitors whoſe names are to the Jurors aforeſaid un- 
known, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty-third year 
aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well before as 
after, with force and arms, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, 
in the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, maliciouſly and traiterouſly 
did compoſe and write, and did then and there maliciouſſy and 
traiterouſly cauſe to be compoſed and written divers books, pam- 
phlets, letters, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, declarations, ad- 
dreſſes, and writings, and did then and there maliciouſly and trai- 
terouſly publiſh, and did then and there maliciouſly and traiter- 
ouſly cauſe to be publithed divers other books, pamphlets, letters, 


Inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, declarations, addreſſes and 


writings ſo reſpectively compoſed, written, publiſhed, and 
cauſed to be compoſed, written and publiſhed, purporting and 
containing therein, among other things, incitements, encourage ' 
ments, and exhortations, to move, induce, and perſuade the ſub- 


jects of our ſaid Lord the King to chooſe, depute, and ſend, and 


cauſe to be choſen, deputed, and ſent, perſons as dele gates to 
compoſe and conſtitute ſuch: Convention and Meeting as afore- 
| | . e e 
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AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 
effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 
paſſings and imaginations.aforeſaid, and in order the more readily 


and effeQually to aſſemble ſuch Convention and Meeting as 


_ aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid, and thereby to 

accompliſh the ſame purpoſes, they the ſaid Thomas Hardy, 
John Home Tooke, John Avja/ſius — Stewart Kyd, Jere- 
miah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richrer 


Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and-John 
Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, on the ſaid firſt - 


day of March, in the thirty-third year aforeſaid, and on divers 
other days and times, as well before as after, with force and arms, 
at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of Middleſex 
aforeſaid, did meet, conſult, and deliberate among themſelves, 
and together with divers other falſe traitors whoſe names are to 
the ſaid Jurors unknown, of and concerning the calling and 
aſſembling fuch Convention and Meeting as aforeſaid, for the 
traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid, and how, when, and where fuch 
Convention and Meeting ſhould be aſſembled and held, and by 
what means the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King ſhould we 


* 


e and conſtitute the ſame. 


| . ly be induced and moved to fend perſons as delegates to com- 


AND FURTHER TO FULFIL, perfect, and bring to 


effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 


poaſſings and imaginations afereſaid, and in order the more readily 
and effectually to aſſemble ſuch Convention and Meeting as 


aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid, and thereby to ae- 


compliſh the lame purpoſes, they, the ſaid Thomas Hardy, John 
Horne Tooke, John Aaguitus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah 

| Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, Mat- 
thew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 


Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, together with divers 


other falſe traitors whofe names are to the Jurors aforeſaid un- 
known, on the fiſt day of March, in the thirty-third year afore- 
ſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well before as after, 


* 


with force and arms, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, in 


the county of Middlefex aforeſaid, ' maliciouſly and traiterouſly 
did conſent and agree that the ſaid Jeremiah Joyce, John Au- 


uſtus Bonney, John Horne Tooke, Thomas Wardle, Matthew 


oore, John Thelwall, John Baxter, Richard Hodgſon, one 
John Lovett, one William Sharp, and one John Pearfon, ſhould 
meet, confer, and co-operate among themſelves, and t 
divers other falſe traitors whofe names are to the {aid Jurors 
unknown, for and towards the —_ and aſſembling ſuch Con- 


vention 


OR with 
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| AND FURTHER TO FUL FIL, perfect, and bring to 


effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com- 
paſſings and imaginations aforeſaid; they, the ſaid: Thomas 
Hardy, John Horne: Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart 
Kyg, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, 
| Tl Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thel wall, Richard Hodg- 
1on; and John Baxter, as ſuch falſe'traitors as aforeſaid, together 
with divers other falſe traitors whoſe names are to the Jurors afore- 
ſaid unknown, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty- third 
; year aforeſaid, and on flivers other days and times as well before 
as after, with force and arms, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, 
in the county of Middleſex aforefaid, maliciouſſy and traiterot 
did cauſe and procure to be made and provided, and did then and 
there maliciouſly and traiterouſly conſent and agree to the making 
and providing of divers arms and offenfive weapons, to wit, guns, 
muſquets, pikes; and axes, for the purpoſe of arming divers ſub- 
jects of our ſaid Lord the King, in order and to the intent that 
the ſame ſubjects ſhould and might unlawfully, forcibly, and 
traiteroufly oppoſe and withſtand our ſaid Lord the King in the 
due and lawful exerciſe of his royal power and authority in the 
execution of the laws and ſtatutes of this realm, and ſhould and 
might unlaw fully, forcibly, and traiteroufly ſubvert and alter, and 
aid and afliſt in ſubverting and altering, without and in defiance of 
the authority and againſt the will of the Parliament of this king- 
dom, the Legiſlature, Rule, and Government now duly and hap- 
pily eſtabliſhed in this vas, er, and depoſe, and aid and aſſiſt in 
depoſing our ſaid Lord the King from the royal ſtate, title, power, 
and government of this king dos. 
55 AND FURTHER TO FULFILL, perfect, and bring to 
effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treaſonable com— 
paſſings and imaginations aforetaid, they, the ſaid Thomas Har- 
dy, John Horne Looke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, 
Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Ten John 
Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, 
and John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors. as aforeſaid; with force 
and arms, on the faid-firſt day of March, in the thirty-third year 
aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well before as 
after, at the pariſh of Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of 
Mliddleſex aforeſaid, maliciouſly and traĩterouſly did meet, con- 
% | ſpire, conſult, and agree among themſelves, and with divers 
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+ Other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the ſaid Jurors unknown, 
fi do raiſe, levy, and make Inſurrection, Rebellion, and War 
G within this kingdom of Great Britain, againſt our ſaid Lord the 
- King. 24 1 ny 5004 129 1. Bets Hotii lo 4 © k 59098 HG 01 n . 
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AND FURTHER TO FULFILL, perfect, and bring to 


their moſt evil and wicked treaſon and treafonable com- 
- s and imaginations aforeſaid, they, the ſaid Thomas Har- 
Ady, John Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, 
0 8 Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holctoft, Join 
Richtet, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, 
and John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, on the ſaid 
firſt day of March, in the thirty - third year aforeſaid, and on di- 
vers other days and times, as well before as after, at the pariſh of 
Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of Middleſex aforeſaid, with 
-force and arms, maliciouſly and traĩterouſly did meet, conſpire, 
conſult, and agree amongſt themſelves, and together with divers 
other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the ſaid Jurors unknown, 
unlawfully, wickedly, and traiterouſly to ſubvert and alter, and 
cCauſe to be ſubverted and altered, the Legiſlature, Rule, and Go- 
vernment now duly and happily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, 
and to depoſe, and cauſe to be depoſed; our ſaid Lord the King 
Deer. royal ſtate, title, power, and government of this king- 
20 m.,... REELING GG An if} DAE mal Hoc 17 It 181 at! 
AND FURTHER TO FULFILL, perfect, and bring to 
effect their moſt evil and wicked treaſon, and treaſonable-com- 


paſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, and in order the more rea- 


dily and effectually to bring about ſuch ſubverſion, alteration, and 
depoſition as laſt aforeſaid, they, the ſaid FThomas Hardy, John 
Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah 
Joyce, Thomas Wardſle, Thomas Holeroft, John Richter, 
Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 
Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as afore ſaid, together with divers 
other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the Jurors aforeſaid un- 
known, on the ſaid firſt. day of March, in the thirty- third year 
aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well before as 
after, at the pariſn of Saint Giles aforeſaid, in the county of Mid- 
dleſex aforetaich with force and arms malicioufly and traiterouſly 
did prepare and compoſe, and did then and there maliciouſſy 
and traiterouſly cauſe and procure to be prepared and compoſed, 
divers books, pamphlets, leiters, declarations, inſtructions, refo- 
lutions, orders, addreſſes, and writings, and did then and there 
maliciouſly and traiterouſly publiſh and diſperſe, and did then 
and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly cauſe and procure to be 
publiſhed and diſperſed divers other books, pamphlets, letters, 
_ declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, addreſſes, and wri- 
tings, the ſaid ſeveral books, pamphlets, letters, declarations, in- 
ſtructions, reſolutions, orders, addreſſes, and writings, ſo reſpec- 
tively prepared, compoſed, publiſhed, diſperſed, and cauſed to he 
prepared, compoſed, publiſhed, and diſperſed as laſt aforeſaid, 
purporting and containing therein (amongſt other things) incite- 
| ny OM ments, 
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ments, eneouragements, and exhortations, to move, induce, and 
perſuade the ſubjects of, our ſaid Lord the King, to aid and 
aſſiſt in carrying into effect ſuch traiterous ſubverſion, alteration, 
and depoſition as laſt aforeſaid, and alſo containing therein, 
amongſt other things, information, inſtructions, and directions to 
the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the King, how, when; and upon 
what occaſions the traiterous purpoſes laſt aforeſaid ſhould and 
Might;be Carfeg into effect. 
AND FURTHER TO FULFILL, perfect, and bring to 
| effect their moſt: evil and wicked treaſon, and treaſonable com- 
paaſſings and imaginations aforeſaid, they, the ſaid Thomas Har- 
dy, John Horne TLooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, Stewart Kyd, 
Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John 
Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, 
and John Baxter, as ſuch falſe traitors as aforeſaid, together 
with divers other falſe traitors, whoſe names are to the Jurors 
aforeſaid unknown, on the ſaid firſt day of March, in the thirty- 
third year aforeſaid, and on divers other days and times, as well 
before as after, at the pariſh of St. Giles aforeſaid, in the county 
of Middleſex aforeſaid, with force and arms maliciouſly and 
traitcronſly did procure and provide, and did then and there ma- 
liciouſly and traiteroully cauſe and procure to be provided, and did 
then and there maliciouſly and traiteroufly confent and agree to 
the procuring and providing arms and offenſive weapons (to wit) 
guns, muſquets, pikes, and axes, therewith tolevy and wage war, 
inſurrection, and rebellion againſt our ſaid Lord the King within 
this kingdom, againſt the duty of the allegiance of them the ſaid 
Thomas Hardy, John Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus Bonney, 
Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Hol- 
croft, John Richter, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard 
Hodgſon, and John Baxter, againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord 
the now King, his crown and dignity, and againſt the form of 
the ſtatute in that caſe made and provided. „ OLA BA 
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 Sess10n-House, CLE&KENWELL.—MonDay, OCTOBER 6. 


The Court met at ten o'clock, when the Grand Jury had not a 
Bill ready to return. About two o'clock the Loxb Carts 
BARON appeared on the Bench, when a true Bill was returned 
againit the following Perſons for High Treaſon : > 
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Tuouas Harpy, I Tnonuas 1 
Joux HorxpiPFookt,! ur RICHTER, 
Jon AuGusTus BONNEY, | MATTHEW MooRe, 
STEWART KyD, | __ | [Joan TheLWaLL 4 
| r P: | RICHARD HoDG80N, and 
ILLIAM. WARDLE,," Fat ez Baums, 1 


The Bill ogainft Jonn Livy. was not found. 
The Jury thanked the Chief Juſtice for the Charge delivered 
to them the day on which the Commiſſion opened, which, at 
their requeſt, was ordered to be printed. The Judge 3 
a in return for the Compliment. As he would not affect to 
that he delivered it without Notes, he would ee 
| 25 acquielce in their requeſt. His Lordſhip. obſe 
that the That had attended FOUR days, and wiſhed to know if 
they ſhould proceed any further that day? or if they meant to 
adjourn? After this converſation, they agreed to n to next 
8 * at ten o'clock. _ 
The Attorney General made the uſual Motions, that Copies of | 
the Indictments be given to the Priſoners. © 
be Chief Fuſtice wiſhed to know of the Attorney General, 
what time he would be in readinefs to deliver to the Prifoters the 
Pannel of the Jury, &c. as ten days were required before the 
Trials could commence. 

The Attarney-General ſaid, he ſhould be: able to anſwer, and 
ſettle the buſineſs next day. | 
Tue Chief Fuſlice next called upon the perſons who tende | 
as Agents, Solicitors, and others forthe Priſoners, and informed 
them, that by the uſual application they may have acceſs to the 
Priſoners. He faid, he would not harraſs the Priſoners by having 
them brought up until their arraignment—to inform them bf 
theſe. particulars, for that Copies of their Indictments ſhould be 

left with them, and wiſhed this information might be imtnedi- 
_ ately colltmaubioutel. And chen the Court adjourned. 
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THE KING Amer THOMAS HARDY, oN eee 
HN AUGUSTUS BONNE V, STUART KVD. -JEREMIAH.JOYCE, 
HOMAS WARDLE, THOMAS HOLCROFT, JOHN \ HODGE ER. 


0 N MOORE: JOHN THELWALL, RICHARD 1 


© AND 
Den an Indieamint "ir High Feiſs — : C den 


Ae wg ae ſtudent of medicine, reſiding i in Cantiongite, 
of Edinburgh , in the} arith of Cannongate, in the county of Edin- 
vgs, © priſober i in the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. 

a, n abiding at the Roſe- tavern, Flee market in 
as, City of London, Linen-draper. | 
Daniel Adams, of Took '$-court, Curſitor- ſtreet, in the county of 

Middleſex, gentleman. | 

George Allen, of Turner' 5-court, Bedſord- Buty, i in the county of 
Middleſex, one of the conſtables attending the Public office in 
Bow ſtreet, Covent- garden, in the ſaid county. 

Jolin Armſtrong, of Ringſland-road, in the pariſh. of St. Leo- 
yard, Shored) tch, in the Genel Middleſex, one of the conſtab] 
attending the. Police-office, in Worſhip-ſtreet, in the ſaid county... 
Janes Agar, of Hare-court,' in the Temple, barriſter at la. 8 

 Foſeph Butterworth, of Fleet-ſtreet, London, bookſeller. 

okn Bullock, of Church-yard-court, in the Inner-temple, 
don, ſtationer to the Board of Ordnance, 

William Broomhead, of Watſon's-walk, Sheffield; in the county 
of York, cutler and ſeiſſar finiſher, now in cuſtody, at the houſe of 
M rs. "Mary Parkinſon, in Little Charles. ſtreet, e nit in 
the county ef Middleſex, 

Grant Broughton, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary, 
abiding at the houſe of the Right Honourable the Marquis of 
Saliſbury, i in Arlington-ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex, A og 

Bernard Bayley, of Union-creſcent, Kent-road, in the county of 

SBurry, gentleman, one of the clerks of the Police-office, in Lam- 
| beth-ſtreet, Whitechapel, in the county of Middleſex, 

Ta Foſeph Burchell, of the Sheriff's-office, in Took's-court, and re. 
fiding in great James-ſtreet, Bedford-row, in the county of Mi 
dleſex, attorney at law. 

George Cheek Barnes, of Noble-ſtreet, Colwel-ſtreet, in the 
county of Middleſex, printer. 

Join Boult, of Red. lion court, Charter-houſe. lane, London, 
newſman and ticket porter. F; 7 

Thomas Blackburne, of Craven Mtinet; ans in the e of 
Middleſex paper hanger and undertaker, 
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. William Black, of York-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 'in the county of 
Middleſex, green grocer, and one of the conſtables attending the; 
Public-office in Bow: ſtreet; 7Coventgareen, in the ſaid county, 
Robert Beresford, reſiding at the corner of Bennet's-court, Drury- 
lane, in the county of Middleſex, taylor and green groger, and 
one of the conſtables attending the Public-office- in Bow-ſtreet, 
Covent-garden, in the ſaidrcountys WONT TH OD HD 
" Arthur "Blake, ' of |Devonſhire-ſtreet; Portland - plsce, in the 
Richard Bennet, of Redman's-row, Bethnal-green, in the county 
of Middlefen; unnd Uů 8 
Milliam Barclay, of Duke's-court, St. Martin's-lane, in the 
county of Middleſex, ſhoemaker. 3 2 
Nathaniel Birch, of Vine. ſtreet, in the pariſn of St. John, Welt- 
miniſter, in the county of Middleſex, labourer, one of, the patroles 
attending the Public-office in Bow: ſtreet, Covent- garden, in the 
. ooo Ira oe ent ie EN. 
" Anthony Beck, of Oxford-ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex 
dee ot ß ded a EAI. 
n Burſey, of Blackman- ſtreet, in the Borough of Southwark, 


* 


Fo 
in the county of Surrey, one of the clerks in the Auditor soffice, 
John Bone, of Weſton. ſtreet, Snow's-fields, Southwark, in the 
county af Surrey, man clearer. „ ET oO EEE 


William Camage, of Fargate-ſtreet, Sheffield, in the caunty-of 


— Louk inkbokle maker, now in.cultogy ar hs Wave? new. Wony. 


Parkinſon, in Little Charles: ſtreet, eſtm inſter, in the county 
of Middleſex. . | | 7.3 e 89 N 


Mddleſex, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. 


Fohn Coates, a ſoldier, in th Birmingham Volunteers, late of 


"4 F217 


China-walk, Lambeth, in the county of. Surrey, apprentice. to 


" % 


1 1 
; * 


e and Bow reliding with Tis, (like, 
Chriſtopher Coates, of Little College-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, 'in'the 
county, of Middleſex. a ad Us 


4 
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i Stephen, Cottrell, of Groſ venor- place, in the county of Middl 8 8 4 
elq. one of the clerks of his Majeſty's moſt Hon. Privy Council. 
Ace en of Charles-ſquare, Hoxton, in the county/of 
Middleſex, E 


— 


* 
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Jon Combes, of Oakham, in the county of Rutland, attorney 
* fo 5 bel . 29 19 ES s * . 12 | a 0 | | 
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of London, ſhoe- factor. 


of Surry. 


1 


Thames Id tens of Bow-ſtreet, Covent- arden, in the county of 
Middleſex, victualler, and one of the con whites of attending the P 
lic-office in Bow-ſtreet, aforeſaid. 

Henry Croker, of Nees an e in the county of my 
dieſex, broker, and one of the conffables attending the Fublle- 
office in Bow-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county, 

hn Chapman, af Dean-ſtreet, Fetter-lane, London, labourer, 
Alexander Corney, of Red-lion-court, Watling-ſtreet, in the ay, 


James Clark, eſq. ſheriff deputy, of this county of Edinburgh, reli. 
ding in George- (quare, i in the pariſh of St, Cuthbert's, in the ſaid 
county, 
vi Chatfield, of Back-hill, Hatton-garden, in the county of 

iddleſex, timber merchant, 

Bernard Cobbe, of Walnut-tree-walk, Lambeth, in the county of 
Surry, one of the clerks in the Auditor's office, Somerſet-place, 

William Clarke, of Mount-row, Lambeth, in the county of Surry, 
meſſenger to the ſolicitor for the affairs of his Majeſty's treaſury, . 

Henry Dealtry, of Eſſex- ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex, clerk 
r rules, on the crown hde of his Majeſty” s court of * 

en : 

Richard Parſon, of Sheffield, in the county of York, printer, 

James Davidſon, of Ruſſel- place, Ruſlel-ſtreet, Coveat-garden, i in 
the county of Middleſex, printer. f 

Mlliam Dakin, of Downing: ſtreet, Weſtminſter, door porter at. : 
the office of Lord Grenville, one of his Majeſty's principal ecre- 
taries of ſtate, ſituate in Downing-ftreet aforeſaid. 

Foſeph Deboſfe, of Gerard-ſtreet, Soho, in the county of Middle- 
ſes, Eookteler 

5 0. Edwards, the younger of ene Londen, Rs. 
fmuth, now in cuſtody at the houfe of William Needham, in Cork 
firect, Hanover-ſquare, 1 in the county of Middleſex, one of his. ; 
Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. t 

Daniel Jhaac Eaton, of Newgate-ſtreet, London, bookſeller. 

Henry Eaton, of Newgate-ſtreet, London, the ſon of Daniel 
Haac Eaton, of the ſame place, bookieller. 

Evan Evans, late a priſoner in the cuſtody of the Marſhal of the 
Marſhalſea, of the Court of King's-bench, grocer, now reſiding at 
the houſe of Samuel Giles, at N ewington-cauleway, i in the 9 


Ann, the wife of the above- named Evan Evans, now reſiding at 
3 of Samuel Giles, at ae in the couniy 
urry. 

Sond Edwards, of Beaufort- buildings, in the Strand, in the 

— of Middleſex, wine merchant. 
of late of Spring-garden, Weſtminſter, but now of 

Pinner, in the county of Middleſex, gentleman, late an attorney 

ied * court of King' „bench. e 5 

Richard”. 


1 


; " Richard Ford, of Sloatidftrect, in the county of Middleſex, ofa. 
done of the Juſtices at the Public-office in Bow-ltreet, Covent- 
garden, in the ſaid county. | 

Milliam Fawkener, of South-ſtreet, Park-lane, in the pariſh of St. 
| George, Hanover ſquare, in the county of Middleſex, eſq. one of 
the clerks of his Majeſty's moſt Hon, Privy-council. 
Edward Fugion, of the Pleaſant-retreat, Palmer's-village; Tothill- 
fields, in the county of Middleſex, ſhoemaker, and one of the 
officers of the Public-office in Bow-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the 
faid county. 

| William Henry Fallofield, of Inner- Scotland yard, in the county 
of Middleſex, attorney at law. 

William Fitzgerald, of the Middle-temple, London, barriſter rat 
aw. 
John Fairley, of Broughton, i in the pariſh of St, Cuthbert's, in in 
| — county of e wright, a priſoner in the Caſtle of Edin- 
urgh. 
Laac Fawcett, the younger, of Camomile-ſtreet, Biſhopſgate- 
ſtreet, in the city of London, attorney at law. _ | 
Thomas Furmage, of Windmill-ſtreet, Tottenham- court-road, 
in the county of Middleſex, colleQor of the rate for paving, &c, 
within the pariſh of Saint Pancras, in the ſaid county. 
William Fletcher, of Lincoln s-Inn, in the county of Middle- 
| ſex, barriſter at law. 
Duncan Grant, of Strutton- ground, Weſtminſter, i in the county 
: of Middleſex, one of the conſtables attending the Public: office i in 
Bow-ſtreet, Covent. garden, in the ſaid county. 

| Edward Goſling, late of Hoxton, in the pariſh of Saint Cad, 
Shoreditch, in the county of Middleſex, but now reſiding at the 
houſe of james Biſſet, Upper-broker-row, Moorfields, in the ſaid 

county, and clerk to William Wickham, eſq. one of the Jul 
tices at the Police office in nn Whitechapel, in the 
ſaid county. 

John Gurnell, of Ring- Rest, Weſtminſter, i in the county of Mid, 

dleſex, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. 
Richard Gay, of Hopkins- ſtreet, Saint James's, in the county of 
Middleſex, drug and perfume grinder, a priſoner in the cuſtody of 
the Marſhal ofthe Marſhalſea, of the court of King's-bench, in the 
King's-bench-priſon, in Saint. George 's-Fields, in the county of 
Surry, 


Thomas Green, of Orange-ſtreet, Leiceſter-fields, in the county of 55 


Middleſex, perfumer. 

John Eng, of Effex-court, in the Middle-temple, barriſter” at 

W. 

Alexander Coma, of Wardour-ſtreet, Soho, in the county of 
Middleſex, printer. | 

William Gotobed, of Hoſier-lane, Weſt-ſmithfield, London, 
newſman. 

Roger Gaſtrell, of Hemlock-court, Cary-ſtreet, in the” WIR a ; 


Middieſex, _ and i green-grocer, and one of the conſtables 
E n 


15 J- 


attending the Public- office in Bow-ſtrect, Covent-garden, in the 
ſaid county. | 

Arthur Gliddon, of Great Ormond- Aron, Queen s- ſquare, in og ; 
county of Middleſex, attorney at law. 

John Griffiths, of Phimber' s-row, Mile- end- old- town, i in the coun- 
ty of Middieſex, carpenter and joiner, and one of the conſtables 
attending the Police-office in Lambeth-ſtreet, Whitechape], in the 
| he county, 

Thomas Griffiths, of F lion. ſtreet, Spitalfields, ſawyer, and aſſiſt- 
ant conſi able at the Police- office in Lambeth-ltreet, Whitechapel, 
in the county of Middlefex. ; 

Tomas Glegg, No. Eo, Chithg:erols, Weſtminſter, in the coun- 


ty of Middleſex, gentleman, clerk to Mr. White, of No. 6, Lin- 


coln's-inn. 
John Groves, of Crown-court, Ruſſel-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in 
the county of Middleſex, centleman, 
Richard Hayward, of Friendly-place, Shoreditch, in the county 
- of Middleſex, wax-chandler, now « pnloner in his Majeſty” 9 gal 
of Newgate, 
George Higgins, of South- ſtreet, in the pariſh of Saint George, 
 Hanoves-ſquare, in the county of Middleſex, one of his Oey. 8 
meſſengers in ordinary. 
Chriſtopher Hull, of Chancery-lane, attorney at law. 
Edward Hodſon, of Bell-yard, near 'Temple- bar, printer. | 
Henry Hill, of Fargate-ſtreet, in Sheffield, in the county of 7 
cutler, now in cuſtody at the houſe of Mrs. Mary Parkinſon, 1 
Little Charles-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the county of Middlelex, 
John Hancock, of Chicheſter-rents, in Chancery-lane, in the 
county of Middleſex, gentleman, clerk to Mr, White, of No. 6, 
Lincoln's-Inn. 
= William Huſſtiſſon, of Pall-mall, in the county of Middleſex, efq. 
MY _ clerk in the office of the Rt, Hon. Henry Dundas, one of buy 
ajeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate, 
Edward Harvey, of Lamb-ſtreet, Spital- ſquare, in the -county. 
of Middleſex, warchouſeman. 
John Hoilingworth, of Threadneedle-ſtreet, Lo banker, 
Fohn Hillier, of Biſhoplgare-ltreet „London, bookſeller, now a 
riſoner in his Majeſty's gaol of Newpate, | — 
Jeremiah Samuel Jordan, of Fleet-{treet, in the city of London p 
bookſeller. 
Fofeph Fohnſon, of St. Paul 8 Church-yard, in the city of Lon- 
don, book ſelleèr. 
Joſepli Clayton Jennings. of Hart- ſtreet, Bloomſbury, in the 
county 101 Middleſex, barrilter at law. | 
Charles Jealous, of Brownlows-ſtreet, Drury-lane, i in the county 
of Middleſex, ſadier, and one of the conſtables at: ending the 
Public-office in Bow-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county, 
Foſhua Joyce, of Eſſex- ſtreet, in the Strand, in che ny of 
Middleſex, tallow-chandier. 
Tuomas Jones, of Milford-lane, in the Strand, in the county 4. 
1 M. 
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Middleſek, labourer and one of the conſtables attending. the 
Public-office in Bow-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county. 
William Jones, eſg. of St. George's-fields, in the county of 
Surrey, marſhal of the Marſhalſea, of the court of King's-bench. 
David George Facmar, of Frith-ſtreet, Soho, in the county of 
Middlelex, one of the clerks in the Auditor 's-office, in Som: erſet- 
1755 | 
William Fohnſon, of the Inner-temple, London, attorney at law. 
Jin King, of Queen: ſtreet, Queen's-quare, Weſtminſter, in 
the county of Middleſex, eſq. one of his Majelty' under ſecre- 


taries of ſtate. 


| Pf rk Kirby, keeper of his Majeſty's gaol of Newgate, reſiding 
there. 

Chriſtopher Kennedy, of Croſs-court, Broad-court, Long-acre, in 
the county of Middleſex, carpenter, and one of the conſtables 
attending the Public-office in Bow-ltreet, . in the 
ſaid county, 

William Knight, of Windmill-ſtreet, Piccadilly, in the county of 
Middleſex, ſhoemaker, 

David Kinghorn, gentleman, gaoler of his Majeſty's Tower of 
London, abiding there. 

William Lowndes, of the Middle -temple, London, barriſter at 
law. 

Edward Tauzün, of Litile George-ſlreet, W. eſtminſter, in the 
Gar of Middleſex, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers extraor- 

inar 

Jams Lyon, en at arms, reſiding at the houſe of Janes, 
Cooper, in Advocate's-cloſe, in the city of Edinburgh. 

George Lynam, of Walbrook, London, ironmonger. . 
 Elward Lavender, of Drury- Jane, in the county of Middleſex, 
attorney at law, and chief clerk of the Public-office in Bow- 
ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county. | 

478018 Langley, of Glouceſter-ſtreet, Queen's-ſquare, in Fo 
county of Middleſex, gentleman, clerk to Mr. hite, No. 6, 
Lincoln's-inn, 

Willem Lockhart, ſheriff clerk Ape of the county of Edin- 
-  burgh, reſiding at Newhaven, in the pariſh of St, Cuthbert's, in the 
county of Edinburgh aforelaid, 

David Lloyd, of York-ftreer, Weſtminſter, in the county of 
Middleſex, e to Mrs. Campbell, of Bury-ſtreet, St. James' ON 
in the ſame county. | 

Robert Moody. of China-ſquare, Sheffield, in the county of York, | 
carpenter and joiner, now in cuſtody at the houle of Mrs. Mary 
Parkinſon, in Lite-Charies-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the county of 
Middleſex. 

Thomas Maclean, of Whitehall, in the county of Middleſex, one 

of his Majeſty's meſſengers 1n ordinary: | 
h ow Moore, of Gray: sinn, in che county of Middleſex, attorney 
at law 
| ua, of Ramſgate, i in the county of Kent, doctor of phyſic. | 

E 2 : Witham 
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Williaw Messen g. of Hanover- Iquare, in the county of Mid- 
alen, elq. one of the prothonotaries of the court of common. pleas, 
> Ver of George-ſtreet, Mancheſter-ſquare, in the coun- 
Middleſex, eſq. a captain in the army. 
N en Metcalfe, of Dowgate-hill, in the city of London, at 
torney at law. 
Patrick Macmanus, of Stanhope-ſtreet, ' Clare-maiker, in the 
county of Middleſex, hatter, and one of the conſtables attending 
the Public- office in Bow- ſtreet, Covent- garden, in the ſaid eounty. 

Andrew Milne, of Great Ruſſel I-ſtreet, Bloomſbury, in the county 
of Middleſex, ſhopman to Mr, Jordan, COOKIE,” in Fleet-ſtreet, 
London. | SS 

* Fefeph Mack, clerk in the Sheriff-clerk's office in Edinburgh, re- 
Hiding in Caſtle Wynd, in the city of Edinburgh, | 

William M*Cubbin, writer, reſiding in the houſe of John Donald- | 
fon, ſmith and room-letter, in Todderick's Wynd, in the city of 
Edinburgh, ; 

Alexander Mitchell, linen manufaQturer, reſiding at Strathaven, 
in the pariſh of Strathaven, in the county of Lanark. ' | 

Arthur M'Ewan, of the Water of Leith, in the pariſh of Saint 
Cuthbert's, in the county of Edinburgh, weaver, a beine in the 
Tolbooth of Cannongate, of Edinburgh. 

Walter Miller, wright and merchant, of the High-ſtreet of Perth, 
in the pariſh of Perth, in the county of Perth, a senen, in the : 
Tolbooth'of Edinburg (TI 

John Miller, of Duke s-court, Pow Bret, Covent:gardumy'i in ibs 
county of Middleſex, one of the conſtables attending the Public- 
ea! in Bow-ſtreer aforeſaid. 

"Stephen Henry Murrell, of Ray-ſtreet, Cold-bath- helds, in the 
county of Middleſex, auctioneer. 
illiam Middleton, one of the Sheriff's officers of the PILES of 

| 1 retiding in Warriſton 's-cloſe, in the city of 11 
burgh 

5 Foſeph Milner, of 8 London, ebene 7 wh 
 *Witham: Needham, of Cork-ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. George, 
Hanover-ſ{quare, in the county of Middleſex, one an his MageBys 
meſſengers in ordinary, 

Frederick Polydore Nodder, of Brewer-ſtreet, Golden-ſquare, in | 
the county of Middleſex, botanic painter. 

Fohn Noſt, reſiding at the Lord Chamberlain's-office, in St. 
James's- palace, in the county of Middleſex, one of n r „ 
meſſengers extraordinary. 

Eoan Nepean, of Scotland-yard, Whitehall, in the county of 
Middleſex, eſquire, one of his Majeſty's under ſecretaries of State. 
Rande Norris, of Hare-court, in the Temple; clerk to Mr. 
Spinks, under treaſurer of the fociety of the Inner- temple. 

Arthur Onflow, of Craven- ſtreet, in the Seen in the 1 e ol 
Middleſex, barriſter at law, 

6d Orrock, of oor in ny e of St. "Cuthbert in the, 

„5 5, ONS county 


ras 


county of Edioburgh, lockſmith, 2 priſoner i in the caſtle of Edin- | 
r 
and Onni, of Camberwell, in the county of Surry, taylor. 

Fane Partridge, of Nottingham, ſpinſter, the daughter Mr. Par- 
tridge, of Nottingham aforeſaid, apothecary. 

William Pope, of Little Mary-le-bone-ſtreet, in the ecnaby\ of 
Middleſex, blacking ball maker, and one of the patroles attending 
the Public- office in Bow-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county. 

Join Pearſon, of Lincoln einn, in the Aer of Middieſex, 
ſtudent at law. 

James Parkinſon, of Hoxton-ſquare, i in the county of Middleſex, 
lurgeon and apothecary. 

ohn. N of Fig- tree-court, in the Temple, gentleman. 

William Rofs, of Crown-ſtreet, Weſtminſler, in the county of 
Middleſex, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. 

Fon Reeves; of Cecil-ſtreet, in the Strand, in the n of 

M:ddleſex, barriſter at law. 

George Rofs, clerk, or late clerk in the Gazetteer-office at Edin- 
3 of Sandee, of Edinburgh, a priſoner in the Totbooth 
of Edinbugh. - . 

Archibald Ruthven, of Rodney-row, Newington-butts, in the 
: county of Surry, baker, one of the patroles attending the Puble- 

office in Bow-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the county of Middleſex. 

James Ridgway, of York-lireet, St. James's-ſquare, in the cn. 
o of-Middlelex, bookſeller, now a priſoner in his Majeſty's gaol 
. Ne te. 2 

Thins Clio Rickman, of Upper Mary-le-bone-ſtrect, i in the coun- 

ty of Middleſex, bookſeller, and Jane his wife, of the ſame place. 
Samuel Reece, of Carthuſian-ſtreet, Cha he en. in the 
county of Middleſex, ſtationer. 1 1 

Lac Saint, of the city of Norwich, victualler, now in cuſtody at 
the houſe of Thomas Wagſtaffe, in South-ſtreet, in the pariſh of 
St, George, Hanover-ſquare, in the e, of Middleſex, one t 
his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordi ang 9 | 
John Thomas Slack, of Buckle- et, Goodman's-lields, White 
el in the county of Middleſex, ſtaymaker. 
Henry Delahay Symonds, of Paternoſter-row, London, bookſeller, 

now a priſoner in his Majeſty's gaol of Newgate. 
Hillen, Sharp, of Charles-llacet, Moddlclex-hoſpitat, ip- b. 
county of Middleſex, engraver. 
Val Schau, of Eaton-ſtreet, Pimlico, i in the county. of Middle- 
ao one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. 
_ Thomas Symonds, of Crown-othce-row, lonertemple, Loden. 
Rudent at la. 
Matthew Swift, of Gould's-buildings, near che New Churchein, 
| the Strand; in the county of Middlefex, ſhoemaker, and one afqhe 


Conſtables. attending the Police-office in Great Marlborough-- | 
ſtreet, in the ſaid. county, 
| George Sanderſon, o of the bunch of grapes, in n Butchererow, Tem- 


ſcac 


Plerbar, þ in the county of Migdleſes, victuallet. 
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Lhaac Clepton Smith, of Artichoke-yard, ll in the 
county of Surrey, meſſenger in the office of the Ri. Hon. Henry 
Dundas, one of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 

Thomas Shelton, of the ſeſſion-houſe in the Oid-bailey, in the | 
Suburbs of the City of London, attorney at law. 

Milliam Scot, ſolicitor at law, wan in Merchant-ſtreet, in ie 
city of Edinburgh. 

Daniel Stuart, of F rith-ſtreet, ge in the county of Middleſex, 7 
gentleman. | 

Thomas Stiff, of Paternoſter-row, in the city of London, hates 
dreſſer. 
ohn Shallard, of Charlton: ſtreet, Somers-towni, in the county 
of Middleſex, paſtry-cook, and one of the patroles attending the 
Public-office in Bow-ftreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county. 

Fohn Shelmerdine, of the Grove, Southwark, in the- county of | 
Su: ry, hatter. 5 

James Savagr, of Maiden-lane, Wood- ſtreet, London, ware 
houſeman. 

William Sturch, of Stanhope:ſtreet, Clare-market, in the county... 
of Middleſex, ironmonger. 

John Taylor, of Fleet-ſtreet, London, gent. now a priſoner i in his 
Majeſty's gaol of Newgate, 

Wilkam Tims, of Crown-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the county of 
Middleſex, one of his Majeſty's meſſengers i in ordinary, 

James Thornton, of Weymouth-ſtreet, Cavendiſh-ſquare, in the 
county of Middleſex, clerk at the Police-office in Great Marthe- 4 
rough- ſtreet, in the laid county. | 

Thomas Thomſon, of Shrub's-hill, near Bagſhot, in the county of 
Berks, eſq.. 

Thomas Tourle, late a aller in the cuſtody of the Marſhal of 
the Marſhalſea, of the court of King's-bench, dealer in timber and 
coals, now reſiding at the houſe of Samuel Giles, at Newingtoa- 
. in the county of Sur 
Jaoſeph Towers, of St. John's- ſquare, Clerkenwell, in the county 

of Middleſex, diſſenting miniſter. 
ames Templeton, meſſenger at arms, reſiding in Preſident s-ſtairs, 5 
in Parliament-cloſe, in the city of Edinburgh. | 

Joln Thompſon, of Oakham, in the county of Rutland, gardener, 

Mary Thompſon, the wife of John Thompſon, of Oakhar, i in the 
county by of Rutland, gardener. _ | 

Mary Thompon, the-wife of George Thompſon, of Oakham, i in 
the county of Rutland, gardener. 

Jon Townſend, of Duke s-row, Pimlico, in the county of Middle- 
ſex, labourer, and one of the conſtables attending the Public-office 
inBow-ſtreet, Covent-garden, in the ſaid county, 5: 
iomas Tin 25 of King's-road, Chelſea, in the county of Middle- 
ſex, ſtage-coachman, and one of -the. Patroles attending the Fublic- 
office in Bow- ſtreet, Covent- garden, in the ſaid county. 9 
John Taylor, of St. George's, Norwich, ſurgeon. 


* * near the e in. the New-road, St. George 850 
in 
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ip the Eaſt, in the county of Middleſex, aſſiſtant clerk at the Pub- 
lic-office in Lambeth-ſtreet, Whitechapel, in the ſaid count. 
John Taplin, of Mulberry-ſtreet, Mile-end Old-town, in the 
county of Middleſex, gardener, one of the conſtables attending the 
Pohce-office in Lambeth-ſtreet, Whitechapel, in the ſaid county. 
Milliam Taylor, of Bridge-ſtreet, Weſtminſter, in the county of 
Middleſex, eſq. one of the clerks in the office of the Rt. Hon, 
Lord Grenville, one of his Majeſty's principal ſecretaries of ſtate. 
Felix Vaughan, of Crown-office-row, Inner-temple, London, 
barriſter at law. Lo, | | | TEK, 
John Vellam, of Oakham, in the county of Rutland, butcher and 
razier, 1 | : 
Thomas Jeln Upton, of Bell-yard, near Temple-bar, watch-maker, 
and machiniſt, now a priſoner in the New Priſon, Clerkenwell, in 
the county of Middleſex. . | 3 | 
Alexander Wilts, of Harley-ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex, 
dancing-maſter, | | 5 
Samuel Williams, now in cuſtody at the houſe of Mr. Fordham, 
in Lambeth-ſtreet, Whitechapel, in the county of Middleſex, 
coach-maſter, apprentice to and late abiding with Joſeph Whit- 
ton, at Tower-ſtairs, Tower-dock, London, gun engraver. . 
Jon Milliams, of Leiceſter-fields, in the county of Middleſex, 
wine-merchant. | 4 3 
George Williams, of Weſt-ſmithfield, London, leather-ſeller. 
Thomas Wagſtaffe, of South-ſtreet, in the pariſh of St. George, 
Hanover-ſquare, in the county of Middleſex, one of his Majeſty's 
meſſengers in ordinary. | „ Ho ers, gs RT 
Wilkam Wickham, of St. James's-place, in the county of Middle- 
ſex, eſq. one of the juſtices of the Police- office in Lambeth-ſtreet, 
. Whitechapel, in the ſaid county, 8 ER | : 
Fohn Wharton, of Skelton-caſtle, in the county of Vork, eq, . 
Joſepli White, of Eſſex-court, Middle-temple, and of Lincoln's- 
inn, in the county of Middleſex, attorney at law, and ſolicitor for the 
affairs of his Majeſty's treaſury. 


William Walker, of Buckingham-ſtreet, in the Strand, in the county 
of Miadleſex, attorney at law. | | 11 8 
James Waljh, late of the Strand, in the county of Middleſex, but 
now abiding at Hatfield, in the county of Hertford, gent. VE 
William Woodfall, of Saliſbury-ſquare, Fleet-ſtreet, London, printer, 
Henry Sampſon Woodfall, late of No. 1, the corner of Ivey-lane, 
Paternoſter-rqw, printer, but now of Chelſea, in the county of Mid- 
dleſex, gent. 5 bis He es 
George Williamſon, meſſenger at arms, reſiding in Prefident-ſtairs, 
in Parliament- cloſe, in the city of Edinburgh. a . 
Jon Watts, of Roſemary-lane, Whitechapel, in the county of 
Middleſex, dyer. „ | 1 AIR 
Thomas Whitehorn, abiding at the houſe of Mr. John King, in - 
Cumberland-ſtreet, Tottenham-court-road, in the county of Middle- 


” 


| eſq. 


| 1 1 
ſex, and ſhopmam to Mr. Baxter, near Cecil- ſtreet, in the Strand, in 


the ſaid county, bookſeller. 


Gorge Widdifon, of Fargate- ſtreet, Sheffield, in the county of 
York, hair-dreſſer, now in cuſtody at the houſe of Mrs. Mary 


| Parkinſon, in Little CRE Weſtminſter, in-the WOE of 


Middlefex. 
Thomas Wiſin, of F ludyer-ftreet, Weſtminſter, in the county of 
Middleſex. one of his Majeſty's meſſengers in ordinary. 
Thomas Wood, of Red- FanArt, Holborn, in the pariſh of St, 
George the Martyr, i in the county of Middleſex, lottery-inſpe&or, 
Wilkam Worfhig, of Ball-alley, Lombard- ſtroet, London, engraver. 
Ric hard Williams, of Oakham, in the county of Rutland, -clerk.-. 
Richard White, of Piccadilly, in the parith of St. James, Weſt. 


_ miniſter, in the county of Middleſex, oilman. 


George Willington, of the Inner-temple, London, attorney at law. 

Jom Higgleſworth, of Somerlet-place, in the county of Middlefex, 
eſq. one of the infpettors general of accounts in the Auditor" s Office 
there. 5 

Fohn York, of his Majeſty's Tower of London, and deputy liente- 


nant thereof. 


Matthew Yatman, of Percy-ltreet, Rathibone-plave, 1 in the e 
of OG; —— 
— — 

The following is a LIST of the PETTY JURORS Hirne. 

Addon. Thomas Buck, elq. 

Back-lane. John Warner, gent. 
Baer ſtreet. Portman-ſquare. Thomas Skipp. Dyen Bucknell, eſq. 
Barnet. Benjamin Bradbury, Fryer's- lane, Fryer une ent. 

Bedford: ſguare. Joſeph Shrimpton, Eſq. 

Bethnal green. Joſiah Boydell, gent. | 

Bow. Thomas Sayer, eſq. and diſtiller ; Edward Gets fa. 


** bre wer; Mark Hudſon, elq. and brewer. 


Brentford. Hugh Ronalds, ol: and nurſery-man; David Roberts, 


| diſtiller, 


Broad-ſtreet, St. George's in the Eaft. Joſeph Ainſtie, coal-merhant. 

Bromley. Nathaniel Stonard, brewer; Charles Smith, diſtiller; 
Chriſtopher Met alf, eſq. and diſtiller, 

Brompton. Thomas Hammerſly, eſq. ad banker; Hanbury Potter, 


5 Old Brompton, eſq. 


Buckingham-ſtreet. Archibald Paxton, wine- merchant. g 
Bur-. ſtreet, Eaſt. el 1homas Allen, e Riee Davies, 


Chancery-lane. Richard Maſters, CO and banker; Thomas Druce, 
ſtationer. 


Charing-croſs. "RR A Fourdrinier ſtationer; James Shepnell, IN 


Slverſwith. 
Charlotte-fireet, Rathbone- Plate. Edward Campion, * and wine · 
merchant ; Iſaac Mark, gent. . - 
Charterhouſe ſyuare, Lacy Primatt, * and chemiſt, | 
Che- 
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Cen -ſtreety Bedford- -fquare. John Peavey, cooper; ? 

. 22 ick. Thomas Laurence, Strand on the Green, ahi 8. > 
Thomplon, brewer ; Thomas Beach, Strand on the Cond, eſq. 3 
 Clerkenwelt, Apſley Pellatt, St. John 's-{treet, ironmonger; John 
*Gueſt, ditto, eſq. and potter; George Fillingham, ditto, hopfactor; 
David Dean, ditto, cheeſemonger; . Wright, Red OREN, 

| watch caſe-maker. | | 
 Cockſpur-ftreet, James Oliphant, hatter James Crompton, paper 
banging-maker. 
- Colnbrook. Henry Bullock, this fide of Colnbrook, eſq. 
” Dalton, Cecil 5 * ,elq. 
| Downing=ſtreet, We Mia Maude, ef 3 agent. 
0 . adler, Calvert Clapham, 1 | gen 
Ealing. Thomas Wood, Hanging-hill, eſq. and coal-merchant ; 
Richard Meux, eſq. and brewer ; Robert Winn, Lower-fide, elq. 
Richard Hunt, Windmill-lane, eſq. Sampfon Bowles, eq. and ha- 
berdaſher; John Baker, eſq. James Smith, eſq. and perfumer; Ro- 
bert Vincent, eſq. — Smith, Up n N and 3 
Edward Roberts, eſq. Thomas Cheap, e 5 
Edgware. Thomas Cockington, gent. | 
Edmonton. Daniel Goſſett, eſq. and broker; John Blackburrzzeſq. 
and merchant; Thomas Lewis, South- — eiq, and Iriſh- factor. 
Elſtree. Samuel Rudge, eſq John Rudge, 78 | | 
Enfield. Matthias Dupont, of the Chace-ſide, gent. wine and 
brandy-merchant ; George Capes, eſq. and warehouſeman; Rich- 
ard Gough, Forty-hill, eſq. William Emerſon, Buſh-hill, eſq. John 
Horſley, Bull's-croſs, eſq. Henry Purrier, Chace-fide, eſq. George 
' Ellward, ditto, eſq. and upholder; en n Strothoff, Bull's- 
_ croſs ofg. and merchant. 
Finchley. Thomas Allen, Eaſt-end, eſq. William Hamerton, ela 
Thomas Gildart, Nether-ſtreet, eſq. and merchant. 
Frith-flreet, Soho. Alexander Trotter, eſq. and upholder. 
Fulham. Robert Lewis, North-end, eſq. John James, eſq. 
| Goonman's-fields, Major Rhode, Lemon-ftrect, A te and ſogar: 
er. 
| Gofwell. Areet. Robert Hawkins, coal-merchant, - | ** 
 Gray's-nn-lane. Thomas Harriſon, Cowkeeper. ER 
Great George-ſtreet, Neſtminſter. Francis Jenks, gent. 
Grecl-treet. Johiah Wedgwood, potter. | | 
Green-ftreet, Grofvenor-ſquare. George Brooks, eſq. and banker; 
1.7 Fiſher, the elder, eiq. 
Hackney. Thomas Boddington, eſq. Charles Digby, Mare-ftreet, 


eſ, 
Omer faith, James Dorville, elq. Simon Leſage, efq. Bryan 
Marſhall, gent. Benjamin Goodiſon, elq. James Keene, grocer; 
Henry Oſbaldiſton, . 5 
Hamp ſtead. Philip Godfall, t. and coachmaker; John Peter 
coke elq. and W ar; Toa 2608.4 mannes 


 COWKECDEr, 
1 <.Þ EN ; . 
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Hampton. Thomas Chadwick cla. John. Hillman, eſq... 1 5 8 
Hanwell. William Harwood, e iu OE 
Harleſdown-hill, near Harrow. illiam Nichol, farmen 
Hatton- garden. Nathaniel Wright, lurveyor. „ 

ayes John Blencowe, eſq. | 
Hendon, Michael Collinſos, eſ, Edward Hill, gent. : | 
Highgate, Edward Hale, gent. 2 Fee q. and Heaven 

High ſtreet, Mary-le-bone. James Sheridine, eſq. 5 
Hillington. Samuel Marſh, eſq. William Perry, lg. and ago: 

of phyſic; James Coo , eſq. | | 
Holborn. Robert Ma ris, near Great Turnſtile, goat... 

- Hornſey. David-Duveluz, eſd. and merchant, John RO ſq 
and upholder. | 

N e Samuel Pullen, gent. | 
enfington. James Wheble, gentleman and allow-chandler ; John 

Walker, Square, eſq. Thomas Ayliffe, eſq. Samuel Palmer, elg. Ed w. 

Helme, Parſon's-yard, eſq. Jeffery Holmes, Young-ſtreet, eſq. 

Alexander Baxter, eſq. Edward Green, Square, eſq. Edmund Jen- 

nings, Young-ſtreet, eſq. Stephen Aiſley, eſq. Robt. Willſon, Square, 

eſq. Thomas Sanders, Fiore: lace, eſq. John Maſon, eſq. John 

| Battye, eſq. Thomas Norms . ſon's-yard, eſq. John Robinſon, 

eſq. Iſaac Lucas, eſq. and oilman; John Jenkinſon, eſq. Thomas 
Robinſon, Church- lane, eſq. and gardener ; John way, 58 and 

ironmonger. | : 
Knightſbridge. Sir Joſep h Andrews, bart. 

| | Limehouſe. Robert Batak, ſhip-builder; Robert Melliſh, ſhip- 
builder; James Mitchel, rope-maker; Adam Steinmetz, biſcuit-_ 

baker ; Jeremiah Blakeman, timber-merchant; Thomas Bird, diſtil- 

ler; Charles Turner, ſail- maker; Thomas Draine, brewer ; Emanuel = 

Goodheart, ſugar-refiner ; Chriſtopher Richardſon, timber-merchant, 

Norriſon Coverdale, rope-maker ; Anthony Calvert, rc. 25 

Liſſon- green. James Stephens, eſq. 

London-ſtreet, Tottenham-court-road. George Sewell, gent. 

Marlborough-ſtreet, ¶ Great ). John Harrop, gent. 

Mile-end. John Charrington, 55 and brewer; John Liptrapy 
eſq. and diſtiller ; Ralph Keddey, eſq. and merchant. 

Mimms ( South). Francis Baroneau, eſq. 

Moor ffelds. Samuel Mills, weaver. | 

Newington {Stoke}, George Rigby, eſq. and In- factor; 1 
than Kade, eſq. and ſhip-chandler. 

Neo- road, Tottenham-court- road. Joſhua Brooks, i ang in birds ; 3 

John White, eſq. and builder; Cam Farmer, hang 
Northumberland. cet. Henry Capel, gent. 

Old- ſtreet. Richard Child, diſtiller. | 

Ormona-fereet, (New ). Thomas Ni Tons. eſq. and merchant Wik | 
liam Cooke, eſq. 

Paddington-ſtreet, St. M ary-le-bome, Richard Carte elq. 

Pall-mall. Richard Croft, eſq. and Banker. 

'Percy-ſtreet, Rathbone-place. Thomas Elmſley, eſq. 

Pimlico, George Shakeſpear, eſq. and builder. 

* John un, carponjes and Lurveyen. 


* 
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Forman His are. William Atwick, a”! ns 5 rel 
ee near Northam. Francis Hammond, eſg. 1 
Frincet reet, Red-lion-ſquare, John Lovett, gent. 
Queen-ſquare, Bloomſbury, William Fraſer, eſq. William Moka, 
eq. and merchant; Wife Arnold, eſq. 
ueen-ſtreet, ( 2 7. Lincoln s- inn. fields. Robert Kilby Cox, elq. 
and brewer, | 
Ratcliꝶ. Charles Bowles, Glaſs-houſe-yard, Sun-tavern-Helds, 
glaſs- manufacturer; Joſeph Bird, Cock-hill, elq. and ſail- maker; 
John Thompſon, Sun-tavern- ßelds, rope- maker. | 
Rathbone-place. Hugh French, eſq. and apothecary. | 
NOR” Sir John Crofts, bart. Charles Bilhop, eſq.' and 
rotor. he 
S.. Catherine's. William Maſhiter, wharfinger; 1 Goodwyn, 
. We brewer, _ 2 
James - ſtreet, Piccadilly. James Crane, Eg 5 
Pen 59 5 {Upper ), Mary-le-bone. William Phillimore, eſq. 
Shadwell. Newell Connop, diſtiller; Arthur Shakeſpear, Ste ney- 
OY eſq. and f Matthew Whiting, ditto, fager. 
refiner 
Shoreditch. Thomas ProQor, Hollywell-ſtreet, elq. and brewer ; 
John Marſhall, ditto, eſq. 
Smithfield, ( Faſt J. William Down, omar a e Ailla- 
bie, wine-merchant and ſoap boiler, e 
| Somer's-town. John Harrifon, Duke” s-row, gent. | 
Southampton-place, New-road. James Haygarth, eſq. and bullder 3 3 
John Mandell, gent. Thomas Matthews, gent, 
Southampton-row, 8 George Wade, Stockbroker. 
South Molton-ſtreet. John Pratt, gent. | 
Spring-gardens. Edmund Antrobus, New-ſtreet, efq. aa banker. 
Stanmore. Samuel Dickenſon, eſq. Charles Wig n, eſg. 
Strand. George [efferys, . a and Giver, 
Sunbury. Roger 8 and merchant; Dicker Saunders, 
eſq. James Sbergold, e Wilden Parker, eſq. 
77 eddington, William 3 eſq. and banker. | | 
Tottenham. Thomas Powell, High-croſs, eſq. and PO RO | 
William Row, ditto, eſq. and broker; Charles Pratt, miller. 
Tottenham: ſtrect. John Leader, * Joſeph Mawley, geot. 
Turnham- green. James Payne, 
Turnmill-ſtreet, Cow-croſs. Philip Booth, diſtiller, | 
Twickenham. John Davenport, eſq. and woollen- draper ; George 
Golling, eſq. and banker; Benjamin Green, eſq. and regiſter in 
Chancery ; Edmund Hill, Whilton, eſq. and gunpowder merchant, | 
Uxbridge. ohn Mercer, mealman ; Daniel Cock, diſtiller, 
Mapping. Thomas Martin, King Ed ward- ſtalrs, oilman; John 
Rixon, Hermitage-ſtreet, cooper; Daniel Martin, Red Lion-ſtieet, 
eſq. Andrew Burt, Charlotte-ſtreet, eſq. Michael Henley, coal- 
merchant ; Nathaniel Allen, Wapping-wall, ſhip-chandler, 
Welldloſe-ſquare. Theophilus Pritzler, ſugar- Bs Caſten Rohde, 
q. and lugar-reliper, . | 
F2 | Whites 


on earth, after which, as an individual, 


1 


; , 

| Whitechapel. Henry Bullock, Higb-ſtreet, brewer, 

Wiljden. Joſeph Nicoll, Nealdown, gemleman-farmer 3 Edward 
Franklin, farmer, ; pet 7 


' . Wenbley-green, Richard Page, elq, 


' BESSION-HOUSE, CLERKENWELL, TUESDAY, OCT. 7th. 


THE Grand Jury. being called, preſented a true bill againſt 
John Martin, for High Treaſon. | | 
The Chief Juſtice aſked if there were any more bills ready for 
the Grand Jury. | 1 LO np ers yo ; 
The Foreman ſaid, the Jury would be glad to adjourn to ſome 
day, when there might be buſineſs ſufficient to engage them the 
whole day. p- TEND ” _ 
,.. White, one of the ſolicitors to the treaſury, ſaid, if the 
court was adjourned till Thurſday, he thought they ſhould be 
ready with all the Bills that were meant to be preſented, if that 
day would be convenient for the Jury. 1 
Tbe Foreman ſaid, the Jury had no objection. 
The Chief Fuftice ſaid, he had no objection, after the buſi- 
neſs of this day was over, to adjourn the Court to Thurſday, at 
Io o'clock, - | 3 A 7 
At this moment appeared in Court Mr, Holcroft, who ad- 
dreſſed the Court to the following effect: | 
FR Low, | ie | 
« Being informed that a Bill for High Treaſon has been pre- 
ferred againſt me, Thomas Holcroft, by his Majeſty's Attorney 
General, and returned a true bill by a Grand Jury of thele 
realms, I come to ſurrender myſelf to this Court, and my coun- 
fry, to be put upon my trial; that, if 1 am a guilty man, the 
whole extent of my guilt may become notorious; and, if inno- 
cent, that the rectitude of my prin<;ples and conduct may be no 
leſs public. And I hope, my Lord, there is no appearance of 
vaunting in aſſuring your Lordſhip, this Court, and my coun- 
try, that, after the misfortune of having been ſuſpected as an 
enemy to the peace and happineſs of mankind, there is nothing 
| il, I more ardently aſpire 
than a full, fair, and public examination. | 
L have further to requeſt that your lordſhip will inform tne, 
if it be not the practice, in theſe caſes, to aſſign counſel, and to 
ſuffer the accuſed to ſpeak in his own defence? Likewiſe, whe- 
ther free egreſs and regreſs be not allowed for ſuch perſons, 
books, and papers, as the accuſed, or his counſel, hall deem 
geceſlary for juſtification?? | £ 955 


E „ 
chief Juſtic..— “ With regard to the firſt, Sir, it will be the 
duty of the Court to aſſign you Counſel, and alſo to order that 
ſuch Counſel ſhall have free acceſs to you at all proper hours 
with reſpeR, Sir, to the liberty of ſpeaking for yourſelf, the ac- 
cuſed will be fully heard by himſelf, as well as by his Counſel ; 
but with regard to papers, books, and other things of that kind, 
it is impoſſible for me to ſay any thing preciſely, with regard to 
them, until the thing required be aſked, However, Sir, you 
may depend upon it, every thing will be granted to the party 
accuſed, ſo as to enable him to make his defence. If I under- 
ſtand you rightly, you now admit that you are the perſon ſtand- 
ing indicted by the name of Thomas Holcroft? ? 
Mr. Hikreft. —** Yes, my Lord.” 5 
Chief Fuftice.—* You come here to ſurrender yourſelf, and I 
can only accept of that ſurrender on the ſuppoſition that you are - 
the perfon ſo indicted. You know the contequence, Sir, of be- 
ing indicted for High Treaſon. I ſhall be under the neceſſity of 
ordering you into cuſtody, I would not with to take any ad- 
vantage of your coming forward in perſon, indiſereetly, in this 
manner, without being called upon by the ordinary proceſs of 
the law. You thould have a moment to conſider whether you 
ſurrender yourſelt as that perſon.” N A 
Mr. FHolcriſt.—“ It is certainly not my with, either to inflict 
upon myſelf unneceſſary punithment, or to appear to put myſelf 
forward än ihis occaſion. I come only as Thomas Holcroft, of 
Newman: ſtreet, in the county of Middleſex, and I certainly do 
2 wiſh to ſtand more forward, than any other man ought to 
hed; ;*- | | | 
Chief Fuftice. —©« J cannot enter into this point. If you 
admit yourlelf to be the perſon indicted, the conſequence mult 
be, that I muſt order you to be taken into cuſtody to anſwer this 
charge. I do not know whether you are, or are not, Thomas 
Holcroft. I do not know you, and therefore it is impoſſible for 
- me to know whether you are the perſon ſtated in the indict- 
ment,. BY 1 „ 
Mr. Holcroſt.—“ It is equally impoſſible for me, my Lord.“ 
Chief Juſtice.— Why then, Sir, I think you had better fit 
ſtill. Is there any thing moved on the part of the Crown wit! 
reſpect to this gentleman ?”* _ 55 3CC* 
Solicitor General. —*, My Lord, as I conſider him to be tho 
' perſon againſt whom a true bill is found, 1 move that he be 


| committed.” | 


Chief Juſtice.— I do not know how many perſons there may 
be of the name of Thomas Holcroft : it would. be rather extra- 
ordinary to commit a perſon on this charge, if we do not know 


him.“ 
5 Mr, 


1 6 1 


Mr. Knapp, one of the Counſel for the Crown, contended, 
dhat from what the priſoner had ſaid at firſt in Court, he ad- 
' mitted himſelf to be the perſon.” “ | 3 
| n That does not ſignify. Does the Counſel 
for the Crown think fit that this (gentleman thould' be com- 
mitted 160 ; b 5 F 1 . 5 
Solicitor General. —* I move that he now be taken into cuſ- 
tody.” ZZ inde oe oe „ 
5 Cie Fuſtice.—**. Sir, you muſt now ſtand committed.” 
A ſheriff's officer now took Mr. Holcroft into cultody,  _ 
Chief Fuftice to the priſoner. —® Are you prepared to name 
ell!!! | 
His Solicitor immediately named Mr. Erſkine and Mr. Gibbs, 
whom the Court afligned in the uſual form. © 
The ſame learned advocates were named for Mr. Thelwall 
and Mr. Baxter. — re tb FO GE, 
John Pearce ſtated to the Court, that he was an articled clerk. 
to Mr. Martin, againſt whom the Grand Jury had found a bill. 
He requeſted that he might be permitted to attend Mr. Martin, 
as, without his aſſiſtance, he did not think Mr. Martin would 
be able to proceed to his trial. 97, I, 
The Solicitor General objected to this application, becauſe, 
there might be a charge againſt Mr. Pearce himſelf. 4 
_ The Judge obſerved, that until ſome charge was preferred, he 
could not refuſe this application. . 8 N 
Mr. White, the Solicitor, deſired that the order might be 
poſtponed until Friday, which the Judge conſented to, on con- 
dition that a copy of the indictment was not preferred till that 
time. The Chief Juſtice then ordered the officer to adjourn the 
Court. „ 1 1 
Mr. Holcreſt begged that his ſervant might be permitted to 
| have acceſs to him. „„ | | | 
The Chief Fufiice ſaid, that was a ſort of thing that was quite 
new, and he did not know that he could grant it, unleſs ſome- 
thing was ſtated by Mr. Holcroft, with reſpect to his health, to, 
make it requiſite. | 5 
Mr. Holcroſt ſaid, there was nothing of that ſort; that he did 
not know it to be unuſual, or he ſhould not have aſked it. The 
reaſon for his aſking it, was, that his ſervant was his amanuenſis; 
it had been his habit to dictate to this man, and therefore it 


would be extremely convenient for him to be indulged in this 


| particular, if that was not contrary to cuſtom, 


The Chief Fuſtice ſaid, he was afraid it was, and he thought 5 


it would be proper for Mr. Holcroft to apply to another quarter, 


which could better grant indulgence than he could, ſitting in that 


11 


Mr. Holcreft ſaid, he wiſhed: to have no indulgence 3 he only 
wiſhed: fon jaſti ce, „ Toe | 
The Chief Fuftice ſaid, © Then, Sir, I cannot make the 
qi er? 2a nt > 4h , ae hk! 
The. Court then immediately adjourned to Thurſday, at ten 
o'clock in the morning. | , 


[The preceding Account being that which appeared in the Public 
Prints, there appeared next Day, in the ſame Prints, the  follow- 
ing Note from Mr. Holeroft.J © 1 
| . To the EDITOR, &c. 
- +a Rs: 7 ES MT A292 e 25 
The predicament in which I ſtand is, I preſume, a ſelf-evident 
motive why I ſhould be aſſiduouſly careful that the following 
miſtake, in your account of what paſſed yeſterday at Hicks's Hall, 
ſhould be corrected. You ſtate, that, r by the Chief 
Juſtice whether I admitted myſelf to be the perſon indicted by 
the name of Thomas Holcroft, I anfwered,' Ves, my Lord: 
Far from anſwering in this dire& manner, the queſtion imme- 
diately awakened in me ſome apprehenſion of having too impli- 
citly credited the reports I heard, from perſons of various rank 
and ſtation, that a Bil for High Treaſon was found againſt me; 
the purport of my anſwer to his Lordſhip immediately. was, that 
the only knowledge I had of the event was that which I derived 
from theſe reports. Such an anſwer as you have been informed 
I made, might very innocently have eſcaped a very innocent 
man, though the truth is, it did not happen to eſcape me. It 
might perhaps too very innocently, but miſtakenly, have implied, 
in the minds of ſome people, a conſciouſneſs of my having de- 
| ſerved to be indicted; an inuendo, which, from my heart and 
ſoul, and with all the faculties I poſſeſs, of mind, memory, and 
truth, I repel. . 155 | = 
. | _ | Tromas HoOLCROFT, | 
Newgate, October 8, 1794. | a 


 $ESSION-HOUSE, CLERKENWELL, THURSDAY, OCT. 9th. 
Tus Court met again at ten o'clock, when the Grand Jury 
preſented a true bill for High Treaſon againſt John Hiller. | 
© Another bill was then preferred by Mr, White, ſolicitor of 
the treaſury. With this bill the Jury retired to their own room; 
after which the Court adjourned to Thurſday the ſixteenth of 
G 333 55 „ 
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ten, 


SkssioN-Housz, CLERKENWELL, THURSDAY, OCT. 16th. ; 


Taz Court fat as before. The Grand Jury returned a true 


bil againſt Fohn Philip Frankloe for High Treaſon. 


Mr. White, ſolicitor of the treaſury, then preferred two other 
bills to the Grand Jury. 5 | CS 
The Chief, Juſtice obſerved, he ſhould wiſh to adjourn the 
Court for the accommodation of the Jury, and he thought 
Tueſday next might be a proper day; in the mean time the 
Jury would proceed on the bills. now before them. His Lord- 


hip ſaid, he hoped on Tueſday to diſcharge the Jury from a very 


long and Jaborious ſervice ; at leaſt until further ſummons. His 
Lordſhip aſked if there was any motion to be made? To which 
there being no anſwer, the Court adjourned to Tueſday, the 
21ſt of October. A A BOM HR 5 


TUESDAY, OCTOBER 21ſt. | 


85 Tun Court met, when the Grand Jury found a true bill | 


againſt Thomas Sperve for High "Treaſon. 55 
A bill againſt Jahn Aſbley, for the ſame crime, was not found. 
Adjourned to Saturday the 25th of October. 
[At eight o'Clock on Friday morning, the 24th-of October. 


the priſoners, who were confined in the Tower, were taken 
from thence by the ſheriffs, and conveyed, in hackney coaches, 


guarded by conſtables, &c. but no military, to Newgate. ] 


ß; BATURDAY, 0cromnmk a6. | 

Tux CourT met at the Sess10Nn-HovsE in the OLD BAILEY, 
When, at one O'Clock, the following took their ſeats on the 
TRE Lok D Mayor. . [SIR B. HorHAM. 
Lord CHIEF JusTICE EyRE. | SIR N. GRoss. 


Loop ChIET BARON M. Do- | Sik F. BuI LEX. 


NAL. 


| | ALDERMEN, | FO, | 
CIAEB, GIL IL, PicKET, NEWMAN, MACAULAY, ANDERSON. 


i After the uſual proclamation, Mr, Kirby, the keeper of New- 
125 was ordered to bring to the bar the following priſonets in 
his cuſtody, againſt whom the Grand Fury had found their 

FIRST BILL OF INDICTMENT.®s=—_ © & 


Thomas Hardy, late of Weſtminſter, in the County of Mid- 
dleſex, ſhoemaker. i 7 | 


Joby 


„ 
985 F037 | = 
'  Fobn Horne Tock, late of Wimbledon, in the County of Sur- 
fey. Flert.- Hs | | | "ls 
11 Fob Auguflus Bonney, late of the Pariſh of St. Giles in the 
Fields, in the County of Middleſex aforeſaid, gentleman. | 
Stewart Hd, late of London, Eſq. _ . | | 
Feremiab Foyce, of the Pariſh of St. Mary-le-bone, otherwiſe 
Mar bone, in the County of Middleſex aforeſaid, gentleman. - 
| Thomas Hilcroft, late of the Pariſh of St. Mary-le-bone, 
otherwiſe Marybone, in the County of Middleſex aforeſaid, 
Sentleman, _ „ | 
Jyobn Richter, late of Weſtminſter, in the ſaid County of 
Middleſex, gentleman. | 3 | ME 
Fobn Thehwall, late of Weſtminſter, in the County of Mid- 
dleſex aforeſaid, gentleman. | 1 
Jobn Baxter, late of the pariſh of St. Leonard, Shoreditch, 
in the County of Middleſex aforefaid, labourer. 
The Court, immediately on their appearance, wiſhed to know, 
whether the priſoners' Counſel attended in purſuance td their 
nomination and appointment ? | 3 5 3 
Mr. Gurney replied, that in addition to his learned friends 
prefent, who had been retained, he expected Mr, Eiſtine, Mr. 
8 8 and Mr. F. Vaughan, who had been nominated by the 
8 | | | 
The Court condeſcended to wait a few minutes, pe 
The windows which are behind rhe bar, where the 1 
were, having been previouſly let down by the Lord Preſident's 
orders, ſo as to admit a ſtrong current of air, the following ob- 
ſervations were made by F 
Mr. Horne Tote. My Lord, I beg leave to repreſent to 
the Court, that we have juſt come out of a very confined and 
_ cloſe hole, and the windows now opened at our backs, expoſe 
us to fo much cold air, that our health, particularly my own, 
will be conſiderably endangered, and moſt probably we ſhall loſe 
our voices before we leave the place. I ſhall, therefore, requeſt 
of the Court to be diſmiſſed as ſoon as their convenience will 


ermit.“ 3 | 
1 The Lord Preſident of the Commiſſion.—“ If you are pre- 
beer to plead, Sir, you may be diſmiſſed almoſt immediately. 
We were waiting for your Counſel, that you might have the 
benefit of their aſſiſtance.“ RN 5 | 
Mr. H. Toote.—“ My Lord, in a great meaſure am I pre- 
vented from being now able to ſay any thing on the ſubject of 
the indictment, fh the circumſtance of our not having had the 
ten clear days allowed by Act of Parliament, to perſons in our 
ſituation. By the change of cuſtody a whole day has been com- 
pletely loſt to us; in Gus we have not had an opportunity - 
: 1 5 G „ 
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1 5 J 


of converſing with our Counſel. Mr. Erftine and Mr. Gibbs 
had engaged themſelves to dine with me on Friday, for the pur- 
poſe of conferring together on the buſineſs of this day. Notice 
was given me as late as nine or ten on Thurſday night only, of 
my intended removal; I was removed by eight o'clock the next. 
- morning: it was perfectly impoſſible for me, therefore, to take the 
advantage of my Counſel's advice, as our arrangements were 
thus completely deſtroyed, and all my papers, Which I had col- 
lected and arranged in the Tower, thrown into diſorder and 
_ confuſion. Your Lordſhip—who never was a priſoner—can _ 
have but a very imperfect idea of the change of cuſtody,” “, 
The Lord Preſideni.— The Court is inclined to make every 
allowance that can be expected, and is willing to wait the arri- 
val of your Counſel,” | 3% ED g 
Mr. Tocke.—*< Rather than catch cold, T ſhould chuſe to plead 
at preſent. I aſk no indulgence, but deſire ſubſtantial juſtice, 
When I mentioned the circumſtance of the day's lofs, I did not, 
by any means, wiſh to cauſe delay. It is undoubtedly clear, 
that the Act, which ſays, that no? /e/s than ten days ſhould be 
allowed, by no means meant to preclude the accuſed from hav- 
ing the advantage of more than ten days, if neceſſary for the pre- 
paration of materials requiſite for their defence. I hope that no 
inconvenience will arife to us from the ſhifting of cuſtody :—but 
we certainly have not had the indulgence which that law intended 
us. I am, however, ready to plead, though deprived of the 
advantage of my papers, and the benefit of advice. We have 
been {1x months in cloſe confinement, without being able yet to 
Imagine what was the nature of the charges to be brought againſt 
us, nor have we been able to diſcover it from the indictment 
found againſt us.” 2 „ 


Mr. Thekwall.—« My Lord, I think it my duty; and an 


Act of juſtice to myſelf and my country, to mention, in this pub- 


lic manner, the hardſhips which we have ſuffered, Not to men- 
tion the loſs of a day, I myſelf have to complain of a circum- 
ſtance very detrimental indeed to me. I have been deprived of 
the benefit of my books and papers, which I had collected toge- 
ther, and arranged in the Tower. When we were removed 
from the Tower, the ſheriffs thought proper not to allow me 
time ſufficient to take them with me; I do not mean to attach 
any blame to them, when I mention this, for with great polite- 
neſs they promiſed I ſhould have them ſent me. —Afterwards, 
when I had an opportunity of ſending for them through the 
medium of a friend who was ſending to the Tower for ſome 
things he wanted, I was refuſed, and received an evaſive anſwer. 

I was informed, that they could not ſend what I wanted, as 
had a number of other things there, and they muſt be ſent for 
| Ds UT together, 


= 
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together, as it would be neceſſary to have a ſeparate coach for 
them. This morning I received a fecond evaſive anſwer. I 
mention this circumſtance not with any view of delay, for I am 
as anxious, as any man can be for any thing, to meet the juſtice , 
of my country.“ | 2 | 
The Indictment was then read by the Clerk of the Arraigns. 
It charged the Priſoners, that they being ſubje&s of the King, 
not having the fear of God in their hearts, nor weighing the duty 
of their allegiance, but being moved and ſeduced by the inſtiga- 
tion of the Devil, withdrawing their affection and allegiance from 
the King, did, on the firſt of March laſt, contrive, in concert. 
with other perſons, to diſturb the peace of the Kingdom, to ſub- 
2 * Government, to depoſe the King, and to put him to 
eath. 7 
The Indictment then proceeded to ſpecify, and ſet forth in 
nine different counts, the overt acts of the above compaſſings and 
imaginations. (See p. 23——28.) 1 
5 he Priſoners were then ſeverally aſked the uſual queſtions, 
« Guilty or not guilty ©” “ How will you be tried? 
Mr. Hardy.—* Not guilty.” —* By God and my country.“ | 
Mr. Tooke.—** Not guilty.” On being aſked how he would be 


tried, he eyed the Court for ſome ſeconds with an air of . e 5 


cancy, which few men are ſo well able to aſſume, and, ſhaking 
his head, RY anſwered—* [ woULD be tried by God and 
my country, But - | / 

The others anſwered in the uſual manner“ Net guilty.”— 
« By God and my country.” | 3 

Mr. Bonney was about to make ſome remarks, when he was 
- Interrupted by „ | 

The Lord Preſident, —* Tooke having complained of the cold-. 
neſs of the air, may withdraw.” HT : 

Mr. Tooke then withdrew. 1 5 | 
'  Fobn Auguflus Bonney.—“ My Lord, there is an error in this 
indictment, which intitles me to plead in abatement. I am de- 
ſcribed late of the pariſh of S/. Giles in the Fields, whereas I 
ought to have been deſcribed of the parith of S,. Pancras. I ne- 
ver did reſide in the pariſh of St. Giles. But, my Lord, I am 
alſo charged by this inditment with having committed treaſon in 
the pariſh of St. Giles; and as my deſcription is juſt as true and 
correct as this afſertion, I am content to take my trial upon the 
indictment in it's preſent form; for I look forward with earneſt 
and anxious expectation for the day when a Jury of my country 
ſhall juſtify me from the aſperſions thrawn on my character by 
this indictment : I therefore wave my objection, and plead ge- 
nerally, that I am nt guilty.” | 1 | „ 
N | e | Mr. 


* 9 


Mr. Thelwall.—« There is a circumſtance, my Lord, which 
my Counſel have informed me would entirely quaſh this indict- 
ment as far as regards me, if I were inclined to take advantage of 
it. My deſcription is * „ I am deſcribed as an inhabitant 
of Weftminſter, whereas I refide in the Liberties of the Dutchy of 
Lancafter. Anxious as I am to have my conduct examined into 
by my country, I deſpiſe the idea of availing myſelf of any paltry _ 
ſubterfuge. I feel perſectly convinced, that when the long ex- 
ected day ſhall come, no honeft Jury can ſay otherwiſe than 
do now, Not guiliy.” “ e Res : 
Mr. Bonney then ſaid, © IT beg that your Lordſhips will allow 
me a few words before we quit the bar, I aſſure you, if I ha 
been arraigned for any known and certain treaſon, for murder, or 
for felony, I would aſk no favour of your Lordſhips; but when 
I ſtand before you upon a caſe, in which ſand I believe I have 
your Lordſhips“ opinion in my favour on the ſubjeR) if the facts 
| charged againſt us ſhould be proved, there would itill be very 
great doubt upon the law, I truſt I do not make an improper 
requeſt when 1 ſolicit your Lo:dfhips, that we may be allowed 
as many of the little comforts and conveniences of life (to which 
we have been accuſtomed) as may be conſiſtent with the ſecurity 


of our perſons, Your Lordſhips, I am ſure, will agree with me, 


that a ſituation in which a man can neither ſleep by night, nor 
caſt his eye on a ray of comfort by day, is not much adapted to 
prepare his mind for fo important a trial as mine—and yet, my 
3 ſuch is my ſituation. „ 5 | 
e beg tobe underſtood not to intend the ſmalleſt inſinuation 
agaiHſt the Sheriffs; their language and their countenances, when 
they viſited me yeſterday in my cell, ſufficiently convinced me of 
the concern they felt at not being able to afford me better accom 
modation. My requeſt, therefore, o your Lordſhips is, that 
we may be remanded to the cuſtody of the Governor of the 
Tower, where we have been treated, for two and twenty weeks, 
with the greateſt humanity and attention.“ : | 

Mr. Richter and Mr. Baxter alſo complained of the want of 
accommodation in the places where they were confined. 

The Lord Preſident, —* I muſt repeat, that the Court can only 
refer you to the diſcretion and humanity of the Shetiffs, who 
have already undertaken to pay attention to your complaints.” 

Mr. Attorney General. —“ My Lord, as the Priſoners have fi 
nified their deſire to be tried ſeparately, I move that Mr. Hardy 
be tried firſt; and that the warrants, made neceſſary by a late Ag 
of Parliament, for conſtituting the commiſſion, be recorded.“ | 
Mr. Erſkine, who, together with Mr. Gibbs and Mr. 
Vaughan, Counſel for the Prifoners, had come into Court du- 


ring the reading of the Indictment by the Clerk of the Crown, 


„„ | 

apologized to the Court for their momentary abſence, as not ex- 
pecting the buſineſs of the Court to begin ſo early. He under- 
ſtood that Mr. Horne Toke had tated, and truly, to the Court, 
the total want of communication between him and his Counſel, 
owing to his unexpected removal. He therefore confided in the 
- diſcretion and humanity of the Court, that they would, in ſome 
degree, remedy this evil, by not proceeding to trial till Tueſday 
next at the ſooneſt, in order to afford an interval for ſuch com- 
munication between the Priſoners and Counſel as was neceſſary 
for their ſafety. 5 | 


The Attorney General ſaid, the Priſoners were duly apprized 
of their being to be arraigned as on this day. Their removal 
from the Tower to Newgate was arranged to take place as late as 
poſſible, in order to prevent their being embarraſſed by interrup- 
tion in their communication with their Friends and Counſel. Of 
the preſent objection he had heard nothing till the preſent mo- 
ment, which he was convinced was unpremeditated, elſe he was 
ſatisfied that the Counſel would not have concealed it from him. 
As the great object, however, he had in view was, that a Jury 
of the Country ſhould ultimately decide whether or not thoſe 
charges were well or ill founded, which a Grand Jury had alrea- 
dy declared were not totally deſtitute of foundation, he was ready 
to aſſent to the delay propoſed, and therefore had no objection, if 
the Court fo willed it, that the trial of Mr. Hardy ſhould ſtand 
over till Tueſday, © | 

The Court accordingly decided to poſtpone the commence- 
ment of the trials till Tveſday next. . The Attorney General 
ſuggeſted to the Court, either that they muſt meet on Monday 
next, for which day the Petit Jury were ſummoned, or elſe they 
muſt be ſummoned afreſh for Tueſday. | | 

The Court directed that the Sheriff ſhould give notice to the 
Gentlemen of the Jury, that their preſence would not be neceſſary . 
till Tueſday ; and that the Court would meet on Monday morn- 
ing pro Fete. and ſo adjourn over to the following day, then to 
proceed to buſineſs. „„ 5 1 

The Court was then adjourned till Monday next at eight 
_ o'clock in the morning. Co a | 


MonDAyY, OCTOBER 27. 


The Court met at ſeven o'clock in the morning, pro forma, | 
and adjourned till ſeven o' clock in the morning of the next day. 


w- 


THE 


THE TRIAL OF THOMAS HARDY. 
 SESSIONS-HOUSE, OLD-BAILEY. 
TuzsDar, OCTOBER 27, 1794. 


Pu: 's AE met preeiſely at eight o *clock, when the Priſoner, 
| Mr. Thomas Hardy, was put to the Bar, and the names of 
the Jury being called over, and 134 being preſent, the Lord Pre- 
ſident ordered them to form the Pannel. 5 
The Clerk of the Court then addreſſed the Priſoner : 
Priſoner at the Bar, theſe good men you ſhall hear called, are 
thoſe that are to appear between our Sovereign Lord the King 
and you, on the trial of your life or death; if, therefore, you will 
challenge them, or any of them, you muſt, challenge them as 
they come to the book to be ſworn, and before they are ſworn, 
and you ſhall be heard.— The Clerk then proceeded to call 
Major Rhode, of Lemon-ſtreet, Goodman 17 Eſq. and 


4 ſu ar- baker. 


r. Erſtine. I challenge him. ö 
Charles Digby, Mare: ſtreet, Hackney, Eſq. 


Mr. Erſkine. I . him. 
Mr. Attorney General. Let the challenges be made public, 


that we may know who is challenged. | 
Mr. £rftine, I have no objection; but the Court being fo, 
full, I was not willing to give the gentleman the trouble of 
getting into the boxes. 4 
Mr. Attorney General. I deſire not that the gentleman ſhould 
come out of his place; but I deſire that the challenges may be 
publicly made. | 
Thomas Martin, oilman, King Edward-ſtairs, Wapping. _ 


Sworn. 


George Jefferys, of the Strand, jeweller and ſilverſmith. — u — 


Sworn. 

Hugh French, of Rathbone-place, Eſq. and apothecary. 

Mr. Erſtine. I challenge him. ; 
Robert Melliſh, of Limehouſe, ſhip-builder. i 
Mr. Erftine. I challenge this Juror. | EE 

William Harwood, of Hanwell, Eſq. 

Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. 

James Hfguth, of Southampton- place, New. road, Eſq. and. 

builder. 

Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. 


Mr. 845 1 — him. | 
Robert 


Robert Lewis, of North-end, Fulham, Eſq. Alen the 


gout on me, I would beg leave to be excuſed. 
John Walker, of Kenſington-ſquare, Eſq. 
. Rach Wade, of En Bloomſbury, lock. 
roker. 
Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. 
Thomas Buck, of Acton, Eſq.—Sworn. 
Thomas Ayliffe, of Kenſington- ſquare, Eſq, . 
Mr. Erſtine. I challenge him. | 
Thomas Wood, of Hanging-hill, Ealing, ra. and coal 
merchant.—Sworn. | 
Mark Hudſon, of Bow, Eſq. and brewer. | 
Mr. Erſkine. I challenge him. 
John Mandell, of Southampton-place, gent. 
Mr. £rſrine, I challenge him. 
Henry Bullock, this fide of Colnbrook. 
Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. 
John Powſey, of Poplar, carpenter and ſurveyor. 
Mr. Erſtine. I challenge him. 
Thomas Rhodes, of Hampſtead Road, cow-keeper. 
Mr. Erſkine. I challenge him. 
Edward Helme, of Parſons-yard, Eſq. Kenſington. 3 am 
not a freeholder of the county of Middlelex. 
 Meilrs. Martin, Fefferys, and Walter, who before had been | 
ſworn,. then obſerved, that they were not freeholders of the 
county of Middleſex, and that they would have mentioned it 
before, but they did not know it would excule them. 

Court, Then you may withdraw. | 

Mr. Erſkine. I do not make the objection. 

Curt. Such of the gentlemen that are not freeholders of the 

county of Middleſex, mult withdraw. 

Thomas Martin. 

. Are you a freeholder of this county ? 

Martin. My freehold is in the city of London. in Con- 
lane, Welt- Smithfield. | | 

Court, You may withdraw. | 

Mr. Attorney General. Have . any y copyhold_ eſtate in the 

county of Middleſex? _ | 

Mr. Martin. No, none. 

George Jefferys of the Strand. I am not a freeholder of the 
county of Middleſex. 85 
Court. Then that gentleman may withdraw. 

John Walker, of Kenſington-ſquare, Eſq. 
Are you a freeholder of the ny of Middleſex | ? 
Mir, Malter. I am not. 
Thomae | 


N 
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Thomas Buck. | 
Me Are you a frecholder ? 
| Buck, I am not. 
Thomas Wood. 
. Are you a freeholder? 
| Mod. Yes. —Sworn. 
| Jeffery Holmes, of Young-ſtreet, Eſq. 

r. Attorney General, I challenge him. 
William Fraſer, of Queen "ON Bloomſbury, Eq. 
D. Are you a freeholder? 5 

r. Fraſer. I am. —Sworn. i 
Apfley Pellatt, of St. John's-ſtreet, Cleckenwell, iconmongers 
DT Are you a freeholder ? 

ugh Ronalds; of Brentford, Eſq. nurſdryman, 
Q. Are you a frecholder of this ae bf 
A. I am. 
Mr. Erſkine. I challenge! him. 
Thomas Harrifon, of Gray's Inn- lane, cow · keeper. 
| DP Fo « you a freeholder 5 this ! 
Am. ; 
Mr. Erſkine. I challenge him. 
Daniel Goſſet, of Edmonton, Eſq. and broker. 
- Are you a freeholder of this county ? 
| I am not. 
Richard Meux, of Ealing, Eſq. and brewer. 
Are you a frecholder of this . 
A. I am not. | 
Dicker Saunders, of Sunbury,—T am not a frecholder, 1. am 
one of the people called Quakers. | 
Calvert Clapham, of Duke-ftreet, N gent. 
2 Are you a freeholder of this county ? 


I am not. 


John Leader, of Tottenhams-ſtreet, gent. 

2 oy you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex ? | 

A. Les 

Mr. Erſkine. Are you a freeholder and eee of the 
value of 1ol, per year? | 

A. Yes. I am a frecholder of 10l. a year. 

Mr. Erftine. I challenge him. 

John Gueſt, of Clerkenwell, Eſq. and potter. wh muſt beg 

leave to inform your lordſhips, that fome time back, I had a 

dreadful fall, which hath hurted me ſo, that it is impoſſi ble oy 

me to fit two hours in one poſture.—Excuſed, | 

Charles Fourdrinier, of Charing-croſs, ſtationer, 
= Are you a Irecholdet of the county of Middleſex ? 

J am not. | 


Adana 


E 


| Adam Steinmete, of ee buiſcuit-baker. Ly 
S Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex ? ) 
Yes. 


_ Have you a freehold and copyhold of the value of ol. a year? | 


A. Yes. 
Mr. Attorney General, Are you a natural born e 
A. Yes, Sir. —Sworn. 
Alexander Baxter, of Kenſin ton, Eſq: 
5 4 Are you a frecholder of this county? 
| No, I am not. 
Richard Child, of Old-ſtreet, diſtiller. 
I Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex? | 
No, I am not. 
Jeremiah Blakeman, of Limehouſe, timber: merchant. 
: 15 hs you a frecholder of the county of Middleſex ? 
es 


D. Are you a frecholder and ere to the amount af Lol. 
1 | 


#. Yes: . . Ty 
Fr Erſkine. I challenge him. 
obert Kilby Cox, of Great Queen-ſtreet, Eſq. and dive: 
- ©. Have you a frechold to the yang: of Tol. a WY „„ 
A. N 3 
Mr. Erſtine. I challenge him. 


Richard Hunt, of Windmill-lane, Eſꝗ. I am not a freeholder. 


James Payne, of Turnham-green, Eſq. 
D. Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex ? 
A. Yes. I am a freeholder to the value of more than rol. a 
ear, 
l Mr. Attorney Gauen! I challenge him. 
Newell Connop, diſtiller, 
5 Are you a freeholder ? 
. I am. | 
- To the value of 100. a year? | 
Yes. —Sworn. | 
| William Sandby, of Teddington, - Eſa. and 8 —A per- 
ſon ſpoke for him, and begged leave to addreſs the Court in ds- 
half of him, that he is 76 years of age. Excuſed. | 
John Mercer, of r way 1 mealman. 
D. Are you a treeholder ? 2 


A. Fes. 
S Are you a freeholder to the: amount of rol. a year ? 


Yes. —Sworn. | 
John Rickſon, of Hermitage ſtreet, Wapping, cooper 
Q. Are you a freeholder of the cou⁰ of N ? | 
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TY: To the amount ol 100% aye: ar? ; 
Yes. My, name is ſpelt wrong. in 7 Ae IN it hive 
there; I ſpell my name Rixon, and this 1s ſpelt ae A e 
Curt. It is ſpelt e in the N 5 N 
Nr. Aitorney eneral. I chall enge bim. * 
| Thomas Sayer, of Bow, Eſq. and Mahr, AR : 99 7550 
Are you a freeholder ? V 5 76 K 
. Yes. | 
> Is * copyhold a * eg roger 6 to. the amount .of 
Lol. a 
2745 eee „ e Ras 
Edward Hale, of Hi 1 gent TTV 
DO. Are you a freeholder ? „ a 
A. Yes, to the amount of 10l, a year. 
Mr. Erfkint, I challenge him. 
— George Fillingham, of St. John «rect, Clerkenwell El. 
and hop: facto... 1 8. 
D. Are you a boite“ 1 
. | 
S 5 To the amount of 10l. 4 year? 2 
ä 8 ah . 
Mr. Erſtine. I challenge him. 
Samuel Rudge, of Elſtree, Eſq. I am not a decken, 
William Perry, of . "Ms 
Fo 52 1 you a freeholder? | 
Lo... -.. 
SE Are you a frecholder to 5 amount of 10. a your? 


er 


if 5 » 


— 


* 


Vir. vo I nee . 
Richard Gough, of Forty-hill, Enfield, Egg. 
9. AE you a freeholder of the OY of ſes Cook 
A. ES. 1 : 
. the amount of xol. a year „ 1 vp mg 
IS. s 5 
Mr. Erſkine. I challenge him. - 
- & ey Brooks, of New Road, Tottenham-court Road, dealer : 
in birds. yy 
7 Are you a freeholder of the county of. Middleſex? ? 5 
My freehold is in the city, in the pariſh of St. Dunſtah's. 
hols Lawrence, of Strand on the Green, Chiſwick, Far. 
75 : As you a frecholder of the county of Middleſex ? 
0. 
Thomas Skip Dyott Bucknall, tk of Baker-ſtrect, or | 
man-ſquare, 
Are you a frecholder ? © 
4,1 mult juſt ſpeak firſt, I | haye been ks PR" to a a very 
nervous 


* 
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nervous cough, and I am ap rehenſive that I cannot fit out a 
very long trial. I come to the my reſpect to the court; Lam 
2 ffeehôſder, but my name is, 1 beheve, not entered on n the free- 
hold books. © 
Lord Preſident. If you really. think yourſelf not able to 
ſupport the fatigue of à long trial from your ſtate of health, I 
ſhould, for myſelf! be inclined not to preſs you on this ſervice. 


Mr. Bucknall. I have not been i in a ee for (even Years, 


7 from ſear. 


2rd Preſident. You behave very honorably i in paying a pro- | 


per reſpect to the court, by appearing, inſtead of attempting to 


make an excuſe by others. We leave it to yourſelf; it you ire | 


to be excuſed on account of your ill health, you may. 


Mr. Bucknall. As there are many exceptions, I wall ſtand his 


time, only do not call on me any more. 
Lord Preſident. Then you will ſerve now? . 
A. I will ſerve now. | 
Mr. Erſkine. I cannot think of predſ ng. Mr. Bucknall.” 24 
challenge him. 
John Blackburn, of Edmonton, Eſq. and merchant. 25 
2 Have you a freehold ? 5 
Yes, of fol. a year. VVV 
Mr. Erſkine. I challenge him. = 8 
Samuel Mills, of Moorfields, weaver. r.—T am only the tenant 
| In poſſeſſion. I am not of age till I am thirty-five, by my fa- 


ther's will. My father leſt, in his will, all his eſtate to my bro- 


ther and me, and appointed truſtees ; and we are not of age till 


we are thirty-five. 
James Oliphant, of Cockſpur-ſtreet, hatter. 85 am upwards 


of ſeventy years of a af: 
. oſeph Bird, of ock-hill, Ratcliffe, Eſq. 5a am not a free- 
older, 
John Dorwill.——He is not here. | 
han Powell, of Tottenham-high-Croſs, Eſq. and wer- 
chant 
. Are you a freeholder ?. 
1am. 


2 Oh the amount of rol. a t . 
am. . . 18 ESR 
Me Erſkine. I Saanen ge nich. „ 2 ” . 
William Emerſon, of Buſh- hill, Enfield, N 


i. © 21 you a freeholder of the county of latex ? 
A, No. 


Nathaniel Sihiard,. of Bromley, brewer: 


pA Are you a ſrecuplder of the county of Middleſex? 3 
H * „ 2. To 


. I am, 


y 
1 
k 
4 
| 
| 
4 
* 
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Far 


by 8 


n a. WY n P 


r 


t e 


| 7 To the amount of rol. a your®: © 

I am. —Sworr. n 

Joſeph Mawley, of Towenham-ſtreet, gend 1 

53 Are you a freeholder of the ns. of Middlefox? 

A. I am not. 

Thomas Allen, of Bur-ſtreet, Eaſt-ſmithfield; Sirbuier: 
1 Are you a frecholder of the county of Middiefex' ? 


| + 22d To the amount of rol. per year? 


Mr. e. I e him. | 
John Baker, of Ealing, Eta. 
2, Are you a frecholder, Sir ? © MY | 
A. Tam. | 
DO. To the amount of rol. a year 1 
a, ns 
Mr. Erſkine. I enge him. 
William Row, of Tottenham-high-Croſs, Eig. 
py Are you a freeholder of the eee, of Middleſex ? 

I am not. 
James Smith, of Ealing, Eſq. 
I Are you a freeholder ? 

Yes. x gy 
Mr. 1 «we F challenge him. 

Bryan Marſhall, of Hammerſmith, gent. 

D. Are you a frecholder ? | 
"2 ( a 
DO. To the amount of rol. a year? 
A. Yes. 
Mr. Erſkine. 13 him. : 
Joſeph Nicoll, Neaſdown, Wilſden, gentleman farmer. 
. Are you a freeholder ? | | 
2; Yeh 
D. To the amount of 101. a year? 2 
A. Yes, I am. —Sworn. | 
Thomas Bird, of Limehouſe, diſtiller.—I am not a hene. 
Robert Vincent, of Ealing, Eſq.— I am not a 1 
David Roberts, of Ealing, Eſq. 
52 Are you a frecholder? 

I am. | 
» 2h a the amount of rol. a _— | Age 


Mr. e 1 challenge him. 
John Rudge, I am above 70 years of age. 


. 
| „ 9. Are 


© George Brooks, Eſq. and W Green. ſtreet, Groſvenor 9 
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9A Are you a frecholder? 


N I am not. 8 
William Arnold, of Queen Square, Eſq. 
. Are you a freeholder ? : - 
I am not. 


Thomas Nixon, of New Ormond "Og Eſa. and merchant, 
45 Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex? 
| No. 


Ta Smith, of Upperſide, Ealing, Eſq- and dililler. 
V: r- you a freeholder of the pn: of mag 8 
5 am. 

Of 1ol. a ear? 

7 Yes, 

Mr. Erſkine. 1 challenge him. | 

John Charington, of Mile End, Efq. and brewer. 

75 Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex? 

Yes, of lol. a year. —Sworn. 


George Rigby, of Stoke Newington, Eſq- and Iriſh faQtor.— | 


I am no freeholder. 
Thomas Allen, Bur Given Eaſt Smithfield. | 
Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex ? 


A. Yes, of fol. a year. 


Mr. Efſtine. I ſhall challenge this gentleman, I ſee he i is in 


a convenicnt place. 
Andrew Burt, of Charlotte Street, Wapping, Eſq. 
3 Are you a freeholder? 
Yes, of 1ol. a year, | 
Mr. Attorney General. I challenge him. 
Charles Smith, of . diſtiller. 
Dit. Are you a treeholder? 
A. F.. 
Q. Are you a copyholder and freeholder _ to the value 


of fol a year ? 
4. 
Mr. Erſkine. I challenge lie. 
Archibald Paxton, of Buckingham Street, wine chend 
D. _ you a freeholder of-the county of Middleſex ? 
H. LES 
©. To the amount of rol. a year? 
4. Les. 
Mr. Erſtine. And 1 challenge him too. 
| Ralph Keddey.— am no freeholder, 


John Horſley, of Bull 8 un Enfield, 1 am n : 


| * older - 
| Wine Nicholl, A farmer, Harleſdown-kill near Harrow. 
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| 3 An Are you : a freeholder ?/ a 2 
25 Th the daes of ell year? | 
H. Fes. 18 5 


Mr. Exſtine. I alien e him, | e e bo 47 T 
ROAR! Franklin, of —__ farmer. we orobatbg [ 6) 


D. Are youn freeholder? „ 0 
O. To the value of 10 4 year? | 

7 Ves. I am upwards rs «bf age, 5 1 bert t 

ſuch a complaint in my bowels) that I do not know Hove: to 


ſtand. 
Michael Henley, of Wapping, coal. Mentha 
3 Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex ? 
Fes 
I've 5 the ale of 10, A year? ? 


| 1 challenge him. 

John 7 aig of Chiſwick, brewer. 

3 Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex Pts 
Ves, 10l. a year. . 

Mr. Erſkine. 1 challenge Mr. Thompſon. Be fo Pris as 

to aſk Mr. Thompſon Whether his freehold is 1n NOSE: 15 

5 Is 
And not in London? 

Mr. Feſkine. I Gienge! bim: 725 | 

Joſeph Ainfley, of Broad-ſtreet, St. George s in theEaſt, coal- 


merchant. ' 
7 Are you a freeholder of the county of Middleſex? 5 
Yes. - . 
= 57 To the value of 100. a year? _ . 
A. Les. -Sworn. e 
' The twelve Jurymen fworn to the trying of he” cauſe, \ were 
as follow: | 


Thomas Buck, Thomas Wood, William Fraſer, Adam 
Steinmetz, Newell Connop, John Mercer, Thomas | Sayer, 
Richard Carter, Nathaniel Stonard, Joſeph: Nicholl, John -ha- 
rington, and Joſeph Ainſſey. 

be Indictment was then read over to the Jury, and the Pri- 

ſoner given them in charge, informing them that he had put him- 
ſelf on his trial, on God and his country, which country they 

were, and their charge was to inquire whether he is Guilty or 

not ; if they found him guilty, they were to inquire what goods, 

| lands, and tenements, he had at the time he committed the 3 

on; 


16 1 


ſon; and if they found him not guilty, they were to inquire 
whether he fled for it, and if they, found he fled, then they were 
do inquire what goods, lands, and tenements, he poſſeſſed at the a 
time ot ſuch flight. _ ww... Tonon eAINM 
The Indictment was opened by Mr., Wood, as follows: 
Gentlemen of the Jury, this is an indictment againſt the Pri- 
ſoner, Thomas Hardy, at the Bar, who, together with John 
Horne Tooke, John Auguſtus, Bonney, Stewart Kyd, Jeremiah 
Joyce, Thomas Wardle, Thomas Holcroft, John Richter, 
Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, and John 
Bax ter, in the Indictment are charged that they traiterouſly con- 
ſpired, compaſſed, imagined, and intended to [tir up, move, and 
excite inſurrection, rebellion, and war againſt our Lord the 
King, and to ſubvert and alter the legiſlative rule and govern- 
ment now duly and happily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom of Great | 
Britain, and to depoſe our ſaid Lord the King from the Royal 
ſtate, - title, power, and government of this kingdom, and to put 
and bring our ſaid 8 to deatn. 1 | 


The firſt overt act charged on this. inditment is, that they 
met, conſpired, conſulted, and agreed among themſelves, and 
together with-divers other falſe traitors, to cauſe and. procure a 
Convention and Meeting of divers ſubjects of our ſaid, Lord the 
King, to be aſſembled and held within this kingdom, with in- | 5 
tent and in order that the perſons to be aſſembled at ſuch Con- | 9 
vention and Meeting, ſhould and might, wickedly and traiter- 
ouſly, without, and in defiance of the authority, and againſt the 1 

_ will of the Parliament of this kingdom, ſubvert, act, alter, | 
and cauſe to be ſubverted and altered the legiſlative rule and go- | 
vernment now duly and bappily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and a 
depoſe and cauſe to be depoſed our ſaid Lord the King ſrom the 3 
Royal ſtate, title, power, and government thereof. f. 

: he ſecond overt act charged is, that they did compoſe and 
write, and did then and there malicioufly and trajterouſly cauſe 

to be compoled and written, divers books, pamphlets, letters, in- 
ſtructions, reſolutions, orders, declarations, addrefſes, and wri- 
tings, and did then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly publiſh, 
and did then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly cauſe ta be 
publiſhed divers other, books, pamphlets, letters, inſtiuctions, re- 
TS foions: orders, declarations, addreſſes. and writings, ſo reſpe '- 
tively compoſed, written, and publiſhed, and cauſed to be com- 
poſed, written, and publiſhed, purporting and containing therein, 
among other things, incitements, encouragements,. and exhorta, 
tions to move, induce, and perſuade the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord 
the King to chooſe, depute, and ſend, and cauſe to be chofen, de- 
puted, aud ſent, perſons as delegates, to compoſe and conſlitute 


ſuch 


» 
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power, and government of this kingdom. 
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aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid. - | 
The third oyert act is, that they traiterouſly did conſult and 


| deliberate among themſelves, and together with divers other falſe 


traitors, of and concerning the calling and aſſembling ſuch Con- 


vention and Meeting as aforeſaid, for the traiterous purpoſes 


aforeſaid, and how and when ſuch; Convention and Meeting 


| ſhould be aſſembled and held, and by what means the ſubjects of 


our faid Lord the King ſhould and might be induced and moved 
to ſend perſons: as delegates to compoſe and conſtitute the ſame. 
The fourth overt act is, that they traiterouſly did conſent and 
agree among themſelves, and with other falſe traitors, that Jeremiah 
oyce, John Auguſtus Bonney, John Horne Tooke, Thomas 
ardle, Matthew Moore, John Thelwall, John Baxter, Rich- 


ard Hodgſon, one John Lovatt, one William Sharp, and one 


Jobn Pearſon, ſhould meet, confer, and co-operate among them- 
ſelves, and together with divers other falſe traitors, whoſe names 
are to the ſaid Jurors unknown, for and towards the calling and 
aſſembling fuch Convention and Meeting as aforeſaid, for the 


traiterous purpoſes aforeſaid. 


The fifth overt act is, that they traiterouſly did cauſe and pro- | 


cure to be made and provided, and did then and there maliciouſly 


and traiterouſly conſent and agree to the making and providing 


of divers arms and offenſive weapons, to wit, guns, muſquets, 


Pikes, and axes, for the purpoſe of arming divers ſubjects of our 


| faid Lord the King, in order and to the intent that the fame ſub- 


jects ſhould and might unlawfully, forcibly, and traiterouſly op- 
poſe and withſtand our ſaid Lord the King in the due and lawful 
exerciſe of his royal power and authority in the execution of the 


| Jaws and ſtatutes of this realm, and ſhould and might unlawfully, 


forcibly, and traiterouſly ſubvert and alter, and aid and aſſiſt in 
fubverting and altering without and in defiance of the authority 


and againſt the will of the Parliament of this kingdom, the legi- 


flature, rule, and government now duly and happily eſtabliſhed in 


this * and depoſe, aid and aſſiſt in depoſing our ſaid Lord 


„ act is, that a they did conſpire, conſult, ang 


| agree among themſelves, and with divers other falſe traitors, eq 


raiſe, levy, and make inſurrection, rebellion, and war within this 
* of Great Britain, againſt our ſaid Lord the King. 
The ſeventh overt act is, that they traiterouſly did conſpire, 


_ conſult, and agree among themſelves, and together with divers 
other falſe traitors, to ſubvert and alter, and cauſe to be ſubverted 
and altered, the legiſlature, rule, and government now duly and 

_ happily eſtabliſhed in this kingdom, and to depoſe and caufe to 


be depoſed our ſaid Lord the King from the Royal ſtate, title, 
Til. 


E. 
- The eighth overt act is, that they did traiterouſly cauſe and 


rocure to be prepared and compoſed, divers books, pamphlets, 
2 declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, addreſſes, 
and writings, and did then and there maliciouſly and traiterouſly 
cauſe and procure to be publiſhed and diſperſed, divers other 
books, pamphlets, letters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolu- 
tions, orders, addreſſes, and writings, the ſaid feveral books, 
pamphlets, letters, declarations, inſtructions, reſolutions, or- 
ders, addreſſes, and writings, ſo reſpectively prepared, compoſed, 
ubliſhed, diſperſed, and cauſed to be prepared, compoſed, pub- 
| med, and diſperſed as laſt aforeſaid, purporting and containing 
therein (amongſt other things) incitements, encouragements, and 
exhortations, to move, induce, and perſuade the ſubjeRs of our 


ſaid Lord the King to aid aud aſſiſt in carrying into effect ſuch . 


traiterous ſubverſion, alteration, and depoſition as laſt aforeſaid, 
and alſo containing therein, among other things, information, 
inſtructions, and directions to the ſubjects of our ſaid Lord the 
King, how, when, and upon what occaſions the traiterous pur- 
poſes laſt aforeſaid thould and might be carried into effect. 
The ninth and laſt overt act is, that they did procure and pro- 
vide, and did then and there traiteroutly cauſe and procure to he 
provided, and did then and there malicioufly and traiterouſ] 
conſent and agree to the procuring and providing arms, and of- 
fenſive weapons, to wit, guns, muſquets, pikes, and axes, 
therewith to levy and wage war, inſurrection, and rebellion 
againſt our ſaid Lord the Line, within this kingdom, againſt 
the duty of their allegiance, and againſt the peace of our ſaid Lord 
the now King, his crown and dignity, and againſt the form of 
the ſtatute in that caſe made and provided. To this Indictment 
the Priſoner has pleaded Not Guilty, whereupon the iſſue is 
joined, 55 2 75 | Om. 
The Caſe was then opened in the following 


- SPEECH OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


Pleaſe your Lordſhip and Gentlemen of the Jury, in the courſe of 
ſtating what I have to offer to your moſt ſerious attention in this 
great and weighty buſineſs before you, affecting, as it certainly 
does, the de areſt intereſts of community, and affecting, as you will 
remember throughout this buſineſs, every intereſt which can be va- 
luable to the priſoner at the bar, I ſhall have frequent occaſion to 
call that anxious attention to the different parts of the indictment 
which has juſt been opened to you. Why I forbear to do ſo at 
this moment is, becauſe I think that attention will be more or 
2 HEN | | | fuily 
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fully given and acquired, both with reſpect to the public and to 
the priſoner, in another part of what 1 am now going to 
„ e IR: 

Gentlemen, the priſoner who is before you ſtands charged, to 
ſtate the indictment generally, with the offence of compaſſing his 
_ Majeſty's death. He was committed on that charge by his Ma- 
- Jeſty's Privy Council. I will explain to you why J ſtate theſe 
and the following facts. In conſequence of the apprehenſion of 
this priſoner, and of ſeveral others charged by this indiAment, . 
and of others whoſe names do not occur in this indiftment, 
proceedings of ſome notoriety were had in parliament, and 
an act palſed, empowering his Majeſty to detain ſuch perfons 
as he ſuſpected were conſpiring againſt his government: that act 
aſſerted, that a traiterous and deteſtable conſpiracy had been 
formed for ſubverting the exiſting laws of this country, and for 
Introducing that ſyſtem of anarchy and confuſion, which hath ſo 
_ fatally prevailed in France. The act, on the ſpur of emer- 
gency, was to contribute to authoriſe his Majeſty's Privy Coun- 
Cil in the detenſion, without mainprize or diſcharge, the priſoners 
then in priſon for high-treaſon or treaſonable practices, or who 
ſhould afterward be apprehended under fuch circumſtances, till 
the firſt of February, 1795. 1 „ 
Gentlemen, this meaſure, which did not ſuſpend the opera- 
tion of the Habeas Corpus act, that grand palladium of Engliſh 
liberty, but with reference to particular perſons, under particu- 
Jar commitments, for particular offences, is a meaſure never ad- 
mitted in this country by Parliament, but in cafes in which, after | 
| giving all poſſible attention to the ſecurity of the rights of the 
ubject from being broke in upon, it is found to be the laſt poſ- 
ſible neceſſity, and which hath been repeatedly put in force in 
the beſt of times, in ſeveral caſes where the wiſdom of Parlia- 
ment apprehended it was conſiſtent with the meaſure of their 
duty, that the nation ſhould part with it's liberty for a while, that 
it might not loſe it forever. 1 | 5 
Gentlemen, appearing before you this day in the diſcharge of 
that duty which 1 have given me to execute, in the execution of 
which, it appears to me to be abſolutely neceſſary, as vou will col- 
lect from the fact, that I do appear here this day, I have to obſerve 
to you, that according to the true conſtitutional meaning of ſuch 
an Act of Parliament;it is not that the trial of ſuch perſons ſhould 
be delayed during the particular days of the ſuſpenſion of the Act, 
but that the Act ſhould, with reference to the time of trial, be. 
allowed in the right execntion of it; and it's operation -only | 
ſhould be of that extent, which a due conſideration of the public 
ſafety, tempered with a due attention to the liberty of the ſubject, 


calls tor, A 


Gentlemen, 


( 0 1 


SBentlemen, the proceedings of the Legiſlature having been 
luch as I have ſtated to you, his Majeſty, in the exerciſe of his 
duty, as the grand conſervator of the public peace, directed a 


commiſſion to iſſue, to enquire Whether any ſuch treaſons had 


been committed by any perſons, and by whom. In the execu- 


tion of the duties of that commiſſion, a Grand Jury of this. 
country hath declared, on their oath, that there is ground of 


charge againſt the perſon at the bar, and againſt others, ſufficient 
to call on them, on a trial to be had before you, their country, 
to anſwer to an accuſation for High Treaſon, in compaſſing his 
Majeſty's death. ; 


have ſtated theſe circumſtances to you in as ſtrong terms as 


I can, expreſſive of this obſervation, that no proceedings of parlia- 


ment ought to have, and I am perſuaded, that no deliberation which 
they gave to the ſubject, had any influence on the judicial mind 
of a Grand Inqueſt; neither ought theſe proceedings to affect 
your enquiry, or induce you, in the determination which you are 
to make, on the iſſue you are now ſworn to decide upon. 


Gentlemen, there is not one circumſtance of any proceedings 


before parliament, with reference to which you ought to ſuffer 


your minds to be influenced in the trial or deciſion of the caſe . 


before you. 4 1 

Gentlemen, it is obvious, that ſuch proceedings as were had 
in parliament, providing for great emergencies, may be required 
and authoriſed by the genuine ſpirit of the Legiſlature, even in 
| caſes in which the Grand Jury would not be juſtified in finding 
a bill of indictment. It is much more obvious, that in a pro- 
ceeding before you, the wiſdom and the propriety of the legiſlature 


is not at all involved. You, therefore, gentlemen of the Jury, will con- 


ſider the priſoner, as ſtanding before you, in the full poſſeſſion of 
an abſolute right to the preſumption of innocence, notwithfland- 
ing his charge in this indictment; except ſo far as that pre- 
ſumption - is made by the ſimple fact that he hath been 
accuſed of by a Grand Jury of his country : and, before I conclude 


theſe obſervations, you will permit me to ſay, that, if there has 


been any thing that has fallen under your conſideration by acts, 
or publications, that may have turned, or made any attempt to 
influence. your minds, or any thing that may this day fall from 
any of thoſe employed to try this grand cauſe, you will not 
ſuffer it to work any prejudice on your minds, either againſt the 
priſoner, or on the priſoner's behalf: on the other hand, I am 
perfectly ſure, that your integrity will be a ſecurity to the pub- 
lic. You will not let any attempt of that kind make any im- 
preſſion on your breaſts; and, on the other hand, I need not 
aſk an Engliſh Jury to let 12 have any ſuch attempt to influ- 
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ence them againſt the priſoner at the bar, nor an ill executed 
attempt to influence them in his favour, ob 
* Gentlemen, in order to underſtand the law of treaſon, as laid 
in the indictment, I ſhall take the liberty firſt to ſtate to you the 
character, which, I apprehend, is neceſſary for the protection of 
thoſe, whoſe per ſon and government the ſtatute avers it is. 
Gentlemen, the power of the ſtate, by which I mean the 
power of making laws, and enforcing the execution of them 
when made, is veſted in the King; enacting laws in one capa- 
city, that is, in his legiſlative character, by and with the ad- 
vice and conſent of the Lords ſpiritual and temporal, and Com 
mons in Parliament, aſſembled in partiament, according to the 
hw and conſtitutional cuſtom of England; and in the other ca- 
pacity, by executing the law when made, and himſelf ſubſervient 
to the law when made, and acting with the advice thereof, when 
it hath been fo made. e e | GK 
"Gentlemen, the King's authority under the check, the con- 
ſtitutiopal and legal proviſions and limitations, convenes and 
' regulates the duration and exiſtence of parliament; convenes 
thoſe, which, according to the law and cuſtom of the country, 
he is bound to call to attend the King in the parliament, fitting 
in his royal political capacity, and the Lords and Commons aſ- 
ſembly, form the body political of this kingdom, by which is 
© exerciſed fovereign authority and legiſlation. While the pre- 
fent taw, the preſent conſtitution, and preſent government of 
Great Britain exiſts, no law can be made, bat by that authority, 
no legiſlative power or authority can be created againſt the will, 
or in defiance, of that authority, whether in any, or any where 
cConſtituted. An attempt to create ſuch a power is treaſon, by the 
ſtatute of. rhe 25th of Edward the Third, for as in the King the 
power of legiſlation 1s veſted, fo alſo is the executive power of go- 
vernment to be exerciſed with the advice of parliament, and to be 
exerciſed according to thoſe laws which are the birth-right and in- 
heritance of the ſubject. Having en him the care and protection 
of the community, to him, in return, alſo the allegiance of every 
individual, according to the law of England, is due; that alle- 
giance, by which the ſubjeQ is bound, in the language. of the 
ſtatutes of this country, to defend him againſt all traiterous con- 
fpicacies and attempts whatever, whether made againſt his perſon, 
crown, or his dignity ; it aſcertains to whom this care and pro- 
tection is committed; it aſcertains to whom this allegiance is due, 
the breach of which, according to the opinion of the venerable 
Lord Hale, conſtituting High Treaſon is neceſſary to the peace 
of the community; it alcertains and defines accurately, what 
conſtitutes a breach of that allegiance, ſo eſſentially and abſolutely 
neceſſary to the ſecurity of all that your anceſtors have claimed, 
| | 1 demanded, 
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t „ | 
demanded, and inſiſted upon, as the antient undoubted rights, 
and liberties, of your country, The former of theſe objects is 
ſecured by the law and conſtitutional cuſtom of England, that law 
which ſecures to you every right you have, Whether of perſon or 
property. It hath made the crown which his Majeſty wears 
hereditary, ſubject to limitations by parliament; and I beg your 
attention to that. The latter ſubject hath been moſt anxiouſly ſe- 
cured by the ttatute referred to un the charge, which brings for- 


ward the indictment which you are now to tr y. The King hav- 


ing this hereditary crown, the Jaw and the conſtitution has alſo 


defined his duties, theſe duties which it is incumbent on him to 


execute for the benefit of his ſubjects, in the execution of which 


duty, they have aided him with money, and, in conſideration of 
uch ſervice, they have clothed him with dignity. | | 


Gentlemen, with reſpect to the duties of the King, they attach 
on him the inftant he becomes ſuch ; fo allo, the moment his 
title accrues, the ſame initant the duty of allegiance from the 
fubject, the breach of which is High Freaſon, attaches to him; 


he recognizes his duty in that oath Which he is bound to take 
on him at his coronation, to promiſe, and {wear to govern the 
people of this country, according to the laws and ſtatutes in 


pariiament agreed upon; mark the words, gentlemen, and the 


laws and cuſtoms of the lame, that, to his power, he will caufe 


law and juſtice, in mercy, to be executed; that he will maintain 


the laws of God, and the. true profeſſion of religion eftabliſhed 


by law. This oath, as ftated by that great, venerable Judge, 
Juſtice Foſter, is a public recognition, not only of the duties of 
the King, but the fundamental rights of the people, thereby 


nes ene on him; and throughout this cate, it cannot be 
too ſtrongly rec ollected that it impoſes on him the moſt ſacred 
obligation, to govern according to the laws and ſtatutes in par- 


lament atfembled, and according to the laws and cuſtoms of the 
fame, and no other. Addreſling this Court, which is 2 Court of 
Law, in which.you, the Jury, are ſworn to make a true deli- 


verance, according to the laws of England; can I imprefs it 
too ſtrongly, and it cannot be ſuppoſed by polſibility, that the 
King can, conliftently with this oath, and with the antecedent 
duty, recognize any implicit engagement, and which the terms 


of it might engage him, either to act, or can he permit himfelf 


to act, according to the rules of government, by any bodies ad- 


vice, aſluming any character, functions, or ſituations; theſe 


rules of government being to operate as laws, the ſtatutes agreed 


upon in parliamemt, and the laws and cuſtoms of the fame, only 


excepted; this ſeems to be a neceſſary concluſion of reaſoning, to 


de addreſſed to a court of law, that thoſe that conſpire, not to 


remove him out of the government altogether, if they conſpire 
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to remove him from that government, againſt that ſtatute, if they 
conſpire to remove him from the title, power, and government, 
which the indictment, you will find, preſently mentions, it is to 
ſubvert and alter the rule and government now eſtabliſned in 
this kingdom; he ought not to ſo govern, he cannot ſo govern, he 
is bound to refiſt ſuch an attempt at the hazard of all it's conſe- 
quences. Reſiſtance neceſſarily produces depoſition, or it en- 


. his life. | 1 Shs AN 
- Fo the king, on whom theſe duties are incumbent, the ſaw 
and conſtitution, for the better execution of them, has aſſigned . 
various councils, and reſponſible advice; it hath: clothed. him 
under various conſtitutional checks and proviſions, with various 
attributes and prerogatives, as neceſſary for the maintenance of 
the civil liberty of the people; it aſcribes to him ſovereignty, 
imperial dignity, and perfection; and, becauſe the rule of go- 
vernment, in this kingdom, cannot exiſt, for a moment, without 
a perſon filling that office, it aſcribes to him alſo, that he 
never ceaſes to exiſt. In foreign affairs, he makes war and 
peace ;" in domeſtic concerns, he is à conſtituted part of par- 
tament, he has power to raiſe armies, and is the great conſer- 
vator of the public peace, bound to maintain and vindicate-the 
greateſt truſt that ever was repoſed in man; the fountain of ho- 
nour, office, and power; the great arbiter of public cauſes, 
and the head of the national charge. I hope it will not be 
thought amiſs my ſtating this much, becauſe it appears, that 
ſuch are the duties and prerogatives, that the ſovereign has, ir 


- this country, all exiſting for the protection and ſecurity of the 


le, in an eſtabliſhed form of government. This accounts 

or the anxiety with which the law watches over his perſon; 
this accounts for the effect of ever compaſſing of his death or 
depoſition; as it ſeems to co-exiſt with an intention to ſubvert 
and alter the conſtitution, it appears to be a deſign to depoſe 
him, under which the conſtitution is, and by which the exerciſe of 
thofe conſtitutional powers, appears to be created. {RE ONT 
ee f conſonant with this, the tenor and language in 
the charge of every indictment, is moſt clearly expreſſed. Lord 
Hale ſays, that a more high offence cannot be, than that com 
mitted more immediately againſt the perſon and government of 
the King; I cannot ſtate it more ſtrongly to you, or from an 
authority whoſe authenticity will be leſs queſtioned by you, when 
I ſtate to you the opinion of one of the counſel for my Lord 
George Gordon; indeed, it is no more than what follows the 
expoſition of the law of England, as delivered by all it's great 
lawyers, when it ſtates it's principle thus, to compaſs or ima- 
ine the death of a king; ſuch intention or purpoſe, vifible 
only to the great author of our being, muſt be maniſeſted by fome 
| | ; OVETr 
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overt act; this is the definition obviouſſy directed, not only to a 
ſecurny.of his natural perſon,” but to the ſtability of his govern- 
ment; the life of a prince being ſo interwoven in the conſtitu- 
tion, that an attempt to deſtroy. the one, is a rebellious conſpi- 
eee, % tg Reads ad hot 
Gentlemen, it will be my duty to ſtate to you preſently what 

is the law of an attempt againſt the life of the King. Lbs 
Gentlemen, it ſeems, therefore, that before the ancient laws 
of England were changed, which even in the caſe of a ſubject, 
held the intent to kill, homicide, as well as in any caſe of a 
king, the intent to kill or depoſe him, without the proof, the fact, 
where the meaſures were taken to effect the attempt, was treaſon 3 
with a difference, however, as to the nature of the acts. 
That is ſtated again in the words of the great and venerable 
authority; I mean, Mr. Juſtice Foſter, who ſays, that it was 
with great propriety that the ſtatutes of treaſon obtained the ri- 
gour of the law in it's full extent in the caſe of the King; in 
the caſe of him, ſays he, whoſe life muſt not be in danger, be- 
cauſe it cannot be taken away by treaſonable practices, without 
involving the nation in blood and confuſion ; levelled at him, the 
ſtroke is levelled at the public tranquillity, That I may be fully 
underſtood what it is that I have to contend for in the courſe of 
this trial, is to put you in mind again of that which I have be- 
fore ſtated. that it · is abſolutely and not leſs neceſſary to the ſecu- 
rity of individuals, than it is for the ſecurity of the nation at large, 
that the perſon and government of the King ſhould be ſecured; 
on the other hand, the crime of high treaſon ſhould not be unde- 
termined, it {hould not be left either undefined in the law itſelf, 
or in the conſtruction of that law; this is not to be collected merely 
in this country from reaſonings at this time, obvious enough to 
be ſo collected, for the experience of your anceſtors has informed 
you; and I beg to impreſs it on your minds, in what is to be found 
in their annals, in which no man knew how he ouglit to ſpeak 
or to ſay without ſuſpicion of high treaſon, in the anxiety which 
the preamble to the ſtatute of Edward III. expreſſes, and the 
expreſſive language which your anceſtors uſed, proves when 
the proviſion of that ſtatute was firſt inſtituted, in the code of 
laws under which we all live. 2175 1 
Gentlemen, I admit too that it may ultimately ſave your time, 
that I treat the ſubject thus on the outſet of it ; that before this 
ſtatute was made, on which the indictment now before you pro- 
ceeds, this neceſſity for the ſecurity of the ſubject was not ſufſi- 
ciently provided for; and I ſay yet, with that ſtatute in our code, 
with thoſe who ſay it is not ſufficiently provided for, if any con- 
ſtruction is given to that ſtatute which the legiſlation did not in- 
tend it to receiye; it is neceſſary on theſe heads to trouble you 
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attempt againſt it with the ſevereſt penalty. 


honour of the ſovereign, in the due execution, of the laws, he 


EE. 5 


with ſome; thangh few obſervations. That the law of treaſon 
- ſheuld be determined anti certain, is not more neceſſary for the 
| ſecurity of the public, than that there ſhould be a law of treaſon, 


and that it ſhould be taithiuily, fully, and firmly executed. Every 
ſtatute muſt have ſome form or regimen of government; it mult 
be determined by whom, and under what mode the ſovereign 
power is to be, and exiſt in the country, under which all are to 
de ſubjet. No government can exiſt, except this power is 
placed ſomewhere ; and an attempt to ſubvert that power is an 


attempt on the eſtabliſhed law. It is alſo neceſſary, that an at- 


tempt of that ſort ſhould. be guarded againſt being too ſeverely 
handled. The offence againſt particular laws does not involve 


the deſtruction of the ſtate, the deſtruction of all laws, but 


which leave laws for the ſuſſicient protection and ſecurity of li- 


berty and happineſfſss. | 


This is alſo the reaſoning of that great Judge Hale, who ſays, 
that the greatneſs of the offence, and the ſeverity of the punith- 
ment on high treaſon, is, becauſe the ſafety, peace, and tran» 


quillity of the kingdom is highly concerned, and the ſafety and 
' preſervation of the perſon, dignity, and government of the King 
and therefore the Jaws of the kingdom have given all poſſible ſe- 


curity to the King's perſon and government, and 


puniſhes any 


* 


To deſcribe this great offence, is what the legiſlature in King 


Edward the Third's time, propoſed to perform, when they enac- 


ted the venerable and reverend ſtatute on which this 1indiQtment 
is founded, made for the more preciſe definition of this crime, as 
was ſtated again by the authority of council; it was defining that 
which by the common law had not been ſufficiently extended in 
the plain unextended lettar of it, You will mark the words, they 
are theſe; It was made becauſe the common law was not found 
to be a ſufficient protection to the perſon, and honour of the 
ſovereign ; but not only to the perſon and honour of the ſove- 
reign, but alſo an adequate ſecurity for the laws committed to his 
execution, ; * £1 
In addrefling a Jury in a Court of Law, ſworn to make de- 
liverance according to that law which conſtitutes the ſeat in 
which they fit, there are two propoſitions which appear to be 
clear in this; the firſt is, that J ought not, that I cannot dare to 
call you to think, that I cannat dare to think of it myſelf, to ſay 
that there has been committed, under this ſtatute, any offence, if 
the lacts of the caſe to be laid before you, by the plain manifeſt 
authorized interpretation of the ſtatute, does not conſtitute an 


offence under it; if the ſtatute ſhould ſeem to any man, or to 


you, not to be a ſuſficient and adequate ſecurity to the perſonal 


has, nevertheleſs, all the ſecurity which the law hath authorized 
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you to give him, and God forbid that you ſhould think of giving 
im any more; on the other hand you are bound by your oaths, 
if this law has been violated, and: if the fact of violation is 
proved by evidence, convincing in its nature, and ſuch in its form 
that the law requires, for the law in this caſe requires not only 
_ convincing but formal inquiry; and if the evidence be ſuch as 
the law-requires, in evidence and form, you are bound to give 
to the priſoner that verdict which the ſtatute violated would give, 
and which the ſtatute intended ſhould be given. f 
Men of honour and conſcience acting under the ſanction of 
a law, though of different opinions, it muſt take them to the 
ſame concluſion whilit judging of the ſame facts by the fame 
law, whatever. the principles of government may be, however 
they may differ in the effect of the facts laid down. In the trial 
of a perſon whoſe name I ſhall have abundant reaſon to men- 
tion to you in the courſe of theſe proceedings, The author of 
the Rights of Man; it was judicioufly, truly, juſtly, and ſtrongly 
admitted in fact, that if the Jury had been compoſed of, that 
is, if there were twelve ſuch men of this country, republicans, 
wiſhing to act from conſcience, and from the nature of their 
oath, Which is to give a verdi& according to the law, if they were 
convinced that the crime had been committed, no man would 
have the audacity to ſay, that they could be capable for a mo- 
ment of not coming to the concluſion, which the facts call for, 
on the law that they are ſworn upon. 

The preamble to the ſtatute on which this indictment, pro- 
. ceeds, is to the following effect; it ſtates, and it ſtates moſt 
truly, that divers opinions had been had before this time, that is, 
the time of the 25th of Edward III. in what caſes treaſon ſhould 
be ſaid, and what not; the King at the requeſt of the Lords and 
Commons, has made a declaration, that it ſhall be treaſon to 
compaſs or imaginethe deathof our Lord the King. Or if any man 
do levy war againſt our Lord the King; or if any man be adhe- 
rent to the King's enemies in his realm, giving them aid and 
comfort in the realm or elſewhere, and thereof upon ſufficieng 

roof be attainted; by which words is underſtood to be attainted 
by evidence; be attainted of open deed by men of his own con- 
dition. And then, gentlemen, there is this, to which you are 
bound to give your attention for the ſake of the priſoner, as well 
as for the ſake of the public, the intereſts of both are blended in 
this; the act further fays, becauſe many other like caſes of trea- 
ſon may happen in time to come, which cannot be thought of 
nor declared at preſent, it is accorded, that if any other caſe 
ſuppoſed to be treaſon, which is not above ſpecified, doth .hap- - 
pen before any Judge, the Judge ſhall tarry without going to 
judgment for the treaſon, till the cauſe be Ihewed and declared 

End js 1 . ä before 
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before the King and his Parliament, whether it ought to be judged 
treaſon or other felou jp. e 
Il deſire to point out here, in the- moſt marked way in which 1 
can ſtate, the anxiety with which the parliament wiſhed to reſerve 
to itſelf the judgment of treaſon, not being treaſons ſpecified in 
tze ſtatute, but being like treaſons, they would not truſt the ſubject 
to any court of juſtice on that point but themſelves ; it gives an 
authenticitytothe law of England, on the caſe of treaſon, a degree 
of authority that does not belong to deciſions in courts of judg- 
ment on any other cafe Whatever. e e 
Gentlemen, having read the ſtatute to you, it is not unim- 
portant as it ſeems to me, to obſerve that Hale and Foſter, who 
have ſtated the judicial and other expoſitions of this ſtatute, 
have ſtated them, and expounded the ſtatute under the weighty 
| concluſion which they moſt powerfully claim, againſt extending 
this ſtatute by parity of reaſon 3 this circumſtance alone N 
to me to give infinite authority to it, the expoſition Which they 
ſtate of it as found and as being according to the interpretation 
of it, which the legiſlature in Edward the third's time meant to 
TTT! TT ht io e 
Gentlemen, it may ſave your time, and that of the court, if 
J trouble you here by reading the language of my: Lord Hale, 
the language which he hols 4a fler ia the neceſlity which 
courts of juſtice are under to conſtrue it, under the real ſpecified 
treaſon, without parity of the conſtruction as to the treafon itfſelf, 
when they come to conſtrue it. Lord Hale ſtates it thus: Now, 
ſays he, the crime of high-treaſon is the greateſt, crime againſt 
the faith and duty we owe to the ſovereign and to human ſociety, 
and brings with it the greateſt and moſt fatal dangers to the go- 
vernment, as well as to the peace and happineſs of the kingdom 
or ſtate, and is thercfore deſervedly branded with the higheſt ig - 
nominy, and ſubject to the greateſt penalties. Vet by thele he in- 
ſtances, thoſe laws which were before the ſtatute of the 2th of 
Edward III. or the firſt of Henry IV. and therefore he adds, yet 
it appears how neceſſary it was that there ſhould be ſome ſettled 
' boundary for the crime of treaſon. How dangerous it is to de- 
part from that ftatute, and not to multiply and enhance crimes 
into treaſon by ambiguous words; and how dangerous it is by 
conſtruction and analogy, to make treaſons where the letter of 
the law has not made them. In another paſlage, after having 
given his comment on this ſtatute, after having ſtated what are 
the acts which fall within the letter of it, and the ſound inter- 
N e of it; he ſays, that the great wiſdom and care of par- 
liament has been to keep judges within the boundaries and ex- 
prels limits of this act. and not to ſuffer them to run beyond it. 
I am perſuaded as thoſe were perſuaded that conducted the 
> Ss Ta, _ defence. 
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defence of my Lord George Gordon, that we ſive in days in 
which the judges of the country have neither inclination nor 


courage to ſtretch it beyotid its limits; and thoſe who dare to 


ſtate it in any place in which they are not authoriſed to ſtate it 
in, do not that juſtice to the country which is due to every 
imitiert. . „n e ae ee al 


Gentlemen, having ſaid thus: much; I now ſay, in order to be 


perfectly underſtood, that I do moſt diſtinctly diſavow makin 
any charge of conſtructive treaſon ; that I do moſt diſtinctly diſ- 


_ avow ſtating, in this indictment, any like caſes of treaſon, not 


ſpecified in this ſtatute; I do now moſt diftinaly difavow {lating 
accumulative or analogous treaſon. I do moſt diſtinctly difavow 


_ enhancing by parity of reaſon that into treaſon which is not ſpe- 


. Tametreaſon; | | I x 42 | 
Gentlemen, the buſineſs before you is, whether the acts laid, 
or overt-atts of treaſon,” ſpecihed in the ſtatute and ſpecified. in 

the inditment, amount in all their circumſtances to open deed = 


F 


cified in this ſtatute; And the queſtion hetween us appears to be 
diſtincly this, whether the defendant is guilty of a treaſon ſpe- 
cified in the ſtatute, and whether the evidence that is to be 
brought before you amounts to that proof, ſatisfackory to your 


minds and conſeiences (your minds and conſciences being pre- 


pared to admit no proof but what you ought to receive under 
the obligation of an oath) of treaſon of an open deed ſpecified in 
the ſtatute, TH | . 

Gentlemen, the indictment charges the defendant with com- 
palling and imagining the king's death, and with having taken 
meaſures to effect that purpole. That I may be thoroughly 
underſtood, you will permit me to ſtate here to you, that there 
is not only a manifeſt diſtinction, but a fettled diſtinction, in the 
coutſe of judicial practice in treaſon, ſetiled for no other caufe, 
but that there was a manifeſt diltinthon in treaſon, between 
like treaſons, conſtructive treaſons, like caſes of treaſon, ana- 


logous or accumulated treaſons, or various overt-àcts of the 


done, by which a perſon may be probably attainted. The ſpe- 
cified © treaſon is the queſtion that a Jury is to try. To explain 
myſelf on this: 1 take it to be clear, and I will not in this ſtage 


of the buſineſs, enter into the diſcuſſion of what I call the clear 
and eſtabliſhed law of England concerning treaſon, becauſe 1 


will not in a caſe of high-treaſon urge the matter any more than 
] would about a crime committed againſt any other ſtatute. I 
will not enter into the diſc uſſion on what is taken to be the clear 


and eſtabliſhed law of England, that which not only ſecures the 
ſubje& in this refpeR, but without which no power can he faid 


to exiſt. But I am authoriſed to ſtate to yon, that the form in 


decifions, which for centuries have prevailed; are to be taken to 
MY: . K 2 5 e 
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be treaſons from the eſtabliſhed law. of the fact; for inſtance, 
depoſing the King, entering into meaſures for depoling the King, 
conſpiring with foreigners to invade the King, going to a foreign 
country to give invitation ſor the purpoſe of invading the King; 
conſpiring to raiſe an inſurrection, either to dethrone the King, 
or to impriſon the King, or to, oblige him to alter his meaſures, - 
or to remove his Counſellors, have been held from the eſtabliſhed 
Jaw of the fact, and by deciſions: heretofore in Courts of Juſtice 
to be treaſon ;, and, that thoſe who. intend to do ſo have been 
guilty of overt-acts of treaſon to compaſs the King's death; and 
who will ſuppoſe that they were not acting under the influence 
of that weighty memento, which, they knew, ought to guide 
thoſe who are to ſucceed them in the ſeats of judgment. Yet 
I give you this in their very words, which have concurred with 
Parliament into the bargain, in the conſtruction and expoſition 
of the ſtatute, that all theſe things are overt- acts of the ſame 
treaſon that is ſpecified in the Act of Parliament, becauſe the law 
ſays, that he that does that Which may endanger the King's 
lite, the law holds him encompaſling the King's death; if in 
the ordinary, courſe of things, the meaſure which he takes is in 
purſuance of the purpoſe which, firſt affecting the King while he 
1 in the ordinary courſe of things, will bring him to his grave 
when he dies. This is not raiſing conſtructive treaſons; this is nof 
raiſing treaſons by analogy; this is not raiſinglike caſes of treaſon ; 
it is 1 ating overt-acts of treaſon, which are meaſures. taken in 
purſuance of the treaſonable purpoſes intended: which meaſures 
may neceſſarily be as various in their kind, nay, muſt neceſſarily 
be as various in their kind as the ways and means of which any 
facts and open deeds of the human heart can manifeſt itſelf to 
commit ſome one or other treaſons mentioned in the ſtatute. 
Gentlemen, I obſerved it to you that Courts and Juries have 
conſtantly done this in the execution of the ſtatute under which 
this inditiment .1s framed ; if therefore they have done wrong 
in doing this, if the interpretation they have made of the ſtatutes 
are not right, if they have done it againſt the approbation of the 
ſtatute, they have done it in the preſence and under the eye of the 
_ parliament, which have expreſsly forbidden them to do it, the 
concluſion on that is, they have done it right. | 

Gentlemen, the courts of law argue uniformly with as, of 
parliament in this country; acts of parliament have been made 
over and over again, to bring them back again to the ſtatute of - 
EpwARPD III. but we have lived to this hour and cannot find - 
that they ſhould ſay that the overt- act ſhould not be taken to be 
an a& of high-treaſon within the ſtatute, becauſe the ſtatutes 
do not mention the various manners by which the human heart 
may ſhew its compaſſing of this purpale, ; 5 


Gentlemen, 
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Gentlemen, but this is not all, becauſe what otie ſces chirp 
is not only according to the laws' of England ; but the proceedings 
in parliament are a parliamentary expolition, if I may fo call it, 

where the ſtatutes have been thus conſtrued, and where this 

diſtinction between the overt- acts, in like caſes of treaſon, have 

been acted upon, propoſed by one houſe to the other, and acted 
upon by the crown in executing the ſentence. Gentlemen, the 

diſtinction then only is, a like caſe of treaſon, is a cafe not 

ee. in the ſtatute, but a caſe productive of like miſchief 
pecified in the ſtatute, but a like caſe of treaſon before it be 

proceeded upon muſt be thewn to parliament. 

But the facts, the open deeds, alike in nature and tendeney. 
but various in their circumſtances, may prove the ſame inten- 
tion to exiſt in the minds; that there may be many meaſures to 
execute the ſame treaſon, and the like treaſon, appears in my 
mind to be obvious. 

Gentlemen, I conceive what the treaſon law ſays is "Hig; 
whether the jury are fully ſatisfied about the evidence by which 
they can probably attain to the concluſion, that the act laid is 
an overt-act of compaſling the particular ſpeciſied treaſon, 
whether meaſures are taken in purſuance of ine to effect hk 
which is ſpecified in the Indictment. 

Gentlemen, I profeſs for myſelf I am ſorry to trouble you 
thus much at large; but you will find it hath an application and 
a cloſe application to the cauſe I have to lay before you; this is 

an important public cauſe, and therefore we ſhould thoroughly 
underſtand it. I do not know what a conſtructive overt- act is; 
but I do underſtand conſtructive treaſons, levying war againſt 
his Majeſty, without declaring it to be levying war againſt his 

rſon, is conſtructive treaſon; as when men do that which 
will eventually effect the King's life, as levying war, or pulling 
don priſons or other honſes, are conſtructive treaſons, they are 
levied againſt his royal Majeſty, and it hath been held as con- 
ſtructive treaſons by the deciſions of judges of the higheſt 
character; this hath been permitted to be proceeded upon as 
ſuch, many had been convicted on them, execution hath fol- 
lowed, and no one hath ey er doubted either the law or the juſtice 

of theſe determinations. 

Gentlemen, but as for conſtructive overt. acts of compaſſi ing 
of the King's death, were the indictment lays the orert-act, the 
compaſſing the King' s death, the ſtep taken muſt be ſuch a 
deed deliberately done as muſt fatisfy deliberately the Jury, that 
there was an intention of depoſing or putting the King in ſuch 
cCircumſtances, according to the ordinary courſe of mankind, ſo 
that his- life would be in danger. 

Gentlemen, I before ſtated to you for Weckt parole various 


acts, 


1 tur 
Acts, Which are acts of compalling the King's death. I Will 
again repeat them to you, from that great authority Mr. Juſtice 
Foſter, depoſing, entering into any meaſures, conſpiring to 
- impriſon the King, which you obſerve may be done without an 
actual intent to put him to death, is treafon ; but you find the 
teaſon why that is held to be compaſling the King's death, with 
the ſanction of all times, and various ſpecies of authorities that the 
country could give, was becauſe it was a deſign to get his perſon 
into the power of the conſpirators, becauſe the courfe that the 
law has taken is not confined to attempts of any flagitious kind, 
as poiſon, aſſaſſination, &c. but the law has extended it to every 
thing wilfully and deliberately done or attempted, whereby his 
life may be in danger, and therefore entering into meaſures for 
depoſing or impriſoning him, or to get his perſon into the power 
of the conſpirators, this offence was an overt-act of treaſon 
within this ſtatute, for, fays he, experience has ſhewn' that 
between the priſons and graves of kings the diſtance is very 
ſmall, and experience has not grown weaker in the hiſtory. of 
% ‚̃ꝗ.:t!!! nad en oat dd ES 
My Lord Hale alſo ſays this, that, though the deſign of the 
conſpirators is not directly and expreſsly the death of the King, 
but ſomething that in all probability will induce it, this, is an 
overt-· act of compaſſing the King's death. OOO 
The inſtance he gives is this, if men conſpire to impriſon the 
King by ſtrong hand, or by force, or even write letters for that 
end: this is an overt- act of treaſon. | „„ 
What is the reaſon he gives as the ſame in effect, though not in 
terms, as that given by Folter, who ſays it is in effect to deſpoil 
him of his kingly government; and all experience gives to ſee, that 
the reaſon given by Hale and Foſter are the fame, although the 
terms are different. Impriſonment is the ſame as depoſition, and 
he that compaſſes depoſition of the King compaſſes his death. 
It is the ſame as depofition becauſe it is a temporary depoſition of 
his kingly government, which according to this interpretation 
of the law uſually ends in his death. V 
TIreaſon, with regard to adhering with foreigners, is thus, 
conſtitured : that if foreigners are not at war with you, the 
4 offence conſiſts in going into a foreign country, or purpoſing to 
o there in order to invite force into this kingdom ; this can only 
all within the branch of treaſon, that branch of compaſſing the 
King's death. If they are at war with you, it amounts to ano- 
ther ſpecies; it is adhering to the King's enemies. 


Gentlemen, having ſtated this much, I proceed now to conſider - 
the indictment, and I have {tated it to you for that pitpole, before 

1 mention the ſübſtance of the indictment, as laying my claim 
to full credit with you that no man living can ſtate it to you more - 


© ” | | ſtrongly 
| : _ 1 


* 


ſtrongly chan 1 wiſh to do, that we have all as great an intereſt 


in the true conſtruction of this law, as any man can have, that 1 


may at once repel from niyſelf, the ſuppoſition, that I mean to 


extend the lays of treaſan in the charge that 1 have nom brought | 
28 ou, one ſingle jota beyond what I conceive to be the _ 
& 


abliſhed law in this country, as the Jaw is that ſays, the pro- 
perty you bought yeſterday you may give to whom you pleaſe 
ta- morroõ-w. | | 


#3 


em generally with compaſſing the king's death; it has then 
proceeded. to charge thera with meeting among themſelves. to 
cauſe and procure , a Conyention of divers of his Majeſty's 
ſubjeAs to be held within the kingdom, and it not only ſtates 


that the Convention was to be held within the kingdom, but to 
be held with the intent and in order that the perſons to be aſſem- 


bled at ſuch Convention and Meeting ſhould conſpire, and agree 
to meet wickedly and traitorouily, without, and in defiance of 


the authority, and againſt the will of the parliament: of this 


Kingdom, in order to ſubvert. and alter, and cauſe to be ſub, 


verted and altered, the 1 rule and government eſtabliſhed 
in it, and to depoſe the King from the royal ſtate, title, power 
and government of this ki 5 FT, 


ppl! CCC | 
It then charges them for having publiſhed. divers books, 


* 


pamphlets, letters, orders, declarations, addreſſes, and writings, 


purporting and containing incitements, encouragements, and x- 


hortations to perſuade the ſubjects of the King, to depute or 
cauſe to be deputed, and. ſend perſons as delegates in a 8 
tion, but ſuch a. Convention and Meeting to be held for the 
traitorous purpoſes before mention. 
The third overt- act charged in this indiftment is, that they 


had conſultation . among themſelves, how, when, and where, 


means the ſubjects of the King might be induced and moved 


to ſend perſons as delegates to the ſame, 
And it then charges, that theſe PRO did. conſent and 

agree that Mr. Joyce, and ſeyeral ot 

indictment, ſhould meet, confer, and co-operate among them+ 


ſelves, and together with divers other traitors, whoſe names ara 


to the Jurors unknown, for and towards the calling and afſem- 
bling uch Convention and Meeting. It then charges the pro- 
viding themſelves With arms of difenent deſcriptions, for the 
purpoſe of arming divers ſubjetts of the king for the ſame pur- 
pole as before mentioned, 11 


a 


among 


SGegntlemen, the indictment finding ſeveral perſons, in effect 
to be tried ſeparately, though indicted jointly, combined in a 
particular act, which 1 will ſtate ta you by-and-by,, has charged 


er perſons, named in the 


And then it charges them with conſpiging and agreeing 
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among themſelves to make war in the kingdom, and their con- 
ſpiracy is ſtated to be to fubvert the legiſlature, rule, and govern- 
ment of this kingdom, and to depoſe the king. From the indict- 


| ment, therefore, you will have to form a concluſion, and if you 
mall nat be ſatished. that the calling of ſuch a Convention was 

| 2 means to effect that compaſſing and imagination, yet you will 
HF nd, in the evidence that is to be. laid before you, even if you 


pay no attention to that circumſtance, you will find ſufficient 

evidence of a conſpiracy. tos depoſe the King. It then ſtates 

| | * that they publiſhed ſeveral books and other matters for 
hat purpoſe; and it alſo charges them with a further overt- act, 

providing arms for that purpoſe. „„ 5 


Gentlemen, now having ſtated before you, that a conſpiracy 


= to depoſe the King, and nut ftated it to you in my own words, 
= that a conſpiracy to depoſe the King, to impriſon him, or to 
| procure an invitation thereto, with, ſteps taken to effect ſuch 


a purpoſe, is treaſon. You will find that a conſpiracy to depoſe 
the King is expreſsly laid in this indictment, which will be 


; clearly proved to you; and if a conſpiracy to depoſe the King 
| be an overt-a&t of high-treafon, permit me then to aſk you, 
1 what can a conſpiracy be, to ſubvert the whole government, 
| __ Meluding in it the depoſition of the King; to ſubvert the mo- 


| narchy; of the country? What can it be, but high-treaſon? 
In the object of ſuch a wee 5s whole of the ſtate is in- 
| eluded, in which the King is neceſſarily involved, becauſe he 


- 
r 


Gentlemen, read, as you are, in the Hiſtory of your country, 


5 Orange, and not to reſtore King James, but to reſtore a Com- 


and fair repreſentation of the people, can a lawyer be found 
Who will ſay that the ir 0 

' keen incurred. © ft CAE Hs re AY 
| Gentlemen, I do not know what will be ſtated, but according. 
to the beit lights which I can gather, it does not appear to 
"4 Os | 0 8 mo 


high-treaſon would not have 


me probable, that any man will ſtate it otherwiſe. On the 
other hand, far be it from me to ſay, as I would not wiſh to 


encounter the authority of a country for centuries, therefore 


I do not ſay that J am certain I am ſtating the authority of the 


country, but I cannot conceive or imagine on what principles it 


could be founded, if it was not high-treaſon: 
Take it another way, could the regicides of Charles the Firſt, 


if tried for compaſſing the death of Charles the Firſt; if, in- 


ſtead of killing him, they had only depoſed him; could it have 
been difproved by any man of common fenſe, if they had con- 


_ tended it, that though they would have been guilty of high- 
treaſon if they had placed another individual on the throne, yet 


that they were not guilty of it, becauſe they depoſed a King 


without ſubſtituting another King in his place, but leaving the 


government to be filled up by the Commonwealth. Suppoſing 
f had happened after King WI 


ventured to meet in an united aſſociation, for the purpoſe of 
depoſing King William, under pretence of aſſuming a Conven- 
tion of the People, will any man ventute to contend, or would 


it have been poſſible to have contended, that becauſe they met 


under the pretence of being a Convention of the People, 
that the conſpiracy was not as complete in compaſſing the death 
of King William as if the confpiracy for compaſſing the death 
8 the King had been by the ſame perſons in ſome after united 
ocieties. | | | | 


If I levy war on this country, I am guilty of high-treaſon; if 1 c 


conſpire for to levy war in his Majeſty's dominions, F am guilty 


of high. treaſon; if T hold a fortreſs againſt the King, I am 


_ guilty of + pe if I am guilty of high-treaſon under 


theſe particular charges, am I guilty of no offence if I do the 


fame acts for the purpoſe of deſtroying monarchy altogether, 


and with the deſtruction of monarchy unite the depoſing of the 


King and monarchy at the fame time; what is this but doing 
an act that is involving in it high-treaſon ; and more high-treaſon 


in depoſing the King; more in bringing about all that additional 
anarchy conſequent on a change, it deftruction can be called 


change. | 


To aſſert that meaſures taken for the total ſubverſion of the 


monarchy of a country, including in it an intention to depoſe 

the King, are not overt-acts of compaſſing the King's death, 
merely becauſe the ſtatute of the 25th EDPWARD III. has not 
uſed the words, but have left juries to determine what are overt- 


acts or overt-deeds ; for though the words are not uſed, yet the 


ſtatute include the words which the words comprehend ; I ſay 


| William came to the throne, or in 
earlier times, that any ſet of men in this country fhould have 


een ? 
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if this was merely aſſerted in a Court of Juſtice, I ſhould cer- 
tainly ſay to them that ventured to ſay fo, that they had ill 
conſidered the law; but if it ſhould be attempted to be ſuſtained, 
I ſhould ſay, that it deſerved to have an obſervation applied to 
it of an harſher kind of language. | | | 

This indictment, beſides charging the priſoner to depoſe the 
King, in expreſs terms, alſo charges him with conſpiring to call 
a convention, againſt the will, and in defiance of, and againſt 
the authority of parliament, for the purpoſe of depoling him; 


it charges him alſo with doing further acts, namely, of pub- 


liſhing books, pamphlets, letters, inſtructions, reſolutions, orders, 
declarations, addreſſes, and writings, containing incitements, 


inducements, and exhortations, to move, ſeduce, and perſuade the 
ſobjects of the King to ſend delegates to ſuch Convention; which 


I tay are both overt- acts, and evidence of overt- acts of high- 
treaſon; namely, the conſpiring to call the Convention, and the 


publiſhing inſtruments for that purpoſe. 


Gentlemen, before I ſtate to you the particular overt- acts, I 
mult trouble you with ſome general obſervations, and I think it 
will have a tendency to render intelligible to you the complicated 
mals of evidence I have to lay before you. The Convention 
meant to be called by theſe charged with the conſpiracy in this 
indictment, was, as I ſhall effectually prove from evidence, a 
Convention of perſons who were to aſſume the character of a 


"Convention of the people, claiming as ſuch all civil and political 


authority, propoſing to alter the government, otherwiſe than by 
the conſtituted legiſlature of this kingdom, otherwiſe than by 
theſe ſtatutes, which the king is ſworn to rule and govern by at 
the hazard of his life. If this is made out, it appears to me, 
it appears neceſſarily on the part of all who conſpired in it, that 
they are guilty of the attempt of depoling the King, accord- 


ing to the law; of depoſing him from that character which he 
holds in the government, and to which he is ſworn. | / 


If they conſpire to aſſemble in a Convention, which is againſt 
the will of the Legiſlature, and to act in defiance thereof in ſuch 
Convention, and fo far to aſſume ſovereign power, it is, accord- 
ing to the law of England, a conſpiracy to depoſe from the 


* ſovereignty, him, who under reltraint of the conſtitution and 


law, holds that ſovereignty. There cannot be two ſovereign 


powers in any ſtate; there may be complication of authorities, 


and ſeveral authorities in ſubordinauon ; but there cannot be two 
ſovereign powers in any ſtate. If a mecting aſſumes the Con- 
vention of the people, the King and Parliament muſt be obe- 
dient to the meeting, or the meeting obedient to the King and 
Parliament; if it is to be obedient to the King and Parliament, 
it cannot effect its purpoſe ; if it was to dethrone the King, it 
1 . 9 . ö 18 7 
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is an overt- act of high-treaſon; if the Meeting means to oblige 
the King and Parliament to be obedient to them, by the exer- 
tion of open force, though it may not effect its purpoſe; it 
makes no difference, the law muſt be the ſame, if the conſpira- 
tors only project the Meeting, provided a ſtep be taken by Heim | 

towards that Meeting; becauſe this, I ſay, is a conſpiracy to 
conſtitute a new ſovereign power, it is a conſpiracy recefiri 
meant to depoſe the exiſting power, and of neceſſity to r | 
the King; | rant to depoſe, for I repeat it, whether the 
conſpiracy is ſucceſsful or no is very immaterial ; and I would 
alſo ſay, whether the particular fact of calling ſuch a Conven- 
tion may be repreſented as not new in the hiſtory of this country, 
yet (till it is not leſs the means of compaſſing the King's death. 

There is alſo another diſtinction, to which I would beg your 
attention, and that is this, it is of no er whether the firſt 
meeting was itſelf to be the Convention of the People, or was only 
to deviſe the means of forming a Conſtituted Aſſembly, or Body 
which ſhould aſſume it; for any act of aiſembling it againſt the 
will, and in defiance of the authority of Parliament; any act 
taken towards the convention of ſuch a body, is an act of conſpi- 
racy againſt the King; and any act done by ſuch a body not 
formed by the Legiſlature, is an act done towards the depoſing 
of the King from the ſovereign power, who now has it veſted 
in him, under the reſtraints of the conſtitution” +  * 
| You cannot ſet about organizing a body, which is to act 
without the conſent and in defiance of Parliament, without 
meaning to depoſe the King; becauſe you cannot do it, without 
meaning to frame a body that is to uſurp the powers of govern- 
ment. | + | E 

[ think, from the evidence I ſhall lay before you, it will moſt 
_ abundantly ſatisfy you, that the Convention to be called was 
meant to be a Convention that was to alter the whole frame of 
ſovereign power in this country; that it was to form or devife 
the means of forming a repreſentative government, to conſtitute 
in a body, founded on univerſal ſuffrage, and the alleged una- 
lienable, and impreſcriptible rights of man, all the legiſlative and 
executive government of the country; that a conſpiracy of this 
kind would be an overt- act of high-treafon, I prefume, cannot 
be diſputed, becauſe it mult neceſſarily include in it the depo- 
ſition of the King. e | <a 
[ go further, and ſay, if it had been intended to have retained 

the name and office of King, and to retain it in the perſon of 
the preſent King, creating a new conſtitution to act with him 
(provided they would have allowed him to act with ſuch a legi- 
ation) in calling on him, to act contrary to his coronation oath, : 
it till would have been a ONE to depoſe him from his rule 

| = 5 2 | and 
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and government of this kingdom, as now eſtabliſhed ; if he re- 
fuſed to accept, he muſt be depoſed from that authority, and if 
he did accept, he could not be the King of England, as now by 

the law of England; he could not fo govern, he muſt reſiſt, 


and in reſiſtance all the conſequences of his life are in danger, 
Thus, taking it in either way, and I care not with how much 


audacity the perſons calling a Convention, ſay they are to be the 


Convention of the people; whether in order to take away the 


authority of the King and Parliament, or to allow the preſent 


King to act with them; yet it is an overt-a& of high-treaſon. 
The King muſt be depoſed while a conſtitution is framing, as it 
would be thoſe that had ſovereign authority that could frame it 


as a conſtitution, ſurely he is by parity of reaſon, and not by 


parity of reaſon as ſtating a treaſon not ſpecified in the ſtatutes, 
depoſed. To be ſure, he is depoſed from his kingly government 
as Lord Hale ſtates it, as in caſes of temporary impriſonment. 
He could not, conſiſtent with his coronation oath, but reje& it 
when framed ; he muſt reje& it, the conſequence of which is, his 
life would. be in danger; for to ſuppoſe that ſuch a meeting. 
which propoſes a new conſtitution would depart quietly home, 
if it was not accepted, is not according to the ordinary experience 
of mankind, more eſpecially in theſe modern times. 
The King in his Parliament could not have the ſovereign 
power, the moment the Meeting could act as a national conſti- 
tuted Aſſembly, neither could ſuch an aſſembly dare to meet, 


but the power which is to call it to meet, muſt take on itſelf to 


depoſe every other power. This is the character of a Conven- . 
tion, And with reſpect to the priſoner, he ſaid, the Convention 
which I am to call, is ſovereign, unlimited, uncontrollable, 


and by ſuch a Convention my repreſentative ſyſtem is to be ac- 
_complithed. | 5 


When in this country a vacant throne was given in the time 


of King James to King William, which, as they ſtate in the Bill of 


Rights, repreſented all the eſtates of government of this realm; in 


the moment there ceaſed to be any exerciſe of the powers of the 


ſovereign, in that inſtant the ſovereign power of this country 
became veſted in the King and Queen on the throne to be exer- 
ciſed; and the legiſlative part undoubtedly to be exerciſed with 
the advice and conſent of Parliament formed according to the 
Jaw and cuſtom of this country ; and the whole executive autho- 
rity under the control and limitations of the Law and Coniti- 
tution, and to be limited with the advice which the King has 
to be reſponſible for him. „5 . 
I inſiſt, therefore, that to conſpire to aſſemble a meeting, that 


is to act as a Convention of the people, claiming all civil and 
political authority; or if indeed, one can conceive it a meeting 


to. 
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to frame the manner of bringing together ſuch Convention, is 
conſpiring to depoſe the King, it is an attempt to create a power 
ſubverſive of the authority of the King and Parliament, a power 
which he is bound to reſiſt at all hazards. ET 5 
But it will not reſt here, the evidence which will be offered ta 
you, will proye ſatisſactory, that the expreſs language of the 
3 or of the Committee of Conference, was ultimately 
72 finally, and then in their proſpect, the depoſition of the 
ing. ol | | 
| pee this alſo, the Indictment has charged as overt- acts, a 
conſpiracy, without the medium of a Convention, and without 
that Meeting to dethrone the King, by providing divers arms and 
offenſive weapons. The Indictment further charges as overt- acts, 
a confpiring to levy war, I do not mean conltruttive war; and 
this I ſtate, without queſtion, to be an overt-a& of compaſſing 
the King's death, and obliging the King to alter his meaſures of 
government, is levying of war; and this, whether they conf; Pie 
to form a repreſentative government, excluding the King entirely, 
which I fay is the fact; or if they confpire to form a govern- 
ment, not excluding of him entirely, but compel him to govern 
with others, and without thoſe, by whoſe advice and conſent 


alone, he is bound and ſworn. to govern; I mean, the great 


council of the nation, the Lords and Commons in Parliament 
aſſembled according to the conſtitution of the country; and to 
conſtitute againſt his will, and againſt the prefent conſtituted au- 
thority of the country, a branch of legiſlation founded on prin- 
cipies of univerſal ſuffrage, and annual repreſentation, without 
the authority of Parliament; that conſpiring, the doing this I 
contend would be an overt-act of treaſon, of depoling him. 
The object ſtated in the Indictment, the Indictment has 
charged it, was meant to be carried by force, by actual force, 
and there will be proof to make it out; that the caſe was not 
a caſe aiming merely to intimidate the legiſlature, nor induce jt by 
any act done which was according to the forms of the Conſti- 
tution, to new-model the ſovereign power; it goes far beyond 
this, the application in any ſhape to Parliament was not only 
diſavowed, but the very competency of Parliament after applied 
to, to make a law to new-model the government, was diſputed 
and denied, from the idea of that competency, being recognized 
to be very repugnant to their principles. . 

I muſt ſay, that a conſpiracy to compel the King by force, 
againſt his will, to give his aſſent to an act obtained in order to 
alter the government and frame of the conſtitution of the coun- 
try, whether it was obtained by the two houſes. of parliamen“, 


or either of them, by over-awing him, or not over-awing him, 
zs high- treaſon; that a conſpiracy by ſorce, to compel the King, 
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in FU higheſt and moſt eſſential acts of the government of the 
country, to compel him, by force, to do that, is unqueſtionably 
an overt-att of treaſon, and of compaſſing his death, cannot be 
diſputed; ; it is neither more nor leſs than to ſubſtitute the will 
of thoſe that force him, in the room of that Royal will, in and 
by which alone the law and conſtitution of this country has 
declared, that the bill, however obtained, before it comes to 
him to receive the authority of the ſtate, in him alone that will 
ſhould be veſted. 

I have thought it neceſſary to ſtate thus much, before I « come 
to ſtate the circumſtances of the cafe. - Gentlemen, it is not 
to be expected by perſons who execute the duties of the great 
and important ſituation, which you are now called upon to exe- 
_ eute, that the counſel at the bar ſhould be able to ſtate to you 
law that no man can queſtion the tenor of it; nay, Gentlemen, 
it is not to be expected by you, that the counſel at the bar 
ſhould be able to ſtate to you, in all caſes, the law, which men 
of great charatter and experience, may not diſpute the circum- 
Fances. 18 

It is the duty of counſel particularly, and more particularly 
it is the duty of thoſe counſel that are to ſupport the proſecution, 
not to bear down the eircumſtances with too great weight; for 
if he preſſes them unfairly, he betrays, in the molt eſſential 
point of his duty, his uſes to his Sovereign; it is his duty to 
endeavour to explain and expound the Jaw that applies to the 
facts, according to the beſt ability he is able to do it, in the ex- 
erciſe of paſpiul induſtry, under the reflection that, at leaſt, 
he is much under the obligation of endeavouring to do it. 
I have thought it my duty, to ſtate diſtinctly and fairly, 
what are the grounds on which I proceed; and I have no 
doubt, at this moment, in my own mind, but J have ſtated 
theſe doctrines as the law of England would have ſtated them; 
but J claim from you and the public, that, in the fair exerciſe 
of my duty, conducted on the principles that I have ſtated to 
you, to do me the credit to believe, that I have ſtated them as 
I believe them to be, according to the ſtatement of the law and 
conſtitution of the country. 
] ſhall preſume, for a moment, after havin read to you the 
indictment, and givem you that expolition of it, that I have 

_ humbly offered, to conclude that the indictment has told you, 
with ſufficient certainty, what is meant to be imputed to the 
Priſoner, Jas overt- acts of compaſſing the king's death, and 
that it is not neceſſary to be diſputed with. | 

I have faid before, that in a caſe of high- treaſon,, the evi- 
dence muſt not only be convincing, but it muſt be formal © 
and that the object, in the ſecurity of the perſon and government 

1 of the * is the higheſt object that the law can look to. 
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\ Yet I muſt ſay at the ſame time, that the law for the ſecurity 
of the public, which is, in truth, involved in the perſon and 
government of the king, is inſeparably united with it; the 
fo has required that you ſhould not have one witneſs only to - 
prove the fact, if he was the moſt creditable witneſs in the 
world, but that that convincing fact, muſt be proved, at leaſt, 
by two; or at leaſt, one witneſs to prove one overt- act, and ano- 
ther witneſs to prove another overt. act of the ſame ſpecies. _ 
I preſume,, on what I have ſtated, you may poſlibly reaſon 
thus, When this indictment charges, that theſe perſons com- 
paſſed the death of the King and to depoſe him; that they con- 
ſpired to meet in a Convention, in detiance of the authority of 
Parliament; to ſubvert the rule and government of the King, 
againſt the will and in defiance of the Legiſlature; to dethrone a 
Monarch reigning in the hearts of the majority of the people; 
you will neceſſarily aſk, by what proceſs was this to be done? 
And when the indictment charges, that they made writings, 
and other inſtruments, to effect this purpoſe ; you will neceſ- 
farily aſk, in what language could ſuch incitements to ſuch a 
momentous project be conveyed, and to whom it could be ad- 
dreſſed ? When it charges, that they deliberated with other 
traitors concerning the calling of it, you will aſk, at what 
time, in what manner, and in what places, did they meet to 
accompliſh ſuch: great deliberations ? eds | 
You will aſk, in what manner were they to bring together 
the ſubjects of the country, to ſend delegates, to aſſume ſo- 
vereign power? The anſwer to all this, is a ſhort one, that 
I think it will be proved to your ſatisfaction, that they meant, 
in the words of the act of parliament, to introduce that ſyſtem 
of miſery and anarchy which prevailed in France; it will be 
proved to. your fatisfaction, that they meant to introduce it by _ 
the ſame means, to proceed on the fame principles, to the ſame 
end, and by the fame acts, to execute the ſame purpoſe; to 
introduce it by clubs, that ſyſtem which, till the experience of 
Europe ſaw what had paſſed in France, could hardly have been 
credited, and which thoſe that had the rule of government there, 
in the laſt acts of its confpiracy, proteſted againſt; and this 
project might have been brought into France by a ſingle 
individual; they proteſted againit the exiſtence of the clubs, 
as not poſſible to exiſt with the ſecurity of the country, if they 
acted on particular principles. And the ſame method was in- 
tended to introduce the ſame anarchy and confuſion in this 
country; a country which, under the diſpenſation of Provi- 
dence, is alike in its bleſſings, as its ſituation bids defiance to 
its enemies. e e 6 | | 
Until the adminiſtration of that conſtitution, and the principles 
e „ 2 8 | on 
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[ 88 } 
on which it exiſts, were introduced into this country by ſome 
individuals, it would not have been in the heart of man to 


: conceive, that a project ſo deeply combined and complicated, 


and carried almoſt into inconceivable extent, at the fame-time 
framed with ſo much political craft, that it could have exiſted in 
any country; or that it has exifted in this country of Great- 
Brnain, to the extent, you will be ſatisfied on the evidence, it 


has exiſted in this country. #4 


But the law of England does not require that any ſuch 


extenſive caſes as theſe thould be proved before you; if you are 
- fatisfied that a ſtep was taken to effect that attempt, it is 
enough. _ | | | > 


It is not the extent in which the project has proceeded upon, 


it is not its ruinous confequences, it is not that the means were 


really as competent to the end propoſed as thoſe that thought they 


were, in the firſt moment in which the fcheme was conceived, 


whether well-conceived or ill-conceived, furniſhed with means 
adequate ormot adequate to the purpofe, the law then ſteps in 


| lor the ſecurity of the King and the fafety of the ſubjeR. 


The projett, as applied to the perſons now accuſed, ſeems to 


me to be this: 


The idea imported from France in the latter end of 1791 or 
2792, the intent was to conſtitute in London, with affiliated 
focicties in the country, clubs which were to govern in this 
country, on the principles of the French government; on the 
alleged, unalienable, and impreſcriptible rights of man; ap th, 


tican government, with a right of eternal reform, therefore with 


u proſpect of eternal revolutions. - | 


We have all heard of the Club, called the Jacobin Club, at 
Paris; this, with the affiliated focieties, had turned afide the old 
government in France and introduced another, which could not 

exiſt on the principles which gave it birth, and has finally left 


that country in that indeſcribable ſtate of things in which we 


now ſee it. | Rs | 
The great end and purpoſe of the perſons concerned in this 


project, though neither altogether viſible, nor not much dif- 


cloſed, on its formation was, when they had ſufficient influence 
on this country, by artifices unknown, as combination, affiliation, 


and fraternization, to make one body; then theſe who framed 


the project were to aſſemble a Convention of delegates of thefe 
clubs, to aſſume the powers of the people, ſupported in the 


aſſumption and exerciſe of theſe powers by the individual mem- 


bers of the united ſocieties, and by their combined ſtrength, _ 
| e 


. 


We have no occaſion in this cauſe to be diſputing on ab- 
tract queſtions, as to the power of the people to change their 
government; I ſay, it was the intention of the delegates of theſe 


5 clubs toalſume the power of the people; and this was to have 


been effected by calling a convention of delegates, who were 
to exerciſe the power which they profeſſed to be inherent in 
them whom they repreſented. 85 | | 

It is not difficult to conceive, aſter what has happened in 
France, how it: (hould happen that theſe fraternized ſocieties, 
that the opinion of theſe fraternized ſocieties ſhould have the force 
of conſtituting the will of the majority of the people. You will 
find in the evidence to be laid before you, that it was perfectly 
underſtood how this was to be, by thoſe named in this indictment, 
namely, from the great bulk of the community being engaged in 
different purſuits, and incapable of being combined. 

I need not give you a ſtronger inftance than that which hap- 
pened in the year 1780, from a few thouſands combining them- 
ſelves to obtain a repeal of an Act which they conſidered as ob- 
noxious. Isit poſſible, ſay you, for four or five thouſand men 
to go to St. George's-fields, and to rob and plunder every man in 
the city of London, and, for ten miles round, in conſequence of 
ſuch combination? and yet the thing happened, becauſe the com- 
binations of a few will bear down againſt thofe that are not combi- 
ned, and with great facility; you will find them that are orga- 
nized, prepared for emergencies and exigencies; ſuch relying on 
their own ſtrength, who act on combined ng and in ſome 
_ Inſtances acting with a ſecurity calculated to elude obſervation, 
Im many initances theſe ſocieties directed contrary means to the 
ſame end, repreſenting their numbers greater than they really were, 
without a poſſibility that this repreſentation thould be ſet right; 
you will find them alſo inflaming the multitude under pretence of 
enlightening them, addrefling tbemſelves principally to thoſe whoſe 
rights and intereſts are in the eye of the conſtitution of England 
as valuable as any, but whoſe education does not enable them to 
diſtingutth immediately between political truth and miſcrepre- 
ſented truth held out to them, working up the, paſſions of men 
whom providence hath placed in the lower but uſeful ſtations of - 
| lite, againſt thoſe who are in high reſpectable places, reprefent- 
ing the great as their oppreſſors, their plunderers, as thoſe they 
ſhould not ſuffer to exiſt on the ſyſtem of things exiſting in this 
country; and in order to prevent the poſſibility of their correcting 
their judgment upon the views of the affociation, not admit- 
ting any into theſe affiliated ſocietics, till they had ſubſcribed to 
their plan, the principles of which they were not to know nll. 
they had been admitted. . | | 3 
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Gentleten, to lay that an act done was not meant to be done, 
till the perſons ber bur they think the ſchetrie practicable, I al. 


bw is reaſvnable ; but may think it practicable before it 
feally is ſo; Now you will be abundantly ſatisfied from the evi- 
dence, that this convention was convened when the conſpirators 
thought he time was now come, that that time was now come, and 
if not then laid hold of, would be loſt for ever. The people of 
this country have a rooted attachment to it's government, and 
the public opinion is in this country, as well as in every other, 
it's principal, and thetefore it became neceſſary with ſuch to frame 
an opinion that the form of the Btitiſh government was oppteſ- 
five, and not founded on the natural, unalienable, and impre- 
ſeriptibſe rights of man; with others they found it neceſfary to uſe 
a little caution, not to alarm them by taking advantage of the well- 
meaning ignorant part of mankind, to enliſt them alſo in the pro- 
ject of deſtroying that conſtitution; to them the form of govern- 
ment was not ſpoken of in terms which they might underſtand 
to be a condemnation of it, though they were really ſuch 3 but 
making uſe of general expreſſions, and I will beg your attention 
to theſe, ſuch as obtaining a full and free repreſentation of the 
people in Parliament, and this ſometimes without mention of 
Pat jament, and never as King and Lords co-exiſting with them, 
terms the ſame in their expreſſions, certainly of the fame im 
as thoſe which were uſed in the time when we had neither King 
or Lords; ſometimes declaring that we might exiſt without 
Lords or King, declaring for ſuch a repreſentation of the people 
as neceſſary for the natural, unalienabie, and impreſcriptible 
rights of man, as ſtated by Mr. Paine; and you will find, that 
the perſons mentioned in this indictment had no doubt of accom 
phiſhing if. | | | | Ea 1 
I remark theſe circumſtances to you, becauſe in the evidence 
to be laid before you, and I am now ſpeaking to bu of the ge- 
neral character of the evidence, and not the principles on Which 
the charge is made, in the evidence to be laid before you for the 
plan of the execution of this purpoſe,” ſome very remarkable par- 
 riculars will occur, and I humbly beg your attention to them. 
You will fiod the leading elubs, I mean the Conſtitutional So- 
cietiy and the Corre(p »nding Society in London, which were 
formed, whether created I will not ſay, but which was modelled 
by ſome of the leading members of the Jacobin Society in France, 
as will be proved by their own hand-writing in the year 1792. 
Tou will kad enliſting in their affiliation many ſocieties in the 
country, compoſed of men who expreſs their doubts to them, as 
wiſhing to know the ies of theſe ſocieties in London, required 
information into the purpoſes of theſe ſocieties in London, ſome 
Froleſling one principle, and ſome another, but all gg” is. 
| | | en 
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1 
taken that is offered. Accordingly, you ſee that they might 
enliſt all that came, to thoſe who rote to them that their ſenti- 
ments were, that they ought to ſubmit to no power but what 
they themſelves had immediately conſtituted; to theſe they give 
anſwer in dark, cautious, and unintelligible terms, to thoſe wha 
had a proud attachment to the monarchy of the country, and ex- 
preſſed an apprehenſion for it in the conflicting principles in the va- 
_Tious ſocieties ; they tell them that all theſe leparations would be 
fet right by a full and fair repreſentation of the people in Parlia- 
ment, (a name that was given to the Parliament under Crom- 
well) without telling them either What theſe words meant, or 
how that Parliament was to operate to reconcile theſe differences, 
They enliſt again others, 'who expreſs a wiſh to know whether 
they propole to have any Houſe of Commons; vr others who wiſh 
toknow whether they intend to rip up monaichy by the roots, by 
anſwers calculated to ſatisfy them. | . 
Lau will find again, that publications on the government 
which are alluded to in this indictment, and which will be gweg 
you in evidence, were admitted by theſe ſocieties as their own, 
and circulated, if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, in a maſs round th 
Country, in a manner that totally deſtroys the liberty of the pre 
in this country, and for this reaſon, the liberty of the preſs ne- 
ver ought to be but under the due correction of the law; and it 
muſt always be for the ſecurity of the ſubject, that it ſhould be 
under the due correction of the law. But you will find that theſe 
publications were either brought into the world with ſuch a ſe- 
curity as baffles all proviſions made by the Legiſlature to prevent 
them, even in the dead of night, though they are the works of 
men who have talents to ſtate them in open day, if they were fit 
to be ſtated in open day; and they alſo publich them in quanti- 
ties, which make the applications of the law totally ĩnadequate to 
make the puniſhment as great as the offence. 


* - 


With reſpect to many of theſe publications, I may take na- 
tice from what may have happened in this country; though no 
man likes to talk leſs of himſelf than I do, yet 1 have been 
heard to ſay, both in Court and in Parlament, that certunly af 
ſome of theſe publications 1 have expreſſed a difficulty in my 
mind to.conceive that ſuch a publication was not High Treaſon. 

It did appear to me that a book, called the Addreſs to the Ad- 
dreſſers, the publiſhing cf that was an overt act of High Trea< 
ſon, for depoſing the King,—at leait I thought it required an i 
genuity and ſubtilty more than belonged to my mind to consider 
it otherwiſe ; but there were others that ſaw it different to what 
I ſaw it, and therefore that book was treated-only as a libel ; þut 
when I came to ſee. it publiſhed, as connected with this projet, 
which will be opened to you in this cauſe, I fay it is a molt diſ- 

| JJV tdteinguiſhing 
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tinguiſhing evidence of an overt act of High Treaſon, or it is an 
overt act of High Treafon itſelf. | HOT HOLUSEATD 
You will alſo not fail to obſerve the'malignant wit, and if I 
may ſo © - ti it, the induſtrious malignity with which diſcontent 
has been ſpread by theſe two ſocieties in London; and the man- 
ner of ſpreading it, ſtudiouſſy and anxiouſly taught the manner 


12 


of ſpeading fedition, freſh as from London, in every town, al- 


ways With reference to the final accompliſhment of the ſame pur- 
poſe, and the paſſions of individuals atlailed and taught to be af- 
failed, not merely on government, but on various taxes, the 
game laws, the neceſſary eſtabliſhment for the military and naval 
ſervice of the country, &c. and with this intent, that ſocitty might 

overſpread the Whole furface of the iſland, and the iſland might 

become free by the ſame means by which France became fo. ' 


Stating to you the character of evidence, it is neceſſary for me 


to make one obſervation, and it is the laſt I ſhali trouble you 
with, with reſpect to the principles on which conſtruction is to 
be given to the written evidence in this caſe that will be adduced 
to you. I deſire to ſtate this to your minds, as a principle per- 
fectly reaſonable in the adminiſtration in juſtice, to men Who are 


called upon to prove the meaning of the language which they 
uſed; the meaning ought to be taken obviouſly, according to 


plain common ſenſe. If the language admits of a double inter- 
pretation, it muſt then be conſtrued according to the nature of 
the principles Which that language is able to be conſtrued in, and 
it muſt be conſtrued with reference to the contents of all other 
Papers that form evidence of the ſame ſyſtem which the paper pro- 
duced is meant to mean, | LE 
If you find the detailing the object of theſe ſocieties, in de- 

tailing what they meant to do, in detailing how they meant to 
execute what they meant to do, they ſhould ſtate that they meant 
to do what was neither legal nor conſtitutianal, it will be treaſon; 
it will be in vain that they have thought kit for their greater care 


and caution to expreſs it otherwiſe, FF: SH :- 
You will have moſt abundant evidence that they meant to ef- 


fect what they meant, not in a conſtitutional manner; and it will 


become thoſe who take upon them their defence, to declare what 
in a legal and conſtititional manner was intended to be done, 
after J have proved to your ſatisfaction that there was intended to 
be done, and intended to be done by the manner and inſtruments 
which the Indictment refers to. OR MOT ET OE 


F 


- Gentlemen of the Jiny, the principle is, that equal active citi- 


zenſhip is the equal right of all, that on this principle a full re- 
Ptelentation 15 the right of all, and on which it requires no great 
penetration to diſcover, that ſuch a repreſentation nnuſt form a 
pariiameiſt, in which neither King nor Lords could enter; there 


E 


is an end of equal citizenſhip, if Kings or Lords make a part of 
it, they tell you this is a repreſentative government. I (hall ſa- 
tisfy you, that the publication of theſe principles of equal active 
citizenſhip. was to be eſtab i ſhed in. the convention by an equal re- 
preſentative government, rejecting the King or Lords ont of the 
ſyſtem; theſe principles are the principles on which the conſtitution 
in France, in the year 179t, was formed, they were the principles 
of equal active citizenſhip, reſerving the King in the Conſtitu- 


tion, and forming a royal democracy. 5 8 
Gentlemen, I thall prove to you by evidence, that theſe clubs 
in London knew that that conſtitution could not exiſt, and you 
will find on the tranſactions of theſe ſocieties in October 1792, 
the cleareſt evidence what theſe ſocieties meant in applying theſe. 
principles, which they ſtate themſelves had deſtroyed the exiſt- 
ence of a king in France. They acted with a full conviction 
that this muſt be the full effect of their own principles, and they 
acted with' the full determination that it ſhould be 5. 8 5 
Gentlemen, you will give me leave now to ſtate to you, as 
well as I can, and as intelligibly as this maſs of evidence will al- 
low me to fate, as the caſe I have now to ſtate before you: the 
particular acts, the nature of which will be explained by all the 
reſt of the evidence, which has led to the including of the ſeveral 
- perſons in this one indictment, aroſe out of a Leiter, dated 27th 
of March, 1794, which was written by the priſoner at the bar, 
then the ſecretary to the London Correſponding Society; the 
wol ds are theſe; © I am directed by the London Correſponding 
Society to tranſmit the following reſolutions to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, and to requeit the ſentiments of that 
Society, reſpecting the important meafures which the preſent 
juncture of affairs ſeems to require; the London Correſponding 
Society conceive that the moment is arrived (mark the words, 

for in the reſt I have to (tate, you will frequently hear of this 
moment) when a full and explicit declaration is neceffary from 
all the friends of freedom, whether the late illegal and unheard-of 
proſecutions and ſentences ſhall determine us to abandon our 
cauſe, or ſhall excite us to purſie a radical reform, with an ar- 
dour proportioned to the magnitude of the object, and with a zeal 
as diſtinguiſhed on our parts as the treachery of others in the fame 


_ glorious cauſe is notorious: the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 


mation is therefore required to determine whether or no they will 
be ready, when called upon, to act in conjunction with this and 
other ſocieties, to obtain a fafr repreſentation of the people, wne- 
ther they concur with us in feeing the neceſſity. of a ſpeedy con- 
vention, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in a conſtitutional and legal 
method, (but the method will not be more legal becauſe they call 
it fo) a redreſs of thoſe grievances under which we at 2 * la- 
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| bour, and which can only and effectually be removed by. a. fall 
and fair repreſentation of the people ot Great Britain; and then 
in the third reſolution accompanying that letter, they ſay, that 
there ought to be immediately a convention of the peaple by de- 
legates deputed from the different ſocieties of the friends of free. 
dom, afſembled from various parts of the nation; (and what are 
me purpoſes they are to do? they are) to recall thoſe wiſe and 
wholſome laws, that, (they ſay,) have been wreſted from us. Be- 
fore I have done, I ſhall prove to you what the meaning of this 
rt is. 55 OL AP 
The Conſtitutional Society, there being preſent at that time 
fix of the perſons mentioned in this indictment, on CA tp 
ſo material as this, they immediately ordered that the ſecretary 
ſhould acquaint the' London Correſponding Society that they 
q Ry ge in the object they have in view, and for that pur- 
po 


Having ſtated to you this that happened on the 175th of March, 
2794, and connected it with the various ſingular facts that hap- 
ned in that year, you will give me leave to ſtate to you what 
is the. conſtructive nature of thoſe acts from the various tranſacs 

tions of theſe ſocieties, which I ſhall ſtate to you from the be- 
ginn ing of January 17911 # 1 5 
The Attorney 0 here entered into the origin of the Lon- 
don Conſtitutional Society; that it was about the month of 
March 1791, that they were indebted to a gentleman of the name. 
of Tooke, under whom the conſtitution was framed, and toa. 
gentleman of the name of Vaughan, for the code of it's laws, 
and this was proved by a letter, figned Thomas Hardy, ſecretary, - 
in the hand-writing of Mr. Tooke, accompanied by a ſtring of 
reſolutions; Mr. Hardy, and not the London Corteſponding So- 
ciety, apologizing for the liberty and pieſumption he takes in 
ſending them to the Conſtitutional Society, and it alſoYypeared 
that theſe reſolutions had been ſettled with a good deal of delibe- 
ration, by the ſame gentleman in whoſe haud-writing they are, 
namely, the priſoner's, Which reſolutions were adopted by the 
Conſtitutional Society as their own, on the 3oth of March, 1791, 
{See Reports of the Secret Cummittee, priiited for J. S. Jordans 
2d Report, page 72.) 5 5 
He now {tated that there had been ſuch correſpondences with 
the London Correſponding Society, with the Couſtitutional, So- 
ciety, that he ſhould be able ſo to connect them, as © make it's 
acts their own. He then proceeded to ſpeak to the dodtrines 
laid down by Mr. Paine, of a perfect repreſentation, that it 
clearly recommended a depoſition of the King; it was a book 
that put a King out of the government ; but a buak that ſays, a 
perteQ repreſentation of the people is, to be formed, it is not FP, 
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. E 
de formed by Parliament, which that gentleman ſtates is abſo- 
lutely inadequate to the great conſtitution of the rights of man, 
and equal citizenſhip. It is a work that calls on the people of 
England to do themſelves juſtice, and form a conſtitution fot 
themſelves, before they can have any government, which is to 
exiſt in the form of a legiſlature. | 7, 

He next adverted to a reſolution of the Conſtitutional Society, 
at a meeting, March 23, 1792, made at the time when ſome of 
it's members began to leave it, thinking the 1 not ſuch 

as are formerly ſet out upon. (See Jordan's Reports, 2d Report, 
page 71.) And it was a very remarkable thing, that the Shef- 
field and Norwich Societies were writing both the ſame day to 
the Coriſtitutional Society, namely, on March 14, ſixteen days 
before the thirtieth, when Mr. Hardy ſent the reſolutions to Mr. 
Tooke. The letter of the Sheffield Society, ſtating that they 
Had taken the liberty to incloſe a parcel to Mr. Hardy, in an- 


ſ ser to a letter of his, by which he had informed them that 


there were in London a number of mechanics, ſhopkeepers, &c. 
forming them ſelves into a Society, on the broad baſis of the rights 
of man, and deſiring to know the manner of conducting this bu- 
ſineſs at Sheffield; in anſwer to which, the Sheffield Society hal 
given them their manner of proceeding, and hoped it might be of 
ſome uſe, as the improvement they were about to adopt was cer- 
tainly the beſt for managing large bodies in N and populous 
towns, namely, dividing them into ſmall bodies, or meetings of 
ten perfons each, and theſe ten perſons to appoint a delegate; ten 
of theſe delegates to ſorm another meeting, and ſe on delegating 
from one to another, till at laſt they were reduced to a propet 
number for-conſtiruring the committee or grand council. 53 
There is another letter of the ſame date which has this re- 
markable circumſtance in Hat originally the word conſtitution 
was in it, and that is ſtriick out, and the word country, in Mr. 
_ Tooke's hand writing, was ſubſtituted in it's place, as follows; 
„ At the ſame'time being. ſenſible to a degree of certainty, the 
neceſſity of a radical reform of the cory as ſoon as prudence , 
and diſcretion will permit, and to eſtabliſh it on that ſyſtem 
Which is conſiſtent with the Rights of Man; for theſe reaſons _ 
they requeſt that certain members of their ſociety may be ad- 
mitted ihto the Conſtitutional Society, in order that the ſociety, 
at Sheffield may be ſtrengthened, that is, the ſociety may be able 
to govern itſelf with more propriety, and enabled to extend uſe- 
fail knowledge from town to village, and from village to rowe,, 
until the whole dation be ſufficiemly enlightened aud united in 
- the ſame cauſe, which they ſay cannot fail to be the caſe, whet e- 
ever the moſt excellent works of Mr. Thomas Paine find rg ft» 
dence.” Thoſe werks, Which had held monarchy up as = GY 
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ſiſtent with the Rights of Man, and the incompetency of parlia- 
ment to frame a government. N Tt nat 
This paper tranſmits an important fact; for though the Con- 
ſtitutional Society in London, and at Sheffield, ſeem not to have 
any connection till the 14th of March 1792, not but they 
might have been connected before, yet, from this 14th of March 
1792, in conſequence of introducing this ſyſtem of extending 
uſeſul knowledge from town to village, and from village to town, 
till the whole nation ſhould be enlightened, when the number of 
the ſoctety were but two hundred, to the 13th of May 1793, they 
amounted to two. thouſand, excluſive of many that were in 
the villages ; they declare that they have derived more true know- 
ledge from the works of Mr. hon Paine, than from any 
other author or ſubject; that the practice, as well as the prin- 
ciples of government, is laid down in thoſe works in a manner 
fo clear and irreſiſtibly convincing, that they had reſolved to give 
him thanks for his two ſaid publications, entitled Rights of Man, 
parts Firſt and Second, combining principle with practice. 
He then ſaid, Gentlemen, 1 thould go our of this court with 
grief, if I ſhould ſtate to you the doctrines of Mr. Paine other- 
wile than what I think of them; and that we may not miſun- 
derſtand that principle and practice, you will allow me to read a 
few paſſages out of this ſecond part of the Rights of Man, which 
ſays, it contains both the principles and practice of government, 
and then aſk what theſe muſt have intended who meant to apply 
them to this country. You will recolle& that the government 
of this country, is a government conſiſting in a King, having an 
hereditary crown, with the Houſe of Lords — Commons, 
forming a parliament according to the conſtitution of England. 
That author, the ſubject of ſo much eulogium, in the firſt place 
, Expreſſes a great deal of what I cannot call good will to the 
people of England, for he ſays, that during the time of the 
American war, he was ſtrongly imprefied with the idea that if 
he could get over ſaſe to England without being known, and 
remain in ſafety till he could get out a publication, he could 
open the eyes of the people of England with reſpect to the mad- 
neſs and ſtupidi'y of it's government. Having ſtated in his for- 
mer book of the Rights of Man, that no good government could 
exiſt but on the Rights of Man, he ſtates, that governments are 
hereditary either in whole or in part, (and with reſpect to this 
country, is velted in King, Lords, and Commons,) or entirely 
re preſentative, or entirely in a commons houſe, a parliament if 
you choole ſo to call it. We know, in 1669, the ruling go- 
ve nment was called a parliament, a commons houſe. Call it fo. 
He then ſays, all hereditary government is in it's nature tyranny. 
An heritable crown or an heritable throne has no other ſignifi- 
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cant explanation, than that mankind are heritable property; to 
inherit a government is to inherit a people, as if they were flocks 
and herds. Hereditary ſucceſſion is a burleſque upon monarchy, 
it puts it in the moſt ridiculous light. It requires fome talents 
to be a common mechanic, but to be a king requires only the 
animal figure of man. This ſort of ſuperſtition may laſt a few 
years more, but it cannot long reſiſt the awakened reafon and in- 
tereft of man. In whatever part the ſeparate parts of the con- 
ſtitution may be arranged, there is one ſyſtem here laid down, 
that all hereditary government is ſlavery, and reprefentative go- 
vernment freedom; then ſpeaking of the Crown of England,. - 
that erown in which, according to the Law and Conſtitution of 
England, is vefted the fovereignty; it ſignifies, ſays he, a nomi- 
nal office of a million a year, (and give me leave here to obferve, 
that this that has been ſo often detailed for the worſt of purpoſes, 
cannot but be known*to be a grofs reprefentation,) the buſinefs 
of which conſiſts chiefly in receiving the money. _ © 
In another part of this book, p. 170, you will find Mr. Paine 
was very well aware that the principles laid down in the Confti- 
tution of France, which theſe two books were' to recommend, 
and the principles laid down in Mr. Paine's book, were inconfif- 
tent with the practice of France at that preſent moment; it 1s 
there plain, from what is there faid, that he foreſaw that a repre- 
ſentative government, founded on his principles with a king, 
could not exiſt, $ | Z wt, 
Tyheſe reſolutions being received from Sheffield, a ſtep is taken 
on it in the Conſtitutional Society, and which gives an authenti- 
_ city to it is the book which I have now in my hand, and which 
is the minutes of the proceedings of that fociety ; and it is re- 
markable, they are letters that are fuppoſed to be received from 
Sheffield, they are referred in their letters to the books, and then, 
with a view of publication of them into the world, there is a 
reſolution that this letter be publiſhed in the Morning Chroni-, 
cle, World, Poſt, Times, Argus, Engliſh Chronicle, and Ge- 
neral Evening papers. In this letter there is, firſt of all, in 
Mr. Tooke's hand writing, Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, T4th of March 1792; there is alſo Mr. Hardy's name, 
hgned by Tooke; and then there is added, Ordered, that the fe=" 
cretary do return the thanks of this Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation eſtabliſhed at Sheffield; and that he expreſſes to them, 
with what friendfhip and affection this feciety embraces them as 
brothers and fellow labourers in the fame caufe, that he do affurg 
them of our intire concurrence with their opinion, viz. that the 
people of this country are not, as Mr. Burke terms them, ſwine, 
but rational beings, better qualified to ſeparate truth from error 
than himfelf, potlefhing more honefly and leſs craft. 5 
e | N « Reſolved, 


| l 
1111111 I 
„ That this ſociety will, on Friday next, March 31, ballot 
for the twelve aſſociatẽd members recommended by the Sheffield 
Committees, and approved at this meeting.“ 3 
Then this meeting is to be ordered for the primary purpoſe of 
recommending the Rights of Man, recommending that principle 
and practice which makes the. Sheffield people fellow labourers 
With the Conſtitutional, the combining principle and practice, 


which is aimed for the deſtruction of monarchy in this coun- 


F 


government. 5 3 . , 
He then obſerved, that this ſociety having expreſſed an incli- 
nation that there (hould be ſome aſſociated members in the. 
Conſtitutional Socicty, a filiation began in that ſociety : accord- 
Ingly on the 21ſt of March, twelve perſons were ballotted for as 
from the Sheffield Society, and became aſſociated members of 
this ſociety. - On the 24th of March 1792, a paper appears to 
have been ſent from the Conſtitutional Society, to a neſt of o 
cieties eſtabliſhed at Norwich, and it appears that the words, 
24th of March 1792, are in the hand writing of Mr. Tooke; 
the leiter informing them that their ſociety conſiſted af ſome 
hundreds, and new ſocieties were frequently forming, that their 
greateſt care has been to preſerve order and regularity, and to 
- convince the world that riot and diſorder were no part of their 
Political crecd ; they believed that Mr. Burke had traduced the 
Moſt preateſt and moſt glorious revolution in the world ; that 
their thanks were due to Mr. Paine, and more eſpecially due tor his 
firſt and ſecond parts of the Rights of Man; and (ſay they) we 
| ſincerely wiſh that his labours (that is, the deſtruction of heredi- 
| tary government and a limited monarchy) may be crowned with | 
ſucceſs in the general diffuſion of liberty and happineſs amongſt _ 
mankind. : Ro | 
Another letter he adverted to from Norwich, which, though it 
was received on the 24th of March, was not read in the Conſti- 
tutional Society till the 14th of May, wherein Mr. Paine's Rights 
of Man, and Mr. Barlow's book upon the Privileged Orders, are 
ſpoken of in high terms; Mr. Barlow's book being in the 
plaineſt language an advice to all people to get rid of kingly 
government; and how any man living could thank theſe people 
without informing them that they mult be ignorant in the ex- 
treme, or ſomething worſe than ignorant in ha extreme, is to 
me quite inexplicable. After ſtating the conſtitution of their 
ſociety, the twelve names that are added are in the hand writing 
of Mr. Tooke. te | | „ 
Then this ſociety returns thanks to Sheffield for it's communi- 
cations, and reſolves, that every individual has a right to ſhare in the 


try, and for the purpoſe of recommending that repreſentative 


government 


— 


* = > 1 99 45 - 


government of that ſociety of which he is a member, unleſs in- 
capacitated, &c. And this that I have now read to you, I am 
very willing, if you pleaſe, that you ſhould conſtrue every word 
of it on this principle, that col that ſent it to the Conſtitu- 
tional Society | underſtood it to be conſiſtent with the Britiſh 
government ; and I claim no credit for the veracity that their 
conſpiracy has exiſted, unleſs I ſhew you in the fubſequent acts 
of theſe ſocieties, that they meant by principle and practice, the 
direct oppoſite to the government of what is eſtabliſhed here. 
+ You will find there was a fociety in Southwark, and wineh, 
in a letter which J have to itate to you, ſtate there the admiſſion 
of all Mr. Paine's principles. {See Fordan's Second Report of the 
Commons, p. 73) The Society of Conſtitutional Information 
return their thanks for that alſo, and then the ſame perſons ſay, 
in the ſame paper, we call upon our fellow citizens, of all de- 
ſcriptions, to inſtitute ſimilar ſocieties for the ſame great pur- 
| Poſe, (for the purpoſe of diffuſing the idea of repreſentative go- 
vernment,) and we recommend a general correſpondence (but 
attached for ever to the Conſtitutional Society) with each other, 
and with the Society for Conſtitutional Information in London, 
as the beſt way of cementing the common union, and of di- 
recting, with greater energy, our united efforts to the ſame 
common object. What are the objects of thele ſocieties ſtated 
to be? What are they? If yon find the object of the Conſtitu- 
tional Society, you find the object of this ſociety, as well as of 
the London Correſponding Society. | | 
This London Conſtitutional Society, they reſolve, that every 
ſociety deſiring an union or correſpondence with this, and which 
doth not profeſs any principles deſtructive to truth or juſtice, or 
ſubverſive to the liberties of our country, but which, on the 
contrary, ſeeks, as we do, the removal of corruption from the 
legiſlature, and abuſes from the government, ought to be, and 1 
hope will be, embraced with the moſt brotherly affection and pa- 
triotic friend({hip with this ſociety. Now obſerve on this, that 
all this language is perfectly conſiſtent with this principle on the 
minds of thoſe who write, and they do not venture to explain it, 
that the principles that were productive of truth and juſtice, were 
all principles that were in competition to the principles of Mr. 
Paine, and all practice likewiſe. | 1 | 
I now come to ſtate a circumſtance or two, which leads me to 
ſtate, what will be ſtated in the organization of the Correſponding 
Society; the French clubs gained the aſcendancy over the coun- 
try, being at firſt a very ſmall body of men, and when they became 
large, ſubdividing themſelves, as was the nature of theſe ſocie- 
ties, from town to village, and N 2 village to town, and hamlet 
: | 1 2 BE 
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to hanilet, and all, as they expreſs it, until there was not an 
unenlightened man in the countr x. 8 

Iden, according to the written evidence, it appears that a 

gentleman, ot the name of Felix Vaughan, he having been de- 

puted by this ſociety on the 3oth of April, was appointed to 
form a conſtitutional code of laws for the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, in Which there was the following regulation, 
namcly, that every perſon, before he was admitted, ſhould an- 

{wer in effect to the three following queſtions : - 

1. Are you convinced that the Parliamentary repreſentation of 

the people is at preſent imperfect ? e 55 
2. Does the welfare of the kingdom require that there ſhould 

' beareform? © | | 3 

3. Will you endeavour, by all juſtifiable means, to promote 
ſuch reformation. in Parliament? | | =, 
And then they form a purſe, they frame a committee of dele- 
gates, &c. and this con{tiiution having been formed, they pub- 
liſh it in the month of May, and what obſervations they ſtate to 

the public on it, I ſhall have occaſton to ſtate to you preſently. 
Ide ſociety for conſtitutional information having affiliated 
theſe ſocieties very ſuddenly with themſelves, whether Mr. Paine 

remained in this country, or not, I cannot tell; but they found 
an inclination to affiliate itſelf with a ſociety, calling itſelf the 

Friends of the People, meeting in Freemaſon's Tavern; but it 

is a moſt important fact, that on the firſt attempt the Conſtitu- 

tional Society made to affiliate with them, and it ought to be ſaid in 
juſtice to them, they rejected it. (See Jordan g Second Report 
of the Commons, page 119.) TG Ede 3 
le then proceeded to mention, though it was a little out of 

date, that this ſociety at Sheffield, who had connected itſelf by 
affiliation with the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and 
th London Correſponding Society, had received intelligence 
about the 24th of May, what their object was, and the attention 

Which the ſociety of the Friends of the People meant to pay to 

the conſtitution ; and then, {ſays he,) doubt if you can what the 

»Conſtitutional Society underſtood to be the object of the Sheffield 

Society, and the Sheffield Society underſtood to be the object of 

the Conſtitutional Society: for the Sheffield people diſavow 

the Friends of the People, becauſe they meant to keep tothe forms 

ol the conſtitution, as you will find in a letter written by the Shef- 

field Society on the 26th of May, 1792, to the Conftitutional So- 
Ciety. 25 e 5 5 

Having ſtated to you now what it was that the Friends of the 

People diſcovered to be the Object of the Conſtitutional Society, 

and agreeing with me that their diſcovery on that ſubject was 
accurate and right, we will go back again, and proceed in order 

of time to the 75thot April, at which time Mr. Hardy ſent ens 40 

| | | : London 
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London Correſponding Society, a copy of their reſolutions, tothe 
Society for Conſtitutional Information that was eſtabliſhed at 
Mancheſter, and deſired alſo to have correſpondence with them, 
as they were all engaged in the common canſe, that ſociety alſo 
hoping that the other great benefits that Mr. Paine had ſtated, 
would-be carried into effect. 


- Then there is another letter of Mr. Vaughan 8, deſiring of : 


Mr. Hardy his aſſiſtance in the important work. On the 18th 
of April, 1792, in furtherance of this plan, we find Mr. Hardy 
_ writes a letter to the Preſident of the Society in the Borough, 
that is, the —_— that had ſo diſtinctly Rated their principles, 
leading to a repreſentative government, as the only ſecurity for 
the liberty of the country. He writes, I ſhould be very happy 
to enter into a correſpondence with your fociety, as we are a 
engaged in the ſame cauſe, namely, to have the. rights of man 
_ re-eſtabliſhed, e ſpecially in this nation. 
T There is another letter to this ſociety, from a perſon of the. 
name of Favell, who is chairman of the Friends of the People, 


in Sutrey; he fates himſelf thus: We cordially unite with you, 


and all ſimilar ſocieties in the kingdom; we ſhall tranſmit you a 
copy of our declaration, and hope for your * correſpon- 
| dence. 


On the 26th of this ſame month of April; it appears that there 


were ſome reſolutions come to by the delegates of the united ſo- 
cieties of Norwich, and this diſtiactiy ſtates that Mr, Paine's 
books were the means by which prejudices grown up in fa- 
vour of the Britiſh-government, were to be got rid of; at the ſame 
tane deſiring twelve men to be affiliated with the London Con- 
ſtitutional Society, 
On the 11th of May, 1792, the: Conflitetional Society reſolve 
that there ſhould be a communication of that foctety with the ſo- 
ciety of the friends of the conſtitution at Paris, known by the 
name of the Jacobines, and they ſend them an addreſs. (Ste 
Fordan's Second Report of - the Commons, page 78.) This addreſs 
was figned by the Chairman of the Conſtitutional Soeiety, and 
tranſmitted to Watt at Paris, by Mr. Tooke. 


He then adverted to the dangerous doctrines held forth by Mr. 
Pai ne in his firſt. and ſecond parts of the Rights of Man, and 


particularly. in the book entitled the Addreſs to the Addreſſers; 


r. Paine having gone the length of aſſerting therein the incom- 
petency of government to reform itſelf; and having aſſerted that 
a repreſentation of the people muſt do this work in convention, 


it. was impoſſible not to apply to the country againtt the attacks 
that were made on government by that perſon, and it bheeame ne- 
ceſſary to aſk a Jury whether this doctrine was do be tolerated ? 


The e was, that theſe ſocieties immediately enter into 


ſubſcrip- 
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ſubſcriptions for the ſupport of Mr. Paine in the proſecution, 
and they conſidered them 0 
tion, in publiſhing his works, becauſe the works were calcula- 
ted to produce thoſe effects, without which the nation, accord- 
ing to their opinion, could not exiſt in a ſtate of freedom as a 
nation; and this becoming more viſible that they wanted to raiſe 
the democratic part of the country, many of their members can- 
not ſtay among them, and they do not in the leaſt attempt to ex- 
plain their meaning: they ſay not, you are miſtaken in our pro- 
Jet; no; but they leave the ſociety with the remaining mem- 
bers, to execute the purpoſe which they are engaged in. Having 
come to theſe reſolutions, in order to ſupport Mr. Paine in this 
proſecution, they publiſh theſe reſolutions in various newſpapers, 
the editors of theſe newſpapers inſuring themſelves againſt the 
: hazards of the law, ſome for more, and ſome for leſs. And then 
theſe publications are ſent into the country, in various places, in 
hundreds and thouſands, to perſons to diſtribute to perſons of all 
' profeſſions, to the utter defeat of the impoſſibility effectually to 
reſtrain the miſchief, for the very purpoſe of having that effect 
of making the law of the country unequal to the miſchief which 
it was intended to make. end | doh 
Another ſtep was taken at the ſame time, namely, a procla- 
mation, which was ifſued by the executive government of the 
country, in order to reſtrain theſe ſeditious publications. And- 
in both theſe ſocieties you will find them cloaking themſelves 
under the words of a full, fair, and free repreſentation of the 
people, which never co-exiſts in any writings of their's, with the 
mentioning of the King, or the other houſe of the Legiſlature + 
they vilify that proclamation, and they make it the very means 
by which they ſhall ſpread the miſctief more rapidly than they + 
otherwiſe could have done. N e 
On the 24th of May, 1792, there is a letter ſent from Mr. 
Hardy; I believe it is not in his own hand-writing, but in the 
hand- writing of Mr. Vaughan; in which he ſtates, that by the 
direction of the London Correſponding Society, he had the 
honour of inclofing to them the copy of their Addreſs and Regu- 
lations, which he requeſted might be communicated to the Con- 
ene Society. The thanks of the ſociety was given them 
or this. | | EST bs PLE 
The London Correſponding Society followed the example of 
the Conſtitutional Socfety, in vilifying the proclamation in a 
paper, which was read, this paper having been communicated by 
the London Correſponding Society, at a meeting held July 6, 
1792. (See Fordan's Second Report of the Commons, page 8. 
On the 14th of June, 1792, a letter is received by them fromm 
certain perſons, ſigning themſelves the Editors of the OP h 


elves as ſupporting the rights of the na- 
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{ſee Fordan's Second Report of the Commons, page 87 to 91,) ſigned 
by Mt, G %% 8 | 
On the 6th of June, 1792, they reſolve that twelve thouſand 
of Mr. Paine's Letters to Mr. Secretary Dundas be printed by 
this ſociety, for the purpoſe of being tranſmitted to our corre- 
ſpondents throughout Great Britain, and that a committee be 
appointed to direct the ſame. UL Ins Te | 
The Attorney General now paſſed on to the 6th of Auguſt, 
1792, at which time there appeared to him to have been a moſt 
important tranſaction paſs in the London Correſponding Society; 
it is an Addreſs, which developes their plan to bring about a Re- 
form, without any communication with that parliament, which 
they conſidered as inadequate to the work; in which the letter. 
and addreſs, -ftatiyg what they conſider as the grievances in the 
country, ſtates, that ſuch being che forlorn ſituation of three- - 
fourths of the country, how are Britons to obtain redreſs ? will 
the court, the miniſtry, the parliament grant it? will the nobles 
or clergy hear the people? No; experience tells us, and procla- 
mations confirm it, they will not. — Therefore, Britons,” friends, 
and fellow- citizens, with one heart unite, claim what is your right. 
This addrefs was circulated with infinite induſtry to every cor- 
reſponding ſociety in the kingdom, conveyed through every poſ- 
ſible channel, and the doctrine adopted by all the affiliating ſocieties; 
and the plan on which they went _ from the 6th of Auguſt, 
appears to be a plan to redreſs themſelves by their own power, to 
redreſs themſelves by their own ſtrength, and not by the par- 
lian 4; „ =. „ 
He obſerved, that it ſeemed to him it was impoſſible to miſ- 
take what is meant by theſe papers. I beg you will give your par- 
ticular attention to a paper . on Mr. Hardy, dated Sept. 2, 
1792, received from Stockport on the 17th. * 


- 
„ 
wats, 


Copy of a Letter from Stockport , to the Secretary of the London Cor- "4 
| reſponding Society, received Sept . 17, 1792. 


%%% A 


In obedience to the wiſhes of the ſociety here, I have the 
- pleaſure of acknowledging the honour of your letter, and the 
packet which the kindnels of our brothers of the London Cor- 
reſponding Saciety fo opportunely preſented us with 
. * is doubly deſerving our thanks, as it ſhews your kindneſs, 
and as it will be uſeful in the information of our infant ſociety: 
we ſtand much in need of your experience in this particular, and 
we doubt not of your beſt aſſiſtance. We are ſurrounded by a 
majority, a formidable one indeed, in power, abilities, and 
numbers, but we are not diſmayed. Sp Bs | 
| | | © 
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We have carefully peruſed the addreſſes, and I am to obſerve 
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redreſſed, while the —— (Blank, and whether it is to be 
filled up: with, the Houſe of Lords, or King, it is for you to 
Judge,) retains it's . preſent authority in the legiſlature? Is the 
univerſal right of | conſcience ever to be attained, while the 
B. maintain their ſeats on the ß . 
Jour thoughts on theſe important points we moſt earneſtly. 
deſire may be tranfmiticd to us as ſoon as poſſible; not ditected 
as the laſt; we fear it will excite ſuſpicion. Direct to Mr. 


—. Stock port, who is chairman occaſionally in the ab- 


ſence of —— » who reſides too far from hence to be at hand 
on emergencies. e peroneal 
| 7 Your's, &c. 


THOMAS HARDY. 


by 


Here the Stockport Society ſay, that they think that the ſenti- 
ments of the, Addreſſes of the London Correfponding Society 
hardly amount to their expectations; and they ſay, we preſume 
your ſentiments on the means of accompliſhing that object, are 
in common with us. To accomplith what object? The object 
of putting themſelves under no power which: they had not imme- 
diately appointed. Was it to be done by Parliament? Ne i the 
Adcrefs of the 6th of Auguſt had diſavowed it: it is not to be done 
while the other parts of the Legiſlature: hold their parts in the 
Legiſlature. Now, when theſe people thus write, we preſume 
that you mean to purſue the fame means in accompliſhing that 
object, which it may not be prudent to. avow openly. Does 

5 | ; 7 e | the 
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the Correſponding-Society ſay in their anſwer, tell us what y 
mean by that object, as they would have done if they had meant 


to diſavow that they had no ſuch object? If they do not, the an- 
ſwer is diſtinctly this, that if it is to be accomplithed in a full, 


fair, and. free repreſentation of the people; a full and fair repre- 


ſentation was to be the method or immediate means that was 
to effect what they were ſeeking after; that was to be as the me- 


dium to anſwer all their deſigns. Then follows the anſwer in a 


letter ſigned by Margarat, dated the 11th of October, to the Friends 
of Univerſal Peace and of the Rights of Man-Saciety at Stockport. 

With infinite ſatisfaction the London Correſponding-' 
Society Committee peruſed your letter: they are happy to 
learn your ſteady determination, ſpite of all obſtacles, to 
purſue that ſole means of political felicity, a perfect repreſenta- 
tion of the people. „ 3901 


« With regard to our publications, our ſentiments are 


expreſſed in as ftrong terms as prudence will permit, yet plain 


enough we imagine to convince the public that while we ue nee | 
ing 


every thing from an honeſt and an annual parliament, not 


thort of ſuch a ſenate, choſen by the whole nation, will fatisfy - 


us, | 


« True generoſity, the characteriſlic of this nation, and of all 
J men throughout the globe, calling upon us to coun- 
tenance, at this juncture, the arduous ſtruggle of the French 


unperverte 


nation againſt defpotiſm and ariſtocracy, thoſe toes to the human 
race, we have relolved upon addrefling the French National Con- 
vention. 


(This was on the 11th of October 1792; and the King of 


France was depoſed on the 10th of Auguſt 1792. Theſe tranſ- 
actions appear peculiarly worthy notice. | 
Now, without entering into the probable effects of 
ſuch a meaſure, effects which your Society will not fail 
to diſcover, we invite you to join us; and to that end 
herewith you have a copy of our intended addreſs ; if you 
approve the idea, and will concur in ſending it, be pleaſed 
to return us without delay a copy, ſigned by your preſident 
and ſecretary, or by the delegates, ſtating each . for how many 
perſons he figns, we wili then aſſociate your body with ours, and 
with ſome others who have already aſſented to the meaſure. If, 
on the. contrary, you diſapprove that mark of zeal /awards the ' 


enly nation that has bitherts undertaken to reftare to mankind its juſt 


. 


rights, pleaſe to communicate to us your objections. 


0 Sir, 15 


« For the Committee of Delegates, 
=o | e TOS, Cc. -- 


„% M. M. Ca.” 
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Now, on the 6th of October 1792, that Mr Barlow, whoſe 
name occurs before with reſpe& to his publications, he writes a 
letter and ſends it to the London Correſponding-Society, together 
with a book, called Advice to the National Convention of 
France: he writes a fimilar letter to the Conſtitutional-Society ; 
and you will pleaſe to obſerve, thathe wagſent as one of the de- 
legates of the Society to Paris. Mr. Barlow ſays in that letter, 
I have lately publiſhed a fmall treatiſe, addrefſed to the National 
Convention of France, on the defects of the conſtitution of 1791, 
and of the amendments that ought to be applieec. 
He then obſerved, that 3 the contents of his treatiſe was 
more particularly applicable to the French government, yet he 
would beg leave to ſtate what was the doctrine in this book for 
which the Society for Conſtitutional Information (Mr. Hardy then- 
a member of it) made him their thanks: that dottrine-amounts to 
this, Mr. Barlow, after ſtating that theſe principles of equal active 
citizenſhip, which had found its way into the conſtitution of 
France in 1791, and which had Jeit a King as a part of the 
ſyſtem of that government, were not compatible; he informs 
them that the glorious victory of the ioth of Augult, had ac- 
compliſhed finally the effect of thoſe principles which he under- 
Mood to be the principles of thoſe to whom he was writing, 
aſſerting that it was impoſſible upon thoſe principles, that a King 
could be retained in that ſyſtem of government; becauſe, ac- 
cording to ſuch a ſyſtem the conſtitution was at variance with itſelf. 
conceiving that thoſe that had made the Revolution in 1791, had 
not diſcovered that defect; or on the other hand, if they had diſ- 
covered it, they thought the moment had not arrived when they 
would reduce it to a pure repreſentative government; and alſo 
aſſerting, that the maxim of government, that a King can do 
no wrong, ought to be, that a king can do no good; and until 
they excluded out of their ſyſtem of government, a King, they 
would not be in any rational form of government. This is the 
gentleman that is voted by the Conſtitutional Information, an 
honorary member of the Society, and afterwards ſent to Paris 
with the addreſſes Jam now about to ſtate to you, of thoſe ad- 
dreſſes I ſhall ſtate to you but two of them. Theſe: addreſſes 
had been ſent up and down through the country to the affiliated 
Societies for addreſſes from them to expreſs the ſame principles to 
France, not on account of the cauſe of France, but an account 
of the cauſe of England, with a view of bringing the ſame effect 
in bat Fee 
The ee Correſponding- Society firſt of all eommunicated 
to the Conſtitutional-Society, in the month of October, their 
intention of ſending an addreſs to France; the Conſtitutional- 
Society fully approved of the purpoſe, ſaw the end it aimed at, 
1 3 8 tos 15 ny, e and 
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and they determined not to concur in the ſame addreſs, but to 
ſend'a ſeparate addreſs; and in theſe papers you will ſee the 
1 were expreſſed to the Convention concerning the 
| 2 and government of the country, and for rearing a Re- 
| l The addreſs 'of the London Correſponding-Society is to this 
effect ( See Jox DA x's Second Report of the Commons, p. 85) 
This was followed by another from the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information, which ſeems to ſtate their principles more 
clearly (See Jox DA x's Second Report of the Commons, p. 91). 
They rejoice that the glorious victory of the 10th of Auguſt, has 
finally prepared the way for a conſtitution eſtabliſhed on the 
baſis of reaſon and nature. Mr. Barlow had ſaid, and they 
adopted their addreſs in his language, that there was no con- 
ſtitution could be formed, on the baſis of liberty and nature, 
on the principle of the Revolution of 1791, with a King at 
their head, . //%%%%ͤ%ͤ W.. 
It will not be matter of ſurpriſe to you that a letter ſuch as 
this to the National Convention of France, ſhould have produced. 
opinions conſonant thereto. opt Tila i or dogs 
It is not very extraordinary that that infamous decree . of 
fraternization was made in France, whereby they rejected pri- 
vileged orders vi all caſts. But I think you will be ſurpriſed- 
that any man could receive ſuch a letter as Mr. Barlow's in this- 
country, and read, in approbation, the anſwer of this addreſs 
to France, and which was read in the preſence of the priſoner, 
without taking ſome means to ſhew that he rejected all that 
that anſwer meant to ſay. „V 5 
On the 2 iſt of December 1792, or rather, I ſhould ſay, on 
the 14th of December 1792, a letter is received by the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information from the Society of Friends and 
Equality, fitting at Laon, capital of the department de I Aiſne, 
wherein is expreſſed, that when they acknowledge no rights, 
but the Rights of Man, then France and England ſhall form 
together a treaty of union as laſting as the courſe of the Seine 
and the Thames, then there, as here, ſhall exiſt no other reign 
but that of Liberty, Equality, and Friendſhip; and conclude, 
may this day riſe on the horizon of the two nations. | 
Accordingly then, we find this Society of the Friends of 
Liberty eſtabliſhed at Laon, as adverting to what had. been faid 
in the addreſs of the Conſtitutional- Society to the National Con- 
vention on the 10th of Auguſt: ſaying, “ Yes, alſo, bre- 
thren and friends, the 10th of Auguſt ſhall be diſtinguithed 
in the annals of the world, as the day of the triumph of Li- 
berty, &c.” On the 17th of December 1792, they received 
another letter from a Society in Macon in the department of 
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the Saone and Loi in which they are exthorigt to live; free or 
die: they ſay, © Will that bold nation, that has produced 
philoſophers, remain a partial ſpectator in the noble cauſe. You 
wall ſoon lift up yourſelf againſt the perfidious court of dt. James's; 
our love for liberty has fixed your, attention on their acts. 
The Popular Societies of France regard the epoch that ſhall 
permit them to prepare their addreſſes to the National Aſſembly7 
of Great-Britain, and to offer to the ſoldiers of your nation, 
arms, bayonets, and pikes.“ Some perſons, connected with 
theſe in this indictment, were at the bar of the National Con- 
vention of France; others of them delivering: theſe: ſentiments _ 
by their ambafladors, Mr. Barlow, whoſe principles you have 
feen, and Mr. Froſt, who has been convicted in this country, 
coming from that, with the doctrine of, No. King. They offered _ 
this addreſs to the National Convention of France, the tubſtance 
of which 1 will ſtate to you in terms which 1 believe is an ac- 
curate tranſlation. 

Gentlemen, Mr. Barlow By Mr. Froft, two Engliſh citizens, 
| being admitted to the bar, one of them pronounced the addreſs 
dated Nov. 28, 1792, and obſerve, it was after the National 
Aſſembly. had promiſed fraternal aſſiſtance to the ſubjects of any 

country that found themſelves willing to caſt off all kingly go- 
vernment: They fay, * We. are to congratulate you on the 
triumphs of Liberty. Before the epoch of the: French Re- 
volution, this Society (that i is, the Conſtitutional- Society in Lon- 
don) employed itfelf too long with little hopes of ſucceſs, judge 
then of the tranſports of our gratitude, &c. pt roman A 2 
cieties of the fame fort are forming themſelves, at this moment, 
in every part gf England; the minds of all receive, in this oc- 

currence, a general impreſſion, which leads them to find out the 
+abuſes of government, and to ſeek the remedy, means as ſtinple 

as the evils are infinite, &c. Reaſon is about to make a rapid 

5 eee & c.“ Am I to be told then, that in the month of 
Nor. 1792, theſe men meant no more than a reform in the 
Commons Houſe of Parliament, them that ſaid in Auguſt 
1792, they could not apply to Parliament; it is impoſſi ble, after 
this, to put ſuch a conſtruction on their actions. 

. You will likewiſe find, that the Preſident of the Gon- 
vention thought it neceflary to give an anfwer; the Pre- 
ſident, . addretiing them as 8 Republicans, and well 

he might; he concludes his addreſs in much the fame ſen- 

timent as they concluded theirs; in hopiug the time thortly to 
commence,” when the French ſhould. ſend their. congratulations 
10; a National Aſſembly of England; ©. Fo 

You will likewiſe find, that he London Coe ing e- 
-ciety, 1 the 3 Conſtitutional-· Society, endeavoured to 
il | | | excite 
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excite io in all parts of England, to ſeri addreſſes, and 
the intent of them cannot poſſibly be miſunderſtood; but take 


the intent what you will, and ſay there was as yet no war be⸗ 


tween England and France, yet it is manifeſt, there was an 
intent that there ſhould be a National Convention in England, 
and, eſpecially, when they ſay, that the ſoldiers of their Liberty 
would alſiſt the ſoldiers of our Liberty, whether there was war 
or no. And, in that month of November 1792, paſſage oc- 
curs in the hiſtory of nations, in which France declares war 
againſt all the world that did not adopt her + on ws EP ven- 
ture to put them in execution. 

I ſhall now, undoubtedly, inſiſt belbrs you and the court, 
that the act of any individuals of any ſociety, and particularly 
the act of ſending addreſſes to a foreign country, and alſo that 
the letters which perſons write, relative to the fame: addreſs, 
are evidence againſt each of them, whether written 1 the par- 
ticular individual or no. 

Vou will allow me now to ſtate, that on Mfc of Sep- 
tember 1792, Mr. Froſt, who was then at Paris, ſtates his 
notions of the real effect of theſe tranſactions; about which 
time, alſo, Mr. Paine made his rl e in the National 
Convention. 


He then oblarvak that Jove was 2 projed to buy ſhoes ok | 


ſoldiers of F rance, as well as arms and mul{quets'; with which pro- 
ject the priſoner at the bar was contributing; concerning Which 
Mr. Tooke gets a letter wrote to Petionthe mayor of Paris, inform- 
ing him that they had made a preſent of fome money fot the uſe 
of the French, and requeſting to know'the name of ſore F reach- 
man in London with whom it might be intruſted. 

This was anſwered by Petion on the-gth of October, when be. 
told them they could have no doubt of his intention to ſecond 
views ſo ae to England and France : that they had the glori- 


ous diſtinction of deſerving the hatred of their government, con- 


cluding with, worthy fellow- citizens, honoured by the ſenti- 
ments which you expreſs for us, receive the affurance: of Gy 
gratitude, your fellow-citizen, Petton. 


It may be in the recollection of moſt who now hear me, that . 


circumſtances of this ſort, which were ſuppoſed to be in exiſt- 


ence, had excited in this country a conſiderable alarm in the 


minds of many perſons, which alarm. it ſeems to have been 
thought neceflary both in the Conſlitutional- Society, and alſo in 
the Correſponding- Society, to be laid aſleep. They thought 
it called on them td give ſome explanation of their principles. 
The explanation which the London Correſponding- Society gave, 
Was, though it was given for the purpoſe of laying aſide that 
1 yet it will — proved to you; being written by Mr. 
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© Vaughan; and at a meeting held it was agreed to be ſtuck up 


about the town at midnight, by a perſon of the name of Carter, 
but there was ſome miſtake in the orders given him by his em- 


ployer, he went to ſtick them up in the morning, and the perſon 


was taken up in the act of ſticking the bills: he Was proſecuted, 
convicted, and lay fix months in gaol in Homes . hk thar 
d 


conviction; and this was the fate of iſſuing an addreſs that was 


TD not to appear by day-light into the world, but by midnight, With 


reſpect to the addreſs, I ſay this, if I had not read already to 
you what I have read, you would have found it impoſſible to ay 
what they meant that publiſhed it; but after reading what I 


have read to you, you can have no difficulty in ſaying, that the 


paper that they publiſhed, was by no means ſuch as was calcu- 


lated in any manner to diſavow thoſe principles which I have ſhewn 
you ſatisfactorily were their avowed principles ever ſince March 
1792 : they expreſs in the language of it, as if it was ſuppoſed they 
_ uſed the words, no King, no parliament. Whoever ſays they 


have aſcribed to us the expreſſions, no King, no parliament, or 


— 
. 


any deſign of invading the property of other men, is guilty of an 


impudent and malicious falſehood. Then this letter concludes 


thus, let us wait and watch the enſuing ſeſſion of parliament, 
from whom we have much to hope, but little to fear, The 


Houſe of Commons may have been the ſource of our calamities; 
it may be the foundation of our happineſs ; ſhud it not, we truſt 


- be ſhall prove ourſelves unworthy of our forefathers. Now, I aſk 


you, after concluding this letter thus, what this means? If 
parliament will not'do it, why, it we- are ready to admit that 
arliament is formed on principles to do the thing it wills, it is 
all well; but if it will not, we will not prove ourlelves unworthy” 
of our forefathers. _ . | 
In referring back to the declaration of the 6th of Auguſt, 
1792, which faid, that they had nothing to look for from par- 
Irament, it corroborates the language that they uſed to the Na- 
tional Convention of France, the conduct which in their dele- 


yy 


gates was never repudiated by any act in the London Corre- 


„ 3 Society. 


In referring mereover to the ſubſequent evidence that I have to | 
offer to you, you will find that the ſentiment exprefſed by this 
Society in Auguſt 1792, was a ſentiment which, if followed up 


by thoſe that acknowledge to hold it, to this effect, that if par- 


lament did not give them this redreſs, they would. have it by 


their own force. | 


With reſpect to the Conſtitutional-Society, the profeſſed object 


1 


of this Society has been to promote the welfare of the people by _ 


all conſtitutionft means, (but will it make the means more con- 


ſtitutibnal'than they really are, becauſe they chooſe to call therh” 


ſo) and to expole the abuſes which have imperceptibly crept into 


F the 


E 


the government, by all peaceable means: but you will find from, 
the proceedings of April 1794, that if they could not do it by. 
peaceable means, they meant to do it by force. 
About the ſame time there was an addreſs from Mancheſter, dated 
Dec. 14, 1792, which appears to have been read in the Conſti- 
tutiona]-Society in the preſence of the priſoner, and which addreſs. 
has fome very peculiar circumſtances about it; for you will find! 
that there was a reſolution on the '14th"of December in theſe. 
words; Reſolved; that the ſaid addreſs be publiſhed in the newſ- 
papers. Now; it appears that theſe words are in the hand-writing, 
of Mr. Tooke, and the addreſs itſelf in the hand-writing of Mr. 
Tooke'; and this addreſs appears afterwards to be in print—it is 
ſent for publication, and with a view to ſhe what the diſtribu- 
tion of libels' has extended to, in producing the treaſonable pur- 
_ poſes in this country: we find that there was ordered 100,000. 
copies to be diſtributed in Great-Britain and Ireland. | 
On the 2 iſt of December, the report was, that the Secretary 
had offered the addreſs that was ſent from Mancheſter, and ordered 
to be ſent to the offices of the Morning- Chronicle and Morning- 
Poſt; and that they had refuſed to print them. | pe” 
Now, in this addreſs, which bears date the 14th of December 
1792, and which was read in this meeting; and recollecting what 
J have ſtated, of the principles of thoſe who were concerned in 
this tranſaction, as this principle had been manifeſted in all their 
other tranſactions which I have ſtated, you will find there is theſe. 
paſlages, ** that they bear with patience the hourly calumnies to 
which they are expoſed. They entertain no perſonal enmity, no 
averſion but to the enemies of the people, no. diſreſpect to the 
conſtitution, but what is hoſtile to the rights of the people.“ 
But, this is more diſtinctly ſtated in a letter to the editor of the 
Patriot, a Sheffield newſpaper, which was likewiſe read, and 
entered among the minutes of this Society; and which it will 
appear were concerted and affiliated with the London Corre- 
ſponding- Society, and alſo with the Conſtitutional-Society in the 
propagation of the principle of their clubs in an extent that no 
language can do juſtice to, and which it is impoſſible to deſcribe 
without reading the letters themſelves. (Cee JORDAN's Second 
KReport of the Commons, p. 87. F D 
Mr. Attorney General went on toobſerve, I have now gone through 
as well as Jam able, and I hope ſufficient to give you a clew to 
the caſe that I have to ſtate, in reſpect to the principles and prac- 
tice of | theſe. Societies with all their filiations, and ought to men- 
tion to you that you will find in the evidence that is to be laid 
before you moſt uncommon induſtry in picking up treſh connec- 
tions. Tf a paper appeared in the country, ſtating, that a Society... 
of any ſort were formed, you will find amazing induſtry in con- 
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<_ and affiliating them with the London Corr 
and Conftjtutionat Söcieties ; if theſe Societies profeſs that they 


will have nothing but a governmeht'of themſelyes, they contrive 


to give them an anſwer apreeably, if they deſite to Keep mo- 
narchy; whether upon Mr. Pitr's plan, or the Duke of Richmond's 
plan, or to cut up monarchy by the roots : they anſwer them ſut-. 
ficient to enliſt them all in their tranſactions, to combine the 
principles which they ſtate, with the practice which was corte 
ſpondent with thoſe PT, to apply thoſe practices, which. 
Were like the principles of theſe Societies in Mach 1791, and, 
the ſame that Mr. Paine and Mr. Barlow had inculcated, and to 
do which the prefent government mult be changed in order that. 
the limited monarchy may be deſtroyed; under which 1, ſtate in. 
defiance of the world, we enjoy as ſolid bleſſings that a people 
A 


ever did enjoy, ever ſince the providence of God 8 


* 


They never did enjoy ſuch a quaiitity of private happineſs an 
private proſpem y, public happineſs and public proſperity, as e 


have enjoyed. What has been done to accompliſh the de truction, | 


of which, you ſhall judge from what now will be ſtated to y: 
done was, 
and you find they have connections at Norwich, Sheffield, Leeds, &c. 
and if you believe them their. numbers were very great. The next 
ſtep was not with a view that it might be accompliſhed, but for the 
purpoſe of attracting more affiliating Societies that they began 
now to think in the year 1793, of making applications to par- 
lament; and in the courſe of that year, while they are fo 
making applications, you will find they openly diſcuſs. the uſe of 
ſo doing; they take the opinion of the Societies in the country, 
with reſpect to three diſtinct propoſitions, namely, whether they. 
ſhall addreſs the King, the parliament, or call a Convention. 


In September 1792, the Stockport Society told the London, , 


Conſtitutional Society, that there was no hopes of doin any 
thing but by a Convention; they begin to think of this tt ing, 


called a Convention, in the year 179g. and they propole, thay. 


propoſitions : Are we to make an application to, Parliament? 


% 


Are we to make an application to the King (that is, to make 


an application that he would be gracioully : pleaſed, according 
to the oath that he takes at his coronation, to give his conſent _. 


to deſtroy the Conſtitution, and himſelf as a part of it)? Or, 


are we to have a Convention? You will find, when the whole 
of the evidence is laid before you, that there & a vaſt deal ſaid 
about the matter of this Convention and applying to Parlia- 


ment; the application to the King l becauſe it. 


was thought futile; but they come finally to this determination, 


28 * 


means of ripening that that is not quite mature, 


that things. are not yet ripe, but that the application may. be one 


Then 


. 8 : 2 f : ? 4 $ *; a 
them with the London Correſponding _ 


3. 3 


1 1 the. Jouh of Auguſt 1792, the next thing that was to be 
y going on ſtrengthening themſelves by 1 1 
„ 


a 


* 


1 


2 


from all parts of the kingdom, tel 


33 Gon 

Then they ſet about procuring petitions, which. they folicit 

don FEE whom. they aſk at 

the ſame time, that it is all 8 and they do not mean 
it ſhould have any effect. The | 


annual repreſentation, which would neceſſarily have deſtroye 


the exiſtence of that government to which it was preſented ; 
but they judge it will occaſion a great debate, and if the public 
mind was hot ripe for the Convention, in 1793, yet theſe. 
proceedings and tranſactions had a natural and obvious tendency 
to bring to maturity the project not yet 1 766 „ 


Tou will find therefore, that both the London Correſponding 


Society and the Society for Conſtitutional Information, kept this 


ſubje& in view. 


A letter from the Norwich Society, on the .gth of March 


1793, to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, and whom 
you will ſee had correſponded alſo with the London Correſ- 
ponding-Society, on the ſubject of the ſaid propoſition, (lates 


TW. > 1 F 
| « United Political Societies of Narwich, 5th March 179g. | 


„% GEN TLEMEN, | ? 


It is with peculiar ſatisfaction we are favoured with your . 


correſpondence, nat merely 2 you are fo, although you are. 


better fitted to diffuſe knowledge, but becauſe you are embarked 


in the ſame magnanimous cauſe, which demands with alacrity 
the attention of every individual, and it is with the utmo 


regret we fee ſo many, either from ignorance or ſomething . 
worſe, who are inimical to their own intereſt ; for nothing con- 
tributes ſo much to ſupport the oppreſſor as the ignorance of _ 
the oppreſſed, for which purpoſe the flood-gates have been 


opened gradually, till by degrees the ſtreams of corruption 
have nearly overflowed the land, ſuch as bounty acts, borrow- 
ing qualification and ſeptennial acts, beſides ſtanding armies, 
exciſe and tything laws, with various others too painful for 


releQion, without credit to the framers thereof, and with ad- 


vantage to ſociety. We do not preſume to recapitulate theſe 


abuſes for your information, but, uy too experimentally ac- 


quainted with them, we wiſh to find out a method of redreſs, 


At prefent we ſee a great propriety in univerſal ſuffrage and annual | 


elections, but we beg you will be obliging enough to inform us 


of what you have collected of the ſenſe of the people dy your 


correſpondents. We have to inform you, that our worthy Cor- 
reſponding Societies of London have recently ſubmitted three pro- 
7 CE Gs > * © poſetions 


| a petition to Parliament, 
which, for the good of themſelves and poſterity, I thank God, 
Parliament did not attend to; I mean fo as to make a change in 
the government, on the principles of univerſal. ſuffrage 4 | 
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4 Mrions for your invefligation : Firjt, Whether a petitrorito Purlia- 
1 ment, of an atldreſs to the King, or a Convention. 
(And when it mentions the word Convention, after what paſt 

6 in 1792, when the London Correſponding- Society declared that 

they did not expect any redreſs from Parliament, it ſeems to me 
to be marvellous, that in March 1799, they were to have a Con- 
vention to go to Parliament, which on their own principles was 
not competent to give it if they had a mind to take it from them). 
Permit us briefly to ſtate our views far your reviſal; anq with 
reſpect to the firſt, we behold; ae are @ conquered prople ; ae, have 
tamely ſubmitted to the galling yoke, and reſiſtance in the pre- 
Fent circumſtances is vain; we cannot, we cannot act the man, 
and, as neceſſity has no law, we think ourſelves under haf de- 

Frulling neceſſily to ſtute our grievances ts the Houſe of Commons, 

 witha requeſt for redreſs,” and ſhould they refuſe to grant our reaſon- 

able petition, we have fill got (no thanks to them) a formidable 
© engine, that will convey the znſult lo the remoteſt parts of the king- 
dom. As to the propriety- of the ſecond; we with to ſubmait;to = 
your ſuperiour judgment, and ſhould eſteem it a favour to be 
informed of the reſult, for at preſent we are dubious its "goed 
"Conſequences. © Laſtly, a Convention, and oh]! at the periad were 
"arrived; but, in the preſent ſtate of affairs, alas! it is 4mprac- 
ticable! yet this is the object we purſue, and eſteem any ather. means 
only in ſubordination to, and as having a tendency to accompliſb that 

| dleſirabie end. TY e FTE FFC 
We wiſh to be in uniſon with our brethren and fellow- 
Aabourers, and ſhould be glad of any information as ſoon as it is 
convenient, and we beg your advice, whether it is neceflary, as 
[Noon as poſſible, to collect fignatures Io à petition for a reul repre- 
Jentalion of the people, and by whom to preſent it; whether Mr. 

Coke, Mr. Burch, or any of the friends of the people; and 
whether it is attended with any expence. Our members are: both 
n dn ee 
Me can give you an accurate ſtatement of the repreſentation 
in our neighbourhood, only obſerve it is equally farcical here as 
elſewhere, To conciude with united thanks for all favours 
received, wiſhing you {torn off} and ſucceſs, and may heaven 
avert (torn f We fubſcribe ourſelves, gentlemen,” your 


* Obliged humble ſervant, 

(Signed) | J. Bzoverros. 
Note. Pleaſe to direct to J. Broughton, St. Mary's Church, 
VMr. Blake being no longer our ſeeretary We have between thirty 


And forty ſeparate ſatieties in Norwich, beſides many in ils country 
131 You 
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You will obſerve this letter of the 5th of March 1793, having 


been received from Norwich; Mr. Froſt, Who had, then Jately 


come from France, and was about that time convicted for the 


doctrme of No King which, in this country, it is not yet quite 


la ful tu ay; Mr. Froſt Was ordered to draw up and prepare to 
this Jetter: an anfwer. However, it got into: nobler hands, it was 


ſettlod hy Council, and the ſubſtance I will now read to you. It is 


dated on the 16th of April 179; it is a leiter from the ſecretary of 
the Society for Conſtitutional Information, with information ta 


the Societies at Norwich. They ſay therein, that the Con- 


ſtitution of England has no more of that character it once 


poſſeſſed; that the ſuppoſed democracy of the country has become 


a matter of property and privilege; and, that we have no longer 
that mixt government, which our adverſaries are praiſing, when 


_ know it is no longer in our poſſeſſion, are facts notorious 
an 


indiſputable. Where then are we to look for the remedy? 


(Moſt ſurely thoſe that would not look in Auguſt 1798, will not 
look to it in April 179g) to that Parliament of which we 


complain, to the Executive Power which is implicitly obeyed, ii 
not anticipated, in that Parliament; or to ourſelves (who are our- 
ſelves, but theſe affiliated Societies) repreſented in ſome meeting 


poſe yu underſtand by the word Convention. Then the 


$2 
— 


Norwich Society writes to the Conſtitutional Society, and it pro- 
poſes a Convention, as the only means of doing this buſineſs; and 


the Conſtitutional- Society ſtates, that it is only to be done in a con- 
vention of themſelves, repreſented in ſome meeting of delegates, for 


 theextenſive purpoſe of reform, and not by applying to Parliament. 


Now this paſſage ſtates expreſsly, that the reaſon why they 
were to have a Convention was becauſe they were not to apply 


to Parliament. But I cannot impute to men of underſtanding 


ſuch an abſurdity as to believe, that they meant to form a Con- 
vention, merely to ſuppoſe it was to carry a potition to Parliament, 
for the ſake of a reform only in the Houſe of Commons. No, 


they ſay, It is the end of each of theſe propoſitions that 
we ought to look to ; and as ſucceſs in a good cauſe muſt be the 
effect of perſeverance, and the riſing reaſon of the time, let us 
determine with coolneſs, but let us perſevere with deciſion; as to 
a Convention, we regard it as a plan the moſt deſirable and moſt 
practicable, fo ſoon as the great body. of the people ſhall be 


courageous and virtuous enough to join us in the attempt.“ (You 
will ſce whether I give it the proper emphaſis.) 


+ * 


| January: 1793. N 


Give me leave to carry back your attention to the 25th of 


#2 33 F 


This ſociety, that had the correſpondence with France in 


November 1 792, and in February 179g, juſt immediately after 


the deeree of fraternization, whereby the National Convention 


Fa 5 reſolved 


of delegates for the extenſive purpoſe of reform, which we ſup- 
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reflleed'ts aſſiſt 10 people who wanted 48 þ t rid of their go- 
vernments, and which was held à8 ce edle. wt in this country, 
you will find at that period that Citizen St. Andre. a member of 
the National Convention'in' France, that had dep6 Ich Ring, 
that could not exiſt on a government formed bn the'ri; hits of-man'; 
he was admitted into the Society for Conſtitutional 1 en 
an honorary member, together with Citizens Barrere and Rbland, 
being conſidered by them as ſome of the moſt judicious ar eilight- | 
ened friends of human liberty, and reſolve it particularly requeſt 
attention to this) that © ſpeeches of Citizen St. Andre and 
itizen Barrere, aſſociated honorary members of this Society. as 
ven in the Gazette National ou Moniteur Univerſelle of Paris, 
on the 4th,” 6th, and 7th of January, be inſerted in the books 
of this Society. And as far as this Society could effect it, they 
endeavoured alſo to have à publication of it in the new papers; 
and) it will be proved to you, that one of the perſons named in 
the indictment undertook to get the ſpeech, and to enter them 
in the books of the ſociety ; and 1 ſhatl prove to you. What theſe 
fpeeches were, and then if you will be ſo good as to aſk Jour- 
ſelves what the Conſtitutional Society meant in January and 
February 179g, you will judge ge whether that Convention which 
they meant to call was to be the means of applying to Partia- 
ment, or to be the means of introducing a re Pale tete gowern- 
ment in this country, to aſſume,'and which — find did for the 
time aſſume all the powers of government. the people delegating 
theſe legiſſative powers o only Fi long as it chofe to delegate ir; 
a body politic in itſelf 7 Hcfling”” an eternal ſource of "reforin 
and revolutions. b 911 % „bold 
With reſpect to St. Rade me paſt 31 than dblerve'to 
you ate theſe; ſpeaking to the Convention, he ſays, your right to 
decide the fate of ings ariſes from your being a revolutiohary 
I "Trfdvnnal,” cteated by the nation in a ſlate of infurtectibn. 
Speaking of the Aa of Paris, this is on 4 queſtion whether 
a perſon of the King be inviolable; a maxim perfectly pra 
ſiſtent with the eivil ferry of the people, becauſe rhotgh' the 
King's perſon is inviolable, he has adviſers WH¹EDÜł are violäble in 
every act he does, at whoſe peril it is done; he fays,” 6 19L005, 
The people of Paris, by mak ing an hol infurreclion ag aint 
the King on the roth of Auguſt which n Ms. Froſt's Elie o 
Mr. Tooke was abſolutely neceſſary to be done) deprived him 
:of his charader of inviolabllity. The people of the other 
departments applauded this inſurrection, and adopted the con- 
« ſequence of it. - The people have therefore formal}: 8 
10 deſtroy this royal inviclabihity. The tacit oer. of 1 
people rendered the perſon of the King inviolable. The 5 4 
Inſurrection was/a-tacit repeal of that conſent, and was found 
on * ſame * of _ as * conſent * he King's 8 
| PR 


perſan is ibviolable ouly wh 4 Other branches of 7 
. legiſlature, but not wih wehe the people. 
10 Now, gentlemen, L aſk you, wha 10 0 le. gentlemen, (who 
erde this} ſpœech to be, publiſhed; _— e King's perſon is in- 
a viglable only with relation-to the other branches. 8 legillature, 
hut not wich. relation to the people). when they were talkin to 
the Convention mean? I am, ſorry to ſay, that my mind is 
drawn. to tbe concluſion, that they thougl t the King's perſon | 
was: not inviolable with reſpect to the Convention of the people, 
| pays was to be formed becauſe there, Was 10 be no, qr 
ie, Parliament. he "i 
Now let us ſee their ideas of A Yo Penton aig, 6 1 ap *s 
% A Convention differs from an ordinary W in, 1 this 
reſpect A legiſlature is only a ſpecies of ſuperintending Magiſ- 
tracy, a moderator of the powers of government A Convention 
is a perfect repreſentation, of the Sovereign. The members of 
the Ties Aſſemby aQed in Auguſt upon thee. pringiples.— 
In ſummoning, the Convention, they declare, that they ſaw, but 
one meaſure which could fave. France; namely, to haye recourſe 
to. — ſupreme, will of the people, and to invite the people to 
eee that unalienable right of, ſovercjgaty which 
the. Conſtitution, had acknowled ged, and which, it could not 
ſuhject to any reſtriction. The — 61 intereſt required that tbe 
.Peaple ſhould manifeſt their, will. 4 the election of a National 
Conyention, formed of . invelled by the 
7 unlimited powers. — he og gi maniteſt, their will by | 
the election of that Convention.—T chef ꝛonvention being aſſem- 
bled, is itſelf that ſovereign will which ought. to prevail. —It 
would be contrary to every principle to ſuppele that the Conven- 
t on is not alone excluſivel 2 the expreſſion of the general will. 
„ The powers of the onyention; mult, trom the very nature 
of the Aſſembly, be unlimited with, reſpect 40. every. meaſure, of 
general ſafety, ſuch as the execution of a 64 ij Ba Bp. longer 
2 Conyention if. it, has not power to judge t. the King. ir ws 
44 { A. Convention is a conſtituent body, z..e. a body. that i is to 
make a Conſtitution for the people.—A 13 makes laws 
under an eſtabliſhed Conſtitution, and in conformity 40 it. -It-is 
eee in, the ordinary and permanent eſtabliſhment of 
a late there is no/ ſeparation of powers; hut it is of the very 
eſſence of a conſtituent body. to, concenter, for-the-time all cho ad 
* e is the very nature of a National Convention to be the 
N image of.the Jation, to unite in itlelf. all the powers 
he Staig, to emp] oy thein againſt the enemies of Liberty, 
and to, diltribure thein in a new, ſocial compech called. a,/Con- 
ſtitution idglotent gr A ot tor 127 Sigg 
505 * tatec that to Vu, 4. think L cannot poſlibly, be 
281 rh 121 1a21699 Sd es Wel to eben +12 Miſtaken 
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miſtaken when J conceive that you can do no otherwiſe than put 
the ſame conſtruction on this letter Which I d. 
Gentlemen, I will now take the liberty of calling your atten- 
tion to 2 letter of the iyth of May 1799, and an anſwer, the 
25th of May 1793, paffing' over à great many letters, the'fubs 
ſtance of Which you may inform yourſelves of by having them 
read. I will now call your attention, in order of time, to a 
leuer of the 17th of May 1793, for it begins a correſpondence. 
molt exceſſively material, with that part of the country in which 
a Convention has been already held, I mean in Scotland, a Con- 
vention, which I think 1 ſhall ſtate to you, that for the time 
acted on the principles that form the ſpeech” of St. Andre, und 
which if it had not been flopped in the execution of its purpoſe, 
and had been joined by thoſe whoſe acts are here before you 
fttmis day, you might have now ſeen a very different ſtate of things 
in this country to which now is the caſe, 


I; hold it as my opinion, in the office which I fill, that if I 


underſtand the cafe for which certain perſons were tried for the 
acts which they did in Scotland, not as for high-treafon, but if 
they bad bees ied f, digh-reaſon, there old have deen nb 
right to complain, if they had agſtated thar queſtion in thar 


Mape before a Jury of the country. 
On the x7th of May, a Mr. Urquahart going from London 
to. Edinburgh, Mr. Hardy, and the perſon named Margarot, 
they write a joint letter, informing thoſe to whom they write, 
that Parliament had, as they expected it would, and as they 
meant it ſhould, reject their petition; the letrer is dated 
e | Landon, May 17, 1798. 
0" "The e eee, eagerly ſeize tlie oppor- 
tunity of Mr. Urquahart's going back to Edinburgh, to requeſt 
of your ſociety a renewal of correſpondence, and a more inti- 
Tate co-operation in that which both focieties alike ſeek, vizi a 
Reform in the Parliamentary Repreſentation. We 'afe very 
ſenſible that no ſociety can by itfelf bring about that deſirable 
end; let us therefore unite as much as poſſible, not only with'eath 
oller, but with every ather ſociety throughout the nation. Our 
_ petitions, you will have learned, have been all of them unſuc- 
ceſsful ; our attention muſt now therefore be turned lo ſome more 
 effetual means. — From your ſociety Toe would willingly learn them, 
and you, on your part, may depend upon our adopting the arm 
mealures, provided they are conſtitutional (and by conſtitutiona 
they meant at a Convention diſtinct from a Parliament); and we 
"hope the country will not be behind-hand with us. 
This war has already opened the eyes of many, and ſhould it 
oO Ee So na Oh 1 nee enn - 
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continue much longer, there is no anſwe 10 1 if 25 on 
the-1mind of vpe people... e l f e 
% Qu ſociety has met with much perſecution, nevertheleſs. we 
g0 on incteaſing in number and political. Knowledge. - Withing 
YOU! and our cauſe; all ſucceſs, we remain. moſt cor rdially, Sir, N it 


25 51 Ie ö Ty £3 2 17 Ar 24 110 ” $4 2 C N by 2 1 
e For the London Correſpondipg: Sbciet r,, 
Tour Friends and Fellow-Labourers. 
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* To ſhe Friends the People en +615 as. bh re Hos 
eee > 1 i ooo a 
Then Mr. Skirving, in anſwer, writes thus 
Mr. Urquahart did me the pleaſure to call on Thurſday 
afternoon, and delivered your letter of the 17th current. I am 
much pleaſed with the contents of it, and ſhall lay it before 
the firſt Martin of our Societies here, which however daes not 
take place till Monday, fevennight. I would have acknowleged 
the receipt of your favour by yeſterday's polt, but was too much 
employed in removing our houſehold to anather lodging to attend 
ee // 
II If either you in England or we in Scotland ſhould attempt 
ſeparately the Reform which we, I truſt, ſeck to obtain, we 
ſhould by ſo doing only expoſe our weakneſs, and manifeſt our 
ignorance of the corruption which oppoſes aur important under- 
taking. If we ſought only the extirpation of one ſet of in- 
tereſted men from the management of national affairs, that 
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aſſuciation adyerſe to the moſt 
the aſlaciations in England. 
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« J think the minds of all muſt, in the nature of things, be 
now turned to more effetual means of Reform. Not one perſon: 
| was convinced f the neceflity of it by the moſt convincing at- 
ments of reaſon, together with the moſt unequivocal expreſ- 
5 — of univerſal deſire. What then is to be hoped for from 
repetition; I am only afraid that the bow in England againſt 
Reform was ſo contracted that in returning it may break. You- 
would willingly learn, you ſay from us. I own that we ought / 
to be forward in this. We have, at once, in great:wifdom' per- 
fected our plan of 1rganization ; and if we were in the ſame inde- 
pendent late of mind as the people of England,” we would de able 
to take the lead. The aſſociations with you are no more, I 1 
fear excuſe my freedom than an Ariſtocracy for the good of 
the people. They are indeed moderate, firm, and virtuous, 
and better cannot. be ; but we are the propa themſelves, and 
we are the firſt to ſhew that the people can both judge and 
reſolve; if undirected by faction, with both wiſdom and mo- 
decration. | 1 | 1999 
«« I have not a higher wiſh'in the preſent exertions for Re- 
form, than te ſee the people univerſally and regularly aſſociated, 
becauſe I. am perſuaded that the preſent diſaſtrous engagements 
will iſſue in ruin—(I muſt here beg your attention to this, be- 
cauſe I think you will ſee that in the tranſactions in the Conven- 
tion at Edinburgh, they looked to what they were to do in caſe 
of an invaſion, as well as in every other) and the peuple then 
muſt provide for themſelves; and it would be unhappy, when we 
ſbeuld be ready to att with unanimity to be occupied about organi-: 
zation, withaut which however anarchy muſt enſue. We will not 
need but to be prepared for the event, to“ ſtand and fee the 
| falvation of the Lord.“ Let us therefore take the hint given us 
by our oppolers ; let us begin in earneſt to make up cur minds 
relative to be extent of Reform which we ought to ſeek ; be prepared. 
to juſtify it, and to controvert objett:ons; let us model the whole 
in the public mind; let us provide every ſtake and ſtay of the ta 
bernacle which we would erect, ſo that when the tabernacles of. appr. 
fron in the palaces ambition are broken down under the madneſs 
and folly of their ſupporters, we may then, without anarchy and 
all-dangerous delay, erect? at once our tabernacle of righteouſneſs. 
And may the Lord himſelf be in it. „„ OT PACT 
« How hurtful to the feelings of a reflecting mind to look back 
to the wretched ſtate in woes ba Roman monarchy, enfeebled 
and broken by its own corruption, left the nations which it had 
ſubjected, like . ſheeep without a ſhepherd ;* they ſoon became 
a prey to every invader, becauſe there was none to gather and 
unite them. Had they, foreſeeing the evil, aſſociated for mu- 
tual defence, no robber would have been able to enſlave * 
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they would have given laws to all parties as well as to themſelves ;: 
all ſeparate colonies and nations would have ſought their alli-/ 
ance; but not having virtue to aſſociate,” and heal the diviſions, 
and root but the ſelfiſſi ſpirit, which ambition foſtering govern- 
ments procure to their ſubjects, they fell under oppreſſions, from 
under whoſe iron ſceptre they have never yet been able to deliver 
themſelves. a1 FIG ST TGT an ige, £36112 92 
We may ſuppoſe an event which we deprecate ; nay; ſhould 
we not be prepared for every poſſible iſſue of the preſent unpre- 
cedented diviſions of mankind, we have a right to be apprehen- 
ſive of the abilities of our own managers, who are ſo afraid to 
depart from precedent, that, like men of detail, they may be in- 
adequate to the taſk of preſerving the veſſel from thipwreck, now 
Erappling wich danger, not only great, but new and uncommon. 
the preſent miniſtry fail, who after them ſhall be truſted? it 
3 little penetration to ſee the anarchy and diſcord Which 
will follow; it will be ſuch that nothing bort of a general union 
among the people themſelves will be able to heal: haſte, therefore, to 
aſſociate, at leaſt to be ready to affociate, + If then ſuch a broken 
ſtate of things ſhould take place, the civil broils that would ne- 
ceſſarily enſue would ſoon ſubſide before the united irreſiſtible / 
voice of the whole. Do not, I intreat you, heſitate, thinking 
ſuch a work premature as jet, (Gentlemen, this is written in May 
1793) but a month, and then it may be 10% late. A malignant 
party may be already formed, and only waiting for the halting of 
the preſent managers; it will then be too late to ſeek to ſubject 
to deliberation, after a party has dared the act of rebellion. {#f 
Jou ge 9 further than ſeparate meetings in different towns, we oil 
nat be able to cor ſide in your confraternity, becauſe, while in ſuch ' 
ſtate; you may be but the tools of a faction. We could have all 
_ confidence, and unite with all affection, in one afjembly of commiſ- *. 
ſioners, from all countries of the world, (this letter being written 
in the beginning of the war, and then it ſays, we could have all 
confidence, and unite with all affection in one aſſembly of com- 
miſſioners, from all countries of the world,) if we knew they 
were choſen by the unbiaſfed voice of the people, becauſe they 
would come up with the fame difintereſted views and defires as ' 
ourſelves, having all agreed to a common center of union and in- 
tereſt; but we could not confide in fellow citizens who kept aloot 
from ſuch union, and would no ee affiliate in one great 
, 32 Ang urns men ne 
In troubling you with ſo long an epiſtle I have at leaſt ſhewn ++ 
my inclination to correſpond. I have alſo hinted. at things 
which appear to me the preſent ſubjects of conſideration, becauſe 
Jam deſirous of youit᷑ opinion upon them. I have poſſibly wrote 
with too much freedom, but you will place it to account of zeal 
| | it 
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in the cauſe, and on this ſcore diſcharge my deſign, which is diſ- 


+ 


| With ſincere efteem and affection. 
. 5 I am, Sir, g e n ; N a 


Lour well-wiſneer,r 

W. SIN vide, Sec. 

5 6 | OLED MOV ME IRE Act 

On the roth of June, 1793, (I have before told you that here 
Was a ſociety in Birmingham) that ſociety writes to the London 
. Correſponding Society, and the anſwer of the London Corre- 
| ſponding Society to them is in theſe terms: TOS RD GCN 
Sir, 55 oth June, 1793. 
It is with ſingular ſatisfaction the committee of the London 
Carreſponding . received your letter; they are very glad 
to ſee the ſpirit of freedom ſpringing up in Birmingham, and 
they make no doubt but that the 2 of your ſociety, and the 
increaſe of your numbers, will ſoon dy away the ſtigma thrown 
on your town by the unjuſtifiable behaviour of a Charch and King 
mob. We are entirely of your opinion with regard to the ne- 
ceſſity of a general union; and we believe, as you do, that when 
once the country ſhall have ſo united, the Neroes of the day will be 

forced to yield to the jut demand of a long and fare oppreſſed people.” 

Wich pleaſure we accept your proffered correfporidetice, and 
earneſtly beg of you to let us hear from your Society by every 
. opportiiiity, We with likewiſe you would point out to us ſome 
fafe mode of conveyance tor ſuch informations and publications as 
we may think neceſſary to be tranſmitted to you. The poſt We no 
ways rely on, as many of our letters have already been intercep- 


00 


Tf any of the members of your ſociety ſhould have occafion to 
viſit this metropolis, we hope you will not let him come without 
a letter from you, and that while they ſtay here they will fre. 
_ quently af/it at the meetings of our ſeveral diviſions, 8 thus 
aſſociating commence an union which we hope ſoon to ſes ſpread itſelf 
(( 1 V 
_ We will not enter into a detail of our grievances; we are 
equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly convin- 
_ ced that nothing ſhort of annual Parliaments and univerſal ſaffrage 
can reſtore to us that degree of civil liberty we are juſtly en- 
titled ic e. Ke. N 


„ 0 —, Secretary to the Birmingham 
Society for Conſtitutional Information. 
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Gentlemen, the Political Societies at Norwich alſo write to 
the London Correſponding Society with reſpect to this Convention 
on the 253th of June 1793, in Which they ſay, we lately received 
your friendly letter, wherein you ſtated three propoſitions; firſt, 
a petition to his Majeſty, or to Parliament, or a National Con- 
vention, and ordered one of our committee to anſwer it; ſhould 
be glad if you will inform me whether it was attended to; I gave 
my opinion on the ſubject to the Conſtitutional Society at Lon- 
don, and found their ideas congenial to my own, viz. an addreſs 
to the King, futile; a petition to Parliament, (as a conquered 
peaple,) tolerable; a National Convention, (if circumſtances 
_ admitted,) beſt of all. | 55 11 
ou will find on the 28th of June, 1793, while theſe ſocieties 
are holding ſo much correſpondence with reſpect to this National 
Convention, as the only effectual means to effect their purpoſe, 
it was thought that an addreſs to the nation ſhould be prepared, 
and that is not immaterial for you to take notice of, becauſe you 
will find that the project of a National Convention in Scotland, 
was thought to have failed for want of a previous addrefs to the 
nation. On account of that, many gentlemen were brought to- 
gether, and a reſolution was paſſed, that Mr. Tooke, and a per- 
fon-ot the name of Yorke, who was afterwards a delegate to 
_ Edinburgh, ſhould be united in preparing an addreſs. n 
Ong the 25th of July, 1793, a letter having been received from 
the Political Societies at Norwich, the anſwer is given in theſe 
in,, 1 | : | 6 15s | 
The London Correſponding Society [have received and read 
with pleaſure your letter of the 25th of June, but the anſwer 
which you mention to have been made to our three queſtions has 
not yet come to hand. We thall be glad to be informed in your 
next whether it was put in the Poſt Office. „ 
Mich regard to the queſtions themſelves, however individuals 
may have made up their minds on them, the public ſeemed moſt: to 
_ approve. the mode of pelitioning parliument. We accordingly. ar- 
quieſced, and ſent in à petition ſigned by near G, ooo -perſons. 
With this letter you. will receive .a copy of it; and with it's fate 
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you are doubtleſs not unacquainted.,  _. 
While we agree with you that the people are treated hkeſwine, 
we are forced to acknowledge that ſome among them, from their 
ſloth and ignorance, ſcarcely deſerve. beiter uſage; however, un- 
cCeaſingly labouring to. meliorate their condition as well as our 
oven, and convinced that a thorough Parliamentary Reform is 
the only means of effectuating it, we firmly purſue aur. purpoſe, 
And in the moſt conſpicuous — under the eye of the court, 
— | | Ia 
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in the middle of the metropolis, and in the very eſt of place and. 


pootion hornets, the tavern where Reeves, the tool of the Junto, 
olds his inquiſitorial tribunal, have lately held a general meet- 
ing of the ſociety, ſent forth an addreſs to the nation, and entered 
into ſome ſpirited reſolutions, a few copies of which we deſire 
you to accept and promulgate as far and as wide as you can; at 
the ſame time reſt aſſured that the firmneſs diſplayed therein 
is not canfined to words, but that on every occaſion our ſociety will 
be found foremoſt in efſerting and recovering the liberties + their 
Exhorting you, therefore, to throw aſide all ef com- 
plaint, we wiſh you to occupy yourſelves in inſtructing the peo- 
ple, in introducing and maintaining order and regularity in your 
own ſociety, and in forming a junction with all others aſſaciated for 
the ſame purpoſe throughout the nation, by keeping up a conſtant. 
correſpondence with them; but, above all, orderly and courage- 
ouſly preparing yourſelf for the event, (mark the reaſon,) for as "I 
is natural to ſuppoſe that thoſe who now prey on the public will, 
not Tune yield up their enjoyments, nor re- poſſeſs us of our 
rights without a ſtruggle, which, by their behaviour in Ireland, 
(it alludes to a bill to prevent a Convention being held there,) 
we have ſome. reaſon to think they are meditating, and perhaps 
may intend to effect by means of thoſe very foreign mercenaries + 
who are now paid with the ſweat of our brow, and whom, under 
fome plauſible pretence, it would be no difficult matter to land 
on our ſhore It may be more advantageous to humanity to ſhew.... 
them at firſt, that their opponents are neither mob nor rabble, 
but an indignant oppreſſed people, in whom is not yet entirely extinet 
the valour of their forefathers. | | 5 


(This is the concluſion again to the addreſs at the end of the 
year 1792.) 9150 N „3 
Union and increaſe being then our only reſources, let us dili- 
gently exert ourſelves therein with zeal and patience, removing 
ignorance and prejudice, with firmneſs and a conſiſtent behaviour 
encouraging thoſe who join us; and, above all- groldng lite _. 
bickerings among ourſelves, ever difcountenancing ſelfiſh jea- 
louſies and private animoſities, and cordially joining with heart 
and hand in the common cauſe. _ 3 
Your neighbourhood mutt feverely feel the dreadful conſe- 
quences of an iniquitous, depopulating, and ruinous war, but 
you are not the only ſufferers; from various parts of the country 
we learn, that the war abroad has already ſpread deſolation at 
home; yet ſuch is the blindneſs of ſome folks, that they talk of... _ 
it's being continued for years. Peace we with to all men, but to 
ſuch friends deſtruction. Let us hear from you foon, and 15 our 


- 


. 
future correſpondence. be more regular. We are, with ſincerity, 
fellow citizen, fon the B. G. S. a (610 60 | 
2 Your friends and fellow labourers for the 

. Good of our country, 1 5 


1 5 Wor | F 14 2 5 AT ' . FS T. H. 
In a letter I referred to, which is written by the ſame Cor 


by the Hertford Society, in which the Hertford Society had de- 
ſired to know their principles, they ſtate themſelves in the ſame 
man 17 (See JORDAN's Second Report of the Houſe f Commons, 


In Gccober 1 793, the Scotch Convention having met, which 2 


we have all heard ſo much of out of this place, you find there 
was a letter received from Mr. Sinclair, together with an addreſs 


of Skirving, who was ſecretary to the Convention; and an ex- 


traordinary meeting was called at the Crown and Anchor, to 
conſider the utility and. propriety of ſending delegates to the 
Convention to be held at Edinburgh, for the ane of obtain 
ing a Parliamentary Reform. 0 18 16% N r ee 


On the 28th of October 1793, this ſociety came to a reſolu- 5 


tion to ſend delegates, and Mr. Sinclair and Mr. Vorke, whom 
I have before mentioned, were appointed. And perhaps one 


cannot. better ſtate the extraordinary aſſumption of .delegated 


power, than when J ſtate to you, that Mr. Sinclair, meeting 
with the other deputies in the Convention of Scotland, had 'no 


difficulty in aſſuming with others, to call their meeting the Britiſh _ 


Convention of the people, and aſſerting their right ſo to act. 


Richter was to ſupply the place of Mr. Yorke in caſe he is diſ- 


abled. And theſe perſons go with all the delegation of the powers 
of the people, which this conſtituted ſociety could give them. 
The London Correſponding Society was not to be backward 
with the London Society for Conſtitutional Information, in 
forming this Convention in Scotland, all which you will ſee in 
the ene which deſerves your moſt ſerious attention, as ex- 
preſſed in a circular letter, in which the priſoner expreſſed him- 
ſelf ile” [63 OA 1 | 


Fellow Citizens, | London, 19th Oct. 4793. 
We have to acknowledge at once your: favours of the 3d Sep- 


tember, and 14th inſtant. Multiplicity of buſineſs prevented 


my anſwering your firſt; but will now inform you that the ſpirit 


ihewn in it gave great ſatisfaction to our ſociety at large. The 


rejoicings for the 0 of Valenciennes were not confined to 


Norwich alone. e ignorant every where elſe throughout the 
nation betrayed their imbecility on the occaſion. But the taking 


re“ 
ſponding Society, on the 31ſt of July 1793, as an anſwer cl f 


of 


3 
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1 1 
of a town, the aughtering of thouſands of hutnan beings, the 


laying waſte whole provinces, or- the enſlaving a nation (how 
ever great evils they may be) can only retard for a ſmall ſpace of 
time the progreſs of truth and reaſon: — Be not diſheartened, 
therefore purſue your plan, inſtruct mankind, and conſtitu- 
gionally ſet your faces againſt exiſting abuſes : Be affured that 
many are our friends, who only wait a favourable opportunity 10 
" @henty join us, while our enemies have much enfeebled themſelves 
and their cauſe by their arbitrary exertions. Deſpotiſm is at it's 
laſt gaſp one or two campaigns more will terminate it's exilſt- 


152 >< 
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We are glad to ſee that you begin to make a proper uſe of de- 
legation : Where bodies of men are too numerous to be convened 
ealily on every accaſion, delegation is the beſt, and indeed only 
Way to obtain the general opinion. Scotland, improving on the 
.1dea, have not only ſummoned their own delegates, but alſo in- 
vite thoſe of every other ſociety to attend a kind of Convention, 
which is to be held at Edinburgh on the 29th inſtant. The in- 
_ cloſed paper, which I, previous to the communicating your letter 
to our committee (which will meet only tomorrow) make haſte 
to tranſmit to you, will ſhew you that your ſociety is ineluded in 
the general invitation to ſend delegates to that meeting - which 
we exhort you to do, if you pofibly can.— I firmly believe our 
ſociety will not miſs the opportunity of doing the ſame. | 


On the 5th of October, as this letter was wrote on the 17th, 
the priſoner writes to Skirving in this way: e 
D,, | London, Oct. 5, 1793. 
With pleaſure I peruſe your favour of the 2d inſtant; but as 
yet have ſeen nor heard nothing of the two copies of Mr. Muir's 
trial, which you mention as being ſent to the Society, and to 
myſelf. Be kind enough, notwithſtanding, to return that gen- 
tleman thanks for his polite attention, and aſſure him, that we 
view him in the light of a martyr to freedom, as well as Mr. 
Palmen; and that our warmeſt hopes are, that the oppreſſors of 
mankind will either be aſhamed or afraid of carrying their re- 


vengeful malice into execution. $290 
Ihe General Convention which you mention appears to Mr. 

' Margarot (to whom alone I have communicated your letter) and 
; myſelf, to be a very excellent meaſure, and as ſuch I could wiſh 
vou, without delay, to communicate it officially to our Society, 

without any ways mentioning that you had written' ts meprivately. It 
in your official letter you ſhould require us to fend a depuration 
to that meeting, I have no doubt but our Society would witk 
pleaſure accept the invitation, and I am perſuaded it may do, 
much good. Our freedom, as you juſtly e 
| | | | „„ i 


as | 


JE 
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tirely upon ourſelves, and upon our avdiling arſeives of this opportihs 
W ones loft may not be ſo ſoon recovered. I am glad to'dife 


cover by your teſtimony that I was no ways miſtaken in the high 


opinion 1 always bad of Lord Daer's patriotiſm, - A thle may be 
a bar to diſintereſted patriotiſm ; but, it ſeems, he has evinced it 
to be not an inſuperable one. „ 145 
Lou are right—it is true, that we have had another General 
Meeting, at Which a haſtily compoſed and ſuddenly produced 
addreſs to the King was read, applauded, and agreed to be pre- 


ſented; but on a cool reviial, the ſaid addreſs being found to 


be more ill- natured than ſpirited, more dangerous in it's lang 
than adyantageous in it's object, beſides being too ng the Com- 


mittee, with the approbation of the majority of the Society, have 


adopted another, much fafer, more appoſite, and relating folely 
to the war, Encloſed you have a copy of it. But you was mif- 
informed when you was told we patied any reſolutions at that 


meeting. for we only came to one, and that rather of a private 


nature, namely, That the conduct of Sir James Sanderſon, in 


preventing the meeting of the London Correfponding Society at 
the Globe Tavern, F let · ſtreet, is of ſuch a nature as to place 


him under our cenſure.” 


I am, moſt ſincerely,” 


Your fellow-labourer and well- wiſher, 

„ | THOMAS HARDY. 
P. S. Mr. Margarot deſires to be remembered to you in the 

moſt, affectionate manner. Do not in future, on the addreſs of 


your letter, mention anything of the Landon Correſponding Society, for 


v 


To Mr. Skirving, Edinburgh. | 


it was a thouſand to one that I received that letter by polt. 


The London Conſtitutional Society gave their delegates, Mr. 
Yorke and Sinclair, certain inſtructions; and I ought to tell you, 


that the manner of keeping the books of the London Conſtitu- 


tional Society was thus. : the reſolutions made on the one night, 
were taken on looſe paper either by the ſecretary, or by other 


perſons who acted in his abſence or preſence when he was not 


doing that duty himſelf, and they were entered before the ſubſe- 
quent night of meeting regularly on the book, and the firſt 
thing done on the ſubſequent night of meeting, was to read the 
reſolutions that were made on the former night, to fee they were 


correct. Now it will naturally occur, therefore, that the book 
may explain the minutes, and the minutes may .explain the 


5 Now, when they came to draw the minutes for the inſtruction 
of their delegates, that were to be held in Scotland, the 3 
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: for the purpoſes of Parliamentary Reform. 


1M 


idea was to inſtruct their delegates to petition Parliament; but 
that was altered; therefore, that is ſtruck out of their minutes, | 


and they have inſtructions in theſe general term: _ *> 
« 'The delegates are inſtructed, on the part of this Society, to 


- afſiſt in bringing forward and ſupporting any conſtitutional mea- 
' ſures for procuring a real repreſentation of the Commons of 
Great Britain in Parliament. That in ſpecifying the redrels to 
be demanded of exiſting abuſes, the delegates ought never to loſe 


fight of the two eſſential principles, 8 rage and annual 


Tepreſentation, together with the unalienable right in the people 


to reform; and that a reaſonable and known compenſation ought -- 


to be made to the Repreſentatives of the nation, by a national 
contribution.“ : | FI. 


What they meant by the repreſentatives of the nation, if it 
was as Þ have really ſtated to you, you cannot be miſtaken ; and 


What they meant by general ſuffrage and annual repreſentation, 
ſeems to be beyond all doubt. 1 5 . 


. 


Fhe London Correſponding Society are ſomewhat bolder in their 
inſtructions with which they F-od their delegates to the convention 


in Scotland; they are to the following effect; they conſiſt of 


nine articles. | 1 BE 
Buy article 1ſt, the delegate is inſtructed, “that he ſhall on no 
account depart from the original object and principles of this ſo- 


 ciety, namely, the obtaining annual Parliaments and univerſal 


ſuffrage by rational and lawful means. te * 
2d. To ſupport the opinion that repreſentatives in parlia- 
ment ought to be paid by their conſtituents. % ey 
7th. ** That it is the duty of the people to reſiſt any act of 


Parliament repugnant to the original principles of the conſtitu- 
tion, as would be every attempt to prohibit aſſociations for the 


purpole of reform.” e 
I beg you to obſerve this, That it is the duty of the people to reſet 

any act of parliament, &c. becauſe this ſhews on what principle 

the Convention of Scotland was formed, | 5 


There is no government in this country if this principle is to 


5 42 
ba 


de acted upon, becauſe nobody can tell to what extent it will go; 
conſequently, thoſe who went into Scotland with this authority 
in their hands, ſtate a great variety of caſes in which the people, 


or any convention of the people, was to reſiſt the parliament. 

Mr. Attorney General now went into a general hiſtory of the 
Scotch Convention, (as will appear fully on the evidence in the 
trial.) He then obſerved, it was material to attend, that they. 
ſtiled themſclyes the Britiſh Convention of delegates, aflociated. 


* 


* 
* 


Then, ſays he, I aſk, what is a Convention of the people 


according to theſe ſocieties? According to the proceedings in 


Scotland, 


Li. 


Scotland, a convention of the people is a convention of delegates 
of thele ſocieties in England and Scotland, What is it that they 
are to do? they aſſert, that the people have in them all civil and 
political authority, and they repeat it again and again, from the 
time the Convention was firſt formed, till the moment of it's 
diſperſion. More eſpecially ſtill from the time of it's diſperfian, 
do the meeting of the 2oth of January, and at the meeting of Chalk 
Farm, you will find the moſt preſſing ſentiments, that now or 
never 1s the lime when a convention of the people was to meet; 
when they, no longer fearful of their on valour, were cou- 
rageous enough to prepare themſelves for the event, and 10. 
ſhew to thoſe who were their enemies, oppreſſors, and plunderers, 
that they were a brave people in whom valour was not extinct. 
. Having thus ſeen the practice that took place in the Na- 
tional Atfembly of France, the Convention of Scotland followed 
| their example; they created Sections, they divided the country 
into Departments, they appointed Provincial Aſſemblies, they 
have Committees to call together on extraordinary emergencies, 
and then, in Nov. 1793, they come to a reſolution to which [ 
would beg your moſt ſerious attention. „ 4.4 
You will remeinber, that they went with authority which 
ſtated to them, that it was the duty of the people to reſiſt any 
Act of Parliament that ſhould be made for a particular purpoſe. 
It is hardiy to be contended, I think, but that the great bulk of 
the people of this country were. happy in their political exiſtence; 
as undoubtedly they were remaining happy in their political ex- 
iſtence, becauſe they did not feel the grievances till they were 
taught by malignant induſtry to believe that oY exiſted, or it may 
be that they exiſted in ſuch a degree as to call for meafures of this 
fort, © Thoſe that formed this Convention could not believe that 
the legiſlature of this country could permit a proceeding of this 
kind to paſs unnoticed, to go on, yet confiding, ſo much as they 
did, in the ſuppoſed ſtate of their numbers in that country, and 
thoſe that were to-be connected with them in this, you will find, 
that on the 28th of Nov. 1793, one of the perfons belonging to 
this Convention, the members all ſtanding up on their feet, for 
the greater ſolemnity of the thing, paſſes a motion of union be- 
tween the two nations, and then this reſolution is come to, “Re- 
ſolved, that the following declaration and reſolution be entered at 


| the endof our Minutes. 


« 'That this Convention, conſidering the calamitous confe- 
quences of any act of legiflature which may tend to deprive the 
whole or any part of the -people of their undoubted right to 

meet, either by themſelves or by delegation, to diſcuſs any mat- 
ter relative to+their common. intereſt, whether of a public or 
private nature, and holding the ſame to be totally incontiftent 
with the firit principles and R of ſociety, and allo ſubver- 
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five of our known and acknowledged conſtitutional liberties, do 
hereby declare, before God and the world, that we ſhall follow 


the wholeſome exampie of {oriner times, by paying no regard tu 
any act which tha militate againſt the Conſtitution of our 


country, (that is t ſay, the affiitated ſocieties,) and ſhall continue 


to aſſemble and conſider of the beſt means by which we can ac 
compliſh a real repteſentation of the people, and annual election, 
until compelled to deſiſt by ſuperior forendnde. 
„% And we do reſolve, that the firſt notice given for the in- 
troduction of a Convention Bill, or any bill of a ſimilar tendeney 
to that paſſed in Ireland in the laſt ſeſſions of their Pirliamenk; 
Or any bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Act, 
or the act for preventing wronguous impriſonment, and againſt 
undue delays in trial in North Britain; Ee Lt At a 
Or in caſe of an invaſion, or the admifſion of any foreign 
troops whatſoever into Great Britain or Ireland; (I. call your 


recollection to the Letter of the French Convention, when the 


troops ot liberty with arms, bayonets, and pikes, were to be ſent 


into this country. Why, if che people of this country had 
brought foreign troops into Great Britain or Ireland, not being 
of a nation that we were at war with, were theſe people to con- 
duct themſelves in the ſame manner as they were to act with 
thoſe troops that were at war with us? Vet if foreign troops are 
introduced to meet the exigency of the occaſion, were they to 
be conſidered in the ſame light as if it was an invaſion?) )))) 


- * 


« All or any one of theſe calamitous circumſtances ſhall be a 
ſignal to the ſeveral delegates to repair to ſuch place as the Secret 


Committee of this Convention thall appoint ; and the firſt ſeven 


members ſhall have power to declare the ſittings permanent, ſhall 


conſtitute a Convention, and twenty-one proceed to buſineſs ;'- |: 


«© The Convention doth therefore reſolve, that each delegate, 
immediately on his return home, do convene his conſtituents, and 
explain to them the neceſſity ot electing a delegate or delegates, 
and of eitabliſhing a fund, without delay, againſt any of theſe - 
emergencies, for his or their expence; and that they do inſtru 
the {aid delegates to hold themſelves ready to depart at one hour's 


warning.” 


Why are they hereto declare their fitting permanent? becauſe the 
due Legiſlature of the. country has dared, not as yet to come to an 
act, but to give notice of it's intention. Are theſe the men that 
would think of bringing themſelves together to declare their ſit- 
tings permanent on ſuch a ground as they ſtate here? to oppoſe 


the Legiſlature of a great Coty acting in that great duty that 


belongs to that country. Can we ſee it without ſuppoſing thai they 

were to make their meeting effectual hy acts that could be carried 

on for the pur poſe of preventing the Legiſlature from deliberation? 
* ' ; a ; p © IS : ; , . Tf 4% - By 
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| By whiat acł could it be done, but by reſuming the valour of their 
forefathers? by force, by exerting that effectual exertion that is 


to be preceded by ſpreading uſeful] knowledge, the characteriſtic. 
of that uſeful knowledge being to put down by the nature of it's 
acts the King, Lords and Commons. 7 7 37573 
Well might Mr. Hardy ſay, that if the opportunity is loſt now, 
it is Joſt for ever. We muſt act now, or we mult never act. 
{Having ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe that this Convention would. 


be diſpefſed, they came to another reſolution :. 


hat the moment of any illegal diſperſion of the Britiſh 


Convention, ſhall be conſidered as a ſummons to the delegates _ 


to repair to the place of meeting appointed for the Convention of 


emergency by the Secret Committee; and that the Secret Com- 


mittee be inſtructed, without delay, to proceed to fix the place of 
meeting“. „„ | VV 

After theſe reſolutions it became neceſſary to do a little more, 
and to declare on what principle this Convention exiſts. Now 
mark the principles, and do your country juſtice, to apply ſo 
much of the obſervations as J have made to you, as are worthy 
your attention, to what I have before ſtated, as neceſſarily con- 
nected between the principles and practice of Mr. Paine. The 


principle is that of the French Convention. What is the 


practice? It is the aſſembling of a co.yention that ſhould fit to 
prohibit the Legiſlature t:om doing any thing but what is agree- 
able to them; and having met in execution of the practice, they , 
proceed immediately to a declaration of the principles; but they 
do not proceed to a declaration of principles till they have done 
that ſtrong and folemn act which I leave {tated to you; then they 
reſolve that a Committee be appointed to draw a declaration of 
the natural, unalienable and impreſcriptible rights of man, &c. 
to be prefixed to an Addreſs to the People of Great Britain, and 
that a Committee of obſervation be appointed at London to give 
te earlieſt intimation of any motion of the kind mentioned in 
the foregoing reſolution. LC „„ bh 
Then you find they met in a place called Convention Hall, 
and they date their proccedings the firſt year of the Britiſh Con- 
vention; then they are informed that the London Correſponding 
Society would undertake to be the Committee of Obſervation, 
which, they fay, ought to exiſt; then you find their numbers 
mentioned; that there are many thouſands of conſtituents in Nor- 
wich, London, Leeds, &c. andthat the Convention, to look at it 
in it's true nature, was a Committee of the people, and therefore it 
was neceſſary for them to have, as they had in France, primary 
Societies, thoſe primary Societies being over-ruled by the leaders 
of their great clubs, from which they emanated, and fo forming 
n this country a government under the power of the Jacobia 
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„ 
You will find that before theſe perſons parted, Mr. Marga- 
rot communicated to his conſtituents the proceedings of this - 
body, which he ſtiles always the Britiſh Convention of the peo- 
pla, aſſociated to claim Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suf- 
x will find that they looked up to the London Correſpond- 
ing Society, that their active exertions were neceffary for the ac- 
compliſhing of the project that they were ſitting for in Edinburgh. 
And then afterwards delegates arrived in London, and gave to Mr. 
Hardy, as the Secretary of that Society, an account of their pro- 
ceedings; ws give him an account of that folemn motion and 
the manner of making it, as I have mentioned; they ſtate that 
the appointment of the place (to which circumſtance ahi your 
moſt particular attention) where they were to meet, was left to a 
Secret Committee, and when they ſent to him informing him 
of the circumſtance of this motion, they ſent to him an account 
of the motion, at the ſame time informing him in a letter, that 
letters convey but very imperfectiy, and with no great degree of ſafety, 
roher we wiſh to inform each other of, becauſe letters will not con- 
vey very fately; that the convention were to meet in cafes of in- 
vation, that was a ſecret that was not to be truſted to correſpond- 
ence by letter; and though it exiſted in that motion that, was 
made, every other part being communicated in a letter, yet they 
do nor think It ſafe to communicate it by letter, and alſo conſider 
it of ſuch a nature that they determine not to inſert it even in 
their own minutes. : 15 | GP 
This fact being communicated to the London Correſponding 
Society by a delegate, you will alſo find that Mr. Sinclair, dele- 
gate to the London Conftitational Society, was not behind in 
his duty to his conſtiuients; he defired a Secret Committee might 
be alſo appointed in that ſociety. | | ET 8 
Nnot long after this, we fee the concerted power of the ma- 
Siſtracy in that country diſperſe that convention, which diſperſion 
ſuggeſted to the ſocieties in this country, viewing the ſame work 
at the ſame hazard, to form the plan of another Convention to be 
held in England, knowing that the project mult then be accom- 
pliſhed, or never could be eee becauſe no government 
would permit ſuch a convention to exiſt without taking ſome 


— 


means to prevent the conſequences againſt itſelf. _ 
| We find then, after the diſperſion of the. Scotch Convention, 
when ſome of them had been ſentenced to puniſhments, and 
Which proceedings againft them were not {lated in my humble 
opinion in that aggravated way, as they might have been ſtated, 
when they were to be brought into this country in the proceſs of 
the execution of their ſentence, you will find in the evidence, 
propoſitions in this ſociety about a reſcue, which however _ | 
* | | . Before 
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| N there is a letter of Margarot's to 
Hardy, to this effect. TWo months paſſed in Scotland will fo 
effectually do the buſineſs, that nothing will be able to prevent 
the reform from taking place. In your letter, ſays he, do not in- 
troduce politics, or at leaſt nothing but what concerns reform. 
The convention you will ſee have declared themſelves permanent, 
they are to ſit in ſome other part of the country, which is not 
yet declared, the cauſe is in great ſarwaxdneſs in Scotland, that 
nothing but ſufficient ſupplies of money are wanting in order to 
avow their views with ſucceſs, and a very ſhort time will be 
ſufficient to put things in ſuch a train, as will completely exclude 
the poſſibiſity of a failure. In another letter he talks of Mr. 
Sinclair having gone to Perth on very urgent buſineſs. * 
On the 19th of December 1793, Mr. Sinclair, the delegate 
from the Conſtitutional! Society, came to London juſt at the time 


I have' before obſerved to you, that there were ſome things in the & 
letter of Gerald's and Margarot's that could not be ſafely con- { 
veyed by letter; and who of conſequence might be inferred to F 
have been ſent for the purpoſe of this ſecret intelligence, which 4 
was that part of their reſolution of aſſembling the convention at 1 
ſome fecret place, and at the firſt ſeven ſhould declare their 2 
ſittings permanent, and twenty-one proceed to buſineſs, in caſe of . 
an invaſion. . 1 A. 
On the 22nd of December 1793, another letter is written to ' 
Mr. Hardy by the ſame gentleman, which probably led in fore Ft 
degree to the tranſaQtions. which paſſed in January 1794, for after a 
= ſtating what happened to himſelf in Scotland, he ſays, Sheffield + 
has exhibited a moſt manly ſpirit, (you are to obſerve that Shef- K 
field had at that time fent out very ſtrong reſolutions) it is not # 
too late, for God's ſake ſend out ſome ſtrong reſolutions : above all, Fo 
talk of impeachments and.petitioning the king. 1 
Then we find Mr. Margarot and Mr. Brown, who were the 1 
delegates of Sheffield, were gone to attend a general meeting 48 
of the ſociety of the Friends of the People, in Eaſt Lothianfhire, 1 
and then it is ſaid, the time is come that we muſt ſhew ourſelves {13 
worthy of liberty, or ſoſe it. | i | | #8 
On the 27th of December 1793, you will find, that Gerald 1 
was at Perth, as Margarot ſtates, that he himſelf had been at Eaſt 0 
Lothian ; that they had been well employed, and that they mutt _ 4 
come ro ſome ſpitited reſoluionns 8 1 
And you will there find, on the 11th. of January 1794, that 8 
Mr Hardy writes this letter to Norwich, relative to the pro- 5 
ceedings I have now been ſtating, that the Correſponding Society 15 
firſt, and the Conſtitutional Society afterwards, in their public 1 
acts approved of every thing the convention had done. 7 
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+ Fellow, Citizens, London, January 12, 17904. 
I have juſt received a letter from citizen Margarot, at Edin- 


burgh, with ſome of the Edinburgh Gazetteers, Where you will 


ſee that citizen Skirving is found guilty, and ſentenced for four- 


teen years tranſportation to Botany 75 Margarot's trial comes 
next; he meets it with great firmneſs 


and reſolution. I have 
no time to make my comments on the proceedings, but I think 
our opponents are cutting their throats as faſt as they can, No w- 


is the time for us to do ſomething worthy of men. The brave 


defenders. of liberty ſouth of the Engliſh Channel are perform 
ing wonders,: driving their enemies before them like chaff before 


the whirlwind. : Margarot tells me, that he has not time to 


write to you juſt now, but he hopes to have time very. ſoon, 
when his trial is over; and immuted in a priſon. The London 

Correſponding Society is to have a general meeting and an 
anniverſary dinner, on Monday the 20th inſtant, at the Globe 


ving's indictment, with two copies of a pamphlet on Brewing 
the, author is a member of our lociety ; if you approve of it, you 


may put it in practice, and it will be a great ſaving to many fami- 
lies, alſo a diminution of the revenue, for every one brewing 


their own beer pay no duty for it. Excuſe haſte. I fill remain, 
oo. 21663-11242. (Signed) Tous Han. 
You will find that Mr. Margarot, while at Spithead, writes to 

the Norwich Society, dated from Spithead the roth of March, 


. = 7 Spithead, roth of March 1794. | 
Worthy Friends, and Fellow Citizens, | 


* FY 
=> -* 


Tavern, Strand. I have ſent you fome of Margarot's and Skir-- 


Our ſtay here being longer than was at firſt expected. I avail 10 


myſelf of that delay to acknowledge the receipt of twenty pounds 
from your ſociety, which have been delivered to me by Thomas 


Hardy, our Secretary, to whom you had remitted them, and who 


has been down here purpoſely to ſee me, and make ſome arrange- 


ments for the future, but whoſe buſinefs has called him back to \ 
London before any thing could be ſettled between us. At firſt he 


ſeemed to think that the money was meant by you to be divided 
among the four who are now ſuffering together: but, on my ac- ., 


quainting him that thoſe gentlemen were infinitely better off than 
myſelf in that reſpect, inſomuch that they are continually receive .. 
ing private preſents, and are moreover ſupported by many noble- 


men and rich members of Parliament, theſe latter ſeeking only SY 


1 


(I much fear) to make a party affair of it, he gave the mo- 


ney to my own diſpoſal. If, however, you meant otherwiſe, your 
intention ſhall be complied with immediately on it's being made 


known 


A 


A 


L 235.1 
known to me So much for pecuniary affairs This morning 
ten ſhips of war have left Spithead for the Channel, and it is here 
reported that the Breſt fleet is out,, Rumour always magnifying 
things, ſays there are ſeventy {ail of the French at ſea; if fo, there 
muſt be à number of tranſports among them, and a deſcent may 
probably be the conſequence. —For: God's ſake, my worthy 
triends, do not relax in the cauſe of freedom continue as 
you habe begun - conſolidate your on ſocieties—unite - with 
others. perſevere, and make no doubt but ſooner or later your 
endeavours will be crowned with ſucceſs.” I have alſo to thank 
you for the affectionate addteſs I received from you. Be aſſured 
that my utmoſt ambition will be to deſerve your confidence and 
your eſteem. The tide of fortune, however ſtrongly it may run 
againſt our cauſe at preſent, mult ſoon have a turn: The eyes of 
_ mankind will naturally open hen their pockets empty, and theit 
blood ſpills, they will aſk each other, for whom are we thus ſacri- 
ficing ourſelves and murdering others? What advantage reſults to 
us from all this expenditure and ſlaughter? And by interfering in 
the government of another country, do we not ſet other nations an 
example to interfere with our own government, and to model it as 
they think proper? Should they do ſo, popery anddeſpotiſm muſt be 
our lot may gracious Providence avert it; may we rather all 
to a man be determined to live free or die] In my exite ho- 
is would afflict me fo much as to hear that my country was 
enllaved, and that my countrymen hugged their chains. I truſt 
however, the Aae ſpirit of Britons will prevent it. Adieu, 
my dear friends; and ever remember. 
e | „our faithful, a oY? 6 
11 „„ M. Mazxcarbrt. - 
P. S. This day a mock debate concerning our ſentence is to 
take place in P>—— . | : 


© EI 
» 3 


—— 


I come now to ſtate to you the proceedings of the year 1794, as 
far as they depend on the written evidence that is to-be laid 
before 580 40 it muſt be a ſatisfaction to every man who hears 
me, that in the courſe of this evidence, whatever may ariſe 
on the parole evidence that is to be given, you will find ſo ſtrong 
a confirmation of the written evidence that is to be 4aid before 
you, that 1605 obſervations cannot obſtruct you trom coming to a 
true concluſion, whatever that may be. The Conſtitutional 
Society having ſent their delegate to the Scotch Convention, 
you will find that at a meeting, held the 17 of January 1794, the 

following Reſolution. was come to, and to which I deſire your 
particular attention, more eſpecially, as there are ſome circum- | 
ſtances belonging to the compoſition of that reſolution,” which 


38 * 
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appear to me to be worthy your attention. 
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all brave men, are 


6 

1 hare before told you, that theſe reſolutions were originally 
drawn from the minutes, and the original minute (fill exiſts, and 
perhaps it ſhews'that diſcretion with which men are able to ſlate, 
in different ways, the preciſe thing; and 1 fay, that theſe pa- 
pets were meant to excite the ſubjects of this country to reſift 
y actual force. The Reſolutions are theſe: 


FA ; 14 FR , fig "VS +S 8 #. Js * 1 
% Reſolved, That law ceaſes to be an object of obedience 


whenever it becomes a inſtrument of oppreſſion. 
KReſolved, That we call to mind, with the e = wa 
the merited fare of the infamous Jefferies, once Lord Chief 


_ of England, who, at the Era of the glotious Revolution, 
or the many iniquitous ſentences which he bad paſſed, Was 


I 


torn to pieces by a brave and injured people. 


„ Refolved, That thoſe who imitate his example, deſerve 


» 


His fate. 


—— 
£ 


ns is to be applied to the Jlidges of Scotland, who executed 


che law on ſuch facts as I have ſtated; and 1 hope, this fort of 
Reſolutions had not their end, to put them to their peril, who in 


their official duty, paſſed thoſe ſentences to which . theſe Reſolu- 


. Refolved, That the Tweed, though it may divide coun- 


tries, ought not, and does not make a ſeparation between thoſe 
principles of common ſeverity in which 8 5 and Scotch 


men are gow: intereſted; and that inju lice in Scotland is in- 
juſtice in England; and that the ſafety of Engliſhmen is endan- 


& whenever their brethren in Scotland, for a condudt which 


» 


entitles them to the approbation of all wiſe, and the ſupport of 
n, 2 Enteneee to Botany Bay; a puniſhment 

hitherto inflicted only on felons. FFF 
4 Refolved, That we {ee with regret, but we fee without fear, 
that the period is faſt approaching when the liberties. of Britons 


muſt depend not upon reaſon to which they have long.,ap- 


led, nor on the powers of exprelling it, but on their firm and 
undaunted refolution to oppole tyranny by the ſame; means by 
eee ee ng 


« Reſolved, That we approve of the conduct of the Britiſh 


Convention, who, though. atfailed by force, have not been an- 
ſwered by arguments; and who, unlike. the members, of à cet- 
tain aſſembly, have no intereſt diſtinct from the common . body 
RR. /ỹß-gd ad 
What is the tyranny exerciſed” by the regular government of 
the country, but the means of the application of, force of the 
government in fupport of .t's acts? The tyranny then that the go- 
vernment makes uſe of by the application of the force: of-the 
country. in ſupport of it's lan gion is now to he feſiſtec. 
The firſt reſolve is in the inimtes thus, That as. mliegiatee ot 
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ance is due. 


C 137 1 


Protett; en are reciprocal, law ceaſes to be an object of obedience, when- 
. ever it becomes an inſtrument of oppreſſion. - 


Couple that as it ſtood with the third reſolution, and what is 
it, but that to thoſe who do not protect, no allegiance is due; and 
we ſee it with regret, but we ſee it without fear, that we muſt 
oppoſe thoſs who do not protect us, becauſe to them no allegi- 


7 


lrves. _ 85 DIET 
Then you will find the laſt reſolution comparing the gentle- 
men of the Houſe of Commons with the Convention of Scot- 
land, reſolving, that they approve of the conduct of the Britiſh 
Convention, who,. though aſſailed by force, have not been an- 


ſwered by argument, and, who unlike the members of a certain 


aſſembly, have no intereſt diſtin& from the common body of the 
people, who being the incorrupt repreſentatives of many thou- 


| ſands, have ſpoken the language of truth and firmneſs. . And I 


make this accqunt the inſtrument of conveying to the public, and 
I do moſt anxiouſly wiſh it may, that the public may underſtand. 
through the country. 


* 0 


what it is that men mean when they are diſtributing theſe libels 


ſwered by argument. How could they be anſwered by argument, 


who came to folemn and ſecret reſolutions which they do not dare 
to ſtate on their own proceedings ; thus working under. ground. 
till they blow up the country with it's inhabitants, and then, 


Now, by, we have done well, you cannot ſay we have done 
ill, becauſe you cannot tell on what principle we act. 


LY 
- 


On the 28th of January there is a letter written by Margarot 
to the perſon that ſtands at the bar, in which is the follow ing, 


We have juſt received notice to hold ourſelves ready to de- 


part at an hour's notice. Look out for us, Thomas Hardy, 


im mediate] : 


Vo will likewiſe find that a letter ſeat from Margarot to 
Hardy is of great conſequence, as it explains many paſſages in the 
evidence between the 2oth of Jan. 1794, and the time that theſe 


perſons were apprehended. Margarot writes from Edinbu rgh in 
this manner: Armed aſſociators are I conceive ſet on foot by 


the rich, wherefore ſhould not the poor do the ſame ? are you 
to wait patiently till twenty thouſand Heſſians come to cut your 


throats 2” 


On the 20th January 1794, there was a meeting at the Globe 
avern, that meeting which you will permit me to obſerve, 


Hardy, in his. letter of the 11th of January 1794, which I have 
before ſpoken of, alluded to when he ſaid the London Corre. 
ps = 8 | ſponding 


ey You will find that itſlood in. the original minute, thus: that Eu- 
2 ren are determined to vindicate Scatchmen at the hazard of their 


- - 


his Convention, ſay they, aſſailed by force, has not been an- 
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attention. 


foreign. war, our ſtate at home is not leſs deplorable. 


% 
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oding Say were to bbc Genrd cm ann ben. 


WR Dm, % ̃ ³ũ M en nn 
The proceedings of that day will deſerve your very particu 


& $44) ht}. 


The following is a copy of the ſaid printed paper. 
At a general meeting of the London Correſponding Society, 
held at the Globe Tavern, Strand, on Monday the 20th day of 
January, 1794 ; citizen John Martin in the chair; the fol- 
lowing addreſs to the people of Great Britan and Ireland was 

read and agreed to. . ) ig a 
© CITIZENS, | 1 | re, 5 
We find the nation involved in a war, by which, in the 
courſe of one campaign, immenſe numbers of our countrymen 
have been ſlaughtered; a vaſt ex pence has been incurred, our 


trade, commerce, and manufactories, are almoſt deſtroyed, and 
many of our manufacturers and artiſts are ruined, and their fa- 
milles ſtarving. | 


„To add to our affliction, we have reaſon to expect, that 
other taxes will ſoon be added to the intolerable load of impoſts 


and impoſitions with which we are already overwhelmed, for 
the purpole of defraying the expences which have been incurred, 


in a fruitleſs cruſade, to re-eſtabliſh the odious deſpotiſm of 


France. 


„When we contemplate the principles of this war, we con- 


feſs ourſelves to be unable to approve of it, as a meaſure either 


of juſtice. or diſcretion ;—and if we are to form our calculation 
of the reſult, from what has already paſſed, we can only'look 


forward to defeat, and the eternal diſgrace of the Britzth name., 


While we are thus engaged in an expenſive, and ruinous 
« We are every day told, by thoſe perſons who are. intereſted 
in ſupporting the corruption lift, and an innumerable hoſt of ſine- 
cure placemen, that the conſtitution of England is the per- 
fection of human wiſdom; that our laws (we ſhould rather ſay, 
THEIR laws) are the perfection of juſtice ; and that Heir admi- 
niſtration of thoſe laws is ſo impartial and ſo ready, as to afford 
an equal remedy, both to the rich and to the poor; by means of 


which we are ſaid to be placed in a ſtate of abſolute freedom, 


and that our rights and liberties are ſo well ſecured to us as to 
render all invaſion of them impoflible 77 
When we aſk, how we enjoy theſe tranſcendant privileges! 
we are referred to Magna Charta, and the Bill of Rights; and 
the glorious Revolution, in the year 1688, is held out to us, as 
ef Eiitih liberty, ß. 

] | «© CITIZENS, 


k. 

„ CITIZEuVvs, 
% We have referred to Mena. Chas. to 8 Bill of Rights, 
and to the Revolution, and we certainly do find that our an- 
ceſtors, did eſtabliſh wiſe and wholeſome laws ; but we as cer- 
— find, that, of the venerable conſtitution of our anceſtors, 

a veſtige remains 
e onſy chapters of the great charter, which are now in 


leg exiſtence, are the 14th and 29th. 


1 «The important. proviſion of the 14th chapter 3 ins thus: SE 

freeman ſhall not be amerced for a ſmall fault, but afte 
TTY manner of the fault: and for a great fault after the greatneſs 
thereof, faving to him his contenement ; and a merchant .like- 
wiſe, ſaving to him his merchandize ; and any other's villam 
than our's fhall-be likewiſe amerced, faving to him his wainage ; 
and none of the ſaid amerciaments ſhall be aſſeſſed, but by the 
oath of honeſt and lawful men of the vicinage.” 


90 


„ But by the uſurped power of the judges, 'E aſſeſſin fines 


{and $i fines ! !) in the caſes of miſdemeanour ; this glorious 
right of the fubjeR, of having theſe fines aſſeſſed by the Jury. 
(the 7245 poſſible pe from ſlavery and the vilelt h 
is u 5 ly and infamouſly raviſhed from us. 
he proviſion of the 29th chapter runs thus: - 

« No freeman ſhall be taken or impriſoned, . or be 10 of 
his frechold, or liberties, or free cuſtoms, or be outlawed, or 


LY 


_ exiled, or any otherwiſe deſtroyed; nor we will not paſs upon 


him. nor condemn him, but by the lawful judgment of his peers, 
or by the law of the land. We will fell tg no man, we will 


not deny, or defer to any man, either juſtice or right. 


« The various methods now in conſtant practice, by which 
the benefits of this proviſion are totally defeated and deitroyed, 
might induce us to ſuppoſe, that the Great Charter has been 
repealed; if we did not alſuredly know, that it is the tunda- 


mental baſis of our conſtitution ; which even the Real Repreſenta- 


tives of the people {much leſs the miſerable nominees of Helitone 
and Old Sarum) have not the right, nor {as we truſt it will be 
found by experience) the power to repeal. Yet what do we 
find in practice? unconſtitutional and illegal Informations Ex 
Officio, that is, the arbitrary will of the king's attorney-general, 
uſurping the office of the Accuſing Jury; and the inter ſted oath 
of a vile common inforiner, with the judgment of as vile a com- 
mon trading or penſioned juſtice, ſubſtituted in the room of our 
birth-right, an impartial trial by our country. 


« Add to this, that the exorbitant ee of judicial pro- 


ceedings, the novel practice of arbitrarily and repeatedly an- 


1 the verdicts of Furies, and the EY practice of the 


8 2 „ courts, 
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s court moſt openly. and ſhamefully contradict hne ch 


| forbids the denial; the delay, and the ſale of juſtice. 


A man accuſed of Felony (for which, by echmmnb mw 1 


England. his lite and goods are forfeited) may be bailed on find - 

ing two ſureties for forty pounds each; but upon a charge of 

mi ſdemèanor by words only, bail to the amount of one thoufand 

pounds has been demanded. + Ions Ot ew 

Upon conviction alſo for. ſuch 'tmiſlemeanour, enormous 

fines, long and cruel impriſonments unknown to our antient 

| Jaws, and unſanctioned by any new ſtatutes, have of late (and 
but of late) been too frequently and too oppreſſively inflicted. 

And all this, although by this Bi 

* exceſlive bail ſhall not be Senders or cruel and dental 35 
niſhments inflict ä 

I we look to eee we find that WALELS privi- 
lege of the people to meet for the ſupport and protection of their 

rights and privileges, is attempted, by terror, to be taken away 
by ia late infamous Act of Parliament: whilſt titles of hononr ? 
ere ien but of diſhonour—are laviſhed ; and new ſources of cor- 
ruption opened, to gratify the greedy proſtitution of aro ho 
are the inſtruments of this oppreſſion. 

An Scotland, the wicked hand of power hab den ins 
dently exerted, without even the wretched formality of an A 
f Parliament. Magiſtrates have forcibly intruded into the 
peaceful and law ful meetings of freemen; and, by force; {not 
only without law, but againſt Jaw) have, under colour of magiſ- 
terial office, errang their deliberations, and prevents: their 
-." aſſociation. -;. - // 

„„The wiſdom and 950 conduct of the Britiſh Convention 
at Edinburgh has been ſuch, as to defy their bittereſt enemies to 
name the law which they have broken; notwithſtanding which, 
-their papers have been ſeized, and made uſe of as evidences. 
gainſt them, and many. virtuous and meritorious individuals 
have been, as cruelly as unjuſtly, for their virtuous actions, diſ- 


graced and deſtroyed by intamous and illegal ſentences! of tfanf- 


portation. And theſe unjuſt and wicked judgments have been 


executed with a rancour and malignety, never before known in 


this land; our reſpectable and beloved fellow- citizens have been 
caſt ſettered into dungeons amongſt ne in the hulks, to 
which they were not Kammel. nagar #16 200TH 
y Errizens, W 10 199 At 
„We all approve. the. e and are daily: being 
the words, for which theſe our reſpectable and valuable brethren 
are thus unjuſtly and inhumanly ſuffering. We too aſſoeiate 
in beer to obtain A as Tres, wad: full repreſentation» of the 


oy Ul ” people 


ill-of Rights it is declared, that 


9 


berty or privilege whatever, in which our honeſt Friſh and Scotch 

- brethren did not equally,” and as fully participate with us? 
Their caufe then and our's is the ſame. And it is both our 
duty and our intereſt to ſtand or fall together. The Iriſn Par- 
hament and the Scotch Judges, actuated by the ſame Engliſh in- 
fluence; have brought us directly to the point. There is no farther 


7 * 
- 
— 
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people in a houſe of real national repreſentatives. ' (Did not the 


Convention at Edinburgh aſſociate for to obtain a fair, free, and 
tull houſe of National Repre ſentatives? They aſſociated as if they 
Vere the people, and they were to aſſociate themſelves with ſo- 
cieties in England, and to form themſelves as delegates of theſe 
ſocieties, to do what ? to mert as an aſſembly, which aſſembly 
was to controul the operation of Parliament, until the force of 
this body fo met ſhould deſtroy them.) Are we alſo willing to 
de treated as felons, for claiming this our inherent right, which 
wee are determined never to forego but with our lives, and which 
none but thieves and traitors can wiſh to withhold" from us? 
Conſider, it is one and the fame corrupt and corrupting influ- 
ence, which at this time domineers in Ireland, Scotland; and 
5 England, (that is, the perſons meeting in the regular execution 
of their functions, and their offices as magiſtrates), Can you 
believe that thoſe who ſent virtuous Iriſhmen and Scotehmen 
fettered with felons to Botany Bay, do not meditate, and will 
not attempt to ſeize the firſt moment to ſend us aſter them? 
Or if we had not juſt cauſe to apprehend” the'ſame inhuman 
treatment; if, inſtead of the moſt imminent danger, we were in 


be ſafety from it; thould we not diſdain to enjoy any li- 


ſtep beyond that which they have taken. We are at iſſue. We 


muſt now chuſe at once either liberty or flavery for ourſelves and 
our poſterity. Will you wait till barracks: are erected in every 
village, and till fubſcdizzed Heſſians and Hanoverians are upon 


This ſociety aſked the fame queſtion in Anguſt 1792, and they 
-afked the ſame” queſtion in April 1793 ; the fame anſwer was 


x 


given in Auguſt 1792, the Tame anſwer was given in April 


1793. It is not by the King, it is not by Tie Parliament, but 
it is by a Convention of ourſelves and our ſocieties; but they 


ſuppoſed that the time was now come to do which they were not 


virtuous andcourageous enough to do in 1793.) You may aſk, &c. 
We anſwer, that men in a ſtate of civilized ſociety are 
bound to ſeek redreſs of the grievances from the laws, as long 


as any redreſs can be obtained by the laws. But our common 


maſter whom we ſerve (whoſe law is a law of liberty, and whoſe 


ſervice is perfect freedom) has taught us not to expect to gather 


grapes from thorns, nor figs from thiſtles. We muſt _ > 
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= You may aſk perhaps, by what means ſhall we ſeek redreſs? 


; 
. 
b 
7. 
\ 4 
” 2 » 
1 
1 1 
4 * bY E 
: + U 
5 " 
* 1 
|< q 
, . g 
\ EY 
*- ad 
ö I. 
> 
i Fl 
© 4 
5 
$14 
'R= 
1 
17 by 
"34 
oy ro \ 
. I 
WS 
» If 
b 
ig 
8 
8 
1 
4 
ob 
fl x. 
T3527 
bo» 
* 
2 
: '® 
we. 
. 
N 
+2 
If 
. 2 
l 
2,38 
FReL 
MW 
8: 
N 
2 
N 
19 
1 
4 bY 
"Is 
a 1 
* 
FE, 
LES: 
1 i 
$4; ##] 
* 
2 


a” 
— 
3 — 


- 9 
IR: 


— 2 
Tan ͤRͤͤ * 
———— 


———— 


F 


1 
dreſs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our plunder. 
ers, enemies, and oppreſiors,” s.. 
They go on to ſay, ** There is uo redreſs for, & nation citrum- 
flanced as we are, but in @ fnir, free, and full rep ſentation of the 
people. And here again I aſk, What is the fair, free, and ſull 
repreſentation of the people? no mention being made here 
of in Parliament, but by thoſe that approve of tlie Britith, Con- 
vention, 2 Convention, Which by the force ot it's an authority, 
was to declare the natural, unalienable, and impreſcriptible 
rights of man. What are Wwe to underſtand from thoſe that 
take on them to unite the two nations of England and Scotland, 
- and declare their meeting to be a Britiſh Convention uniüng the 
two nations, and that body formed by delegates of different ſor 
cieties in this and that country? I ſay this, that this is the ſpe- 
cies of Convention, which, in their opinion, (and I think no 
man can doubt it) was the  faiy, full, and free repreſentation of 
the people, in which they hope, and hope alone tor redreſs. 
* Could it be, poſſible for them to ſuppoſe, even if. they made 
parliament the willing or unwilligg.ergan, could it ever enter into 
their thoughts, that theſe, that they call their plunderers, ene- 
mies, and oppreſſors, would ever become the voluntary or in- 
voluntary inſtrument of doing that which was the object of the 
exiſtence of all theſe ſocieties,, from March 1791, till in the ap- 
prehenſion of theſe perſons they were checked in the execution 
of their purpoſe? W %% Tet. 
They now paſs on to ſeveral Reſolves. ; id. „ i 
© Reſolved, That during the enſuing ſeſſion of Parliament, 
the general Committee of this Society do meet daily, for the 
purpoſe of watching. the proceedings of the Parliament, and of 
the adminiſtration of the government of this country. (This 
was to be publiſhed for the ſake of doing this buſineſs, and is 
followed up with this reſolution, which 1 have ſtated to you was 
ſo ſolemnly, made and fo ſacredly ſworn.) And that upon the 
Krſt introduction of any bill, or motion inimical to the liber- 
ties of the people, ſuch as, for landing foreign traps. in Great 
Britain or Ireland, for ſuſpending ine Habeas Corpus dct, tor pro- 
dcClaiming Martial Law, or for preventing the people from meeting in 
Societies for Conflitutional Information, (now they abufed the terms 
they uſed, you mult think by this time, ) or any:other Innovation 
of a ſimilar nature, that, on any of theſe, emergencies, the ge- 
neral Committee ſhall iſſue ſummonſes to the delegates of each 
diviſion, and allo to the ſecretaries of the different ſocieties afſi- 
Jiated and correſponding with this ſociety, forthwith: to call a 
general Cunvention of the People, to be held at ſuch place and in 
ſuch a manner as ſhall be ſpecified in the ſummons, for the 
purpoſe of taking ſuch meaſures into theis conſideration. 
PD | „ Reſolved, 


Ain 


| JFC RE. 


* Refolved, That the preceding addreſs and refolution be 
ſigned by the chairman, and printed and publiſhed, ' 
TRY Nw eee LO « |, MARTIN, Chairman. 

yak ct 911 1 , ae Batley. 


Now what is this, ſuppoſing nothing had paſſed in Scotland 
of What I have itated to you 15 the rule and government of this 
country reduced to this ſtate, that it ſfrall find no protection 
in the adminiſtration of the law of the country againſt perſons 
_ aſſociating and affiliating themſelves for the purpoſes they have 
declared here? Is no motion to be made in parliament for a bill, 
for any of the purpoſes: here ſpecified ? Is no motion to be made 
in parliament for a bill which theſe ſocieties choſe to complain 
of, under the terms of any other innovation of a ſimilar nature, 
without explaining what it meant; but what? that bodies of 
men are to come together claiming to themſelves, that which 
exiſts in the natural and phyſical quality of the people, and then 
to declare and pretend that they have got' a Convention of the 
ople. Have they got the people with them here is nothing like 
it; yet here they call themſelves the Convention of the people, 
the meaning of which, take it altogether, is this; from your laws, 
the laws of you our plunderers, enemies and opprefiors, we can 
expect no relief, therefore we do not mean to come to you's 
but we will watch you, and if you dare an innovation of any 
ſort, we ſhall call a fair, free, and full repreſentation of the peo- 
ple by ſummonſes iſſued to the delegates of theſe ſocieties. 
Then, gentlemen, they publiſh their reſolves, that 100, ooo 
copies of the Addreſs to the People of Great Britain and Ireland, 
voted at the general meeting, be printed and diftributed by the 
5 "And then they follow this up with the publication of a great 
many toaſts; and where one mentions ſuch a thing as toaſts, one 
is afraid of the ſubject ſinking into inſignificancy: it is no great 
port of the caſe, and yet it was thought of importance enough . 
to ſit once or twice to form toaſts that would be beſt calculated to. 
inflame the minds of the people, and to urge thoſe forward that 
were not in this projet. Accordingly it was the cuſtom of the 
London Correſponding: Saciety, as well as the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, to give toaſts, ſuch as, Succeſs to the arms 
of freedom, wherever directed. Againſt whom were the arr 
directed? The application of this phraſe is obvious, with re- 
ſpect to his Majeſty, When we reflect, that it was drank by 
thoſe who had faid the EleQtor of Hanover may do what he. 
2 but if the King of Great Britain dares to go to war, we 
now umhin kt ↄ ꝶęœẼãͤuq i PRE GFR? 26 SMOG 
e 8 Other 
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Other toaſts were drank, ſuch as, Citizen John Paine; Ihn 
Froſt; the virtuous and ſpirited citizens now in confihement fr 
matters of opinion; and may we ſhew them by our conduct that 
they are not forgotten. Theſe matters of opinion are all taken * 
ee r e ee eee ee ee 
Gentlemen, the name of Mr. Froſt being mentioned, it is to 
the purpoſe of this buſineſs to take notice, that he was proſe- ; 
cuted in this country for theſe words, 0 King, no parliament; 
liberty, equality; he has been proved to be guilty of à great of- 
fence, he has ſuffered that puniſhment which the law infficted, 
and has made the atonement that the law required; but theſe 
gentlemen (who ſent Mr. Froſt and Mr. Barlow to France,) on 
his being proſecuted for his promulgation of the doctrine of no 
king, declare that they will ſuſtain - Mr. Froſt in all his 
proſecutions. Is it no evidence what the intention of theſe were, 
who come to a reſolution in which they declare, that the law. 
queſtioning the propriety of that kind of conduct, amounted to 


* 


perſecution, and ſay it ought not to have been done? 1 119 
Theſe toaſts were drank, Mr. Martin being then preſent with 


Ir. Hardy, a delegate, attending member; I will give you noW-/W- 
his account of this proceeding of the 20th of Jannary 1794, ae 
his own hand writing, in a letter directed to Maurice Margarot, 
at Edinburgh, who before had wrote, that two months in Scot- 
land would do the buſineſs, provided they would do the buſineſs 
in England. Martin tells bim we had a meeting on Monday, 

J was in the chair, every thing was well canducted, regularly, ant 
the proceedings were taler ably K. Mr. Hardy has ſent nay ch 
of t e addreſs and reſolution. | The King went yeſterday toi meet h. Jy 
parliament. © (So now, gentlemen, we have got no parliament of 
our own.) The: faciety. increaſes rapidly. (You will obſerve the , 
words, gentlemen,) the ſociety is increaſing rapidly, wth in fpirit a 


to you ſtrange things, but I know not but it may be read b i 
ſomebody betore it come to your hands. „Alia me bus Hon 99) 


After this had paſt, you will find that that letter was written 1 
by the London Correſponding Society to the Society for Conſti- h 
tutional Information, which I firſt mentioned to you on the i 
27th of March 1794, and now, by your leave, Iwill read a w 
part of it again. . 3 


I ſhould tell you firſt, in order of time, that the Society for 
| Conſtitutional Information diſtinctly adopted that paper of the 
Correſpondiug Society as theit own; they ordered it to be enter- 
ed on their books, and fully took it to themſelves, as if it had 
been concerted at a conjunctive meeting of them bot.. 
Well then, the London Conſtitutional Society having adopted 
it aß their own, it would be ſurprizing indeed, ii the convention; : 
24. | na 194d eee eee to. 2213: onmnibanhh:-: 
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which hey there ſpeak of on the 27th.of March; ſhould be of a 
different nature than that which they agreed to on the 20th of 

| Wer ec with that I come to the letter of the 27th of 

| mw (See JORDAN's Serond Report of the Houſe of Commons, 

Es P- A 9. honor TOE 30432 (3 ET 2 SEEN 1 Bhs $3.24 eee 

II this detter there can be no doubt what they meant by 2 
ſpeedy revolution; but it is not left there, for in the third reſolu · 
tion, they ſtate that there ought to be immediately a convention 
of tho heople by delegates deputed for that purpoſe, by the dif- 

— ſocieties of the friends of freedom aſſembled for that pur- 
Nov, Gentlemen, to whom is this propoſed ? to that Con- a 
ſtitutianal Society who had adopted that reſolution of the 20th of 8 
January 1794, and who had ſaid at the 20th of January 1794. mY 
redreſs was not to be taken by the laws of England, but by their [ | 
_ laws, and not thoſe. of their plunderers, enemies, and op- Fl 
TEnors, ro ert eee FCC 88 i 
0 What obſervation follows on this? this follows on it, that 
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ing what they could do by numbers: and it is very remark 


- Interpoſition of ſore ſtrong band in arliament to interpoſe. 


Briſtol, Newcaſtle, Nottingham, and many other places; 


8 — l. — hi 


Jon, they thought, for the convention being permavent,) aA 
meaſure which it is our duty to anticipate (mark theſe words, our 
duty to antivipate ; gentlemen, what was their object * why, 


. tioned in Pailizment, as they before had ſtated, to declare their 45 
, ; : TOTES 1 % 0 


to do here? while yet the bare expectation of it exiſted, they hold 
1 == B 74 
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for the expreſs purpoſe of trying.the,tempers of the people, ſee-, 
| u 
that that meeting, which was held here; on the 14th of April. | 


1794, was alſo held. in divers other parts of tir kingdom, 8. 
appears more particularly from a letter found in the poſſeſſion o 
the priſoner. As there Was, a meeting in the open air at Chalk 
Farm, fo, gentiemen of the Jury, they were not wanting. elſe- 
where, doing the belt they could to bring their purpoſes Hh Ae 
by which you may ſee it required / vigilance, it required the, 


N 
— > 


it will be proved to you, that the priſoner at the bar ſent a cir- 

cular Jetter to the remoteſt parts of the kingdom, for the purp ſe 
ot carrying into effect the project of a Britiſh Convention, w ich 
had been defeated indeed, but the evil was, carrying on it's pur- 
poſe by ſecret mealures, preciſely the ſame way as that that had 
exiſted; and you will find accordingly, that the priſoner at the 
bar writes theſe letters to all theſe ſocieties in the country, and 

the addreſſing theſe letters to all theſe ſocieties, ſhews that the 
convention to be called, was not to be a convention of. the peo- 


There vas 8. ecting eld 26 Leeds, Wakefield, Beben 
a 


ple, but a convention of delegates of theſe ſocieties aſſuming the 


SI 


character of the people. Ile now writes to them, the critical. 
moment is arrived. -1n-1794, his language is, men are not vir- 
tuous enough, they are not courageous enough. In 1792, they 
expected nothing tiom parliament, but they did not go to other 


powers, they expected every thing from ſocieties at that time. 


Then they ſtate when that time, the fulneſs of time is come, 
the critical moment is arrived, and Britons mult either aſſert with 
zeal and firmneſs their claim to liberty, or yield without feſiſt- 


ance to the chains that miniſterial uſurpation is forging for ; 
them. Then they ſay. Will you co-operate with us in the on- i 
iy peaceable meaſure that now preſents itſelf, with any roſpect £ 

of ſucceſs? We need not intimate to you that, notwithſtanding |. 3 
the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt and overbearing faction, Q 
which at preſent tramples on the rights and Wt. Fray | 4 


ple, our meetings cannot in England be interrupted without the N f 
previous introduction of a convention bil?” (There was the rea- 4, 


they were inſtantly, upon the project of ſuch a bill! eing men- 
ſtings permanent, ſolemnly viewing that moment, when ſuch 
a bill as that would be brought in, which, they would reſiſt to 
the hazard of their lives; then, Gentlemen, what do they mean 


t 


the bär. 


| 480 „ | 
It their duty to anticipate, and to anticipate it by the ſame means, 


by u convenitioni of the pebple; a convention of theſe ſocieties fit-" 


ting, not at Edinburgh, not at a place that they durſt name, but for 
the purpoſe-of conducting this buſineſs, kept ſecret, that the pro- 
ject might ot he diſappointed: then they lay, we mult, however, 


be expeditious; Heſſians and Auſtrians are already among us, 


(they were in the hoſpitals;) and if we tamely ſubmit, a cloud of 
thefe armed barbarians muy ſhortly be pouted in upon us; let us 


; i | 


form then another Britiſh Convention. (What was it, a Con- 


vention of the People? and a Convention that was to aſſume 


_ cofitrouling power over the'Legiflature?) We have a central ſi- 


283 our view, which we believe would be moſt convenient 
Ir the whole. iſland; but which we forbear to mention, intreating 
our confidence in this particular, till we have the anſwer of the 
vcieties, with which we are at correſpondence : let us have your 
ou approve of the meaſure, and how many delegates you can 
Kad, with the number, if poſſible, of your ſocie xx. 1277 


Let me aſk now, Was this to be a Convention of the People, 


or a Convention of Societies, aſſuming the character of the 


Tonvention'of the People a t 
Nowlet us obſerve how near this project was being carried 

Ito effect; let us have your anſwer by the 20th at fartheſt; and 
{ en, as in the Britiſh Convention, all things were to be con- 
e by the Secret Committee! So here the letter coneludes: 
We have appointed a Secret Committee for this buſineſs, you 
W far it is neceſſary for you to do the ſage. 


- 7 x 
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Then we come to the proceedings ar Chalk Farm. And when 
it was ſtated at Chalk Farm that the Friends of the People would 
not agree. in the meaſure of holding a convention; it met with a 


univerſal groan, the company at leaſt amounting to a large body 
of men, I dare ſay about two thouſand. The > At : 


At the end'of the minutes of the meeting, you will find there 


LY * 


is ſubferibeda ſmall note, in the hand- writing of the priſoner at 


8 a F 


Soon after that, the buſineſs was broke up by the apprehen- 
ſion of the priſoner and others, which has led to the means of 


+ 
441 


W 0 


+ £ 


Gentlemen, I have before told you that I conceived that it was - 


incumbent on me to ſhew the conduct of perſons who were the 
parties engaged in the conſpiracy. Now, Gentlemen, you will 
find that One of thoſe perſons Who atiended this meeting on the 
20th of Jabuary, 1794, was à very active member in this Lon- 


don Correſponding Society, and likewiſe one of the Committee 
of Correſpondence and Co-operation : he himſelf gives this ac- 


count of the proceedings of the 20th of January 17947 and other 
ms Sear bike mm;. .. | 
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anſwer then by the 20th at fartheſt, earlier if poſſible; whether 
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circumſtances: It is. Mr, Thelwall ; he: ſays, I hes bern for : 
four or five — almoſt the ſole. labourer, the only avowed Band 


Culottes in the countfy, I iell au in plain terms, I am à refutbli- 


cam a dewnright Sans, Culete: And he ſays to the perſon 10:whort 


he writes, Jou have too much veneration for property, tad much felis - 
gion, and tag mach law... e Bn 47551 An ein 401 8 07 

Having now. gone through the written evidence, I have now 
to ſtate to you the parole evidence ; not indeed the whole, for 
that will be received better from the witneſſes. Vou will:findon 
this part of the caſe, that after the diſperſion of the Britiſh Con- 
vention in Edinburgh, after it was ſeen that the law: was ſtrong 
enough to beat down a confpiracy of that kind, acting by their 
mere naked numbers, they conceived it became then necellary 
to act with arms. „ „ ten! „1 N 
Na, Gentlemen, on that part of the caſe where a general 
donſpiracy of this ſort is eſtabliſhed amongſt affiliated ſocieties, 


_ exiſting in Scotland, Sheffield, Norwich, Mancheſter, and va- 


rious parts of the kingdom, all aiming at the ſame end, all act- 


ing on the ſame! principles, all involved in the ſame project, 


namely, the having a Convention from different parts of the 


united kingdoms. It would ſeem odd, that in theſe different 


parts of the kingdom, in Sheffield, Scotland, and in London, 
we ſhould find arms of a ſort and denomination, not lately heard 
of in this country, nor in theſe later times, except as exiſting in 

K I a . | RP. 


But you will find from the evidence that I have to offer to you; 
and you will not be ſurprized if J ſhould tell you, that in the 
pockets of ſome of the perſons. mentioned. in this indictment, 

arties in this conſpiracy, in theſe very acts of forming the com- 
mittee, of correſpondence and co-operation, (and it will be laid be- 
fore you, that it was diftributed in mare places than in the Lon- 


don Correſponding Society,) was a paper, in the form of a plays 


bill, wherein was repreſented, on the 4th of April, 1794, to be 


performed the Guillotine, or George's Head in a Baſket, a paper 


in which, that ſacred perſon is coutemptuouſly ſpoken of, as well 
as all ignified orders, under a ludicrous: repreſentation of them to 
their country, were doomed to the lamp-irons to ſuſpenſion. But 
this is not to be wondered at, if you could find that Mr. Thel 
wall could retire from Chalk Farm, and taking up a pot of por- 


ter, and cutting off the froth with the knife, ſay, Thus I would 


ferve all Kings. 


If you believe ſuch. language as this can be uſed, you will 


not be ſurprized to find pikes with theſe men and their aſſociates; 
nr will you be ſurprized to find muſkets with theſe men 
and their aſſociates. x : V 
Do not let us be puzzled with the great doctrine of the 
Bill. of Rights, that every man has a right to provide 8 5 
. | Ho | WI 


ra 7 


with arms for his" own defence, but the queſtion 1 the Jury will 
be to ſay. what they had them for. 


Now yon will nd, that Mr. Yorke, who was a member of 
the London Conſtitutional Society, will be proved to you as ſtat- 
ing, that he was going among the Sons of Liberty, in Belgium, 
to bring into this country the true defenders of Liberty; after- 


wards you find, that he had been propagating at Sheffield, the 


ſame as theſe. other ſocieties had been at London, namely, that 


it was neceſſary that the people ſhould arm; hence you will find, 
that at Sheffield, pikes are made, and they inform the priſoner 


a the bar that the pikes are made, and he delivers letters, in- 
OA thoſe who wanted them, that they may furniih them» 
lves with them in Green-arbour- court, or ſome other place 


| 5 this town; I think that there may have been a large import 


of pikes into this part of the country. But that is not all, you 


will find that theſe idezs of arms were carried further. You will v7 
find there was a plate ſhewin "g the manner of the military exer- 
publiſhed with explanations, and 


cife, which was engraved an 
that ſome of the members formed a - ſociety at Lambeth, for the 
mY purpoſe of practiſing military exerciſe; ſmall indeed i in their 

beginning, but that is not to the point. You will alſo find that 


7 joins priſoner porn to Mr. Edwards a direction Where he might 
furniſh him 


If with pikes from Sheffield, and he FE an order 
to Mr. Williams for ſome muſkets, for the uſe of this ſociety, 


with this reſtraint, that he ſhould not become emplo 708 unleſs 


he became a member with ther. You will find accordingly. that 
they drill at particular places. You will likewiſe ſee what is na: 


tural enough if it ſhould happen after you find a teſolution en- 


tered in the book of the ſociety far Conſtitutional Information, 
that there ſhould be a black book to enter in it the names af 
ihe. enemies of their country, and at which you will not be ſur- 
prized at finding perſons in theſe affiliated ſocieties, holding 
converſation about ſeizing the molt auguſt perſon in the king- 
dom, of ſeizing the moſt auguſt perſonages in the legiſlature, and 


_ Perſons.in the Houſe of Commons, and by means of wh ich mY 


could know their ſituation and their purpoſe. 

On the whole, I thail ſubmit this written evidence to you 
calling the parole evidence to prove a great part of the cafe, call- 
ing ſome witneſſes who were perſons employed by government 


to watch over the proceedings of theſe Societies, and therefore 


became privy to ſome of their tranſaQtions. Indeed government 


would: have been wanting to itſelf, if knowing that there exiſted - 


ſuch Societies who were actuated by ſuch deſigns, they had not 
taken fome means of precaution in order to detcat their miſchie- 
vous intentions. 

1 think alfo at Sheffield they had got to waking an inſtrument 
called a N gh Cat, the uſe of which was to annoy the horſes, 
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You will find in this new Conltitution to be framed, t 


DO 


to 1 


by running into their beet thus yentin | them. r oof 
2 ing, or 4 


forward. If government knew 6 'þtbjeRts going oh 17 — 5 

country, it would have * ver -blameable indecd it had heff- 5 

weed to "make tife of ſon ele men, to 8 what re; ws : 
ing forward. Minn 


It is the great provitce - % il Jury N 
God forbid that theſe projects thou ever give the reflect 
a Britiſh Jury are not able.) to give RW die rtentfon to he. 6 
dence, and fee what credit is to be N to che witneſſes $6 
come before them. * Acer nee 

I have forgot to mente yu that al- R e find, 
that about the time that this Convention was thought of, there 
was a new Conſtitution to be thoutht of for tlie Kar pre 

ea 

of a Royaliſt as an eperyy to the Viberties of fis country 12 nd a 
Democrat as a friend to the liberty of his country, and the hole 


Vas thrown into 15 a ſcheme and ſyſtem, as was to add phy- 


Heal ſtrength to th oſes 1 that Convention Which Wis to 
me poll itical and c 0 f 0 Authority. "6 $339: 1195 9911 X 
u 4) from a n theſe eic laleks der reſis op of 

1 eh, that aher ar ge ambunts to High Tre aſon, andthe 
Conflitation i is reduced 3 a miſerable pals 12 if the teſpect 


due to the adminiſtration of the law" 1s ſuffered to be* robbed in 


any manner; if you find that to be the caſe; you will do that 
which is your duty on behalf of the public, which is due to your. 


ſelves, to the public, to Your | a leruy, in pronounigin 8 him 


ht 
. if on the other hand, after hearing his nk fully Nlated ah 
fully attempted to be proved, you are of opinion it is bot proved, 
or that the offence is not made out according to the allowed 
interpretation of the ſtatute of Edward the IIId. I fay in con- 
cluſion, I join in the prayer which the law makes, that in that 
on God ſend the Priſoner a good deliverance.” 31556 518 ofÞ-2 


11 4 


Thomas Macken f'rorn,—Examnined by Mr. Bower. TET 

. What are you? | ee 

= Jam one of his Majeſty 8 meſſengers. Wagen v igol 

8 Did you go at any time to 15925 houſe of Mr. Thomas 

Ain, in Tooke's-court? _ > VIE 

7 What did you ſeize, books or paper? eco mot: 

A. Books and papers, both. Hed? eee 

7 When engt 8 Ulrog ein 
On the 12th of May laſt, 199 203 19 be 
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look at this letter, and tell me whether. this. . | 


0 by papers 2, (A paper ſhewp bi of ha of I 
his ſis ane, by. the mark on it. it. is AN of Mr. «as 


<5, dues dach of . larch, 1794 e md 85 


ee Valhor 
1 — * . lv Noth, nk a a c Bae 
22 you know, the pri ſoner at the bar, homes, wee 


1 Es. fs 631 11 1 9721 ae | 17 1 ; f 
B+ Do you kuow bis Nauf DPW A ER EE, 2 0 
1 4 a 1 _ .. wm 
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Vos you evex ſcen him write? 15 Ai ES ien Ae 
5105 ä „ » 
en at that letter, and tell me bet you live} it 5 
be ot his own hand- writing? 
A. I have never ſeen this letter, 15 19 ſay Vat 
ter is or is not his hand-writiog. 3 115 
5 Do,you, believe it, 77 . to the bel of. voyr b lie 


471 
it, is his own, hand-writing 2., gh 

"2 1 really cannot take on me to. 1 that it "Tt Fo a 10 ww 
ed to Heft you are, falſe Fg, 6 our Ye. 


_— To 


n na | 


SN 5 
e VIOD TH0Y 22 459155 


1 Mz ir I is, but 1 cannot [ear it; Won e pane 


You are aſked for no more 55 
| * 
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2. E yt Nia cle bred a0 a po A 
Me. Hag 3 March 2255 1 7904. bi Dow. by, the 


TOUR n Hate gurt, 12 oll Pty hs ent wet 
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. 60 « To the Secretary no ihe Serien bee ee 
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I am directed by the London Conclbonding Society ta 


tranſmit. to you the following: reſolutions. tothe Sgeisty for 
Conſtitutional Information, — 45 requeſt, the ſei entiments ol that 


ſociety reſpecting the. impurzant meg ures, {hich the ,prefent . 
4 affairs, ſeems to require. * Ihe London 'Correſpond- 

ing Society conceives that the moment, Is arri icd, when a full 

and explicit declaration is neceſſary from al! the" friends of free 


junctute o 


dom, whether the late illegal and unheard- of pro ſeayons, and 
ſentences ſhall determine us to. abandon « our Can 


"AS. 75 $$ 


us to purſue a radical reform with an ardohr prop: Yrtjoned tg the 


magnitude of the object, and with a Zeal, as ting 1;hed, oH Our 


N as the treachery of Mhers. in the lane nb cdufe is no- 
torious. 
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their wiſhes. _ 


WM; 1 
torious, The Society for Conſtitutional Information is thete- 


fore required to determine whether or no they will be oy | 


when called upon, to act in conjunction with this and other ſo 
cieties to obtain a fair repreſentation of the people; whether 


they concur with us in ſeeing the neceſſity of a ſpeedy Conven- 
tion, for the purpoſe of obtaining, in @ conſtitutional and legal 
method, a redreſs of thoſe grievances under which we at preſent+ _ 
labour, and which can only be effeQtually removed by a full and 


fair repreſentation of the people of Great Britain. The London 


Correſponding Society cannot but remind their friends, that the 
preſent criſis demands all the prudence, unanimity, and vigour, | 
| that ever was, or can be exerted by men or Britons ; nor do they 


doubt but that manly firmneſs and conſiſtency will finally, and 


they believe ſhortly, terminate in the full accompliſhment of all 


1 « T am, fellow citizen, (in 75 

ae friend to the Rights of Man, Tn 
4 P. Hape, Secret 
'; T.. 
I. That dear 4s juſtice and liberty are to Britons, yet the 


. value of them is comparatively ſmall without a dependence on 


their permanency; and there can be no ſecurity for the conti- 
nuance of any right but in equal laws. SS one! OR 
4 II. That equal laws can never be expected but by a full 


1 
* * * 


and fair repreſentation of the people. To obtain which, in the. 
way pointed out by the Conſtitution, has been; and is the ſole 
object of this ſociety. ' For this we are ready to hazard every - 
thing, and never, but with our lives, wil 
Jett which involves the happinefs, or even the political exiftence 


we relinquiſh an ob- 
of ourſelves and poſterity. 


« III. That it is the decided o inion af this ſociety, that 


to ſecure ourſelves from future illegal and ſcandalous ptoſecu- 
tions, to prevent a repetition of wicked and unjuſt ſentences, 


and to recall thoſe wiſe and wholeſome laws that have been 


wreited from us, and of which ſcarcely a veſtige remains, there 
ought to be immediately a Convention of the people, by dele- 
gates. deputed for that purpoſe from the different ſocieties of the 
friends of freedom aſſembled in che various parts of this nation. 
And we pledge ourſelves to the public, to purſue every legal 
method ipcedily: to accompliſh ſo defirable a purpoſe,” . 
P. S. (This ftruck through.) I have to inform you that a ge- 
neral meeting of the ſociety will be held on Monday the 14th of 
April, the place to be announced by public advertiſement, _ 


ua... 


ha. ad 2 


held, they came to the following reſolutions. | 


* Firſt, That it appears to this committee very deſirable, that 


J 


ing Society, that they heartily approved of their intentions, and 


FTT 
importance to the peace and happineſs of fociety. And that he 


alſo requeſt the London Correſponding Society to ſend a delepa- 


ton of it's members to confer upon the ſubject, with an equal 


number of the Society for Conſtitutional Infôrmatſon 
A meeting of the delegates from the two ſocieties being 


- 


a, Convention or general meeting of the Friends of Liberty 


_ . thould be called, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the 
Parr methods of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation of the 
people. 3 


Second, That it be recommended to the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, and London Correſponding Society, to 


inſtitute a regular and preſſing correſpondence with all thoſe 
parts of the country where ſuch ee may be likely to be 


promoted, not only to inſtigate the ſocieties already formed, but 
to endeavour alſo to produce ſuch other aſſociations as may fur- 


Her he obe. ae 2 
Third, That it appears to this committee, that the general 


object would be promoted if a ſtanding Committee of Co-opera- 
tion between the two ſocieties were eſtabliſhed, for the purpoſe 
of holding perſonal communication with ſuch members of ſimi- 
lar ſocieties in other parts of the country, as may occaſionally be 
in London, and who may be authorized by their reſpective ſo- 
cieties to act with ſuch Committee.” © oO Ou, 
„The above reſolutions being reported to the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, it was by them reſolved, that the 
ſame ſhould be entered on their books as part of the proceedings 


of the ſociety.; and the Committee of Correſpondence was ap- 
pointed, to co-operate with the Committee of the London Cor- 


reſponding Society, in conformity with the third reſolution. _ 
% Reſolved; That it is fit and proper, and the duty of this ſo- 

ciety, to ſend an anſwer to the London Correſponding Society: 
% Ordered, That the ſecretary acquaint the London Corref- 


Tar: Society, that we have received their communication, and 


heartily concur with them in the objects they have in view; and 
that, for the purpoſe of a more ſpeedy and effectual co-operation, 
we invite them to ſend to this foclety, next Friday evening, a 
delegation-of ſome of their member s 
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Jeux Gurvgri 3 
ON What are you? M ee and Fe 
am one OA the King 8 Fan 0 
Did you at any time go to the houſe of Me "IFAD f 
1 Yes... I, and Mr. Lauzuny had a warrant from the 1 5 
tary of States and we went to dig houſe _ as on 


papers. 


! Did you mark the papers is youſtized? 0 yy er i FAM 
I did. | 
1 fo good to look at that, and ſee if that i is one that you 
ſeized. 
fo 57 it is. 


Q. (To Mr. Grant.) Do you believe ta to be the priſoner 
hand writing? 
A. I really cannot peak to belief, this is different to what L + 
ſaw. before. 
TT Do you believe it to be the hind. writing of the priſoner? 
Yes! J believe it is. 
Mr. Erſkine. Did you ever ſee him write? 


4 Y ey, . ſeveral times. 1 i 
| (The letter read by the Clerk fu the 6010 ff 10} 
925 Friday, April 4, 1794. A conference with the 9 


Gen en l Information; preſent, Adams Nane yd, 
Holcroft, Joyce, Wardle, Sharp. From the London Correſ⸗ 
ding Society, Moore in the chair, Baxter, Lovatt, Hodgſon, 
Kheluall, Hardy ſecretary. Upon a motion being made for 
communicating to the committee, the letter of communication 
from ſocieties in the country, to the London Correſponding So- 
ciety ; Reſolved, That the delegates be requeſted to communi- 
cate all the information they can at the next meeting, relative to | 
the ſtate of the different ſocieties aſſociated for obtaining a fair 7 
| ap of the people. Adjourned to Monday evening, . 
o. 2, Beaufort's Buildings, Strand, (Struck, out.) Robin's 


Coffee - houſe, half paſt ſeven o clock. (No. 2, Beaufort's Euild- | 
ings, is in a different hand writing.)“ | 
. Coutts, Let Mr. Shelton mn the papers with his name 8 | XR 


number. - Ay 0 
Y. (To Mekka.) Is this one of the papers that 500 took 
from ae $ houſe? (Anather paper ſhewn im.) 
is.. 
2 (Te Grant. } Do you believe that to be Mr. ue, s hand 


4 ay; 
FO It is the ſame hand as the e other. „ 


i 
xe paper read by the Clerk of the Court.) | 
t CITIZRNN ADAMS) © © '! April 10, 1794. 
I am ordered by the committee of delegates of the London 


| ey Society, to inform the Society for Conſtitutional 


Information, that they approve of the reſolutions of the com- 
| mittee of conference; therefore the London Correſponding So- 
ciety have choſen Mr. John Baxter, Mr. Richard Lovatt. &c. 


to put in practice immediately the ſecond and third reſolutions 


of that committee. (Signed). 1 | $* * 
Ho T. Harvy, Secretary.” 


5 O. (To Mr. Gurnell.) Is that one of the papers, that you found | 


at N Hardy's houſe? (A paper ſhewn him.) 
.be paper read by the Clerk of the Court. 


— 


7 


things, in our opinion, moltly deſerves the attention of the pub- 
lic. We are more and more convinced from evety day's expe- 

rience, that the reſtoring the right of voting univerſally to every 
man not incapacitated by nature for want of reaſon, or by Jaw 
for the commiſſion of crimes, together with annual elections, is 


©» I 3 


the only reform that can be effectual, c. 


his plan of the London Correſponding Society, for the pur- 


poſe of promoting a reform in the repreſentation of the people, 
and for ſhortening the duration of "parliament, was, to 
form ſoeteties that ſhould branch ' off into dozens, each 


branch not to exceed twenty; the members to pay one penny 
per week, or thirteen-pence per quarter, to defray the expences 


of printing and poſtages, as they could only hope to obtain 
their object by enlightening the people; and alſo reſolved, that 
a committee be appointed to correfpond with the various ſocie- 
nn,, rr 8 
VM. Erftine, here, on behalf of himſelf, addreſſed the Court, 


that he might have ſome indulgence of the Court in regard to 


the arrangement of theſe papers that were produced, | and that 
they might be permitted to take copies of them for the benefit 
of the priſoner's defence. He obſerved, that they had applied 


to the Privy Council, and they referred them to the Counſel, 


mY 


KY 


and that they referred him to your Lordſhips. But they were 
too long acquainted with their profeſſion, to make ſuch a ridi- 
culoug requeſt, becauſe they had no right to do it; they moſt 
| undobbted | 


their beſt to do juſtice to the perſon for whom his Lordſhip hath 


aſſigned them for. . On, 
9 MA. . Lard 


of Preamble.) «A parliamentary reform is that, which of all other 


ly ſhould expect that the Court' would fit later than 
eight o'clock to-morrow, by an hour or two. They declared 
upon their honour, they had no defire to treſpaſs on the time 
and patience of the Court, and had no defire on earth but to do 
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Lum Profident. We certainly ſhall be diſpoſed to give counſel 


all reaſonable opportunity to make the beſt defence they can do. 
I obſerve the moſt important papers are publiſhed, and are be- 
fore you. With regard to them, there will be no difficulty ; we 


| ſhall ſee to-morrow what papers they will read. I ſhall certainly: 


agree that you have a reaſonable time allowed, With regard to 
the Privy Council, tis not the practice of the Privy Council ta 
make ſuch orders, I believe. APTREL SOTO DING Ec 
l EpwaR D LAUzuN ſworn. 
OD. What are you? . 1 in i 
A. Lam one of his Majeſty's extraordinary meſſengers. © 
©. Did you at any time go to the houſe of Thomas Hardy? 
A. Yes, about the t 2th of May. = NED. to 


Q. Did you ſeize any papers there? 41 E302 BU: 
1 3 a vaſt many. 0 a Logs! 
O. Is that one of them that you ſeized ? 5470675 


es Sr. COW 
© ©. You have marked it ? | eee 
A. Yes, I have written my name on them all. 
Mr. Grant examines it. DHS 416 19. £95102 
25 Do you believe that to be the hand- writing of Mr. Hardy? 
H. Yes, I believe it to be the ſame writing as the other. 
l he letter reud by the Clerk of the Court) 
Indorſed, Copy of a Letter to Mr. Buchanan, at Edinburgh, 
515 n 20, 1792, and ſigned Thomas Hardy, Secretary... ' 
„J am directed by the London Correſponding Society to 
ſend a few copies of their addreſs and reſolutions to the Society, 
for a Reform in Parliament, repreſented at Edinburgh; likewiſe I 
have to info: m you of their with to enter into correſpondence, and 
have cloſe connection with your ſociety ; as our cauſe is one, ſo 
our ſentiments ought to be known to each other, that we may 
act with one heart in a matter of ſuch vaſt importance. We be- 
gan this ſociety January 1791, and fince we publiſhed our de- 
clarations and reſolutions we have increaſed ſo rapidly in num- 
ber and reſpectability, that we are under the necelfich of dividing 
into different companies, to meet at ſeparate houſes, and each 
diviſion ſends a delegate, as a committee to tranſact the buſineſs 
of the whole ſoctety. The incloſed paper will inform you more 


fully of the prineiples we ſet out upon; be ſo good as to deliver 
them to the Preſident or Secretary of your ſociety ; as I know 


you are a friend to freedom, you will endeavour to promote the 
union of many ſocieties ; for by uniting ſocieties, we ſhall be- 


„„ ens 


* 7 © 


E „ 


come tongs aud a.three-fold cord is not eaſily broken. y I am, 


Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 
Aug. 20, 1792. THOMAS Hazy, Secretary. of 


Ee (7g 'Lauzun.). Is. that the, hes P you found in his 


Mg A paper produces.) 
We it Is. 6453 
nue (Read. bythe Clerk. 35 


85 zned Tone 3 Secretary, Sept. 4, 1792. Indorſed, 


Mr. Samuel OY UN to the W b Conſtitu- 
tional Society. 
* 7 88. 

« The, London, Correſponding Society have this 1 recom- 
mended me to acknowledge the receipt of your favours on the 14th 
of May, and to return their thanks to the Mancheſter Conſtitu- 
tional Society, for the readineſs they expreſs to enter into a cor- 
reſpondence with us, as alſo for the books of rules, &c, that ac- 


- companied your letter. | We ſhould not have fo long. delayed 


profiting by their condeſcenſion, had any thing worthy commu- 
nication occurred: the firſt opportunity that offered we eagerly 
ſcized, and beg your acceptance of the incloſed, a thouſand 
copies of an ad rels to the public, which we hope will meet with 
your apprabation. I have the pleaſure of informing, you, that 
our Societies incteaſe daily, and. that the, people in general begin 

to diveſt themſelves of their deep: rooted prejudice; the public 


minds attend more calmly and attentively to propoſals for a par- 
liamentary reform; , moſt, men ſee t the necellity of it, but not 


fully; many are yet over caitious. in engaging their aſſiſtance 


towards it. However, I believe I may venture to aſſert, wat 

nee ieee ſoon giye way to public good. 

1 wich Was . your 1 humble ſervant 
3 Hazy, Secretary.” 


HIS Ot "el 0 £33; 4 


1 {Ts Mr. I L W! Is that one of the papers your mo 
from Mr. Hardy, | 
(Read by bb Gert of the Court: 15 1 

Indorſe, iTo Mr. Favell, Chairman of the Borough 
A. guſt 23, 1792, ſigned Tea Hardy, Leeds e * 


A * . u 18. p 3-& . an 1 13 409 Il , es 
Terr | 1 4 
Tp 4 Letter. reads, in which a war oh; follawing, 115 8 
Sin.  » Monday, Aug. 23, 1702. 


an | « « The London To TEAS Society. herewith, tranſmit to t 


Society of the Friends of the People fifty copies of an addreſs to 


the inhabitants of Great Britain, on the ſubject of a parliamentary | 
reform. We were in opes that, as both our ſocieties profeſſed 
to have the ſame object in view, the delegates would viſit our 


committee, 


e 


L 5 
W 
12 | Bart: 


A * 1 


committee, as agreed upon in our laſt, as it may ſtrengthen our 
common cauſe, by a cloſer union, and freer communication of dur 


mutual endeavours. We are, however, inclined to hope their 
abſence hath not proceeded from "diminution of friendihip to- 
ig ourſelves, 7 oP Goh 1 N 
. | Maurice MarGAROT, Chairman; 
-» + Twromas HaRrdy,''Secretary. 


wards the Society, in whoſe name we have the pleaſure of ſub- 
1 6 . Is, | * 


this * „C 1 SWEET, 
A. This is another paper that I found in the poſſeſſion of 

ESI EO es 

2: (To Grant.) Do you believe that to be Hardy's ha 


8 0 
in 


» 
. 


7 eee be lee an de orheie h Featigt wear to 


Non: 2 22353 G3 MM Ick bo SMN mit 
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A Letter read, in which vas the fallotvin g.) 
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83 ! 
MN 
Copy of a Le 


| Conſtitutional Society. 
883 « SIR, 1 1 Rule 15 7 tys) 6 1 £X 5 ' 
In hopes that our zeal for the advanc 
freedom, &c. the London Correſponding Society takes the liberty 
of tranſmitting to the Society for Conſtitutional: Information, a 
ſew copies of an addreſs to the inhabitants of Great Britain, on 
the fubject: of a parliamentary reform; it is found to contain 
nothing repugnant to ſound reaſon or juſtice; if it is ſo main 


| rained as to meet the approbation of the London Conſtitutional = 


Society, our honeſt, though feeble endeavours, we ſhall deem our- 
ſelves amply rewarded.' With deep reſpect and eſteeni we hiave 
the honour to be for the London Correſponding Society, /« |, 1 
| | {7 Maurice MazGaRroT,: Chairman; 
| Tous HARDY, Secretary. 
Foie) 12 e 1 Ex, 594301 ibn 

2 Lauzun.) Looks is that the addreſs that was found in 
the cuſtody of Hardy ? oy; (dor 


Correſponding Society, reprinted, and diſtributed gratis. 
(The Addreſs read by the Clerk of the Cuurt,) in which they 
fate that man, individual man, may juſtly claim liberty as 
his birth-right, and that he for himſelf and poſterity gave. up 


certain of his rights, in order to ſecure. the poſſeſſion of. his 
remainder, and voluntarily yielded up ſu much of the;reman- 


der for the general good, that he may not part with the whole, 
&e. and further aſſerted, that reform was their object, which 
8 | i 5 e 


9. (To Lauzun. A paper fhewn Him.) Where did you find 


+ 10 Major Carveright, Chairitan of de Lade 


Aug 23. 1792. 35 
. cauſe of 


A. I found it in his houſe; it is an addreſs to the London 


7 


e Ep re R 


. | 259 J 


they v were deſirous to obtain only by the arms of reaſoning, and 


by 8 the people to concur in petitions to parliament. 
2 Ye de Lau.) Dio you take that at Mr. Hardy 5 


72 Grunt): Look at the hand, and ſee if that is Mr. Har 
958 3 3 — whether you believe: it? 
A, I cannot ſay it is his. 
iS Do you believe it to be his? 
] aſſure you it is fo different from the other band. 
Do you believe it or no: 
. I do not believe it. 


| | Lo Bower. It was found in his chfludy: © 


ie (Read by the Clerk of the Court. ö | 
Ingorſed,, A a Copy of a Letter to Stockport, d dated Sept, Ir, 1792. 


4 K Mr. N. Hibbert, Preſident of the Society of Friends of Uni- 
07165" verſal Peace and the Rights of Man. 

2 T2 am : directed by the London Correſponding Society, — 
with a view of obtaining a Parliamentary reform, to inform you 


that they read with great ſatis faction, papers of the laſt week, of 


a ſociety being collected at Stockport, and ſeize With joy the 
firſt opportunity of commencing-an acquaintance and correſpon- 
dence with men who act on a ſimilar plan with themſelves ; 
they therefore have ordered me to tranſmit to you, Sir, as Preſi- 
dent; a few copies of their addteſs to the nation on that ſubject, 


and to invite you to ſimilar communications on your part, always 


remembering that union, good order, and numbers, are abſo- 


lutely neceſſary to our ſucceis, &c. We began to aſſociate laſt 
January, and fince thei _ enen we: have e ra- 


; gw fiit: gn oY 


ae . oy orig Sir, ben rena 2 


| your 
Wa (Ts Lan) menu oranis f that ne | 


him) at. Mr. Hardy's? 
"of; Yes, I — it in Mr. Hardy's olfeſlion. 
Read by the Clerk © the urt.) 
Indorſed, Sepckpaer, Sept. 17, and directed to the Friends of 


5 and the Rights of Man. (See. Page 163 of this 


$152 £158 
„blen. by. { paper ſheun him.) Were did you'God 
that girſuib ban 1 


er, ae know: whether I found i it in the bureau or in 8251 
op. : 1 
5. Did you find it at Hardy' 8: as priſoner's ce 
Ves, I did. oy 


, 


(Rene by the vg an anſwer to the foregoing, dated 00. 11 5 , 792 * 
. Mr, 


* page 105 3 this n * 


1 
1 WF 


n Py 
„ a __ 
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Mr. n Wong ſworn. 

9. Are you e with ** Horne Toobs 8 | hand- | 
writing ? Ren he 

A. Yes. 

Will you be ſo 1 as to look and ſee if . partof that 
is his hand-writing ? 

A. The main part of it I do not Wink is in Mr. Horne 
Tooke s hand- writing: but there is an interlineation in it, and 
an addenda to it, which, as far as a ſimilarity of the hand will 
go, I believe to be his hand-writing. | . 

2. You have ſeen him write ? 

A. Ves, Sir. 

I Which are the 3 in bis hte] ? 

7. The word things over the firſt . hs word incapacitated, 
and the word for. 

. Do you believe it to be his? 
I do believe it to be his. The addenda is a his ; $ 


but it is written perhaps at a tavern, in that looſe band. which 


eople are apt to write, when they are not at their deſks 3 but 
think it is his character. 
(To Mr. Maclean) Look at this— a paper frewn to kin) 


| Where did you had that paper, Mr. Maclean ? 


A. This I found alſo in Mr. Adams's poſſeſſion. 
. (To Mr. Grant) Look at that ſignature, and fee if it is 
Mr. clardy” 8 band-writing Do you believe it to be: his hand- 
writing? . 
A. IT am ted to think ſo. 
SE Do you believe fo ? | 
es, 1 do. © 
(The paper was read by the Clerk of the Court. F 


"Thurſday, Oct. 11, 1792, ſigned, Thomas Hardy, Secretary, 


addreſſed to Adams, 255 Tooke's rde u 

Lane. Ts 3 

„Sn, 

« Your favour of the 3d inſtant, aformpngs us that our propo- 
fal for addreſfing the French National Convention had met: with 
the approbation of the Society ſor Conſtitutional Information; 
we have incloſed you a copy of the addreſs we have drawn up 


and mean to fend, the Society at large having approved of it. 


« Not in the leaſt prefuming to propoſe it for the adoptiori of 
our Society, ourſelves will joyfully throw it aſide, and as rea- 


| wy ſubſcribe to any production of yours better calculated to 


anſwer the purpoſe, and leſs unworthy being preſented to fo au- 
guſt an Aſſembly. 


bs Should no other be produced, we 8 this plain but ho- | 
| . 


[- FE] i 


neft addreſs will be + adopts by ſome ober Sbeſekkes, in concur- 
rence with our own, and, reſpecting the manner of ſigning, of 
conveying, and of preſenting it, your better experienced ade 
vice e will greatly oblige, gentſemen, | A 
Your very humble ſervant, for the Conilicted of = 

the London Correſponding Society, by 
MAURICE MAROGAROT, Chairman.“ 4 
rau, on, IT, 1792. 3 „Sec. | N 


* 


„ FRENcHMEx, | Fe „ = 
< While foreign robbers are ravaging your territories under the _ 
ſpecious pretext of juſtice, cruelty and delolation leading on | 
their van, perfidy with treachery bringing up their rear, yet mer- x. ll 
cy and ſriendſhip impudently-held forth to the world as the ſole | 
motives of their incurſions, the oppreſſed part of mankind, for- 
getting for a while their own ſufferings, feel only for yours, and 
with an anxious eye watch the event, fervently ſupplicating the 
Almighty Ruler of the Univerſe, to be favourable to your cauſe, 
io intimately blended with their own. Frowned upon b- an 
oppreſſive ſyſtem of controul, whoſe gradual but continued in- 
cCroachments have deprived this nation of nearly all its boaſted 
liberty, and brought us almoſt to that abject ſtate of ſlavery from 
which you have 10 emerged, five thouſand Pritiſh citizeus, in- 
dignant, manfully ſtep forth to reſcue their country from the op- 
probrium brought upon it by the ſupine conduct of thoſe in 
power; they conceive it to be the duty of Britons to countenance 
and aſſiſt, to the utmoſt of their power, the champions of hu- 
man happineſs, and to ſwear to a nation proceeding on the plan 
you have adopted, an inviolable friendſhip ; facred from this 
day be that friendſhip between us, and may vengeance to the 
uttermoſt overtake the man who, hereafter, ſhall attempt to 
cauſe a rupture, 

Though we appear ſo few at preſent, be aſſured, Frenglldheb, | 
that our number increaſes daily. It is true, that the Refn uolifted 
arm of authority at preſfeiit keeps back the timid; that buſty cir- 
culated impoſtures hourly miſlead the credulous; and that court 
intimacy with avowed French traitors has ſome effect on the un- 
wary and on the ambitious; but with certainty we can inform 
you, friends and freemen, that information makes a rapid pro- 
greſs among us; curiofity has taken poſſeſſion of the 5 5 
mind; the conjoint reign of ignorance and deſpotiſm paſſes 
ay; men now atk each other What is freedom, what are out 

rights? Frenchmen, you are already free, and Britons are 
preparing to become fo. Caſting far from us the criminal pre- 
judices artfully inculcated by evil-minded men and wily cour- 
tiers, we, inſtead of. natural enemies, at length diſcover in 

| | a renchmen 


- 
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| Frenchmen, our fellow-citizens of the world, and our brethrew 
by the ſame Heavenly Father, who created us for the purpoſe of 


loving and mutually” aſſiſting each other, but not to hate, and 
to be ever ready to cut each others throats at the command of 


weak and ambitious kings and corrupt miniſters : :—ſecking our 
real enemies, we find them in our boſoms, we feel ourſelves in- 


wardly torn by, and ever the victims of a reſtleſs and all- con- 
ſuwing ariſtocracy,, hitherto tue bane of every nation under tho 
ſun. Wiſely have you acted in expelling, it from France. 

« Warm as our withes are for your ſucceſs, eager as we are to 
behold Freedom triumphant, and man every where reſtored to 
the enjoyment of his juſt rights, a ſenſe of our duty as orderly | 
citizens forbids our flying in arms to your affiſtance ; our go- 


vernment has pledged the national faith to remain neutral—in a 


ſtruggle of liberty againſt deſpotiſin, Britons remain neutral! 
O ſhame ! but we have entruſted our king with diſcretionary 
powers, we therefore mult obey,—our hands are bound, but 
our hearts are free, and they are. with you, 

Let German deſpots act as they pleaſe, we ſhall rejoice at their 
fall. compaſſionating however their enſlaved ſubjects. We hope 
this tyranny of their maſters will prove the means of re-inſtat- 
ing, in the full enjoyment of their rights and liberties, millions 
of dur fellow- creatures. 

&« With unconcern, therefore, we view the elector of Hanover 
join his troops to traitors and robbers ; but the king of Great- 
Britain will do well to remember that this conntry is not Hano- 
ver—ſhould he forget this diſtinction, we will not. 

& While you enjoy the envied glory of being the unaided de- 
fenders of freedom, we fondly anticipate in idea, the numerous 
bleſſings mankind will enjoy. If you ſucceed, as we ardently 
with, the triple alliance (not of crowns, but) of the people of 
Ameri ica, France, and Britain, will give freedom to Europe, 
and peace to the whole world, Dear friends, you combat for 
the advantage of the human race—how well purchaſed will be, 
though at the expence of much blood, the glorious unprecedent- 
ed privilege of faying, mankind is free—tyn rants and tyranny are 
no more - pcace reigns on the carth, and this is the work of 
Frenchmen. 

e Refolved, That the thanks of this: ſociety be given to the 
Fi des Corr cſponding Society for the above addreſs, tranſmitted 
by thein 3. and that the Secretary acquaint them this ſociety do 
hignly pprove of the ſpirit of the fame,” 

(To Lauzun.) Where did you find that r (a paper 
ſewn him.) 

A, 1 found it at Mr. Hardy's houſe ; 1 Landes Con- 
ſtitutional . received the 10th of October 1792, an- 

| ſwere⸗ 


4 Lt of | <5 


oo — * 
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ſwered 18th ditto, addreſſed Maurice Margarot, Fla. Chair- 
man to the London ene Society, dated I5th of 


October 1792. 


Sin, 
„ Your favour of the 11th inſtant, an addreſs of the London. 
ene Society was read at a meeting of the Society for 
Conſtitution Ae held laſt Friday, and I am deſired to 


expreſs their thanks for the faid addreſs, and to aſſure them 


that they do e approve of the ſpirit of the ſame. 
« bave the honour to be, 
D. Apams, 8 
Secretary to the Society for Conſtitutional information, 
Toukis Court, Chancery Lane, No. 36. 


2. (A letter ſhewn to Lauxun.) Look at that letter, where 
did you find that letter? 
A. This J found in Mr. Hardy's houſe. 
( De letter read by the Ulerk of the Court.) 


; Indorſed roth October 1792, to the Mancheſter Society, Mr, 


Tho. Walker, preſident of the Conſtitutional Society. 
n, 
« Multiplicity of buknefs has EP our ſecretary from 
anſwering your kind fayours of the 26th ultimo 
Here you receive our intended addreſs to the French National 
onvention; if your Society approve of it and wilt join us, 
the manner in which you will do, fo remains with you, but we 


imagine that the ſending us back a copy of the addreſs, ſigned 


by the preſident and ſecretary, ſtating. the number for which 
they ſigen Will be ſufficient for us to joi in. 


« Your's, 
| « Maurice MARGaROT, Cs &c. 
« We mean to concert with the London e 80 
ciety about the means of conveying it.“ 


2. (To W Did you find this at Hardy's? (a laber 
Hetun him,) | 
A 1 did. 
(T he paper read by the det of the Curt.) 


| Indorſed Lith October 1792. To the Revolutionary Society at 


Norwich. 
« The L. C. S. have received your letter of the 6th instant, 


directed to their ſecretary, we are happy to learn. your deter mi- 


nation in favour of freedom, &c. we have determined on a 
friendly addreſs to the French National Convention, we hope 
the concurrence of many ſocieties, annexed, you have 2 copy 
of it, and it will be only neceſſary for you with ſpeed to return 
us a copy of the addreſs, W * by che MEHR and {ecrei ry, 
2 Or 


„„ 


or by the delegates, ſtating the nber of 1 for which 
they ſign for the committee of the London Correſponding So- 
ciet . 
To cc Your very - hymblþ ſervant, 
« MAURICE Max Axor, Chairman,” 
9. (To Lauzun—a paper ſhewn him) Did you find this —_ 
at Hardy's. | 
ES + YL es, that is another of them. 
( (Kead by the Clerk of the Court.) 
Dated London, 19 Oct. 1792. Derby, The Society | for Poli- 
tical Information, Mr. J. Air. 
00 OS 
ee With pleaſure we receive your favours of the 16th inſtant, 8 
and return you thanks for the paper ſent wh; alſo for thoſe for the 
new. Society at Nottingham, Ke.. | 
« We cordially invite your Society and that of Nottingham to 
concur with us alſo in the fame, which if you do we delire you 
will ſend us back a copy ſigned by the preſident and fecretary of 
each ſociety, and fend back the number for which you ſign for. 
#F | « Reafon and good order mult make us Invincible. 
=_ : « ] am, Sir, 
= | 2 F or the London Conſtitutional Society, your's, 
| | oh Mauxicx MAR O ARO, Chairman. 
ec Pleaſe to let us have your's as ſoon as poſſible.“ | 


4 Q. (To Lauzun. The paper Heron him.) Was Us IN in 
1} _ Hardy's cuſtody ? 5 


_ . VE it was, 
| | | (Read by the Clerk of th Court ) 
Dated London, Oct. 18, 1792; addreſſed to T. Adams, Secretary 
| of the C—— 5S 
* "The L S — $S——learn with pleaſure, that the 
Scciety for Conſtitutional Information approve of the ſpirit of 
our addreſs. But to come back to the point ; we imagine that, 
| as you approve of the meaſures, we may with propriety alk you, 
Þ whether you will concur with us in ſending that addreſs, or 
1 whether you will draw up another better ſuited to the preſent 
1 circumſtances, and permit us to join you to tranſmit it to the 
if 1 2 onal Convention: 
HE (To Lauzun. The paper ſhewn,) Look at that, and fee 
Re it tba it is 6ne you found at Hardy's? 
A, Yes, this is one that I found at Hardy's houſe. 


E. (Read by the Clerk of the Gurt.) 
b | Indorſed, Norwich, © Society for Political Information, received 
++ 15 Nev. 1:92, anſwered (blank), dated 11 of Nov. 1792, 


_. addrefl:d to Mr. Thomas Hardy, to be left at the Bell, 
Exeter-ſtreet, in the Strand, London, | 1 : 
| & Mr. 
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« Mr. SECRETARY, . 
* Sin Norwich, November 11th, 1792. 


We, the Society for Political Information, are defirous of 


holding and ſtrenuouſly ſupporting the noble ſentiments which 


you, fo lately and4riendly diſperſed among us; and as we fo much 


admire your well adopted plan for a reformation of the ſtate, per- 
mit us, with the utmoſt deference to your worthy ſociety, to par- 


tlcipate with you in all your great national correſpodence, which 


your very name promiſes to maintain; and in. conſequence 
thereof, it is humbly defired, by -the ſociety which I have the 
happineſs to repreſent, to incorporate three members with your 
worthy fraternity: in doing which I ſhall here 'inform you of 
their names and reſidence, which are as follow, 
—— — Our principal deſign in doing this, is, that we may 
have an opportunity of knowing more exactly what may be 
thought the moſt eligible ſteps to be taken 1n carrying on this 
great buſineſs of our aſſociated brethren, and to have an op- 
portunity to aſk ſuch fort of queſtions as may be thought very 
reaſonable among the brethren ; eſpecially when we think that 
publications are covered with a ſort of obſcurity in it, as the 
Sheffield people's declaration, which ſeemed determined to ſup- 
port the Duke of Richmond's plan only; but ſince we find, in 
a printed letter received from them in a book, that they mean to 


abide by ſome moderate reform, as may hereafter be brought 


forward by the Friends of the People, which method is uncer- 
tain tous. Again we find that the Friends of the People, and 


the Society for Conſtitutional Information do not exactly agree: 
vue Could be glad to know the reaſon. It ſeems to me as 


though the difference was this; — The Friends of the People 


mean only a partial reform, becauſe they leave out the words 


expreſſing the Duke of Richmond's pian, and talk only of a re- 
form; while the Mancheſter people ſeem to intimate, by ad- 
drefſing Ar. Paine, as though they were intent upon republican 
prizxciples only ; now, to-come cloſer to the main queſtion, it is 
only deſired to know whether the generality of the ſocieties 
mean to reſt ſatisfied with the Duke of Richmond's plan only; 
Or whether it is their private deſign to rip up Monarchy by the 
roots, and place democracy in its ſtead. I ſhall now, Sir, give 
you an exact account of what plan I could wiſh to obtain, which 


have already moved for at our general meeting, viz. a full and 


equal repreſentatian of the whole body of the people; a general 
ſuffrage of votes, and annual Parliaments, I remember the So- 
ciety tor Conſtitutional information intimated to us that Mr. 
—— uſed to write to them in the name of the Revolution So- 
clety: if you approve of that appellation, pray be ſo kind as to 
| | Non Ie: give 


- 
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give us a full wt ſaisfaftory 1 I ſhall ſay no more at 
preſent, but remain a friend to peace, not to anarchy ; a well 
wiſher to the Rights of Man, when obtained by conſent ; and 
your moſt ovedient, &C, 
| | G. Kaas P, 8 
* P. S. I ſhould be exceeding glad to know the reſidence of 
Lord Kenyon and Lord Loughborough for a matter of private 
concern.” 


2. (To 3 the paper Pewn him.) Where did you find 
that paper ? Did you take it at Hardy's ? | 
A. Yes, this is one I found at Hardy O hae 


(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


Dated 26 Novovember, 1792, ſigned, Maurice Margarot. 
« FELLOW CITIZENS, © 
ce Your letter of the 1 th inſtant, was by the Secretary Jai | 
before the Committe of Delegates of the London Correſpond- 
ing vociety ; the London Correſponding Society having never 
heard of your ſociety, they wiſh to have ſome account of its 
origin, principal, and number of its members ; they do not 
thoroughly comprehend how it would be poſſible to incorporate 
with our. ſociety, three of your members reſiding at Norwich, 
inaſmuch as it would be impoſſible to communicate to them all 
or correſpondence. | 
« If it is communication you want, they will very readily an- 
fwer any queſtion that you put to them, and as to their object 
which they have in view, they 1efer you to their addreſs, you 
will therein ſee that they mean to diſſeminate Felsen k now- 
ledge, and thereby engage the judicious part of the nation, to 
an a reſtoration of their rights and annual Parliaments, 
&c. the members of this Parliament owing their election to the 
unbought and equal unbiaſſed ſufferage of « every citizen; they 
conſider the obtaining ſuch a Parliament to be the ground-work 
of every neceſſary reform; to this therefore they ſteadily ad- 
here, and turn themſelves neither to right or to the left, to fol- 
low no other plan whatever, the rules and orders of their ſo- 
ciety being io plain and eaſy, that if they can get a majority of 
the nation to act as they do, the propoſed reform will affect it- 
ſelf; they look upon the trifling diffe ence that may have riſen 
detwien the ſeveral ſocieties as of no great impoi tance, and 
think they will ſubſide without any ways injuring the cauſe ; 
they think it a matter of ſmall importance of whatever name 
you chuſe to adopt; they adviſe you, &cCc. to be careful, to pre- 
ſerve peace. Leave monarchy, democracy, and even religion, 
entirely aſide ; never diſpute on thoſe topics: let your endea- 
Yours go to encrealc the number of thoſe who with for the r 
ang 
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| and equal repreſentation of the people, and leave to a parlita- 


ment ſo choſen to form plans for remedying the exiſting a- 
buſes. | . „ ; 
« Should they hen not anſwer your expectations, at the year's 


end you may chuſe others in their ſtead. The Committee of- 


fets you every aſſiſtance in their puwer, but requeſt that your 
queition may relate moſtly to the metnods of obtaining a par- 
liamentary re orm. Like yourſelves, they are friends to peace, 
and not anarchy, and well-withers to che rights of man. 
Ves, not ſo ſanguine in their expectations as to imagine 


: thoſe riguts will be ſurrendered by the ſpontaneous conſent of 


thoſe who have ſo long deprived mankind of them. Underſtand- 
ing that you have many Societies in Norwich, the committee 
recommend to you the plan before-mentioned of correſpondence 
then carrying on. One by one, the committee will ſerve YOu 
all. They likewiſe recommend the appointment of one of the 
leaſt conſpicuous of your ſociety to receive letters ſent to your 
ſociety, leaſt if he be too well known, they may not Come to 
hand, & Cp 5 . ; | | | 
(Signed) « Maurice MaRGaRorT, Chairman.“ 


J. (Mr, Garrow to Lauzun—a paper ſhewn- him.) Look 


at this; did you find that at Mr. Hardy's? 


A. Ves, it is a letter, Feb. iſt, 1793, indorſed to « The 
Friends of the „„ | 


(The litter read by the Clerꝶ ef the Gurt.) 
e To the Committee of the Friends of the People, 


« We are inſtructed by the Committee of the London Corre- 
ſponding Society: We thank your fociety for your kind advice 


concerning peace, order, and obedience to the laws; we make 


them the foundation of our union, as our add reſs ſufficiently 
evince. We have never departed from legal obedience, which 


- hath thereby fruſtrated the evil deſigns of all thoſe which mili- 


tate againſt a reform, &. „ . 

« You acknowledge, that to wiſh ſucceſs to the cauſe of free- 
dom is congenial to the heart of a Briton ; inſtead, therefore, of 
admitting your argument againit our having publiſhed ſuch ſen- 
timents, by :.2 friendly addreſs to the National Aſſembly of 
France, we mult oblerve that at the time, wherf the enemies of 
mankind are uſing every effort to cruth th&infant French Li- 
berty, it becomes our duty, as friends to heman happineſs, to 
expreſs the juft abaorreace we entertain of a manitcito which 
we coneeive is aimed not fo much at the liberty of France, as at 
the liberties of the whole world; but to make any p rticular 


comments on that manifeſto: is now unneceſlary, as it might be 


unſafe ; 
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unſafe ; we only wiſh every Brita to peruſe it. We almoſt 


with you, and all other ſocieties, and the whole nation, co not 
catch the flame, &c.” 


S. Te Lauzun—a paper Heron . Did 0 find that letter 


at Hardy's houle ? 


. Ves. 1 | | | 
(The letter read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
Indorſed February 1 5th, Signed Edward Curtis. 
tn, Frith- Street, Feb. 1 5th, 1793. 


cc I am cd by the Society of the Friends of the People, to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated iſt February, 


1793. Having pledged ourſelves by our public acts and docu- 
ments to uſe every effort in our power for the purpoſe of ob- 
taining a compleat, ſubſtantial, and radical reform of the repre- 
ſentation of the people in Parliament, we never can be ſuppoſed 
to have ſurrendered to any other body of men the exerciſe of our 
own diſcretion with reſpect both to the plan which we deem 
molt effectual for the purpoſe, and the time which we think 
moſt favourable for offering it to the public; at preſent we think, 
that to make public our views on theſe ſubjects, would be to 
furniſh arms to our enemies, and to injure the cauſe in which 
we are engaged. The period, however, is probably not very 
far diſtant, when theſe particulars will be made known to the 


7 


public; it is ſufficient now to expreſs our confidence that that 


moment will prove, by evidence more ſubſtantial than profeſ- 
ſions, that we will propoſe no plan of reform which is ſhort of 


an effectual deſt ructon of abiſes in the repreſentation of the peo 


ple, and that we have honeſtly exerted every faculty we polleſs 
in chuſing the time moſt favourable to the ſucceſs of our plan. 
e We have learned, with affliction.and indignation, the arbitra- 
and unconſtitutional interruption of meetings of citizens, 


peaceably and lawfully aſſembled, for the diſcuſſion and mainte- 


nance of their rights. We have ever viewed with utter diſap- 
- Probation, both of their principles and proceedings, the aſſoci- 
ations who have been the authors or inſtruments of this perſe- 
cution. Their principles, we think, are repugnant to the free 
ſpirit of the Engliſh law, and their conduct, we think, has been 
as injurious and oppreſſive as the principle of their inſtitution-i is 
unconſtitutional and abſurd, But deeply penetrated as we are 
with theſe ſentiments, we neither poſſeſſed power nor legal 


competence to interpoſe for the protection of an individual, fuf- 


fering even under the moſt unjuſt perſecution, We cannot, 
therefore, gel ourſelves blameable for inaction in caſes of which 
the particulars were never laid before us; and in which it might 


have been perhaps impolfible, and PRs improper, tor us to 


have intertered. 
« We 


J 


— 


US. | 
et We do not think it neceſſary to make any particular remarks 
on thoſe publications which you have put forth. We are not 


Called upon to pronounce any judgment on the publications of 


individuals or ſocieties; and however we may lament the griev- 


ances of which ſome of your publications complain, cur efforts 


muſt neceſſarily be limited to the object of our inſtitution, the 


creation of an organ to ſpeak the public voice in legiſlation. 


« We cannot help exprefling ſome ſurprize at the information 
that ſocieties in different parts of the kingdom, who were ſolici- 
tous avout the nature and extent of our plans of Reform, initead 
of expreſſing ſuch ſolicitude to ourſelves, ſhould have choſen tae 
indirect and circuitous channel of any other Society, Had they 
applied to the Friends of the People directly, they would aſ- 
ſuredly have received every information compatible with the 
prudence, and with a due regard to the ſucces of our com- 
mon cauſe. | | | | 

« On the ſubject of your correſpondence with the Nationa 
Convention of France, we freely communicated: to you an opi= 
nion in our lait letter. We lee no reaſon to change the ſenti- 


ments which we then expreſſed on the prudence and tendency of 


that meaſure ; {er though we not only „acknowledge, but 
avow with pride, „ that to wiſh ſucceſs to the cauſe of Freedom 
is congenial to the heart of a Briton,” yet we cannot think that 
men engaged in ſo momentous a cauſe as that of Parliamentary 
Reform are entitled to. make public declarations, even of their 
molt virtuous ſentiments in any manner which may injure that 
cauſe, ſerve the purpoſes, and ſtrengthen the pretexts of its ene- 
mies. Far be it from us to treat with ſeverity and rigour evet 

thoſe errors and indiicretions into which men may be betrayed 
by a generous zeal for the cauſe of freedom ; but ſureiy it cam 
not be denied, that the correipendence of ſocieties in this cot 
try with public bodies in France has furnithed the molt ſpecious 
pretences to intereſted men for confounding a virtuous fe bi- 


lity to the intereſts of liberty yn other countries, with: a crimi- 
nal intention to introduce diſorder and civil com motion into our 
own; it is chiefly by the help of this pretext that deſigning men 


have fo ſucceſsfully practiſed on the alarms of the pubiic, aud 


that timid honeſty has been rendered the dupe and the inſtru- 
rent of corruption. But on this ſubject all further remark is 


now become unneceſſary, as every good citizen muſt now e 
himſelf precluded from all political uitercourſe veith France (tor 
a period which we earneitly pray may be very hort) by a war, 
the principle of which we utterly diſapprove ; the inevitable evils 
of which we deeply depjore ; and at the pofſible conſequences 
of which we tremble, | Lo | | 
Among the moit wiſe and 3 friends of liberty there muſt 
of | 5 | OS i; 3 
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ariſe frequent differences of opinion and of conduqt; and theſe 
differences, the natural effect of an independent judgment and 
an independent ſpirit, are perfectly compatible with mutual 
confidence and co-operation. When indecd, deſigning perſons 
avail themſelves of ſuch. differences to ſow diſtruſt, and to inſi- 


nuateè ſuſpicions againſt the characters and intentions of men, 


it is then only that they become pernicious and injurious. 
Againſt pi actices wh ch might produce ſuch a ſpirit of diſunion 
and diſtruſt it is ſurely almoſt unneceſſary to warn the friends 
of liberty at a moment when our enemies are ſo formidable and 
ſo united. | 5 os . 

« They have ſacrificed all inferior intereſts and all former 
differences to their common intereſt in perpetuating abuſes and 
corruptions. Let it not be ſaid, that more generous motives 
have a leſs powerful influence on. the human mind, and that the 


love of liberty is not able to produce that union among her 
friends, which in her enemies has.ariſen from the moſt abject 
and ſordid paſſions, | | 


« It ſeems ſcarce neceſſary to repreſent to the London Cor- 
reſponding Society the peculiar neceſſity of circumſpection and 


moderation, at a moment when the moſt venal indiſcretion of 


the friends of reform is remarked with ſuch malignant watchful- 
neſs, and converted into an argument againſt the cauſe of Re- 
form itſelf. - | | 

« He muſt ſurely either be a ſecret enemy, or an unſafe and 


pernicious friend of that cauſe, who could prompt you to any 


thing that could be conſtrued into indiſcretion, or who would 


labour to ſow diſtruſt among the ſmall number of thoſe who 


now appear in behalf of freedom in England, at a period when 
a perſecution is carried on againſt the friends of Reform at 
home, and a war is commenced, which in its progreſs may 
combine the arms of England with thoſe powers engaged in 


a cruſade againſt the general liberties of Europe. 


& In name and by order of the Committee, 
„ EDdwARD CuRTis, Chairman.“ 
Pireced to Mr. Hard. N 
Q. (To Lauzun—a paper ſhewn him.) You found that at 
c 1 | 
A. Nes; I did. | 
Court. What is that letter? | = 
Mr. GARRO W. It appears to be an anſwer to the laſt. 


(Lhe letter read by the Clerk of the Court.) 


Sin, ä 

« The Committee of the London Correſponding Society 
have, at preſent, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 15th of February, . ; | 5 
| | e ie 


0 


EA 

« With pleaſure we perceive your ſociety not unwilling to 
keep up a correſpondence with us, yet, at the ſame time, we are 
ſorry that you ſhould appear to be burt by the plain queſtions we 
put to you in our laſt to aſk of you what meaſures you mean 
to purſue in a matter which concerns us all, is certainly no ways 
calling upon you to ſurrender up to our ſociety, or even to the 
public at large, your diſcretion—nor can we conceive that a body 
of men having pledged themſelves to the public can be a ſufficjent 
ſecurity to that public. to repoſe implicit confidence in them 
without being made further acquainted with the nature and extent 
of the plan you mean to purſue, in order that we the people may, 
if we approve it, co-operate with you—the extent of your pro- 
poſed reform, we apprehend, is already determined upon, and 
we can diſcover no advantage likely to reſult from its ſecrecy—on 
the contrary, if we are to alk for ourſelves the ſ.me thing which 
our friends mean to ask for us, the latter mult receive their in- 


ſtructions from us, or we muſt be directed by them in eiter 


_ cafe there muſt be no ſecrets. We further conceive, that the per- 


manency of a reform muſt be founded on the acquieſcence of the 


public, who, after maturely deliberating on every thing propoſed, 
ſhall have found your plan the moſt uſe ful and the beſt that could 
poſlibly be laid down,— The buſineſs we are engaged in is of too 
important a nature to admit of a reſerve or diſguiſe.— We will, 
therefore, by the frankneſs of our behaviour, ſhew ourſclves wor- 
thy the friendſhip of a ſociety of honeſt men endeavouring to ſerve 
their country, and plainly tell you, our country correſpondents 
did not defire us to inquire of you what you meant to do, byt 
fairly and bluntly asked us, whe ther we thought you honeſt? he- 
ther we thought you meant to ſcrve a party or the nation? whe= 
ther we imagined you intended a partial or a compleat reform? 
| Addreſſed in this manner to us, and blunt as thoſe queſtions may 
appear, they have nothing in them which can poſlibly offend you, 
the people having always an undoubted right to ſcrutinize the 
character and princi ples of them who call themſelves their friends, 
and as ſuch avow an intention of bringing forward meaſures in 
which we are all ſo deeply intereſted, As to the furniſhing our 
enemies with arms by diſcloſure of our intention, we cannot con- 
ceive that demands founded on conſtitutional rights can loſe any 
of their force by being made public. Reaſon (vires acquirit 
eundo to triumph requires only to be known; and as none of 
the people's demands are founded on fallacy, to take the enemy 
by ſurprize would be unworthy of the pubſie champions, and, 
moreover, perfectly needleſs, when truth and reaſon mult un- 
avoidably bear down all before them without the affiftance 
of guile. 
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ee Under the idea, that were your ſay, * You neither poſſeſſed 
power nor legal eee o imerfere for the protection of an 
individual ſufkering under the moſt unjuſt proſecution,” you al- 
jude to the coſe of our bill ſticker : We. mult beg to ſet you 
right, and to inform you we never, as a ſociety, ſought the in- 
terference of any body omen; on the contrary, we are firmly 
perſuaded, however hard ſuch caſes may bear upon indivi- 
nin they will eventually prove of ſervice to the public, no- 

thing having a greater tendency towards rouſing the country 
from its too prevalent apathy with regard to ſtretch of prero- 
gative and abuſe of power, | 

« As to our addreſs to the F. N. C. we imagine it beft to 
ſay no more about it at preſent, only that if it has furniſhed 
pretexts to defigning men, it has-only faved them the trouble 
of ſeeking excuſes elſewhere; but ſuch men, even without our aid, 
would have been at no loſs; at the ſame time we are apt to balleve | 
the plan for war, It conceivel before then, was by no means ac- 
celerated thercby—intended as preventatives, addreſſes might 
have been effectual if they had been more penerally adopted; | 
the only fault therein, that by a miſtaken idea, the addreſſes gave | 
credit to the nation for a greater degree of energy than it 
really poſſeſſed. We agree with you that unity of ſentiment. 
is ho way incompatible with diverſity of opinion, and that 
the latter is natural to independent minds; with the ſame 
object in view, their mode of purſuing it will undoubtedly 
differ with caution, therefore, we will watch over thoſe who 
with to ſow the ſeeds of unneceſſary diſtruſt among us, and 
will at the fame time take good care that the doctrine of im- 
plicit confidence may not gain ground among us. Full as 
much as yourſelv es we plea id the neceſlity of union among the 
Friends of I iberty, but lament that it is prevented, or at leaſt 
retarded, in many inftances, by the fame thing that promotes 
it among the enemies of Reform, namely, intereſt ; with them 
all their intereſt is for the continuation of abuſes, w hile to ſome 
of us a Reform mult be attended with pecuniary loſs, and many 
others would loſe their employ, their dail.ybread, were it 
known they took an active part :—thus the ſame motive, aſ- 
ſum ng on one ſide the appearance of a virtue gives emulation 
to bad men, and on the other, in its vileſt but moſt natural 
form, ſtays the progreſs of thule who, with the beſt ata, : 
labour to ſive their country. 

« We thank you for your kind and prudent advice, enjoining 
us moderation and diſcretion at this critical moment, when 


every imprudence in the advocate is liable to be rendered preju- 
dicial to tie caulc itſelf,” | 


4th arch, 1793. 
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9 (To 4 paper ſhewon him) Did you find this pa- 
you at Mr, Hardy's? _. 

A. I did. 

©, (7 Grant) I believe you, by buſineſs are a printer. 

A Yes; I am. 

O. Did you, Sir, at any time — or when did you become a 
member of the London Correſponding Society? ; 

A. bout the beginning of the year 1792. 

DS, In which of the divifions of that Society did you be- 
long ? 

I think it was in No 2. 

Where was the meeting of that diviſion held! 5 

At the houſe of Mr, Bell, in F xeter-ftreet. 

Will you be fo good as to name to us ſome perſons who 
frequented thoſe diviſions ? | 

A: There was Maurice Margarot, he was one; Mr. Hardy, 
Mr. Richter, Mr. Murry, and ſeveral others that I do not re- 
collect, and a number of others. I | 

D. in what character was Maurice Margzine! p 

A. He appeared to me to be Preſident of the diviſi on. 

las you applied to at any of thoſe meetings to print any 
paper for thoſe diviſions, or for the ſociety at large? 

A. No, I was not at that time. 

When was you applied to? 

A. About the middle of the year 1792, and at the od of the 
year 1792, 

D. Firſt, we will take the application in th2 middle of the 
year 1792.—By whom was that made to you ? 

By a Mr Gow. | 

9. He was alſo a member. 

4, He was. 

9, Was that made by him in private, or at one of the divi- 
ſion meetings? 
op Upon my word I do know poſitively ; but I know I re- 

fuſed to print ſomething that he ſhewed me. 

9. Did you afterwards print any thing for tne ſociety ? 

4. Yes: 3 I printed a poſting-bill: there was a Mr. &ichter, 
during my abſence, left a manuſcript, I read it over with him, 
and agreed to print it and did print it. 

9. Did you ever ſee Richter at any of thoſe meetings of the 
diviſions to which the priſoner Hardy attended? 

A. Ves. 

: I You fay you undertook to print that which Richter applied 
or. 

A. Ves; 500 copies. 
<; Who paid you for them ? 5 

A. Mr. 


A. Mr. Hardy, the priſoner.) 

Was there any directions given to you as to the time when 
they would be required to be done ? 

A. They were ordered to be done as faſt as poſſible ; ; and 
when they were done, I ordered them to be ſent to Mr. Hardy; ; 
and | imagine my order was complied with. 

2. How ſoon after did you ſee him ? 

A. Two or three * after ** were ſent back again to wy 
houſe, 

. Did he pay you for thoſe you ſent unto him? 

A. Ves. 

Curt. Were you paid before you ordered them to be ent to 
Hardy's, or after? 

: A, After. — They were returned the very ſame day they were 
ſent. 
9. Do you, of your own knowledge, know what became of 
the papers after they came home to your houle * | 
A. They were given by my. warehouſe-man to one e Carter, to 
be put up in the ſtreet. | 

Mr. ERSKINE, Did you ſee it? 

A. No, | 

Mr. BowERs. Did you in point of fat know that any that you 
printed were poſted up in the ſtreets of this town, 

A. | do not know; becaule I never ſee any, to the beſt of 
my recollection. 

©. Did you ever r converſe with 1 reſpeQing thoſe pa- 
pers? f 

A. Ves. | 

Will you be fo + as to tell us what paſt ? 
T Mr. Hardy informed me that Carter had been taken up. 
Lou had given order to deliver things to Carter: was 

they 1 in fact delivered out of your poſſeſſion, after they were re- 
turned from Hardy's? | 

HA. They were. 

After that, Mr. Hardy told you that Carter had been 
taken up. | 


A. He informed meſo; and I my him I had heard that before. ; 


For what? 
a. Putting up the bills in the An 
Where? 
4. In this town. 
Ji. Do you know whether Carter was in priſon, i in fact, for 
reg theſe bills? 
A. I heard ſo; I never ſee him in priſon. 
Q.: Will you be ſo good as to look at this, and tell: us, now 
or Wi is one of the bills that you W ? * 
| A es 


E | 
J. 1 5 "Ws believe this is the very als entical bill: I have no 
doubt about it. 

9. Had you any converſation with Mr. 2255 . d 
any other paper? 

HA. do not recollect. 

©. Did Mr. Hardy lay any thing to you ahout » any other pa- 
per 
4 There was an order came to my houſe; I do not know 
from whom, for one thouſand | large bills, and five een 
ſmall ones. 5 

. What converſation paſſed between you and him on chat! ? 

PA Nothing; but I refuſed-to print them. | 

2. How long did you continue a member of the ſociety af- 
ter you refuſed to print them ? 

A. Infact I had not frequented the ſociety ſome time before 
that; I believe that was in the latter end of November, or be- 
ginning of December, 

. You named Margarot at one : of theſe meetings ; in what 
character did he act? | 

A. As preſident of the delegates. | | 

Qt In what character did the priſoner Hardy act 

A. A ſecretary of the ſociety itſelf. 

Was there any ſecretary to the diviſion? 

do not know expreſsly ; for I only went twice | or . 

times at fartheſt among the delegates. 
Where was it tat he acted at? 

4. At Mr. Bell's, at the diviſion ſociety. 

Court. Was you ever at a meeting of delegates : ? 

A. Yes; once or twice. 

(The bill read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

Addreſs of the London Correſponding Society to the other lo- 
dieties in Great-Britain, united for the obtaining a Reform 
in Parliament. 

« FRIENDS AND FELLOW CounTryMen, 

( Unleſs we are greatly deceived, the time is approaching when 
the object for which we ſrugele i is likely to come within our 
reach. That a nation like Britain ſhould be free, it is re- 
quiſite only that Britons ſhould will it to become ſo that ſuch 
mould be their will, the abuſes of our original conſtitution, 
and the alarms of our ariſtocratic enernies, ſufficiently witneſs, 
Confident in the purity of our motives, and in the juſtice of our 
cauſe, let us meet falſehood with proofs, and hypocriſy with 
plainneſs; let us perſevere in declaring our principles, and miſ- 
repreſentation will meet its due reward—contempt. | 

In this view the artifices of a late ariſtocratic aſſociation, 
ſormed on the 20th inſtant, call for a few remarks, on account 

| "of 
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b GL | 
of the declaration they have publiſhed: relative to other clubs and 


- ſocieties formed in this nation. It is true that this meeting of 
gentlemen! (for ſo they ſtyle themſelves) have mentioned no 


names, inſtanced no facts, quoted no authorities ; but they take 
upon themſelves to- aſſert that bodies of their countrymen have 
been aſſociated, profeſſing opinions fayourable to the Rig of: 


Man, to Liberty and Equality; -and moreoyer, that thoſe opi 0 
nions are conveyed in the terms," No Ning, No Parliament. 80 


much for their aſſertions. 1171717... ³˙·¹1A·¹ T corey; 
<« If this be intended to include the ſocieties to which we re 
ſpectively belong, we here in the moſt ſolemn manner deny the 


latter part of the charge; While, in admitting the former, we 
claim the privilege, and glory in the character of Britons. Who- 
ever ſhall attribute to us the expreſſions of Mo King, No Par- 


liam ent, or any delign | of invading the property of other me ng 


is guilty of awilfuh, an impudent, and a malicious falſehood. - 


* We know and are ſenſible that the wages of every man are 
his right; that difference of ſtrength, of talents, and df induſtry, 
do and ought to afford proportional diſtinctions of property; 


Which, when acquired, and confirmed by the laws, is ſacred and 


inviolable. We defy the moſt flaviſh and malevolent man in the 
meeting of the 20th inſtant to bring the remoteſt proof to the 
contrary, If there be nõ proof, we call upon them to juſtify an 


inſidious calumny, which ſeems invented only to terrify inde- 


pendent Britons from Teclaiming the rightful Conſtitution of 


their country. We admit and we declare, that we are friends to 


civil liberty, and therefore to natural equality, both of which: we 
conſider as the Tights of mankind, Could we believe them to be 
& in direct oppoſition to the laws of this land, we ſhould bluſh 


to find ourſelves among the number of its inhabitants. But we 


are perſuaded that the abuſes of the conſtitution will never paſs 
current for its true principles; ſince we are told in its firſt char- 
ter that all are equal in the fight of the law, which & ſhall neither 
be ſold, nor refuſed, nor delayed to any free'man-whatfoever,”” 
Should it ever happen that © right and juſtice” are oppoſed by 
expence, by refuſal, or by delay, then is this principle of equality 
violated, and we are no longer free men. 
« Such are our notions of thoſe rights which it is boldly main- 


tained, are inconſiſtent with the well-being of ſociety:“ But 


let us not ſuffer men who avow no principles of liberty, whoſe 
favourite cry is inequality of property, to eſtrange others" of 
our countrymen from aiding us in ſerving the community, "and 
trom recovering to the nation that ſhare of its ſovereignty which 
has unhappily been ſacrificed to corrupt couttiers and intrigue- 
ing borough-mongers, _ FF 


E 


] our laws and conſtitution be juſt and wiſe ih their otigin 
and their principle, every deviation from them, as firſt eſtabliſhed, 


muſt be injurious to the people whoſe: perſons and property were 


then ſecured ; if at the revolution this country was adequately 
repreſented, it is 
Reform, | OO 
If it be true that the people of Britain are ſuperior to other 
nations, is it that our taxes are leſs burthenſome ? or that our pro- 
viſions are leſs expenſive? Is it from the vatious productions of 
our ſoil that we are rich? Is it owing to the majority of our 
numbers that we. are ſtrong ?—Certainly not. France has the 
advantage in all theſe reſpects, and up to this period ſhe has 


never been our ſuperior in wealth, in power, in. talents, or in 
virtue. But let us not deceive ourſelves, the difference between 


us and that nation was formerly that our monarchy was limited, 
while their's was abſolute—that the number of our ariſtocracy did 
not equal the thouſandth part of their's—that we had trial by jury, 


while they had none that our perſons were protected by the 


Jaws, while their lives were at the mercy of every titled individual. 


We, therefore, had that to fight for, which to them was unknown 


 —fince we were men, while they were ſlaves. | 
„The ſcene has indeed changed—like our brave anceſtors of 
the laſt century, they have driven out the family that would have 
deſtroyed them; they have ſcattered the mercenaries who invad- 
ed their freedom, and have © broken their chains on the heads 
of their oppreſſors. If, during this conflict with military aſ- 
ſaſſins and domeſtic traitors, cruelty and revenge have ariſen 
among a few inhabitants of the capital, let us lament theſe effects 
of a bloody and tyrannous manifeito, but let us leave to the hy- 
pes pretenders to humanity the taſk of blackening the miſ- 
ortune, and attributing to a whole nation the act of an enraged 
« As we have never yet been caſt ſo low at the foot of deſpo- 
tiſm, ſo it is not requiſite that we ſhould appeal to the ſame aw- 
ful tribunal with our brethren on the continent. May our ene- 
mies be written in ſand, but may our rights be engraven on mar- 
ble! We deſire to overthrow no property but that which has 
been raĩſed on the ruins of our liberty. We look with reverence 
on the landed and commercial intereſts of our country; but we 


view with abhorrence that monopoly of burgage tenures unwar- 


ranted by law or reaſon in this or any other nation in Europe. 


Leet us then continue, with patience and firmneſs, in the path 


which is begun. Let us wait and watch the enſuing ſeſſions of 
Parliament, from whom we have much to hope, and little to fear. 


The Houſe of Commons may have been the ſource of our cala- 


mity, it may prove that of our deliverance. Should it not, a 
„ 1 N trutt 


now lo no longer, and therefore calls atoud for 
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nuf we ſhall not prove unworthy of our forefathers, whoſe exer- 
1 tions in the cauſe of mankind ſo well deſerve our imitation. . 
2 (Signed)  Mavrxice MarGaroT, Chairman. 
London, © 2 1 


OR — —— Secretary.“ 
J c e 
= 2. (To Lauaun. A paper ſhewn him.) Did you find that at 
oy Oo ee Ten ans: 
Et nes (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 7 
It is a draft of a letter from Margarot, directed to William 
8 mage, Shuttle, dated March 4, 199g, -* © 
The London Correſponding Society have at preſent to ac- 
wn w your laſt, and to anſwer more fully your. in 
etter. ASTOR CC 
Wich regard to petitioning Parliament, we are unanimous in 
the opinion, that ſuch a petitivn will not produce a reform; yet 
from many conſiderations we are now perſuaded, that if every 
ſociety in the iſland will ſend forward a petition, we ſhall ulti- 
mately gain ground, foraſmuch as it will force the preſent mem- 
bers of the Senate to repeatedly. diſcuſs the ſubject, and their de- 
| liberations, printed in the different newſpapers, will moſt natu- 
rally awaken the public mind towards the object of our purſuit; 
the nation once informed that a Reform in Parliament is ſought 
for from different quarters, gives riſe to debates in the Houſe of 
Commons, and is acknowledged by every rank to be wanting, 
weill begin to exerciſe their own resſon on the ſubject; arrived 2 
- —— period, we preſume our buſineſs will be nearly accom- | 
n eee ee 3 5 et A eras Yon ver 
T* Let us cloſely follow up our Nottingkam brethren ; let every 
ſociety petition ſeparately ; let every week furniſh a fret peti- 4 
tion, and afford a treſh debate; - we ſeek to open the eyes of the 
public: petitions on our part, and rejections on the part of the 
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1 - miniſtry, will effeQually do it. We therefore highly approve of 
{ your idea, and will ourſelyes follow it up, and recommend it to 
all the other ſocieties we correſpond with; and withal we” re- 
[ . commend to you that no time be loſt in ſo doing. 5 

With you we lament the evils of an imprudent and incenſi- 


= derate war, a war rather eagerly fought for the advancement of 
| nn ends, than carefully deprecated from conſiderations of pub- 
ic good—a conteſt unfavourable to this country, whether either 
France or Deſpotiſm gain the upper hand. We join with you 
in gratitude to thoſe worthy members of either houſe, who have 
endeavoured to avert this national calamity. to whom we have 
likewiſe returned our public thanks. and we remain with fince- 
| rity and affection, = e 1 HEME CAE OTC MIB TIRES) "RY 
3 ER: ON | Your friends and fellow labourer s. 
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8 0 To Labaus. 4 apt ſhown him), Doyou know, this letter ? 
Les, this is one of them I found at Hardy's. _- 
Mr. Bar To ok .) Do you believe that to be the hand Wants of 
r. | | 
3! Ib lieve it is. te 
Read by the Clerk of the Court. «2 


Dated 17th of May, 1793, Thomas Hardy, Secretary, Min 


ſed to Mr. William Skirving. / See page 118 of this work.) 
'B. {To Lauzun... A oper ſherun him. / Do you know this? 
2 Ves, I had it at Hardy s. 

' Read by the Clori of the Court.) 
| Dated 95th of May, 1793. ſigned William Skirving ; to Mr. 

Hardy. / Cee page og of this work. 

_— 'To Lauzun. . A paper ſhewn him. 1 Lock at that letter. 

know it, I. 1 it at Hardy's houſdſe. 

1 (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
2 Sin, oem) 1oth Fune, 1793. 
It is with ſingular ſatisfaction the Committee of the London 
Cortef 2 Society received your letter; they are very glad 
to ſeat 
make no doubt but that the zeal of your Society, and the increa 
of your numbers, will ſoon do away the ſtigma thrown on your 
town by the unjuſtifiable behaviour of a Church and King mob, 
We are entirely of your opinion with regard to the necellity.of 
à general union; and we believe, as you do, that when once the coun- 
try ſhall have ſo united, the Neroes of the day will be forced to yield to 
the juſt demand of a long and fore oppreſſed i 

With pleaſure we accept your pr 
earneſily beg of you to let us hear from your Society by every op- 
portunity. We wiſh likewiſe you would point out to us ſome 
ſafe made of conveyance for ſuch information and publications as we 
may think neceſſaty to be tranſmitted to you. The polt we no 


ways: rely on, as many of our dada have already been inter- 


cepted. 

If any of the members of your Society ſhauld have e 
to viſit this metropolis, we hope vou will not let him come with- 
out a letter from you, and that while they ſtay here they will fre- 
quently Mast at meetings of our ſeveral diviſions, and by thus aſſa- 


ciatinę, commence an union 11 we hope form fa fee ſpread Hſe all 


over Britain. 


% We will not enter into a detail of our grievances ; ; we are 


* 


equally well informed thereon, and all alike thoroughly convinc- 5 


ed that nothing ſhort of Annual Parliaments and Univerſal Suf- 
frage can reſtore to us that degree of civil liberty we are jug. en- 
titled to, &. &.“ - 2 . 8 


f 


Z 2 . | r 


ſpirit of freedom ſpringing up in Birmingham, and they 
"8 


red correſpondence, and 
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h erk 5 1; ede Look 


1 2 70 Hardy's s hou IF | oof 
| I did 5 . *I 75 * F * 3 a , 3 
i 6 (Nad hy the Cet 7 WELL \s 5 2675 wy of ; 
5 Dated 1 June, 1793. fi nod Buck 3 T. 

| «1 SIAIQY« +, - $i: 6 Mn AM, 
From the Political Soojvies of Norich. . 
* lie | 964817 
10 1 lately received. your letter from, Mr. dated. April ; 


2d, which, through multi Pere f. buſineſs, we have emitted 
to ano bo you wil 3 Pied 

our friendly letter, prior Ie that, wherein vou th 22 
e, ; firſts a bh path Majeſty, or to; Barlament, ar a. National 


onvention, and ordered one cur commiltee. 1o- anſwer it ſhould = 


k glad if you will inform me. whether it mas attended 1; gave-my 
nion on the ſubjed to the Conſtitutional Society of Landon, und 
. their ideas congenial to my run, dix. an addreſs. to: the King 
futile; a petition to Parliament {as a_ conquered people} JedtHeratile ; 
a National Convention (if circumſtances. e 65 ally Te 
what anaJarming criſis are we arrived-—the.Junto is ſormed and 
eſtabliſhed, the people become a prey, and (to adopt the phraſe 


of an Hibernian Tpoflate) are treated as the ſwinith multizude, 
except the privilege of fattening. Wars muſt commence at the 


capricę of individuals; people, torn from their houſes to be 
Y butchered; 3, windmills muſt be attacked at the riſk o beipg car- 
 Fied x over and dalhed to atoms; the nation drained of it's ſuſte- 
- Hance to, fiypport a league, &c. &c. &c. many epithets may with 
eat propriety be applied, A ſuch as Fox, Sheridan, 
rey, Erſkine, Lanſdowne, Lauderdale, Stanhope, Paine; rie ſt- 
. Jey, Looke, Wharton, Mackleod, Barlow, Mackintoſh, Cooper, 
_ beſides many who have. ſuffered under the iron . of, & e. and 
Wh n the e have complained, and 2288 ueſted:a re- 
oval of abuſes, they have be in treated. with inſult. Alas! here 
is "te majeſty of ih he people 17 
7 $i. it to center. in ſtars and garters, ; pgs and coſtly apparel, 
e coacl:es, and horſes, with albthe trumpery of puerile 
ee z and were it, not for their accurſed — — ye 
coli 
"toil and ſtary to ſupport it, how we be perſuaded but that 
"there i is a c een. + — owners and 2 


2 WW 


to hold the eo le in;yaſllage, for they eat up the pepple s they 5 
do bread? Fa en of the ariflocragy;and hierarchy;i ig become 


very alarming, for they have abſorbed ang ſwallowed up the-pdo- 
Jer but a rumour is ered from ibe ſouth, and it is terrible:to 


rants—it ſtings their, mind L ——It; it. galls their {el eee 


ab ad b MIC 3 ;1 yi ys teri þ 


* 


the delay. M alſ received 


an indi 9 tbe would ſup- 


ear with it; but when we conſider! how many';ſweat and 
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— ſet the people mould a at their eight, 
Your's, Ko. | H. Buer.“ 
1 Lauzun. A pa Heron races D6'you 1 ms that 
T Sound it at Ware ene 
Mr. Garrow read it; it is an Mien to this laſt N . 
25th Jl July, 1793 z it is directed to Mr. Buckel. er page 123 of . 
this work 
1705 'Adoab haif-patt even; Vir. Ex *. nad: than it as in his 
mind become” neceſſary to pauſe, and to demand of the Counſel 
for the Crown if they had much more evidence to ddduce,” be- 
| cauſe if they had;'it muſt be obviouſly incurnbent on the Court 
to take into their conſideration what courſe they were ready to 
purſue; he was ready to ſay for bimſelf, that'confiftent with that 
julſtice that is due both to the Crown and to the priſoner, he 
Was. willing to go on, and confeſſed that he did not feel himſelf 
—avall fatigued; but if they remained there any length of time; 
and if the evidence on te part of the Cron thould go on to ſuch 
an extent, us it would be almoſt impoſſible for their Lordlhips | 
and che Gentlemen of the Jury to give any ſurther' attention; or 
- if they were able to ſuſtafn that fatigue, their phyſical DWErs 
could 'not endure alſo the time ne cellary-to Heat and W to the 
Nene deen: e eee ee 
be Lend Preſident” obſerved; thit gr Wi how hint way 
of very great importance to the Juſtice of tlie couhtry, and cer- 
->talnly\demanded& confideration! « What is your own Ges, ki as 
1 bought to purlue e pe 
nearly coneluded + X29; eee OE DID 1 5 | 
Were Hibruey General; Not half. 220 OT be od I 
te Lord een | The preſent if ONO] cit (ooh 
arice ; the law and the invariable Practice is, that aſter à 
Jap here degum to hear evidence on a criminal trial, they are 
dt toche divided; and a ſingle inſtance does not decur in a trial 
f this kind of 05 ſuch” ſeparation. Nothing, indeed, could 
| quſtify ſuch a meaftte, bur the moſt clear and iſe neceſſity 3 
bat —.— neceſſity mull de ſo Clear and roles „that the end or 
io faſtice could not be obtained without departing from the 
— F'thifks neceſſity ta exiſt in every caſe, in which it thall 
:5ppear tharthe cafe goes into fuch a lengthy that the attention of 
2 Juty cannot be kept aljve-throughoitt,” without ſome af ſtance, 
"of fome-tefreſhmentz/ and Where, from tat length! of the cauſe, 
they cant have that” affiftziice' from the Cöurt, which, by the 
— Jayy/\they are — rs aud 0 Won neceſſ ity is appa- 
rent in this caſe; I ſhall certain y readily inclinè to enter into a 
- conſideration'of ts queſtion; whether we ooght to adj ens „ and 
in What way it dau be dane, c 2 


1 know : 


e 


I knom, in point of fact, there was an adjournment in one eri - 
mibal caſe, a caſe of mi ſdemeanour; and there has been a doubt 
ſtarted in that caſe, Whether, _ the Court adjourned, the 
Jury were not kept together; but I think there is one circum- 

ſtance that makes it apparent to me, that in truth they could not 
be kept togetlier during the whole of that time, becaule in that 
circumſtance the Court went over an entire day, at two different 
times of hearing that cauſe; and I have no imagination that in a 
eomplete adjournment the Jury could have been kept together all 
that time. I do not know. — I am not ſatisfied myſelt, that in 
ſtrict law there is a clear diſtinction between caſes of allowing a 
Jury to ſeparate in caſes of miſdemeanour, and in caſes 
of à capital offence, and that the rule of law is not general; 
J believe really the law extends to all caſes where a 
Jury is once x wor] There are but few traces on the 
books of this fort. In the 14th-of Henry VII. there was a queſ- 
tion of this fort debated in the Exchequer Chambers, the Jury 
having ſeparated in conſequence of a violent ſtorm, and they al- 
terwards returned again, and delivered their verdict ; and the 
principal doubt then was, whether the whole was not vitiated, 
as one of the Jurymen had received - ſome refreſhment from a 
friend of one of the parties: however, that caſe was never deci- 
ded. I do not know there are any other caſes in which the queſ- 
tion has been much agitated. If the Counſel for the priſoner 
make the application to the Court on the grounds of neceſſity, 
intereſting to the priſoner, and if the proſecutor conſent to that 
application, on ſuch grounds as are proper to influence the judg- 
ment of the Court, it ſeems to me that ſome way or other an 
adjournment ſhould take place. I find no difficulty with regard 
to the Court; the difficulty is with regard to the Jury; regu- 
larly and properly, undoubtedly the Jury oughi to be kept toge- 
ther. ä 3 * 5 
In civil caſes there have been a great number of inſtances 
wherein they could not agree; and it was not uncommon in caſes 
of variance amongft the Jurors, toremove them from one place to 
another; as for example, to bring them to town. But in theſe 
caſes, there was aiways an hoſta] provided for them, and they 
were kept ſeparate from others, under an officer. I have made 
ſome inquiry what might be done, and the Sheriffs, who had 
fore ſeen the poſſibility of the caſe, did propoſe that they would 
endeavour to accommodate the Jury in this houſe, Whether that 
can be done, or whether we ean depart even from that ſtrictneſs, 
which has ever been held as proper in theſe caſes, and ſuffer the 
Jury to depart to their own houſes, on the application of the pri- 
Toner, and the conſent of the proſccutor, taking their word of 
\ honour, that they would have no communication with any body 
« . R 2 N Os On g 


t 3 1 


on the fubject os this trial, is a ating: which I would very 
much with to hear. 4 

Mr. Sheriff Famer faid hu us ee ant he had made the 

beſt proviion har the place would admin; oo dt: e nN 
K. #35 38 

9 Enſtine (aid it would he difficult to bgvre x caſe of more 
delicacy thaw that in which: he ſtood at that moment. Tho charge 
and the evidence againſt the priſoner had been given to the Jury 
When they were freth, their minds atrentive, and their powers in 
vigour; aroly, in in common juſtice, he ought to have the Jury as 
freſh and as capable of giving their attention to his defence ; he 
could have no ckfticulty in faying, that the priſoner at ch bar 
was perfectly fafe in taking the ſole word of honor of each gen- 
_ Hleman of the Jury, that they would net be approached” by — 
man living on the ſubject of this eaſe; he wks fiber if he coul 
not have chat confidence in their honours, he thould have very 
_ inte hope of addreſſing them with ſucceſs in his defence, and he 

was perſuaded that the priſoner at the bay rr hare te thetr 
| Jong penmitted to go home. 
Lem Prefedent. The priſoner muſt ale! it, ĩe muſt come from 
him as an application. 

Mr. Erfliine, With all my heart; 1 certainly adviſe him to 
aſk it, defiring only that the Jury ſhould pledge ſolemnly their 
3 not to converſe with any perſons. on the merits of * 
We G7 25 
Lo Chief Baron Mardonald. The padde chat the gay 
ſhould never ſeparate was, that the Jury ſhould give in their ver- 
dict without any bias on their mind; but after having ſaperinduced 
ſuch a caſe, in which juſtice cannot bedone, that is. when the powers 
of the Jury, or the — or the Witneſſes, poſſibly are ſo ex- 
hauſted, that juſtice cannot be done, the Court mult certainly 
look to the priſoner in this caſe. The only thing I have a doubt 
about, is, whether, if we ate under the abſolute neceſſity of de- 
parting in ſome degree from the ſtrict rule of law, we ſhould de- 
part from it as little as poſſibly could be. 

Mr. Baron Hotham. The ſituation, as Mr. Erſkine obſerves, 
is truly delicate for us all. No Jury cver did feparate; and as 
_ conſequences of the moſt important kind may follow from the 
meaſure, we ought to be careful. If I mult ſpeak my mind, the 
Jury ſhould not ſeparate, particularly as they may be accomm =» 
dated in the houſe. 

Mr: Alderman Newnham ſaid, he edle e a Jury that were 

permitted to go home, pending a trial; he was ſure of it, for he 
converſed with one of them. | 

_ Mr. Sheriff Emer ſaid that __ an matraſſes were provided 

for all the Jury. 
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Lord gi zee Undoubted] 
the meaſi 20215 die, Pod nece 


we ou 
Za 2 
to be ſeparated; tlemen, 555 it is an hard duty, you 
muſt ſubmit to 21 convenience. 


the record, it muſt be all as if one _ 


Mr. gti, Be it ſo, m Lanig I agree to whateves may. 


| beſt ſuit the ends of public j ice. 


It was ſettled, . to adjourn the Court to e ihe ks * 


next morning, and two officers were ſworn to take the Jury to 


the apartments provided for them. Before riſing, 


"Mc, Sale Hated, that the immenſomats gf papens, whichtk - 
taken Mr. Attorney General nine hours to go through, had been 


entirely kept from the priſoners, and from their counſel. They 


had been refuſed a ſight of them by the Privy Council; they had | 
been referred to the Crown, and by the Crown referred to the 
Judges. He thought it ſeaſonable. to ſay now, that when the 


| Counſel for the Crown had gone through the whole, and had laid 
the body of their evidence on the table, he ſhould' requeſt per- 


miſfion for an hour or two to caſt his eye over the enormous maſs . 


before he opened his defence for the priſoner. | 

He truſted that as the priſoner had been deprived of all his 
papers, and as all acceſs had been denied to them ſince, that 
they would not conſider this as a great indulgence. —He had 
no deſire to retard the proceeding. He had not ſhewn any ſuch 


deſire this day, for he had never once interrupted them in tead- 
ing their volumes of papers; all he ſhould require, was to look 
— the books of which his client had been deprived for an hour 


Or two. 1 


After ſome converſation, it was underſtood that uch indulgence | 


wonld be given. 


At ten minutes paſt roelys o'clock. the _ adjourned 1 * 


ſeven in the morning. 


[End of the Firſt Dag. 
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not to firain 
| juſtice would 
dear them out; ww ury can be accommodated, they ought. not 


Erſkine, in making vp 


. | I 105 ] 4 
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© Wibersvar Move, OorokRR 28, 1794. 


1 Cou urt opened exa d at eight O'clocxk. 115 
Preſent, he 'Lord. Chief Juſtice, AF Preſident, the Shad = 


5 — Baron, Mr. Baron Hotham, Mr. Juſtice Buller, and Mt. ir 


e Lauaun. A Paper etun hin.) Nis a7 find that 
. Mr, en 8 papers ? 2, | | 
o, it was found by Mr. Gurnell. 5 : 

9. (To Mr. Gurpel. ) Did you find that among this priſoner's 


1. 1 found this among the papers in Mr. Hardy's poſſeſſon. 
(The letter read by the Clerk of the Curt. | 
Dated Sah of October, 1793. Signed Thomas Hardy; to Mr. 
te Ane, Edinburgh. (See page 126 of this work.) _ 
1 TrqAMAs MACLEAN ſworn. 
2 (4 paper hewsn. him.) Did you find that at Mr. A 5 
found it at Mr. Adams“ 1 
. (To, Grant.) Look at the indorſement, and ſee whether 
you believe this to be the priſoner's wy e „ 
A. I ſeem inclined to think it is. | | = | 
Curt... What is the indorſement ? 
A. The Indorſernent | is, To be returned to «emit on mh 


4 ea . 245 
14 Read by the Clerk of the Cay > 
Edioburgb. Oct. 5.17935 f igned W. Sil Vine, Seren, 555 
„ BROTHER HARD T, 


#, * 


The letter and theſe papers will explain themſelves.” A 1 . 


N a meeting the day this mentions, aud tlie determina- 
row of the aſſociation is univerſal ſuffrages and annual parlia: 
ments; and it was the use deſire and with of that meet- 
ing, that two perſons, i 

cieties in England, as Ages to meet our dear Northern 
friends in the enſuing Convention. I muſt deſire that the with 
of our friends may be complied with, kc. 

« If any perſon could be elected, of ſound principles, and a 
clear underſtanding, ſpeaker, with a large head and a warm 
heart in the cauſe of freedom; having in- view not his own-ag- 
grandiſement, ſuch a delegate wouid be of great ſervice; he muſt 
be here the 29th of this month, as the eee meets on 
that day, and if my poor ſervices can be of ſervice, as the other 
delegate, the London Correſponding Society may command me 
to one their intereſts as far as | am capable. 

hoſe who know me, know I am no ſpeaker, much leſs 
an orator ; but this I ſay, my heart lies in the right place, and 
I hate and abhor all deſpots. 

Jam often w with our friend Muir, bo bears his confine- 
ment with a fortitude of ſoul, inp with the genius of On 

Vo A 2 1 I have 


1 * 


ble, ſhould be ſent from your ſo- 
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T have much to ſay, but I muſt leave off; this letter will be de- 
livered by my ſervant, who mult have à ſpeedy anſwer, becauſe” 
of the approaching meeting here ; every thing I will communicate 
to you from time to time. Wiſhing ſucceſs to all human butchers, 
I remember. you, brother Hardy. © 7 op 4, 
The friends of the people and of a parliamentary reform, 
in their general committee of the laſt meeting in May, unani- 
nouſly reſolved to ſupport the cauſe. which they have eſpouſed, 
© The ſeveral ſocieties are now therefore called upon to meet, 
in their turns, with all convenient ſpeed, for the purpoſe of 
electing and inſtructing their delegates in the next general meet- 
Ing, aſſociated for a general reform, kee. 
„The delegates will therefore come up to this meeting, un- 
Iimited as to the length of it's ſitting, &c. For the friends of 
the people ſeek not thejr own reputation, but the univerſal good 
of all, &c. „ ) 
The aſſociated meetings in Edinburgh will advertiſe their 
Place of meeting in due tim. (Signed) © 
. e | W. SKIRvViNnG. 
Copy for the uſe of the different diviſions of the London 
Correſponding Society. „%%% ny 

Ss q ' Jonn PHIIIT FRANKLOW, aſſiſtant Sec.” 

O. (To William Scott.) Will you tell us where you found 
mar paper? - ( paper forwn mm oo oo EO 
A. It was found among the papers of William Skirving, ſe- 
cretary to the Convention at Edinburgh. g. 
Q. (To Alexander Grant.) Will you tell us whether you be- 
Heve that to be the priſoner's hand-writing? 0H 

A. It is in the fame predicament with the other paper; I 
never ſaw it before. 5 3% ĩ ͤ v 


\ 


$ - 
» 4 


0 | Read by the Clerk of the Court.) Py 
London, OR. 25, 1793, ſigned Thomas Hardy. Addreſſed 
5 bo _ William Skirving, Head of the Horſe Wynd, Edin- 

urgh. | „„ 8 
l Sig, „„ ͤ ĩ V 3 
Acco ding to promiſe, I have this day to acquaint you, that 
we had yeſterday a general meeting of the London Correſponding | 
S>clety, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration your kind 
intention of our ſending two delegates to the Convention at Edin- 
burgh. The ſociety have made {4 of Maurice Margarot and 
Joſeph Gerald, who will be with you ſhortly... For the recital of 
curious incidents attendant on our meetings, I will refer you to % 
the delegates themſelves. Sir, I am your; moſt reſpectful 7x 
iber, nn rate A. 
Lo 2”  ''Trnomas Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly.” 
. (To Scott. A paper ſhewn him.) Tell us where that 10 


D 
4% 


was found. 


* 


1 
| 


charge of public affairs 


where 


14 
4. It was alſo found among Mr. Skirving's papers. 
_.,j Mr, Sight. You, found it yourſelfs ß 
A. I did not; I ſhall explain the way they came-into my 


poſſeſſion: On the 4th of December, the proceedings of the Con- 
vention had attracted the notice of thoſe in Edinburgh that had the 


+ 


Mr. Gibbs. We only want to know whether you ſaw it found. 


A. I did not fee it found. There was a warrant iſſued, and the 


ih pak oth. a from Mr. Skirving's lodgings to the office 
| r. Skirving was, in a bag. 9 5 2 
Curt. Then the firſt time you ſaw any thing of theſe papers 
Was,, when it was produced to the office, brought by a perſon in a 
„ d hs 7 

A. Yes. Fi | | 8 | | 


Mr, Erſkine. That is no evidence. 


* 


Mr. Bower. And Mr. Skirving was preſent when it was 


* 


„ 
Court, He hath proved that a warrant having been iſſued to 


_ apprehend Skirving, there was a ſealsd bag brought to the office, 


and Skirving was, preſent when the ſealed bag was opened. 


©. (To Mr, Grant. A paper ſhawn him. Do you betieve that. 


to be the priſoner's hand- writing ? 
A. Yes, I believe it is. | „5 
55 Do you know any of the others there mentioned ? 
I do not, I never ſaw any of the parties. 


Read by the Clerk of the Court.) | 


Dated “ General Meeting, October the 24th, 1793. Articles of 
Inſtruction given to G 


Edinburgh, for the purpoſe of obtaining a thorough parlia- 


£ 
: * * 


mentary reform. 


« Firſt. He ſhall not on any account depart from the original 


object and principles of this ſociety, namely, the obtaining an- 
nual parliaments and univerſal ſuffrage, by rational and lau ful 


means. 


« Secondly. He is directed to ſupport the opinion that repre- 


 ſentatives'in parliament ought to be paid by their conſtituents. 


„ Thirdly. That the election of ſheriffs ought to be with the 
cooled een e , ot ey 
: « Fourthly. That Juries ought to be choſen by lot. 
4 Fifthly., That active means ought to be uſed to make 


4 


every , with the riglits and duties of a juryman. 


« Sixthly. 

be ſupported. = 3 3 | . 
8 Jene That it is the duty of the people to reſiſt any act of 

parliament, repugnant to . ginal principles of the conſtitution. 
eee e eee | 


That the liberty of the preſs on all occaſions muſt 


X 9 


tructior n itizen Joſeph Gerald, delegate of the 
London Correſponding Society, to the enſuing Convention at 


« Eighthly, 


| s aner both theſe were 


= 188 1 


* E ghehly. - That this ſociety, conſidering all pony unde 
and aiſtinAions as hoſtile to the general welfare of the people, do 
forbid their delegates to aſſume any thing of that nature.. 
4 Ninthly. That the delegates ſhall be panda and frequent 
in their 8 with this ſociety. 
| RichARD Hopeson; Chairman, 
£7 | TRHROMAS HARD, Secretary.“ 
. tf Th Seatt Tw wo Fs e ſhewn him. } What did you 
find thefe? 
A. Theſe are two other pops which were fond 5 in the ſhow 
und at the ſame time, 
{To Mr. Grant. The pupers ſhewn him.) Look at them, | 
| - fee if it is the ſignature of the priſoner? 
A. It is — yy as the _ IE ſaw ahem: 8 
pe firſt paper read by the Clerk of the Court., 
*- Dated 1 8 2700 At a erh Meeting of the Lon- 


- 2 


of Bs Correſponding ſociety, held at Citizen Breillar s, Hackney 


Road. This is to certify, that Maurice -Margarot was this day 
duly elected a delegate to the enſuing Convention to be held 


- -— at Edinburgh, for the purpoſe: of eee e thorough reform 
. f 


in + 76. 5:9-enee and equal repreſentation of Great Britain. 
| RIcHARD HoDGSON; mona," 
-. TroMAs HARD, Secretary.“ 

| 25 The fora paper read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

| Dated Oct. 24, 1799. At a General Meeting of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, held at Citizen Breillat's, Hackney 
Road. This is to certify, that Joſeph Gerald was this day duly 
elected a delegate to repreſent this ſociety in the enſuing Conven- 
tion to be held at Edinburgh, for the purpoſe of obtaining a 
thorough return in Parliament, and neal Repreſiutation of the 
People. ol | RICHARD HopGsoN, Chairman, 

THomas HaRDy, Secretary.” 
9. / To Mr. Bel } Was this found in the fame way ? 
A. Yes, at the ſame time and in the ſame manner. 
. {To Mr. Grant. ) Do you believe's that to be the! he prifaner 8 
hob writing ? . | 
A. Yes, believe it is. „ ooeantal 
| (Read by the Clerk if uh Court. Ts 

i London, Nov. 8, 1793, ſigned I homas Hardy, . addreſſed to 

„„Mr. Margarot and Mr. Gerald, delegates of London. | 

+ FELLOW CITIZENS; _: London, Nov. 8, 1793 
„J dul 0 received your favour of the 4th inſtant, and laid'it be- 
fore the Committee of Delegates Jaft night, who were anxiouſly 
waiting for intelligence from Edinburgh, and were well fatisfied | 
with the agreeable account of the great number and zeal of the 
triends of trecdoim in . hat part of Four letter which 
| mentioned 


* 


I 
4 


Society to meet at. 


teh 


mentioned your viſiring different totvns in Scotland, for pro- 
moting the cauſe—they were pleaſed witch the idea, but 1 


thought that it couſd not be put in practice on account of the ne 


celſary ſupplies, which come in but very Rowly—it is to be men» 


tioned in the different divifions.—We have elected 


ballot) chairman of the committee for the remainder of the 

quarter—we. have alſo appointed a Committee of Conſtitution, 
© ſeparate” from the Committee of Delegates one member is 
choſen from each diviſion to meet oft this night for the firſt time, 
and to be totally unconnected with the Committee of Delegates. 


— We {till increaſe in number and the addreſs to tlie King, to 


put an end to the war, is ordered to be advertiſed to receive ſigna- 


tures—in the Courier, Chronicle, Ayre's Sunday Gazetteer, af- 
terwards by hand- bills, &c. We have opened a corteſpondence 
with a new fociety at ————, I have to inform you of the 


wiſh of the fociety, that you wauld favour them with the number 
of delegates in the convention, and the number from England 


alſo, and how the civil and military power feli ſhes your meeting. 


And that you would fend ſuch a report from the convention as 
_ might _— in the newſpapers in London. Send me an Edin- 
burg 


azetteer, when there is any thing in it of importance. I 
would have ſent you a Courier, but they informed me that they 
ſent ſeveral to the coffee-houſes and taverns in Edinburgh; for that 
reaſon I thought it unneceſſary. I hope to have more time to write 


(o you more fully next time. As Murray ſays the polt is jult go- 
ing off, no more at preſent from | N. Te WE 


10 Addieſſed;: 


_ — car. 


Mx. MarGaRor, and U Delegates from + 
Mx. GERALD, ] London? + 


f 2D. Zo Mr. Grant. A paper ſberun him.) Do you believe 


that paper to be the priſoner's hand writing? A 
A Yes; I believe it is. 24 | 
Nea by the Clerk of the Court.) 7 15 
Dated London, Nov. 15, 1793. Signed Thomas Hardy fecretary, 
and addrefſed to Citizen Margarot, and Citizen Gerald, 
_ delegates. f „ e 
« FELLOW CITIZENS, 


— 


I teceived your official letter of the 5th amd 12th, and 
Maurice Margarot's private letter all in due courſe. At the Com- 
mittee of Delegates laſt night, after hearing the report of different 


delegates, the rapid courſe of new influx, there were ſeveral 
places mentioned for new diviſions of the London Correſponding 


— 


Some have already taken place, others will next week. 


Tour official letter was read and much approved of, and Topics 


* „ 


* 
- 
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of it taken for the uſe of different diviſions. It ſeems to be the 
general wiſh of the different diviſions of the ſociety, for you to 


SF: 


- pillory for a crime too ſhocking to mention, cc. 


* 


I have made the ſituation of Mr. Muir as public as I can. 
I I remain your fellow labourer in the good cauſe, 
E . Thomas Hardy, Secretary.“ 
„H. F. Friend Margarot, I have not been able to do your buſi- 
neſs which you left for me to execute before you left London. 
I have not been able to ſee that Gentleman whom you men- 
tioned in your laſt, neither do I expect that I ſhall this three 
weeks. We ai CCC 


Zo Scott. A paper ſhewn kin.) Were theſe two found in 
the ſame manner? W700 VVT 
A. Yes, in the ſame manner and at the ſame tine. 
D. (To Grant.) Do you believe that to be the priſoner's hand. 
writing? | | dn CS Od nr low OS 
.. -!)... a i Eons 
3 Read by the Clerk of the Gurt] 
London, Nov. 22, 1793. Signed Thomas: Ws Secretary,.. 

addreſſed to Maurice Margarot and Joſeph Gerald, Delegates. 
« 1 duly received your letters of the 12th and 28th inſtant, 
which J laid before the Committee laft night. After reading and. 
deliberating on them maturely, they reſolved that you ſhould, con- 
tinue at your poſt till you hear from me officially, after the next 
meeting of the General Committee of the Delegates ; by that | 
time we may form ſome idea what ſucceſs we are likely to meet 
with; from advertiſements and circular letters, we entertain high. 
hopes of being liberally aſſiſted by the friends of freedom. A 
circular letter was ordered to be ſent to the different Societies in 
England with which we correſpond, inviting them to ſend de- 
legates to Scotland. Your objection to forming a new Conſti- 
tuzion, and your abſence, was not by them reckoned well. It is 
| RS very 
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very polſible' it will not be put in e before your return, 
for it will be maturely inveſtigated by all the diviſions before it 
is agreed to. Von will herewith receive a draft for 127. 125. on 


Sir William Forbes and Co. I will ſend you a few of the En- 


ghar s Rights, with a few other tracts. We have not near 
enough for the orders we have from the country, and our own __ 
_, are nearly out of print. I ſhall direct them to the perfor n to 
| Kin [ directed your letter. I am for the Society,” 15 
„ THomas HARD, 8 0 


p. S. Mr. Froſt is very ill.“ 
9; {To Scott, A Ou Py: him. J This was found i in the 
fame way? _ | 
4. It was. 


. (To Grant.) Look at the eee, and ſee if that i is his 


hand ' writing? 


A. T believe it is. 
{ Read by *. Clerk 17 1 6 Court. 150 


| Dated London, November 29, 1793, ſigned Thomas lay, 


Secretary, addreſſed to Maurice argarot and bar: Ge- 
rald, Delegates, | 

4,3 CITIZENS, | | | 

« T am delired by the herd committee to wehe you ac- 


{4 


Glen with our determination relative to your ſtay in Scotland, 


which is, that you are both to remain at your preſent poſts till 
the Convention adjourn. 'The 12. 125. Jam afraid is miſcarried, 
otherwiſe doubt not you would have acknowledged the receipt, &c. 


« We are highly pleaſed with the propoſals of union with our 


northern brethren, and beg you will uſe every exertion on your 
part to eſtabliſh ſo deſirable an union on a firm and permanent 
baſis ; it gives us great pleaſure and encouragement to hear that 
the ſpirit of liberty is in ſo flouriſhing a ſtate in the north, and I 


am happy to inform you that the ſame noble ſpirit is making a 
rapid progreſs in the ſouth. We are ſorry to hear of your lad 


ſtate of health. __ Tronas HARD, Secretary. 
We have not had any account of the arrival of Mr. Muir, 
though we have uſed every means in our power.” 


1085 (To Gurnell. 4 paper ſhewn Bim.) Tell u us where you found 
3 a 


A. I lun it in Mr. Hardy's s poſſeſſion. © as 
r (The letter read by the Clerk o of the Court. 3 


Dated Edinburgh. Tueſday, December 2, 1793. Steve ber 


' Gerald and Maurice erde een addreiled to 
"Hardy. FASL - 

3 Er | e 

« We received laſt night a letter ente by y you, but written by 


anvclier W e us with the determination, of the 


commitiee, 


1 
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committee, that at the adjourament of the Convention ws 
ſpould return immediately to London;“ this determination we 
will undoubtedly conform unto, unleſs it be (as we hope and 
truſt it will) contradicted in your next; for if the Committee 
abides by it, we, who. by being on the ſpot, and thoroughly ac-, 
quainted with the ſtate of the country, can judge with certainty 
' thereon, do aſſure you that our wmmediate return to Lindon will be 
attended with very bad conſequences, for at preſent all the coun- 
try ſocieties look up tv us to come among them 7o enliven, ts en- 
 eaurage them, to convince them by our prefence, that we exiſt, that we 
have been ſent from England for the purpoſe of union and Riferm, 
end that the time is near at hand when ſuch m—_— muſt take place. 
Nothing, dear friends, muſt force us from Scotland at preſent, 
but the abſolute impoſſibility of bearing the expences attending 
our miſſion, and thoſe expences may be ſomewhat leſſened by re- 
calling one of us, and leaving the other; our Norwich friends 
may likewiſe bear a part of them, ſo that unleſs the funds of the 
ſociety are very low indeed, no excuſe for recal can be valid, un- 
leſs founded on fear; and that we muſt remind you is our concern, 


not your's. While, therefore, the idea of uniting aur ſociety with 


us have your anſwer immediately. 


the whale kingdom of Scotland affords you a pleaſing proſpect, let 
us do every thing in our power te cement that union, and this 
can only be done by a longer reſidence in the country, and by vi- 
ſuing the ſeveral ſocieties that have ſent delegates to Edinburgh, 
and would think themſelves ill uſed if we did not take their town 
in our way. Conſider of it therefore, we beſeech you, and let 

& The convention proceed with great ſpirit. We ſit daily; 
and laſt week we came to a reſolution, which we fancy will giue 
pleaſure i every friend to Reform ; as the minutes are to be print- 
ed, we will, at preſent, only give you the heads of it; vi. 

„That ſhould any attempt be made by government for the 
ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus Bill, the introduction of a Con- 
vention Bill, or the landing of foreign troops in Great Britain or 
Ireland, the delegates are immediately to aſſemble in Convention 


F 


at a certain place, the appointment of which is left with a Secret 
Committee. That when ſeven delegates ſhall be thus afſembled, 


they ſhall declare themſelves permanent; and when their number 
amounts to twenty-one, they ſhall proceed to buſineſs. Thus you 
fee we are providing againſt what may happen. 
„Citizen Gerald's health is ſo far.recovered as not to prevent 
him from fully attending bis duty. We cannot ſay as much of 
Citizen Sinclair, from the Society for Conſtitutional Information; 
he has been confined to his bed ever ſince Saturday with a violent 
Fever and ſore throat; he is ſamewhat better this morning. He 
is a valuable young wan; and, ſhould he die, his loſs would be 


ſeverely 


Io bes 


ſorerely felt ; not indeed by his conſtitvents, who have baſely 
abandoned him, but by all, th- friends of freedom. He is a 


tice, 

fant, acknowledging the. receipt of your letter of the 23d, to- 
gether with a remittance of 121. 125. Our time is fo conſtantly 
employed that we find it abſolutely impoſſible as yet'to write to 
you more than once a week, and even that on no fixed day; 
10 60 80 hours out of the four-and- twenty are devoted to oublic 
u 


neſs, and you may reſt aſſured they are not mis-fpent. We 

are happy to hear that you 'go on as well in the South as we do. 
in the North Letters convey but very imperfectly, and with no 

| 705 degree of ſafety, what we might wifh lo inform each «ther H. 
ou have done us a material injury by neglecting to ſend us a2 
parcel of our publications, and a number of copies of the Jury- 
men's Riglit; pray do not delay them any longer, and among them 
ſome of the letters to Dundas. We ſent you an Edinburgh 
Gazetteer laſt week, we will ſend you another to-morrow ; you | 


will therein fee pait of what has pailed in the Convention. 
We remain moſt ſincerely, Ss 
© Your fellow labourers in the cauſe of Reform, 
% JOSEPH GERALD, Delegate. 
% Mavrice MakrGaAROT, Delegate. 


* M. M. woyld be glad to receive a line from T. H. about | 


private buſineſs of his own.” 8 8 | 
Mr. Bower. My Lord, we now propoſe to proceed to read 
WINES . the Scotch Convention. _ 1 : 


and manner as you have already ſtated? 

A. Yes, it was. | Sf | 

Mr. Erſkine, I confeſs I am not very anxious to ſhut out any 
evidence which the learned Gentlemen for the Crown have yet 
offered for the conſideration of the Jury. Bur as the caſe ſtands 
at 5 the evidence is thus; this ſociety was formed, the ob- 
ject of it's. formation has been read to you in evidence, ſubject to 
ſuch conſtruction as the Gentlemen of ti Jury ſhall be diſpoſed 
to put on it, in connection with all the reſt of the evidence, 


They appoint two Delegates to attend this Edinburgh Conven- 


tion, and your Lordſhips will have the goodneſs alſo to recol- 
let, that the holding of that Convention is not the act charged 


in this record, it only imputes guilt to the defendant now at the 


bar, for being one of thoſe who aſſembled to concert meaſures for 
calling afterwards another convention of the p:ople. We have 
it in evidence recently, becauſe we have all heard it within theſe 
tive minutes, that theſe rwo Gentlemen, who were af poimed to 
5 | „ | repreſent 


2 ey, 0.44» 
whe r * ˖ * * 


ember of our Society, and 'We recommend him to your nο 


vou will before this have received bur laſt of the 26th in- 


. {To Mr. Scott.) Was this paper found in the fame way 2 
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| is charged with no act here of the Edinburgh Convention, he is 
; charged with an act here, which if I could permit myſelf to think 
him tb be guilty of, although I muſt ſtand here to do my duty un- 

queſtionably in defending Rim, yet I ſhould do it in a mannervery 


that wicked compaſſing in his own breaſt at the time that the act 
ERS CET TIE me a | ; 
I admit, that if they can ſhew that any inſtructions were tio 
given to theſe two men who attended this convention, which in- 
ſtructions carry on the face of them, or whether they carry on ſuf 
the face ot them or no, carry any evidence of that wic ed inten- | 
tion in the way which this indictment im utes to him, or any 
thing that approaches towards it, then the Counſel for the Crown 
will be right. I do not make this objection from any appre- 
benſion of the importance of the preſent queſtion.” I have no 
deſire to make captious objections, I think we have already given 
2 1 that we have no wiſh for ſuch a practice. My friend 


*x ® p 1 © d | 2 3} ! 1 
Mr. Gibbs and myſelf have fat in filence while many of theſe pa- 
pers have been read in evidence. Your Lordfhip mult agree, that we 
have given no trouble to the court, nor do I intend to n, 
E | „„ Ceſlary 


| Ei 


Lary trouble to the court; all that I wiſh is, that nothing of 
this ſort ſhould paſs, ſo that the juſt rules of evidence ſhould not 
be done away. I do not know what it is, very probably I am 
waſting my own breath and your Loring. tims, in the objec- 
ion, it may be of no conſequence when I come to hear it, for 
that the thing itſelf may convey no intelligence. But when I 
Rand here not only defending the priſoner's, life, but my own 
life, nay, the life of all the people of England, I mult take care 
that the ſtrict rules of evidence be preſerved inviolate. 
All that I mean to ſay is this; if finally, from the nature and 
quality of the paper, it can be proved that it was ſomething that 
Mc. Hardy was conſonant to; if they can ſhew that the pro- 
ceedings of this Convention in Edinburgh are known to him, 
then my objection falls to the ground in this reſpece.. 
Tord Preſident. I take it for granted, that the Counſel for 
the proſecution, mean to do that, otherwiſe the convention of 
Edinburgh can be nothing to the priſoner. This is the act of a 
body to which this priſoner ſent perſons to act in his name; he 
may object afterwards that they exceeded their commiſſion z 
I. conceive it was a fact perlonal to himſelf, and known 
to him; therefore I think that would be an obſervation: on the 
act; there has been enough ſaid, in my opinion, to prove that the 
evidence ſhould be heard, the application when heard was ano- 
ther thing, I think the evidence ought to be heard, e. 
he evidence was then accordingly read., 


7 . 


Extracts from the Minutes of the General Convention of the 
Friends of the People, held at Edinburgh, and of their Gene- 
ral Committee, convened in conſequence of the arrival of the 
Engliſh Delegates, and of Citizens Hamilton Rowan and 
Simon Butler irom Ireland, as mentioned in the foregoing 
Z HE too | i 
« October 29. 1793. In the firſt day's fitting of the conyen- 
tion, Mr. Calender moved, „That this convention reſolve to 
claim for themſclves and their conſtituents the right of univerſal 
ſuffrage and annual parliaments.” „ ed 
« At the ſame ſitting a letter was read from the four united 
Societies of Ireland. N „ 5 | 
Mr, Skirving read the thanks of the general meeting of the 
Friends, of the People, at the Free Maſon's Tavern, dated Lon- 
don, 18th May 1793, as returned by them to the Convention of 
Delegates. at Edinburgh, for their zeal and activity in the cauſe 
ol Parliamentary Retoxrm. He alſo read a limilar letter from 
Mr. D. Stuart, dated London, 5th October 1793; another, dated 
London, 25th October, 1793, reſpecting che appointment of 
Mellrs. Margarot and Gerald _ „„ 
e on 


— — 


f 


«Mr. Skirving next read a letter from Mr. Binney, ſecretary 


to the Affociation at London, dated F rith-ſtreet, No. 7, October 


16th, 1793. wa; | ; bk NG. 
« Mr. Fe read a letter from the Conſtitutional Society at 


Sheffield, dated the 27th of May 1793, and ſigned — ſe- 


eretary, upon the whole objects of reform in general, containing 
fome humourous remarks on the arguments advanced by the 
enemies of reform, which were received with great approbation, 
— Mr. Skirving next read the printed paper contained in the ſaid 
letter, addreſſed to the unemployed artiſans, &c. of Mancheſter, 
and containing a number of excellent remarks upon the calami- 
ties of war; ſigned— Sidney. VTV . 
« Edinburgh, Nov. 6th, 1793. In the General Committee, 


; Citizen Urquhart in the chair, 1t appears, that a citizen, one of 
the Edinburgh delegates, having moved that the London delegates 
mould ſtate the fituation of their ſocieties, Citizen Mar- 


garot anſwered, That the ſocieties in London were very nu- 
merous, though ſometimes fluctuating. In ſome parts of Eng- 
land whole towns are reformers ; Sheffield, and environs there, 
$0,000.—In Norwich there are thirty ſocieties in one. —If we 
could get a Convention of England and Scotland called, we 


might repreſent {ix or ſeven hundred thouſand males, which is a 


majority of all the adults in the kingdom; and miniſtry would 
not dare to refuſe us our rights.— Citizen Margarot hoped, that 


| recalling their delegates would-{trike terror into their enemies, 


and while we behaved according to the laws of the country, we 


need not be afraid.“ | | h 
Citizen Butler then ſaid, he did not know how far he was 


at Jiberty to ſay any thing, as he was not a delegate ; but he would 


give an account of Ireland: the executive part of the government 


were almoſt omnipotent ; the landed intereſt almoſt ariſtocratic ; 
the manufacturer idle. Laſt parliament was expected to have 
given Ireland emancipation ; however that proſpe& was flatter- 
Ing, a few weeks changed the ſcene.—An infamous coalition took 
place between the oppolition and miniltry ; the Catholics retired 
with what they had got. No longer oppoſed by them, the go- 
vernment turned their oppreſſive meaſures againſt the friends of 
reform. — The united Trithmen were proſecuted; he himſelf had 
experienced {ix menths 1mprifonment.—Belfaſt was declared to 
be in a ſtate of rebellion—though' freedom was not cried up in 
the ſtreets, yet it dwelt in almoſt every heart. Univerſal eman- 


cipation was the meaſure for which he was an advocate, —All 


that he knew of the country was, that the firſt day his friend was 
in Edinburgh he was arreſted, for nothing that he knew, except 
it was for being fo wicked as to come here. — In Scotland they 
yet met in convention; in Ireland the parliament had _ 

= ZE - ; EIS aW 


LJ 
laws againſt it. When a law like that ſhould take place here, 


he was afraid freedom would vaniſh, „„ 
« Mr. Calender faid, that he hoped thoſe that would paſs 
ſuch an act of parliament ſhould be forced to eat it; and hoped. 
that Scotland and England would not ſubmit to it. 2 
„Citizen Gerald ſaid, that he came here armed with t 
power of Delegation —if our neighbour's houſe is on fire, the, 
greater ſhould be our vigilance to prevent. the flames ſeizing our 
-own—a parchment piece of juſtice had been preſented. in Ire- 
land; he hoped that if ever it was paſſed here, we ſhould throw 
it in the face of our oppreſſors. Every thing the people had 
gained had been through Conventions—the Revolution was the 
conſequence of a Convention—the Revolution eſtabliſhed, that 
truſt abuſed was revocable—the Revolution excluded all place 
men and penſioners—do we enjoy any benefit from that act? It 
made miniſters reſponſible—how many bad minifters have we. 
ſeen go down to the grave in peace, and honoured with all the 
tlignities a king can confer! Union would carry our principles 
into execution; a Citizen from Ireland told you, that as ſoon as 
the alarm bell was rung, the oppoſition joined the miniſter ; par- 
ty is ever a bird of prey, and the people their banquet.” . The 
Secretary ſtated to the meeting, that an order had come down for 
removing the convicts, but to what place, or when, it was not 
known: he thought it was to raiſe a tumult by which our Con- 
vention might-be' ſtopped. . | „ 
November 19, 1793. On the firſt cay's ſitting of the Con- 
vention after it was reſumed, Mr. Margarot moved, That 
previous to publiſhing an addreſs to the public, a Committee be 
torthwith appointed to conſider the means, and draw up the out- 
lines of a plan of general union and co-operation between the two 
nations in their conſtitutional purſuit of a thorough parliamentary 
reſorm, which was unanimouſly agreed to. | 5 
The minutes of the ſecondday's ſitting bear, That Citizen 
Gerald vindicated the plan of diviſions, as tending to enable the 
Convention to make up their minds upon the buſineſs to come 
before them. Mr. Margarot vindicated the plan, as tending ta 
ſhorten the buſineſs of the Convention, and inſiſted that the fa- 
miliar intercourſe that would take place in theſe diviſions, would 
be the chief uſe of them. | LIED A. 
Another Delegate ſhewed the neceſſity and importance of 
the plan of organization, and inſiſted that the diviſions were ne: 
ceſſary, and that the lols of a day or two was of no conſideration, 
compared with the magnitude of the object. . 
„Mr. Margarot promiſed, in the name of himfelf-and his 
colleagues from England, that they would grudge no time to ex 
£27, 9, | 1 | _ EcCuts 
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ecute with. propriety the important buſineſs they were 
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The Delegate from Sheffield roſe to remove any remaining 


_ obje&ions that might be madeagainſt the plan. He urged, that 
the grand point in railing'a good ſuper ſtructure was to lay a, goo 


foundation; to do which no time ſhould be grudged ; and ſhewed 
the great utility of the plan in the nomination of Committees. 
And the Convention were accordingly divided into diviſions, 

K. 3444 eee 


and places appointed for their meetings. 
« Mr. Margarot now moved, * That a Committee be appointed 
to conſider of and draw up a proper plan of union between the 
two natiens, according to the reſolution of yeſterday.” ? 
In the ſitting of the 21ſt of November, in conſequence of re- 


ports from the different ſections, a Committee of thirteen was 
choſen to form an union upon Mr. Margarot's plan. Mr. 


Wright, and Mr. Atcheſon, were againſt the motion. Mr. 
Wright faid; that Mr. Muir ſuffered with a magnanimity which 
requireF'Sur adreuration; j 
In the ſame meeting Gerald ſtated, that to honeſt men 
nothing was fo valuable as truth, and that nothing can poſſibly 


tend fo much to the diſcloſure of truth as diſcuſſion and delibera- 


tion. That it was alfo very important that the Committee 
ſhould know as much as poſhble of the public mind, in order 
that they might act in union with it, The Convention then re- 


ſolved itſelf into a Committee upon the motion of Mr. Brown, 
and many valuable hints were thrown out by Citizens Brown, 


&c. Gerald obſerved, that whatever difference of opinion might 


exiſt in theſe walls, we can never f.rget that our friends and our | 


enemies are in common, and that our object is equally the ſame. 
He'took a review of the means we are to uſe in order to ſecure 
our object. He entered ſully into the ſubject of univerſa] ſuffrage 


and annual parliaments, He fully proved the rights of the peo- 
ple to thefe benefits by their ancient conſtitution, He minutely 
inveſtigated the principles of government. He aſſerted, that the 


end of all government is the good of the governed; that if money 
be taken out of his pocket againſt his conſent, it is of little con- 
ſequence whether it be taken by the robber on the heath, or -the 
monarch on the throne, He made many remarks upon the Re- 
volution ſettlement, and the benefits gained. by the Jaſt Revolu- 
tion, and demonſtrated clearly, that they are ni totally taken away. 


He warned the Convention againſt the choice of any other than 
known and plain men like themſelves, men uncentaminated by 


the peſtilential air of courts.” 


«A Delegate from London, during this day's fitting, in abſence 


ne Committee's report reſpeRipg the election ot Preſidents ; . 


E 

of three aſſiſlants, one to go out daily; and teſpecting the coum- 
.cil of the table. He likewiſe propoſed, “ That the whole re- 
ports of the Committee ſhould be delayed till the report was com- 
pleted, and urged as a reaſon for delay, that Lord Daer was em- 
ployed in completing the report of the Commintee.”” “... 
There was acollection, which amounted to 40. 56. 8d. amongſt 
which there were two, bad ſhillings, which left the: balance 
41.35. 8d. The collection at the door amounted to 195, 3d. Moore 
gave 0 Making, in the wWhöler t . Os, 34, ©, on e 
The Fifth Day's Sitting, Convention-Hall, Nov. 23, 1793 
Liliaen Gerald appointed Chüirm an. 
Citizen *** having read the minutes of laſt ſitting, the 
Preſident ſtated, That this morning he had received a letter from 
our friends in Norwich, who deſired him to inform the Conveu- 


4 » 
. 


tion, that they remained ſteady in the cauſe, and had nominated 


Citizen Margarot their Delegate, and that they would contri- 


bute their ſhare of the expences —_— the Conventions, Mr. 


Mlargarot accordingly accepted, of the office, who, congratulated 
tne 

„ During this ſitting, there is the following motion. It was 
moved.“ Ihat from thenceforth the Convention ſhould be ſtyled, 
The Britiſh Comventian of. the Delegates of the People, aſſociated to 
obtain univerſal ſuffrage and annual parliaments ;” agreed to 


unanimouſly. Allo this other, motion, 7 A motion Vas alſo 


* 


Society of Iriſhmen to ſpeak and vote here. 


made for the Convention allowing the members of the United 


1 


7 1 
751 


1 Referred to the Sections.“ 


r 7 0 L £ 171 i T 1 


Citizens ve , who were Country Delegates, requeſted 


leave of abſence, which was granted, upon, condition that they. 
would do their utm}t to ſend Delegates in their place. 
In the fame fitting there are the following motions, vz. 
_ * Motion by Mr, ***, reſpecting dbiding the country ento de- 
partments, and appointing provincial Cinventiens, whereby they may 
become more acquainted with each other's ſentiments. . Tr 
ng ef to the Cammiltee of. Lined ˙ Ä 

4 Motion by **, containing thanks to the movers of the di- 
viſion into claſſes, mentioning the advantages already obtained 
from it, and requeſting a freth ſhufffe. Referred to the Com- 
mittee of Regulations, and agreed that the members of Societies 
in Edinburgh join the ſections“ and this day's ſederunt cloies 


as follows: “ The Preſident warned the ſections to meet as full 


as poſſible on Monday.“ 


% 
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« Citizen ***'s motion, relative to admitting the members of, 


the United Society of Itilhmen to ſpeak, andyote in dis Conse r. 
PITT e Otel nnn tion, 


onvention upon the acceſſion of ſuch; a great number of 


+ 
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tion, came forward for diſcuſſion, when Citizens —.— 
—. — fpoke upom it, and agreed to and guaranteed by 4 


ſolemn joining of hands —it being fellowed by a motion for 
tranſmitting the above reſolution to Citizen Archibald Hamilton 


Rowan, which was paſſed — 
Secretary Skirving ſtated; that lie had juſt nowy rovelret five 


4 Hiltings from an unknown had, for the 5 of the Convention. 
Honourable mention in the minutes was ordered to de made 'of 


4 LOS 


this patriotic donation. | 


Ne was mnads by ve. Se, reſpegting the "aps 


pointment of an interim Committee at the end of every Conyen- 
tion, to call together the Delegates on extraordinary emergencies. 
2d. 35. 104d. was collected on this day. 

At the clofe of this meeting, the Convention being divided 
250 ſections, Mr. Gartley moved, . That the motions ſhould 
de laid before the ſections, and deſired the council of the table W 
condeſcend on theſe that were to be firſt diſcuſſed. | - 


wk "overly Day's Sitting, November 26, 1793. Citizen Matthew | 


Campbell Brown in the Chair. 


1 Having ene the meeting by prayer, Citizen Sin 


clair was elected Chairman. 
« After debate, an original motion was referred to the Com. 


mittee of Finance. 
«© Ordered, That the Convention ſhall cauſe a regular ſet of 


om to be kept for the infertion of minutes, motions, and 
n gs; a book of Finance, &c. to be at all times 
Ae to the infpection of an intermediate Committee. That 


it be recommended to the different ſocieties to copy the bill of 
r'ghts into their minute books, as a baſis for their proceedir 

and as a memento to every good citizen, that they were 4 71 

what the conſtitution avows and admits, in order to prevent im- 


poſſible conſtructions from being put upon their onde as 


friends to reform. 

All theſe motions were ordered to he over to beco fide 

the ſections. iy 
The collection abet to tl. 15; 9d. 


„ Eighth Day's Sitting. Edinborgh, Nov: 27. J 1 i i, | 


Citizen Mealmaker in the Chair. 

Mr. s motion being taken under eee, 
ON rh on were propoſed by Citizens # # # #*, | 

Mr. Margarot pled for adopting Mr. motion; 
but thought it would be more advantageous to oſtpone oY. 
it till the concluſion of the Convention's buſindfs. 
Moved by Mr. Margaror, that a Committee, conſiſting "of 


the mover, ſeconder, and thoſe who had moved for wende 5 
's motion, be appointed to draw up a motion 
from the whole, that may probably meet the ideas of the whole 


of Mr. —— 


Con- 
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the motion; and 3dly, on Mr. Margarot's motion.“ Agreed.— Do 
The ſenſe of the houſe being taken on the firſt, it was carried | 
unanimouſly, to adopt the motion as to the ſpirit of it. On theand, | 
it was carried by a great majority, not to adopt the motion as ſo 
worded, And 3dly, it was reſolved, that the ſaid motion, and all 
N AY be referred as above. The collection amounted to 
H. FFV n 
© Convention-Hall, Nov. 28, 1793, Ninth Day's Sitting. 
„ Citizen * * 4 in the Chair. ay 
. Citizen *** read the amendment upon Citizen ——'3 
motion, as agreed upon by the Committee; and it was agreed, 
that the heul ſhould reſolve itſelf into a commitiee for it's ma- 
ture conſideration,” In the courſe of the converſation Citizen 
* *r gave a hiſtory of the Habeas Corpus At. After an excel- 
len difculhon of the queſtion, pertinent remarks, and amend- 
ments, the Convention was reſumed, and the whole, as amended, | 
being read over, the members ſtood up on their feet, and paſſed the | 
reſolution unanimouſly, as follows. . . | 


Convention. After ſome converſation, it was * ue, es | 
the motion of Mr. —— that the vote of the houle be put; 1ſt, 1 
on the ſpirit of Mr. —'s motion; 2dly, on the words of 1% 


(Here a blank is left in the minutes, as mentioned in the repart.). | | 
After the {aid reſolution was agreed to, and ſolemnly approved | 
of as above, the minutes import, That Citizen Gerald, in an 1 
_ energetic. and animated ſpeech, addreſſed the meeting, and ex- — 
preſſed his happineſs at the motion paſſed; and expoled the act iy 
of the Iriſh Parliament, called a Convention Bill—and Citizen 75 
** followed him in a manly ſpeech, and proved the influence 
ol the executive government over the parliament,” “.. Ee? 4 
„ Citizen Margarot read and propoſed the following motion: | 
That a Secret ee of three, with the ſecretary, be ap- | 
pointed to determine the place where ſuch Convention of emer- | 
gency. thall meet; that ſuch place ſhall remain a ſecret with them, 
and with the Secretary of this Convention; and that each de- 
legate ſhall, at the breaking up of. the preſent ſeſſion, be intraſted 
with a ſealed letter, containing the name of the place. of meet- 
ing; that this letter ſhall be delivered unopened. 19 his conſti- 
tuents, the receipt of which ſhall be acknowledged by a letter to 
the Secretary, preſerved in the fame ſtate until the period ſhall 
arrive.at which it ſhall be deemed neceſſary for the Delegates to | 
ſer off. This motion, was ſeconded. by ** *, and the ſame paſſed | 
unanimouſly, Accordingly the following. Citizens were appoint- | 
ed ee ee eee e viz. Margarot, ——, 
with the Secretary; and they were requeſted to deviſe the belt 
poſſible means of conveying this intimation to thoſe Societies | | 
dg 02-1 tek ag ons WY ents hos + x 0... | 
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whoſe views are the ſame with ours, but may not have Delegates. 
at this time. 3 0 3 tant 
The minutes of this day's ſitting e 


lofe with a variety of mo: 
tions; and amongſt others the following, by Citizen ——, and 
ſeconded by Citizen ——, That a fund be raiſed by ſubſeription 
for defray ing the expence of ſmall patriotic publications, to be 
diſtributed in the Highlands. - Every publication ſhall bear the 
figure of a Highland Man in full dreſs, with target and broad 
ſword, to attract the attention of. Highlandmen. No publication 
to coſt more than half a e 0 
By Citizen —-, “ That a Committee be appointed to draw. 
up a declaration of the natural, unalienable, and unpreſcriptible 
Rights of Man; and that the ſame be prefixed to an Addreſs 10 
he People of Great Britain... 
Andes That a Committee of Obſervation be appointed in 
London, to give the earlieſt intimation of any motion of the kind 
mentioned in the foregoing reſolution to the different Societies. 
0 Convention- Hall, Firſt Year of the Britiſh - Convention, 
Nov. 29, Anno Domini 1793. Tenth Day's Sitting. Citizen 
Nannen n Am 
Citizen Margarot gave in the Report of the Committee of 
Regulations; which was ordered to be printed, and copies to be 
given in to the gection on Monday, for their conſideration.. 
The Secretary read ——'s motion for a Committee of Obſer-. 
vation to be appointed in London. Citizen Margarot ſtared; 
FTbat there was no occaſion for a Committee ot that nature, in 
London, as there were ſeveral thoutands- of people in that city 
upon the ook out. It was accordingly agreed, That: the Cuven- 
tion ſhould requeſt the London Committee of Correſpondence to give the 
earleft intelligence of what paſſed in Parhaments , b $yugs! 
A letter trom a friend, &c. v hich kadibeen trauſmitted to 
A. Scott, of the Gazetteer, was read, containipg patrivtic Jenti- 


r 


ments, and tWo gnineas; and Citizen Taylor preſeiſted a guinea 
from another Citizen, whoſe name he was not at liberty to men- 
tion. It was ſtated by the Secretary, that a citizen ſrom London 
was-prefent, who was 10 give 51: 5s. to the Convention, when 
collection ſhould be made for enlightening the Highlafderst 
The thanks of the houſe were unanimouſly given to the before 
mentioned patriots for their donatio nns. 
ii oe Fleventh' Day?: s Sitting. Nov. Janz / ie 
The Secretary read q motion, that a Cummuiee be appoint- 
ed to reviſe eacti days minutes immecdliateſy on the riſing f ihe 
Convention, for the“ purpoſe of ſending them to the preſs, 40 
make efcalter a daily bulletin of the fame. The queſtion be- 
ing put, the motion paſſed unanimouſly, — | 
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« Citizen 


— 


L 23 } 


« Citizen « 


members; "which with amendinents, as in the motion ideth, paſſed 
unanimouſly. 


The Scbretary read a motion for publiſhing the natural, un- g 


r and unpreſcriptible Rights of Man, which was order- 
eck tobe given to the Committee of Union. 
t, Was moved, I har Captain - ſhould report ſome. cit- 
cuinſtances to the Convemion; for which purpoſe the houſe re- 


ſdived itſelf 'into' a Committee, when he read-an account of the 
trial and ſentence of D. Holt, for re-printing the Duke of Rich- 
mond and Mr. Pitt's Reſolution for. a Parliamentary Reform; 


after which, the Chairman being replaced, the Secretary mo- 
ved, That C __ — ſhou Ing be allnoed the honours. of the 
1 
e Cidzen Goa Scrathaven' alu thous vm Hamilton, 
_ requeſted leave of abſence ſhould be granted, and moved, that all 
the Delegates who had left the Convention, ſhould receive letters 
to return immediately, and remain at their poſts until the i impor- 
tant buſineſs which: Was daily introduced ien the Convention 


ſhould be properly diſcuſſed. 
A motion to fine thoſe wiede whe aid not attend their 
SeQions. The order of the day was called ſor. 


A motion for drawing out a; ſcroll of a; petition to parlis; 


went; Which being read, 20198 order of the: day wer moved n 4 


nN 
< + Monday, December 2, 17 TY Firſt Year of the Britiſh Con- 


vention. Twentieth. : Day's Sitting. Citizen —— in the 
Chair, and Citizen — and —— Aſſiſtants at the Table.“ 
Citizen Skirving iuſiſted that all the members, both of the 
Conmmrive: and Primary Societies, ſhould ſablcride a ſolemn 


age and covenant. 


Citizen Gerald pled for liberty of ſentiment ; ; and compar- . 


ed the people and their enemies, to the worſhippers of the true 


God and of | Baal. He afterwards read ſome paragraphs from the 


Edinbur Herald, with ſuitable comments ; and compared. the 
conſtitution of 1688 to a dead horſe. He fhewed the inſipidity 
of the title Gentleman, and the propriety of the term! Citi», 
zen”. rematked the impropriety of the mode of promulgating 
our laws, by reſtricting them to be ſold by one printer. a d pub- 
liſhed in the Saxon character, which few can read.“ 
Citizen Skirving alſo pled for the motion, and inſiſted that, 
it was proper, on all occaſions, to take the opinion of the Primary 
Societies, an. _— nr en as . Ges a Committee 1 


ie OO | 
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| likewiſe mayed, That no perſon ſhould be 
allowed the honours of the fitting, unleſs recommended by two 
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._ « Citizen Margarot pled in favour of the motion. The ap- 
robation gl ven by the rs thouſands. of their conſtituents in London, 
Sheffield, Norwich, Leeds, &c. 14119901 4% „ „ IV 
« The motion being agreed to, with one diſſentient voice, who 
afterwards acceded, Citizen —— read a ſpifited advertiſement 
From the Nottingham Society, inſerted in a Sheffield newſ- 
a "gp 8 as 3 FE 379; tas 
K b A motion made by Citizen — 
——, That the Convention ſhall paſs ſome reſolutions reſpecting 
the late unprecedented” and unwarantable infringements on the 


* 4 
- f 14 


freedom. of the preſs, particularly the arbitrary ſentence of Judge 


Wilſon againſt Mr. Holt, for reprinting the Duke of Richmond 
and Mr. Pitt's Plan of Reform. | 6 
„ Citizen 


and —— moved, That this Convention take 


under conſideration whether (after the contemptible manner in 


which the late petitions for parliamentary reform were treated) 
they ſhall again petition, for reform, or at what period they 


ſhovlil, recommend the ſame to their conſtituents, Oa this 
day 198. 31d. was collected.“ 1 1 
Dis e FEY 1 


At the Thirteenth Day's Sitting. | 


Citizen, of Sheffield, produced a commiſſion from 


7 113 
40 
0 


the Leeds Conſtitutional Society, appointing him their Delegate 3 


which wah approved of by the Convention. On this day 188. 9d. 
was collected, 103. 5 6 wi ub 


1 


The Minutes of the Fourteenth Day's Sitting are begun and 
entered thus: © Edinburgh, November 4, 1793. Fourteenth 


Sitting of the Britiſh Convention. 


In the above, November is, by miſtake, inſerted in place of 


Y lob 


December. i 
_** Mr. Margarot begged leave to bring in a motion to this 
effect, That the moment of the illegal diſperſion of the preſent 


Convention be conſidered as our ſummons to repair to the place 
of meeting appointed for the Convention of Ret e e 
this 


Secret Committee; and that the ſame motion be conſidere 
cvebing. Leave was accordingly grant eg. 
The Convention then heard the only two motions on their 
table read, which regarded the ſame matter; and it being objected 
to, the bulineſs of theſe motions was to be taken r rn, 
evening; after ſome converſation, it was carried by a vote of the 
houſe to delay further conſideration till to morrow evening. 


Mr. Margarot being prepared to bring forward bis mation above 
mentioned, the fame was taken under. conſideration, and was as 


follows': © 


| . i Ty 377 SW 
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„Moved, That the moment of any illegal diſperſion of the 


= Convention ſhall, be conſidered as a ſummuns to the De- 
"2 $T to ' * 


- 
— 


vention 


5 4 and fronted by Citizen 


repair'to the place of meeting appointed for the Con- 


* 


e of Buievyenh by the Secret Oe; and 5 the 
Secret Committee be inſtructed to proceed, Fithout delay, to fx 
the place of meeting. | 

G Phe! Convention, having con dered the motion fully, un- un- 
;animorifly/ reſolved the fame, and appointed the Secret Committee . 
to proceed as deſired. 

„ Reſolved, that the following declaration, and reſolution be 
inſerted at the end of our minutes. 
ze That this Convention confidering the Talente conſe- 
quences of any act of legiſlatute, which may tend to deprive. the 
Whole or any part of the people of their undoubted right, to meet 
either by'therſelves or by delegates, to diſcuſs any matter rela- 
tive to their common interci{t, whether of a public or private na- 
ture, and holding the ſame to be totally inconſiſtent with the: firſt 

principles and ſafety of ſociety, and alſo ſubverſive of our known 
and acknowledged conſtitutional liberties, do hereby declare, be- 
fore God and the world, that we ſhall follow the wholeſome ex- 
.ample of former times, by paying no regard to any, act we 
ſhall militate againſt the Conſtiiution of our country, and (hall 
continue to aſſemble and conſider of the belt means by Which we 
can accompliſh a real repreſentation of the people, and annys} 
election, until compelled to defift by ſuperior Py LY 

„And we do reſolve, that the firſt notice given for the i intro- 
duction of a Convention Bill, or any bill of a ſimilar ten- 
dency: to har paſſed in Ireland i in the laſt ſeſſions of their Parlia- 

55 Or any bill for the ſuſpenſion of the Habeas Corpus AQ, or 
the act for preventing wrongous impriſonment, and againſt uodye 
delays in trial in North Britain; | 

% Or in caſe of an invaſion; or the ad mi ſſi on of any foreign, | 

whatſoever into Great Britain or Ireland ; _ y 

Allior any one of theſe calamitous circumſtances. hall. be a 
Gena! to the ſeveral delegates to repair to ſuch place as the Secret 
Committee af this Convention ſhall appoint; and the firſt ſeven, 
members {hall have a power to declare the fittings permanent, 
ſhall; conſtitute a Conbention, and twenty-one Proceed, to bug 
beſ&oido good 1 en, 

4 The Opneerition doth therefore reſolve, that each dele een 
immediately- on his return home; do convene his conſtituents, 
explain to them the neceſſity of electing a delegate or delegates, 

and of eſtabliſhing a fund, without delay, againſt any of theſe 
emergencies, for is or their expence; and that they do inſtruct 


the ſax ſaid delegate or delegates to hold themſelves ready to. depart at 
one hour's warning. 

A Delegate from-Glaſgow preſented to the Se&tians; ding. 
the ſittings this Convention,” à motion of the following, 1e 
VaZy 1 (15% | 


* 


of © 


1 28 3 


= The delegate from Glaſgow moves, That the Convention 
by into their conſideration the nature and extent of a refolution 

lopted by their conſtituents, and moſt of the other Societies in 
Scotland, and afterwards ratified and approved of at the General 
Convention held at Edinburgh in December 1792, the import 
of which was, That if any member of their Society aſſociated for 
the purpoſe of obtaining a parliamentary reform, thould, while 


in the legal proſecution of that object, be oppreſſed or perſecuted 


by the arm of power, they ſhould not only meet with the affifts 


_ ance of the Society to which: they belong, but allo Wy the unite 


efforts of all their brethren in Scotland; g 
A Since the above period, however, we ate ſorry to my event 
e no have been perſecuted, and that in a moſt wanton 
— „and the above reſolution (which if duly put in foree 
* humbly apprehend,” have the happy effect of embold- 
A thoſe who have already come forward, and of encouragi 
others WHO have not yet taken any active part to unite their 1 
forts in the general cauſe) has never yet bæen attended to: 


We there fore humbly move, That the Convention nke1 in- 


wcoafiderttion the above particulars, and conſider what meas 
fures may be moſt conducive towards. the performance of the 
obligation we lie under; in conſequetice of that refolution, and 


thereby thew to the world that we are not unmindſul of thoſo 


who have already ſuffered, or way in futgrs (uſer in their coun- 
ey cauſe. | « OY Ot 

1 By Order of the” Delegation, 7 — 

£68 Edinburgh, Oct. 30, 17 eee By 

"9. (Ts Gurnell. A oper ſewn bin) Where ci you find thay 


91 ut 


paper? 3 
4. F found it in Mr. Hardy s poil olſen, — 5 18021 ft, 6119) 
—.— by the Clerk 6 the Court) 1169 03 DSM | 
Flow ITIZEN, © linburgh, Dec. 8, 1793. 


2 We defire that a copy of the incloſed papers be kept by the 
ſociety, and that another copy of them be delivered, without 
delay, to Citizen Martin, in order that he ay Traces. thete+ 

immediately. 619,81 1% 
„ou will already have had confuſed W what has 
— place here for the laſt four days; but on Tuelday next! the 
Edinburgh Gazetteer hal] (if deſpot: fon permit) give you à com- 
plete detail of every thing. The ſociety weill thereby be able 10 
ditcover that ah arrival in Scotland has been productive of great 
advantage to the cauſe, and at the ſame time bas given gre 
alarm t our enemies. We are very much ſurpriaed at tbe re- 
miſſneſs of the ſociety; while we are expoſing our 4ife andili- 
berty, while we are devoting our time and au, exe#tions to their 
{ervice,>while we are incurring! numberleſs experices}-and i af- 


fronting dangers that would ſtagger the moſt hardy of e 
* . 
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while we are doing all this, we are moreover obliged to remind 


chem al it, and that ſupplies are now. become more neceſſary than eur; 


ſateſy the pecuntary exertions of any individual in the ſociety, can 
never be compared to our endeavaurs: Honoured with their conti- 
dence, we find gur ſelves happy in being placed in the front of 
the battle; but let them remeniber that our facrificing ourſelves 
wilt be of little uſe, unleſs they afford us a proper fupport, and 


that moſt immediately. Not daring any longer to truſt to the 


poſt, we fend you all theſe papers in a parcel. You will be ſo 
good as to make us acquainted with their ſafe arrival. Gerald 
wiſhes to get to London as ſoon as poſſible, he will communi. 
cate that which cannot be ſo fully expreſſed by letter; you ma 


conſider this as a private letter, but you may read ſuch parts of ö 


as you think proper to any member of the ſociety, eſpecially 


where it may be productive of good. You will ſee by the inclor 


ſed papers, that pawer has proceeded in a moſt arbitrary manner; 


almoſt all the prominent characters in the Convention have been, 
or are to be apprehended and examined. — Lord Daer will, we 


believe, meet with no greater favour than ourſelves; we under- 


ſtand that there is a warrant out againſt him. As an account of = 
What has happened to us would exceed the bounds of a letter, we 


ns + Thurſday morning, at J o'clock.” 
A ſheriff's officer, followed by five other men, entered out 
bed-room, informed us he had a warrant (which however he te- 
fuſed to ſhew) for apptehendling us, and ſeizing our papers; we 
retnained confined all day, at night we were examined and ad- 
mitted to bail, each in the ſum of -2,000 merks.” OW 


Friday morning, 9 o'clock. Rc, 


We were fent for again without a warrant, for the purpoſe 
of being preſent at the opening of a ſmall trunk, containing out 
papets; but M. M. proteſting againſt the illegality of the whole 
of the proceedings, and reſuſing to give up the key, the fhexiff 
ſubſtitute and the procurator Bic dared to proceed no farther in 

the buhneln“?s?s fil 9f | tc 


* 


Saturday Morning, 9 o'clogk.. 


- 


4 


[V3 4 YOY D445; HH 4 5, 3 ith G 
Two meſſengers came again into our room, with Gerald; 


they left a ſummons to appear at ten o'clock, with M. M. They 
left nothing but a requeſt tio accompany Gerald to the office ; yet, 
witen arrived there, he found that a warrant. was, iſſued againſt. 
him, for the purpoſe of detaining bim a priſoner, while the box 
was opened, and the papers examined. M. M. ſtill perſiſting in 
his refuſal, the key was forced from him, the trunk was, opened, 
the papers examined, and partly reſtored; the erg des 

"73 3 | 8 8 3 ept, 


n 
— 2  ——— ———— _ 


will only juſt give you a ſketch of it, by way of journal, refer, 
ring youu, as we ſaid before, to next Tueſday's Gazetteer. 8 


" " a Hb 5 
— 2a 8 — . * 
—— 4 — — Ä ont woes * N - 


— — —  — 
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kept, and a declaration drawn up, which he was required to "gn, ST 
but refuſed, proteſting againſt the whole of the buſineſs: _Gera 4. * 
however, ſigned what was drawn up in his name, and we wete 
once more liberated ; and ſince then, now already. 24 hours, no 
further perſecution has been comtnenced againſt us. But while 
we, as individuals, were thus harrafſed (Thuriday) the whole of 
the convention were equally ill uſed. Many of them were taken 
into cuſtody ; and when the remainder met, as ufual, the provoſt, | 
attended by his myrmidons, went, and, after pulling —<——-- 
, of Sheffield, out of the chair, ordered the con- 
vention to diſperſe, and informed that he would allow no ſuch 
meetings in future. (Friday) the next day, the convention having 
agreed io meet at another place, out of the juriſdiction of the 
| prope, we bad not been long aſſembled, before the Sheriff, with 


. : 


is myrmidons, appeared among us, and commanded us to de- 
art, after having aſked whether that meeting was the Britiſn 
Convention, and being anſwered in the affirmative. He next en- 
quired who was the preſident ; upon which M. M. having openly 
aſked and obtained leave of the convention, placed himſeif in the 
chair; informed the ſheriff, that he, M. M. was the prefident of 
the Britiſh Convention, and that he would not break up the 
meeting, unleſs unconſtitutionally forced thereunto, by the 
Sheriff's pulling him out of the chair; which the latter (after 
ſome little - heſitation) having complied with, the ex-prefident 
Gerald) was alſo put into the chair, which he would not leave 
but by being pulled out; adjourned the convention to the place 
where it was to become permanent in it's ſitting; and having 
called upon his colleague, Gerald, for to cloſe the meeting with: 
prayer, the company e peaceably, but not without various 
reflections on the proceedings, and thoſe reflections not confined 
merely to the members of the convention, but coming alſo from 
the crowd without doors, and even from the attending conſtables. 
Ahe next day a proclamation was iſſued by the provoſt, forbid- 
ding all aſſembling within the limits of his juriſdiction. We 
know not what will happen; but we venture to 8 that all 
this perſecution will increaſe rather than diminiſh the ardour of 
the people for Reform. The country ſocieties, hearing of this, 
are hourly pouring in freſh delegates.— Want of paper forbids 


my writing any more. Sv pa Y 
„„ Adieu Nose 


. (Te Mr. Gurnell. A paper ſh:wn him.) Tell us where u 
JV | „ 1 
e oe D bang 237 2. 
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De Letter read by the Clerk of the Conrt.) ñ;] 
Edinburgh, 19th of Dec. 1793, ſigned Maurice Margarot, and 
addreſſed to Mr. Thomas Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly. 
- of, FatLow Crrianns;. 4 if} bi - Gone ons. 
« It is impoſſible for us to find time to write to you as we 
ought ; every inſtant we are interrupted, or rather the houſe is not 
free from viſifors from an early hour, until 12 o'clock at night; 
and beſides %e have ſuch a variety of buſineſs on our hands, that 
we-can ſcarce make any progreſs, &c. But as Sinclair will arrive 
as ſoon in time as this letter, he will be able to give you a 
detail, &c. _ TR Ha 1 | FTE 
« Excuſe my entering into a detail at preſent. We are to 
acknowledge your two laſt letters; they came ſafe, but ſlow, 
being deliyered five days after their date. Your firſt gave us a : 
draft for twelve guineas, and the other incloſed a ten pound ba 
note, but they do not clear our expences. We well know how 
heavy the burden is on the ſociety, and we grieve that our former 
ſtate has left us little elſe to offer than our ſervices. - 
* Since Sinclair's departure, nothing new hath occurred, except 
the formation of a ſociety ſomewhere about the Crampion Hills, 
They have already made a ſubſcription towards the Convention. 
« Believe me, Fellow Citizens, Your's unto death, 
V»F a. « MAURICE MARGAROT.” 
F. S. Pray, friend Hardy, did you ſome weeks back receive an 
incloſed letter to Prevett? and did you likewiſe receive the par- 
cels and paper ſent you by the Charlotte, on the 1oth inſtant? 
Have you done any thing with the piece of paper? Have you 
written to Norwich; and have they anſwered you? I have ſent 
the news regularly, but have not received a. ſingle anſwer from 
them. Pray queſtion Sinclair moſt particularly. [bY 
. {Toa Macklean. . A paper ſberun him.) Where did you find 
A. This is a letter of the roth of Jan. that I found in Mr. 
Adams's houſe.  _ 334] VVV 
9.-(To Grant.) Do you believe that to be the priſoner's hand 


* 


writing? 5 


{ Read by the Clerk of the Gurt) 
„ Crrizex Apans, ated the oth of Jan: 1794. 
© The London Correſponding Society begs the Society of Con- 

ſtitutional Information, to accept of - few copies of Maurice 


Magarovh-Ladifument,.. 7 et Oo 
Tous Harvpy, ſecretary.” 


. 8. The London Correſponding Society are to have an an- 
The, PI: ads nuniverſarx 


c 


„ 


Nad 


brd, meeting and grand dinver, at the he- ren in the 


believe this to be his hand writing 


| (The letter wa by the Clerk. 9 | the Caurt— — der fe en. 4 


 -of- this thigh treaſon, between t 
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and, the 20 inſtant.” | 
. (To Grant. A paper fhewn bige) 1 Look (is! 60 3 Wa 


„A. Ves, I believe; 11 
this Mork.) 


. Jams Davipsod, 7 N 5 85 5 
2 1 bebe you are a Printer by buſtneſs ?? 


| Wat you employed at any time to print any numbers of 
e f {a paper ſhrun W ” 8 0 
Was. ; 5 

Wben was you employed ? | 
2 I believe it was the 20th of February fal, 1 think f ſo. „ Te 

Wa : ang, e 


priſoner brought net the. copy. with 
- => manuſcri PE 5 oO 
O. Was any body ü him when he came 1. 3 1 
A Les, there was, but I do not recollect e ee 
_ Were there any more perſons than one e e 
No more than 01 107 3 
What order did. e give you: reſpeRing i it 33 e 
Mr. Erſkine. Is chat evidence? Cn oy * 
We ubmit is 


Mr. Gar row. 
Mr, Erftine. Is it in evidence again, My. Hardy, wlan Mr. 


Thelwall does? 

Mr. Garrow.. I ſubmit. to his. Lordſhi it is the cleareſt 
evidence in the world. We. have bete 4 55 a great 
variety of evidence, much printed muy Written, much by 

apers found in the priſqner's, cuſtoqy at the time of h his appre- 


ſion, a clear connection and ee on, the ſuhje 
be perſon. of Thel wall and 


the priſoner at the bar. We ſubmit with confidence, that all the 
acts againſt Thel wall or other perſons of, their acceſſion. to the 
general plan of conſpiracy, is clear ey ence This, therefore, 
as the act of Thelwall, is hardly worth dufte ing, for we have 
other evidence which brings it cloſe to the priſoner, name] „ the 
. e e s paying for it; Fan we have a right, as we have given 
in proof, that I helwalll and the. Br riſoner were parties in this con- 
| ſpiracy, to ive any evidence. of Tbelwall's. 

Mr. Erſkine.” There is no manner of a dedbt, that as far as 
you can connect perſons a&tin together towards one, pu 75 
which perhaps conſtitutes the bs C6 you JAY, undoubted a In 
telt] 


Rane them together, by evidence ; ; that is not the qt 
have no anxiety on the ſubject ſo far as the fact was only in ig 


fideration here, becauſe it is a printed paper which bath been in 
all o our hands and very well | known ; but it is only that the _ 


w 
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a 
not be embarraſſed in the eourſe of them that makes me 
- Mr, Thelwall gives a manuſcript pa 
printed; what evidence was there that Mr. Hardy had any 


to this witneſs 


ſmare in this? If it could be proved that Mr. Hardy paid for the 


Pan 


ting of the paper, which is not before your Lordſhip; if that 


was before your Lordſhip there might be ſomething like evidence, 


ba 


that he might be implicated in the guilt, if any guilt there was; 
t would your Lordſhip faſten that crime on the priſoner at tlie 
r? But ſurely even then there might be a difference in the qua- 


lity of an act, as applied to both theſe perſpns ; one might be 
much more culpable than the other; the knowing that a pape 
is printed is one thing, and the giving an authority to print it 


is another. Would the bare fact of knowing that this 
per was given to a printer, prove that Mr. Hardy was 
of that crime, ſuppoſing that paper to contain treaſon, whi 


4 
ch 


know eit does not ? Of all the cfimes we have heard of, treaſon 


on ſuch evidence as this. How could this act, taking it to Be 
as deſcribed by the witneſs, be treaſon? It would not be fa even 
if the paper itſelf contained the moſt treaſonable expreflions: it 
might indeed be the miſpriſion of treaſon, if it was proved that 
Mr. Hardy knew it; but miſpriſion of treaſon was not the crime 


for which the priſoner at the bar was indicted; as to the 
itſelf, I am not anxious, 
juſtice. 
Cou 


ape 


i 


I only trouble myſelf about the rul 


. The reſiſtance on one fide, and inſiſting on the other 


ſide, is perfectly premature, the Court not knowing What the 
contents of the paper is; whether it is purely an act of Thelwall, 


or whether it ma 
as yet cannot decide. 
r. Garrow. 


y be evidence '5gainſt | 


t. Hardy, the Court 


inſtrment of the general Hiph Tred- 


ſon charged in this indictment, one ſtage and ſtep being the pub- 
liſhing a paper to incite> the ſubjects of this country to defert - 


| their allegiance from his Majeſty ; it is à paper in furtherance of 


the general conſpiracy, which we ſay, we have given evidence 
that there was à deſign to carry in effect, and we deſire to reddit. - 


If it had been à leiter of Mr. Thelwa 
we ſhould not have inſiſted on it. 
Lor Pnfilint. It is neceſſar 
part of the paper which 
Prefident raus the paper. 
does go to that general object. 
Mr. Gibbs; The arzuments of the 
o to this length, 
W 


f 


y for us, that 8 
hath that tendeney. 
iere is a paſſage 


Is on private concerns, 
nit 
. (The Lord. 
in it which 
counſel fur the proſeeinion 
that ehough this ti) de only againſt» Mr. 
: - overt act in this indiQment- is: that 
N oils <> papers 


what we ſtate it to be. 


( Fre ] 


are to be ſubmitted to the Jury as Mr. Hardy's act. ad. 


MI. Garret. Certainly, it is neceſſary that the Court ſhould 


be appriſed of the quality of the paper, to judge whether this is 
bl Gd l. | , Fhby ſtate to your Lordſhip. a paſſage : 
% You may aſk perhaps (after ſtating the grievances) by-what 
means ſhall we ſeek redreſs; we anſwer, that men in-a:{tate of 


© civilized ſociety are bound to ſeek redreſs of the grievances by 


plunderers, enemies, and oppreſiors. 


the laws, as long as any redreſs can be obtained by the Jaws; but 
our common Maſter whom we ſerve, whoſe law is a lawiot li- 


berty, and whoſe ſervice is perfect freedom, has taught us not to 


expect to gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles. We muſt 
have tedreſs from our own laws, and not from the laws of our 


-x% 
nn 


There is no redreſs for a nation circumſtanced as we are, 


but in a fair, free, and full repreſentation of the people.“ 


Now we alledge that the purport of this conſpiracy; which is 
charged to be High Treaſon on the record, was by force to aſ- 
ſume the powers of Legiſlation, and diſpute the conſtituted au- 


tmhority of the country, as they are at preſent happily conſtituted 


here. | Es ere ef. | 
Now we alledge that the purpoſe of this conſpiracy, which 
is charged to be High Treaſon, was by force to aſſume the 
powers of Legiſlation in deſpite of the conſtituted authority of 
the country, as they at preſent happily ſubſiſt here. 


Mr. Eyſtine. Our objection is on Mr. Hardy; this ns 
e 


given to be printed by Mr. Thelwall, your Lordſhip will diſpo 


of it, as I am not in the leaſt anxious about it. 
Lord Prefident. The paper purported to contain ſome'reſolu- 


tions of a meeting” of the ſociety, it is brought to be printed by 
one of the members of that ſociety, the priſoner himſelf being 2 


member of that ſociety and the ſecretary alſo; they being both 


involved in the proceedings of that ſociety, and this being a 


printed paper produced by one of them, it does ſeem to me in 


the general charge of conſpiracy, that this is an evidence to prove 


dA ciccumſtance in that conſpiracy; whether it will be ſo brought 


— 


* 
* 


$ 


«<-  ©£©, 


home to tae priſoner Hardy, as he ſhould be reſponſible: for the 
guilt of publiſhing it, is another conſideration, but it is a branch 


of conſpiracy; it does ſeem to me, therefore, that the papers 


ſhould be admiſſible. cee og 4: eee ene awe: 
Mr. Garret. (To Davidſan.) What did Thel wall ſay to you 


when he brought you the paptr ?? © 
A. He ald me to print two thouſand, and then ſtop. | ::i'> 


Mr. Erſtine. When did he come to you? 5 


4. The twentieth of Febrüui mw. 
14 25 8 ; 818 . 
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M. Eyſtine. Does your Lordſhip think that all the Cieches⸗ 
that Trg R whhkoſ is proof againſt. Hardy 7/ 
Chun. -W tether it was two A inſand or not, it is of no 
-{ conſequence, it is an act uf publication of this ſociety. "1% | 

Mr. Garrow. .\ (To Davidſon. } Was: did; 1 in gd do with 
them after you puνν,qußeͤd tie? 
to url. It may be an — plot; 13% 
Mr. Erſtine. Then it may apply to every member of the 
N reſponding Socicty. 
Curt. IU inay as to the general eie 


Mr. Garrow:\ (To Davidſon.) How many did you print that 


day ** a 
20, 1. T printed two hundred that day, and went to the Globe 
Tavern; when 1 went tothe Globe Owen + met _ on the 
1Nlatrs/5 {55715 
1 Did you know him before? | HA Ro 0 Ny os 
4 Wis yo you a member of the fociety yourſelf ar BIG 
was. 
2. You: was preſent probably at ſome meetings of — 
A. Les, ſometimes. 
+ Have you ever ſeen Mr. Hardy there? ME 397 wee 7 
Ves. 9 2 
2 In what character did he 20 in the mectings? | 
He acted in character as ſecretary. 


if 


O. When you carried the two hundred there that day tat they 


0 ne you met him on the. faltet by 
A. 1 did. 1 10. 13 Tr ö me 1 
What paſſed Wees you? . 

4 I told him I had brought two Bense Spies of. mi TTY 
-gioris} he deſired me to take them back again and not to diſtri- 
bute one of then; accordingly I did, I went home with thenrand 
returned again to the Globe 1 to dinner. 

| / You fad F ebruary, do you mean January or February? 
Jam not certain, it was the day of the meeting. 


At what time was it you aw Thelwall i in the counſe of - 


tht day 0 et 7 
. At. her one. 18 two Gelenke 4 Mug, 
2. Very well, now ſtay, at what time was 10 92 5 carried the 

two hundred copies to the Globe Taxa Rs 1 ah 


. 


A. Between four and five o'clock. x) 
. You returned home with the two hundped: co Ka the 


1 ion of Mr. Hardy, eee, aan oth Gl 3 | 


to dinner? i voy 09 50105 911 5 . 
13 A. I did. lid Ic 2155 Ar Pen N. *$62 
2. What time was thats TS 
5 ; 4. Pretty 
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J nigh ſix o clock. 
e you N when n theſe refolutions were 
3 fi 


* 


4. No, 1 Was not. Air 
Was it not on "IN day that * e e to 

de read that you delivered them, or was ĩt a month after: 
A. I had the copy on the eighteenth, and delivered two 1 of | 


| dred on the twentieth, 


&. Now look at the paper, and tell us whether it uus 
the firſt month in the year, or whether it was eee 


E © - 
3 — that correct? : ry 
es. 


Do you believe then that you received it on x che eighteenth 
uh anuary, and not on F ee G 
A. I have no doubt about it ? ” 
. When you returned again, was it ton » public dinner or 
rivate dinner of the ſociety? _ £9 
A. A public dinner, every one paid for bein ticket. 4 
785 Was there any Chairman at dinner, did you ſee any body 
In the chair? 
A. 1 I think Thelwall wasin the chair 
Was Mr. Hardy there? © 
. Yes, he was. x | 
9. When you returned to dinner did 4 you carry any copies of 
the Kh vou? 
＋ o, 1 did 1 | MV 
+ What did you do with thoſe copies afterwird? 3 
+ wan was ſent for them to "__ n 


3: The Jobe — VV Cy} 


rom the meeting ? TE 
Yes. 2 1 
> 3 Were they brought 8 b, 
Yes. 7 
> 1 To the meeting? | ee e 
Ves. 4 we. 4 
©. Theſe two hundred copies en e e SN Xe 
* 79 W Nele . 
at was done with them thrief-. eee OE 
= ſaw hg" one of hben A bes 
Ny here did you ſee that: re welt E. - 
Oo y handed it about at the ld. E tr 27k 00S 
2 ow many perſohs might there be aſſembled together at 
that meeting ? 
CLOVE SY: BEI AY + Ec 


7 FE 215 1 
"a 11 1 fugpaſe ed. were about three hundred of thereaboute, 


N 2 near 2s I can gueſs. | | 
Ho late did you ſtay? 9 1 

Till about ten o'clock or derte bop, | 

C2 2a you print any more of thoſe papers at any time A 
es | 5 

2 At that time?: K of b 
A. I cannot be particular to the tim 6 

Were any printed in the courſe of that meek?” 
AJ. I believe a thouſand more. 


2 Me. The order? : | | 
Thelwall's order went n on, 1 a in that 


week one thouſand, and completed it to two thouſand. 
D. What did you do with them when you printed my 
A. I carried a good many of them to Mr. 2 8 
4 What did you do — the reſt? 
A. People _— _ ſome now and then. 


What peo | 
22 Some — — of the London See ey. 
I Did you deliver them as they came for them? 
Yes ; ſome aſked for a dozen or half a een or . 
Had you any other order? 4 
Ves, I printed fix thouſand more. | 
By whoſe order did you print the fix thouſand a 
A. I believe Mr. Hardy gave me the order 0 80 on with 
them till I ſhould · be deſired to ſtop. | 
* Were you ever deſired to ſtop, and when: 
J was deſired, 1 believe, in the monehy of March, 1 oY 


2 Did you g 10 * print ing them, till ths month. of March ? 


| Yes, I then, occaſionally, as 3 * 
wanted. | 
75 How many thouſand might: you print in all „ 
ht thouſand. | wo 5 
7 Who paid you for them? 5 88 by 


are not paid for yet. - 
5 7 = whoſe credit did-you do chem; dd any body, at r 
5 = 1 to pay you for them 2 
| 0 
A. Had you any converſation ind Mr. Hardy about being 
Paid for them? 
4. 1 had no farther ban to put them a he cet of theo 


cy: 


Wh deficnl owtodotha? ng nos 
V y ” —_ 


9 — . F wr . ar eh „8 Eo 
1 9 * „ 1 = n — r ee n e 4 2 2 > = y PW, 
as creo mae Cs, We A AA ˙— m.. 
— =— 1 r ²˙ m CI MED. ao RI . 0 * 0 g 1 


2% 2 a = lb / 2 5 
e eee ART ee 
5 my % 
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t by 2 2 upon every Britiſh I 7 


2 1 216 . : 
4. He, as treaſurer, wngaccountabl 1 ee the de © the 


city paid. - 
Who was? ; 198; 
A. Mr. Hardy. 
2 Didyou you cake the facing debtor forthem? | 
es, I d. ä 
Q. Then 1 have not been paid yet? 
J. No I have not. 


1 Have 7 printed on other occaſions s for the foci? 


— by have. 
aid you for thoſe? 
” Mr, | Hat | 


The paper read by the Chl the: Chur.) 
STE Dia Loan Ste 2 20, Z £8 > 
Cee page 1 38 of this bort. Jo which were added the falling. } | 
« Committee Room, Jan. 23» #794. | 

« Reſolved unanimouſly. 

That a hundred thouſand copies of the addreſs. to the people 5 
of Great Britain and Ireland, voted at the General Meeting. be 
printed and diſtributed by the ſocicty. 

% Reſolved unanimouſly, That the following W drank at 
the anniverſary dinner of the ſociety, be printed at the end of 
the addreſs. 


J. The Rights of Man ; and may Britons never want ppi 


rit to aſſert them. 


&« II. The Britiſh Convention, lately held at Edinburgh ; and 
ſucceſs to the important object it had in view, 

III. Citizen William Skirving charged by the ſentence of | 
the Court of Juſticiary, with the hanour of being the cauſe of 
calling that Convention. | 

„IV. The London Correſponding Society, and other patriotic | 
ſocieties of Great Britain and Fo eland. 

« V. Citizen Maurice Margarot, the codes delegate of 


this ſociety ; and may his manly and patriotic conduct be rewarded 
by the attachment of the people. 7 


« Citizen Gerald then aroſe, and in a ſtream of inſpiring elo- 


quence, pronounced the juſt eulogium of this truly valuable 


citizen, ſo emphatically called by Citizen, Aitchiſon, (one of the 
witneſſes on his trial) the Second Sidney. He concluded with 


wiſhing we 8 rather die the laſt of Britiſh Freemen, than 


live the firſt of 


4 VI. Citizen Joſeph Gerald, the ocher delegate of this * 
ciety, now under perſecution; and may his concluding ſenti- 


« VIL. The 


b. m7 3 


4 VII. The tranſactions at Toulon. May Briton” s remem- 
ber them as they ought, and profit by dear bought exherience. 

„VIII. Citizen Hamilton Rowan, and the other true patriots 
of Ireland; and may the authors of the Conventian-bill kind that 
they have committed a Hl, 

IX. Citiaens Muir and Paier Afay their ſentence be 
| peedily reverſed, and e, be peopled with a colony of 
real criminals. 

„ KX. Succeſs, to che arms of Huub againſt whomſoever 
directed; and confuſion to defhots with whomſoever allied. | 

« XI. All that is good in every conſtitution; and may we 

never be ſuperſtitious enough to reverence in any, that winch 1 18 
good for nothing. 

« XII. Citizen Thomas Paine—May his virtue riſe . 
to calumn and ſuſpicion, and his name ſtill be dear to Britons. 
XIII. Lord eughborough, the Earl of Moira, Sir Gilbert 
| Eli, and the other apoſtates from liberty; and OY. they 

enjoy the profits of their apoſtacy . ſo long as they live...) 
XIV. A ſpeedy and honourable. þeace with the brave | 
| reſiblic 0 France; 

« N + ſtarving g manyfaturers and negleffed heafantry 
of Great Britain and Treland, 

XVI. Citizen Fohn Frofti and a ſpeedy reſtoration of | 
that health which he loſt in the dungeons of N ewgate. |” 
„ XVII. The virtous and /hirited citizens now in, confine- 
ment for matters of chinion; and may we thew Hens by. our 
| conduct that they are not forgotten.” 5 
5 r Where did you ſee John Martin? 15 

T neyer ſee him many times. tos Aut 
Q. Did you never ſee him at any mecting of that fociely? I 

3 Yea; 1 have. ..; 

, Q. Was he there at the ana you, now x have been ſpeaking 

of at the Globe Tavern? 
A. Yes, I ſee him there. 

Q. Was Martin then a 4 Hs = that d 

A,. I cannot ſay; I ſaw him attend the Meeting. 

. Did any body attend but the e on \te ming of | 
the ſociety ? | | 

A. Upon my word I cannot e | 

Upon your oath, did you ever know. of any _—_ 4 
tending the meetings of that ſociety, but. the mann of 5 
Iociet FE 

Wy "here migh: be many that did not belong to the ſociety. 

. Was the buſin is that you was with Ms, Martin 
upon at his a relative to the London Correſponding So- 
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A. It was on the latter part of the toaſts and ſentiments, print- 
/w „%% ᷑EꝓT r ITT OE 
. Be ſo good to let us hear what paſt between you and Mr, 
Martin ? . Jͤ; 8 
A. I told him that I thought there were ſome hard words in 
the reſolutions and in the toaſts. He faid it was all conſtitu- 
 Wonal, and where no danger could arife from it. 
Q. Was that acm 4 18th and 20th, or after the ies; 
; A. Tt was the 21ſt, the firſt day after the meeting, or the 
| lecond. | 6 OY | | * 
© Fury (io Daviſon). Was there any other individuals attended 
this meeting but what were members; recollect your memory, 
and think of it, becauſe you poſitively ſay to the contrary ? 
Court. Did you ever admit viſitors ? FT 
A. Ves; I underſtood that there were tickets to be given at 
the bar to any body that choſe to call for them, and pay for 
wem. . | | | N 
Mr. Garrow. That applies to the dinner at the Globe Ta- 
vern. At the diviſion meeting, if any body choſe to go and aſk 
for a ticket, would he obtain it without . to the ſociety ? 
A. No, not without belonging to the ſociety. | | 


N RICHARD WILLIAMS ſworn. th. 0 

5 Do you know Mr. Thelwall? *' © 

A. Yes. ))!!! es 

L. Are you acquainted with his manner of writing ? 

n e h 
Q. (a fiaſier fhewn him.) Be 4 to look at this, and tell 


— 
© 


me whether you believe that to be his hand-writing ? _ 

A. I believe that ſignature to be his. 5 
Mr. Eine. I object to this evidence. 3 
Mr. Garrow. I now propoſe reading a letter which was 
penned by Mr. Thelwall, who was one of the members of the 
London Correſponding Society. I will ſtate to your Lordfhip 
the ground on which we 'offer it againft the Peiner, Thomas 
Hardy. We have already proved to your Lordſhip, that Mr. 
Ahelwall was not only à member of the London Gortelpond. 
ing Society, but that on the ſubject of theſe reſolutions being 
2 at an anniverſary meeting, he acted us an agent of that 
ociety; and I propoſèe to read this letter of Mr. Thelwall, 
which T Nate to be a furtherance of that act of agency. It 
is a letter which Mr. Thelwall wrote, to a friend of is, 
and it purports to contain ſeveral ſeditious ſongs and toaſts, 
ſtated to have been ſung and compoſed by Mr. Thelwall at 
that meeting (this friend of Mr. Thelwall's was not a mem 
ber of this ſociety, but a private perſon,) we bring this as 
= ſubordinate branch of the conſpiracy which we alladge, _ to 
8 | bring 


'F ai 
bring all the conſtituted authorities of the country into contempt, 
ſo as to mature the public mind for that grand change which 
was the object of the conſpiracy : we contend, that an act of 
Mr. Thetwall's, under theſe circumſtances, is evidence. There 
is another ground —it gives an account of the other affiliated 
ſocieties, as being in great preparation for that grand cataſ- 
trophe, which it was their object to bring about; therefore, this 
letter and this account 
Kann,, . Livy ns. onk 
Mr. Frftine. Mr. Thelwall appears to have been an agent 
for the publication of this addreſs, which turns out to be an act 
of the ſociety, and to have ended in a dinner, at which thoſe 
toaſts were þ undoubtedly ; but the difficulty with me is 
this, they have not yet ſhewn that the ſongs were ſung at that 
meeting; if they had, I ſhould not object to the ſongs being 
read. But I very much doubt whether any account of ſongs 
ven by Mr. Thelwall to a third perſon, can be evidence againfi 
r. Hardy. What an agent does is one thing, and what an 
agent ſays is another thing. An. expreſhon, in which 
another man drives by his own declaration to any particular 
objec, and he makes uſe of any particular expreſſion to expreſs 
his mind by, with regard to that object, cannot, I humbly 
ſubmit to the Court, be evidence againſt the priſoner. Suppoſe 
for a moment that Mr. Thelwall was the agent of Mr. Hardy, 
what evidence was there that the contents of the letter was true ? 
1 own that, in ſome caſes, Mr. Hardy might be bound by Mr, 
 Thelwall's agency; but it does not occur to me, in this inſtance, 
that this can be allowed as evidence againſt Mr. Hardy. 
Mr. Gibbs. We cannot have any anxiety to reſiſt the evi- 
dence now offered ; but if it is received we know not where it 
= end. The charge now is, whether Mr. Hardy hath com- 
paſſed the King's death; and whether he hath done that act 
charged in the inditment as. oyert acts, for this deſign, Now 
with reſpect to that which paſt at the meeting where Mr. Hardy 
was, and with reſpect to any thing that was done by any other 
perſon, directed and inſtructed by Mr. Hardy to do that thing, 
we admit that thoſe things that paſſed in the ſociety in Mr. 
Hardy's preſence, and that which was done by the direction af 
Mr. Hoke” ould be evidence agaipſt him. e 
But we object to this as a letter written 10 Mr. Thelwall, 


* 


and which is not proved that Mr. Hardy ever knew of it, or the 


Contents of it. I confeſs I cannot ſay to What point of the in- 


dictment this letter can be made evidence againſt Mr. Hardy. 
In the firſt place, the three charges are Whether Mr. Hardy 

compaſſed the King's death; whether he committed any act, 

ſtated as the overt act; and, Whether he committed them as in 


that deſign againſt the King's life „ 
Pr 


are receiyable evidence againſt the prix 


[> 
| . 


* 


L 220 J . 
I take it, that a letter written without the knowledge of Mr, 
Hardy, cannot be evidence of his mind with regard to com- 
| paſſing ; with regard to che ovext act, there muſt be "aj ſpe- 
cefical againſt all the priſoners in the indictment. The preſent 
charge is only, whether Mr. Hardy did any of thoſe acts; and 
the declaration of any other man, either by word of mouth or 
by letter, cannot prove it on Mr. Hardy. , © 
Then let us take the profecution of the fact to be a deſign 
on the King's life, eventually; ſurely nothing that is ſaid, writ- 
ten, or done by a Din perfon, without the authority of Mr. 
Hardy, can prove that Mr. Hardy meant to produce an effect 
which is imputed to him, namely, the deſtruction of the King. 
It ſeems to me, that it is impoſſible to ſay that thoſe letters con- 
-duce to pertain to Mr. Hardy on any of thoſe three things that 
are imputed to him in the charge of the indictment, namely, the 
compaſſing the King's death; committing an overt act, or that 
that overt act was directed to proſecute a deſign againſt the 
King's life. I fabmit, that on neither of theſe three grounds is 
this letter, written by Mr. Thelwall, proof againſt Mr. Hardy, 
therefore it ſhould not be received in evidence. „ 
Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. Unto whom is the letter ad- 
A. To a perſon of the name of Bellamy. | 
Mr. Garrow.” It is certainly not in my power to judge of 
the anxiety of my learned friends, of the conſequences of 
Producing this letter, farther than that it is expreſſed by what. 
they ſay. I am ſure they will do me the juſtice to believe, that 
J would not oppoſe any thing that can be fairly aſcribed as argu- 
ment againſt receiving this letter as evidence againſt Mr. Hardy. 
But we contend, that it is fit to be received in evidence, and that 
the facts that this letter relates was done under the agency of 
Mr. Hardy. But we make it evidence in another Way. 1 
not to ſuppoſe that my learned friends can limit the acts of thoſe 
that are at the bar to be done by themſelves, or by their order, 
for we know that if A. or B. ſhould have done one act, that 
thall have before have been proved to be part of the general 
conſpiracy, to be carried into effect by various means and divers 
inſtruments ; it is evidence, becauſe it is fit to receive the 
act of all that are parties in the general cauſe, as a furtherance. 
or the general defipn.'- I 
It is not required to prove in a conſpiracy, becauſe a conſpi- 
rator orders horſes at a particular place, that he meant to go 
there to hire the horſes, but the fact of having done ſo, his ac- 
cethon. to the general purpoſe of the conſpiracy, is ſufficient ; 
limiting it to the ſubject of the conſpiracy, and not extending 
it to the crimes of any other dye or nature, This we humbly - 
edmit before your Lordſhip, coming from whom it may, whe- 
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ther from the party on trial, or from any other, in conſequence 
of orders giving him by any one who. is involved in the ge- 
neral conſpiracy, either before or after, is admiſſible. — 5 
Lord Preſident. I confeſs I have great doubts myſelf, 
whether it is evidence that ought to be admitted. I agree, 
that where ſeveral perſons are concerned in a conſpiracy, 
that all the tranſactions of the conſpiracy. by the different 
parties, may and ought to be given in evidence; and it is 
enough, if the party accuſed can be brought to be privy to 
that general conſpiracy; for if he is ſo proved, eviny lbs 
done by the general party, muſt alſo be ſo imputed to him. 
If I underſtand this caſe, it is nothing more than Mr. Thel- 
wall's account to a private friend, of the part that he had 
taken reſpecting of theſe papers, and his having compoſed 
Tongs; and I remember another paſſage in it, which will be 
very material evidence againſt Thelwall, and my mind thould 
be reſerved until Thelwall's own caſe comes before us. 
T confider this private letter no more than Thelwall's pri- 
vate declaration ; and Thelwall's private declarations does not 
amount to any tranſactions done in furtherance of the plot; 
for it is a mere recital, a bare confeſſion of his, of ſome part 
he had taken. It appears to me, it is not like the evidence that 
was before admitted, of the fact done by Thelwall, of carry- 
ing the paper to the printer, it ſeems to ſtand on a very dif- 
ferent footing ; that was a fact proved againſt a man Which 
{hall bind him, becauſe he is connected with the fact, but this 
is evidence of no fact, and therefore cannot bind him. | 
Mr. Juſtice Buller. There are two things to be conſide 
in cafes of this fort. The firſt is, whether any conſpiracy 
exiſts at all; and, ſecondly, whether the priſoner has been 
„ tos e , 0» 99 
In the firſt place, if the conſpiracy is proved, every thing 
that belongs to that conſpiracy ought to be received in evi- 
dence. Now, if the caſe ſtood on this ground, that Thel- 
wall, one of the confpifators, ſaid, that their object was fo 
and ſo, that would be evidence, and have been admitted in a 
variety of caſes. In Amory and .Puthaſe's caſe, it was ad- 
mitted. The Attorney General ſays, I call the witneſs not to 
ipeak particularly to the priſoner, but. to ſtate what was the 
opinion of the mob. On caſes which have happened 1n our 
oven days, as of Lord George Gordon, the evidence of what dif- 
terent people in the mob had ſaid, thongh he was not there, 
was admitted; and in all the caſes in St. Margaret's Hill, 


the ſame thing was admitted in many inſtances, as ſhewing 


what was the deſign on foot. It is a very diſtinct queſtion, | 
whether the priſoner was to be effected by it. In that light, 
r BL 5. 17 1 3 9 = en 2 5 1 8 wy | 3 as 
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as general evidence, it appears to me to he evidence. But, 
defore it can effect the priſoner, materially, it is neceſſary to 
make out another point; namely, that he conſented to the 
extent that the other did; but when, we , conſider the queſtion 
of the general conſpiracy, any thing that hath been ſaid, may 
be admitted; {till leſs any thing that was written, ought to be 
received as evidence. 33 V 
Mr. Juſtice Groſe. It appears to me, that this is evidence 
of what the parties meant; by what was done at the place 
where both theſe parties were preſent, both members of ane 
ſociety, and profeſſedly concerned in one plan, and fo it is 
very material to hear what either of them ſays reſpecting 
this plan, for there is no doubt about it, but thoſe papers are 
reſpecting this plan; but the intention, the animus with. which 
| theſe people meant to publiſh theſe. papers, muſt be left with 
the Jury. My opinion from the beginning to end is and was, 
that it is evidence. 5 3 „ 
Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. I heartily bring in my 
mind to fall in with my Brother Groſe, on the definition that 
he has laid down, that it may be giving in as evidence, as 
in proof of the furtherance of the conſpiracy; and, I agree, 
that an act done, may be given in evidence; but an act done, 
is different than a mere relation of an act done as given 
to another perſon. I have fo great & doubt about it, that I am 
inclined to reject the receiving it. 185 e 
- Mr. Baron Hotham. I do not think it evidence to be re- 
ceived in this caſe, 1 conſider it only as a mere relation, of 
what hath paſt; which relation, if it is to affect the pri- 
ſoner at the bar, muſt be a 1eal fact, that happened when the 
- priſoner was preſent, of which there is no evidence but what 
is ſtated in this letter, nor is there any proof-that the priſoner 
was preſent. ; „ J — 
The Lord Preſident. After having heard what hath been 
ſaid, I remain of the ſame mind. In the caſe of Lord George 
Gordon, the cry of the mob, at the time, was allowed to 
make a part of the fact of the tranſaction; therefore, that 
evidence was received. I have ſo great a doubt upon it, that 
I prefer abiding by my own opinion. | „„ 
Mr. Solicitor General, I ſpeak merely with a view to what 
— l. lt 
Mr. Erftine. It is time enough when the caſe happens. 
Mr. Gorrow, I am going to offer a letter of Martin's, 
which I ſhall prove to be his hand-writing : it is a letter of 
Martin's to Margarot, after the dinner at the Globe Tavern, 
who was at that time in cuſtody at the Tolbooth, in Edin- 
burgh, having been apprehended as a part of that Britiſh Con- 


vention which the magiſtrates diſperſed. k 


I 
It contains a declaration of univerſal approbation of the 
ronduct of thoſe delegates who had conducted themſelves fo 
in the North; and ſtates other circumſtances, one of which is, 
che manner in which his Majeſty had met his Parliament, as 
alfo the manner in which he is ſtated to be received and in- 
ſulted going through the Park (I offer it as a letter wrote to 
incite them, and encourage them in the general conſpiracy.) 
| Mr. Erſkine. I apprehend that this, on no principles what- 
ever, can be evidence. I ſhall not draw the Court at all in 
the conſtruction of the ſtatute of King Edward the Third at 
this moment. The priſoner is on his General Iſſue; and I 
ſhall addreſs your Lordſhip, and Gentlemen of the Jury, in 
due ſeaſon. This is an indictment for compaſſing and ima- 
gining the death of the King; and to prove which, there are 
overt acts put into the indictment, which are laid as acts done 
in purſuance or in accompliſhment of this firſt intention; or, 
to uſe the language of the indictment, © to: fulfil the trai- 
torous intention, wich the charge on record declares that theſe 
acts were done. Hs e 
It is impoſſible for my learned friend to, go farther. than to 
contend, that by thefe gvert acts they involved themſelves, 
in order to efelh a forcible Tubverſion of government, which 
would finally involve in it the death of the King; and chat, 
therefore, this is an overt act; or, in other words, relativ 
_ evidence to prove the criminal intention, which is the ſubject 
matter of this indictment. But your Lordſhip ought to per- 
mit no other act which decyphers his mind to the Jury, 0 
expreſſions of his own, any thing that he hath done but thoſe 
which points directly to the purpoſe cf this indictment; for 
I hope your Lordſhip will never ceaſe to recollect 1 crime 
charge Wh Nen l. compaſſing and imagining the King's 
death. Having ſaid thus much, let us ſee the danger of al- 
lowing the letter of a man, who is charged equally on this 
record, to be one of the conſpirators with the priſoner at the 
bar. Mr. Martin hath a bill found againſt him; but we, who 
are now counſel for the priſoner, are counſel for him, as hay- 
ny Og with the other perſons, now in Newgate, to ac- 

_ complifh this moſt deteſtable purpoſe, namely, to deſtroy the 
life of the King. Then, as to what this Mr. Martin wrote, 
it cannot even, with the principles of common ſenſe, be con- 
ſidered as Connected with this buſineſs, except as a member of 
the Correſponding Society, which, by the bye, he is not prov- 
elch No 
Mr. Garth. Ves; Daviſon proyed that. 1 
8 Mr. Erfene, We will take him, for argument ſake, to be 


a member of the Correſponding Society, it muſt not E 
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mat it can be given in evidence; for what I want to kno W.18,.. 
upon what principle can you go to affect the priſoner, he- 
ond the proſecution of direct conſpiracy charged on the de- 
endant? But then it ought to be on this Wholeſome ground, 
which we do not ſtand here to contradict, that it ſhould be that 
that can ſhew or decypher the mind of the priſoner. at the 


bar to the Jury, from whence they. can collect, that he in- 


tended the death of the King, this may be evidence againſt him; 
but if what Martin fays is to be brought in evidence againſt 
Mr. Hardy, then, according to that, any man in the Cor- 


: reſponding | Society, which we could have proved had ſpoken 


contemptuouſly of the King, or who had reviled the King, 


Mr. Hardy at the fame time, not ſpeaking of the King, or 


reviling him, it would, I fay, render that man—that innocent 
man, as I have a right to ſtyle him, anſwerable for every. 


wicked thing that any man hath faid, or any man [hath writ- 


£ - E- ” 


ten. With reſpect to the ſubject of the letter, I collect from 


the Attorney General yeſterday, that Mr., Martin writes to 


Mr. Margarot, of a patten having been thrown at the King, 
in St. =_ Park, at his return from is fiarliament, which, 
by the bye, is the language of the law; and if. that expreſ- 
on is at all to be evidence, to decypher the mind of any 
body, it muſt be Mr. Martin's; if not Mr. Martin's, nobody at 
all. I fay, that from all that hath been laid before your 
Lordfhip this day, and yeſterday, the evidence amounts to 
this, that a great number of people have aſſembled, in dif- 
ferent parts of this iſland, all driving to one purpoſe. Your 
Lordſhip will recollect, this does not exiſt in the Correſpond- 
ing Societies alone, or in its members; but, for an accom- 
pliſhment of this purpoſe, they correſpond with Norwich 
they correſpond with Leeds with Edinburgh they correſ- 
pond with all names of the places, that one muſt look into a 
Gazetteer to remember them all. If this letter is ad- 
mitted. According to that, the declaration of every man, and 
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not the declaration of what Mr. Hardy mcant, way be .evi- 


dence againſt Mr. Hardy; and it has not yet been ſtated, that 
the object of all our meetings was to deſtroy the King. But, 


if any intemperate man, drunk or ſober, choſe to make uſe 
of any contemptuous expreſſion of the King, (I do not ſtand 
up here to vindicate them) are they to attach on the defendant * 
IE cafe my ſolemn proteſt againſt this being given as evidence 

.againit Mr. P | L heat 
Preſſion imputed to Mr. Hardy, yeſterday, by the Attorney 
General, which I know does not belong io him. Suppoſing 
any man of all that F de ſay an dran and 
I thin E ; 


Hardy. I muſt needs do ſo, when I heard an ex- 


4 


to Mr. 


85 is that to be imput 
1 5 Hardy 


| (  . 7 __ 
Hardy ? or, ſuppoſe further, a man ſhould take off the froth 
of ſome porter, and ſay thus, I. ſhould like to cut off the 
heads of Kings; though, in the firſt place, ſhould not + 
know” what Kings he meant? But, ſuppoſe any man with 
_ whom Lam connected with in the Society, eſtabliſhed for the 
Reform in Parliament, uſe any intemperate expreſſion, am I 
to be accountable? I know if the papers were laid before 
your Loruſtiſi, there might be expreſſions intemperate - there 
might be expreſſions illegal there might be expreſſions that 
_ ought not to be uſed— and, as far as your Lordſhip could im- 
pute them expreſſions to me, that would be one thing. But, 
good God] what man would enter into ſociety, for any one 
object whatever, if the language of every individual member 
of that ſociety, could be uſed: in evidence againſt any one of 
them ? and I will only aſk, where this is to ſtop ? If you im- 
pute to Mr. Hardy this—if Mr. Martin is to be the decypherer 
of the mind of Mr. Hardy, I muſt alſo call witneſſes to prove 
Mr. Martin's character, and his mind. If then you can go 
to the length of making the contemptuous declaration of Mr. 
Martin againſt the King, to faſten on Mr. Hardy, every 
other man, who meets on another purpoſe, and for another 
end, might even be involved. Is it meant to be gravely ſaid 
here, that perſons meeting together for the accompliſhment of 
a purpoſe, which purpoſe appears by the evidence to be what 
I have now heard, are all to be involved in the expreſſions of 
a ſingle man? But ſhall we ſay, that the priſoner at the bar, 
who. ſtands accuſed of marr” the death of the King, that 
every thing that is done in his preſence, or ſaid in his pre- 
ſence, to which he may be ſuppoſed to affent, ſhall be im- 
puted to him, becauſe he is continually meeting the ſame per- 
{ons again afterwards? If Mr. Martin had faid this in the 
preſence of Mr. Hardy, and afterward Mr. Hardy meeting 
with Mr. Martin, had agreed to the expreſſions, ſo far I will 
admit it might be ſaid to be evidence againſt Mr. Hardy, but 
not on the ground on which they „ 
Mr. Garrow. When I ſhall have proof of the hand-wri- 
ting, T mean to read it as a letter addreſſed to Margarot, the 
miſſionary of this Society. | | „ 
„ t was net found at Margarot s. 
Mr. Er/tine. If it had been written to. Hardy himſelf, it is 
not evidence. I cannot help _ man writing to me. 
really wiſh the Court would conſider it, in order to ſee the 
extent in which this buſineſs is opened. We are now far ad- 
| vanced in this fecond day, on an indictment for. compaſſing 
the King's death; and f your Lordſhip looks through the 
State Trials, from the e of our hiſtory to the prefent 
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mer 6d will nd it Was nevef neceffarp to have recourſe 
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to the expedient that was gone into laſt night; never, I fäy 
never. Once in the caſe of Elizabeth Cannon it was done, 
am now told. e e B61 77 815 1 . - els die 
If. chis method of evidence is to be gone into, I proteſt Ide 


not know where it is to end. If this letter of Mr. Martin's s 


to be read, Mr. Martin of courſe muſt be allowed to-exphain 
it, and perſons muſt be brought to ſuſtain him in His expla- 
nation. Shall I, in my turn, be allowed to produce letters of 
all that Society? Certainly not. It would be abſurd” and 
fooliſh to expect it; therefore, on every principle of the law, 
and on every principle of juſtice, I object to Mr. Martm's 
letter being read,” unleſs it can be ſhewn that Mr. Hardy 'knew 
the contents of this letter. I certainly muſt object to any 
contemptuous expreffions, uſed in this letter, being imputed to 

Mr. Hardy, Fe 7 eo VPEBEL HS e AQ] 0 Boi 
Mr. Gibbs. This I muſt ſay, that offering this letter, is 
endeavouring to bring before your Lordſhips preciſely the ſame 
* 85 again, what your Lordſhips have juſt determined. 

Your Lordſhips ſaid, in the cafe of Lord George Gordon, it 
was proved the declaration of perſons, when the prifoner was 
not preſent, were received, becauſe he was preſent at the col- 
lection of and during the riots of thoſe mobs, in the tranſac- 
tions of which it was endeavoured to (implicate the ptiſoner; 
therefore, on that ground, it was admiſſible evidence, to ſhew 
what the object of their conſpiracy was, and therefore it was 


received; but on what ground can this letter be received as 


evidence againſt Mr. Hardy? I underſtand the line drawn to 
be this: when a man 1s indicted for. that which is done by a 
great collection of men aſſembled together, the declarations of 


che men Which were ſo aſſembled together, and acting with 


the priſoner, in that caſe every act done was 'admitfible evi- 
dence, to ſhow what the object of that aſſembly was; hut 
why was the laſt letter not admiſſible? Becauſe it contained 
facts, which relation of facts, the priſoner at the bar was not 
-conſonant to. What was the contents of this letter? I aſked to ſee 
it, before I Hlated any thing to your Lordſhip's: 1 vas told it vas 
irregular. I now underſtand it is only a relation of facts; Which 
relation of facts was to excite and keep up the ſpirit of thoſe 1 
Mr. Garrow. The letter is an incitation in the. very 
ts. © Re NE LTTITES 1 en 2611 20 8 n 13. 
Mr. Gibbs. I am certainly arguing under very great dif- 
ficulty; therefore, I can only truſt on my own recollection, 


© what was looſely ſtated. It may pe the intention to Keep up 
the ſpirit of Mr. Margarot by the writer of it; but was 5 
* At 52 5 1 e 1 : | | | | 5 e 


k 227 ] 


the object of the priſoner, at the bar ;, did che priſoner at the har 


mean that theſe facts ſhould be ſo. related; the mere ſubſtance 
of the letter proves, that the priſoner at the bar is not at all im- 


plicated. Shall we ſay, that whatever the writer of that letter 
hath imprydently, fooliſhly, and raſhly, and I may ſay, ynlaw- 
fully, expreſſed in that letter, that that raſhneſs and illegality is 


It ſeems to me, that this caſe comes directly within your 


Lordſhips deciſion. in the laſt argument. In the caſe of Lord 


Gordon, part of that multitude at the time were unlawſully 


collected, for which unlawful collection the priſoner, among 
others, Was charged as part of that multitude, and therefore the 
behaviour of the mob at the time was allowedly evidence againſt 


him. I agree, that what the priſoner. ſays may be evidence 
againſt himſelf, except he can exculpate himſelf; but that that 
ſhould be evidence againſt Mr. Hardy, to which Mr. Hardy 


never acceded, Lam ure. it is, againſt. all law, and I am ſure it 
is againſt all jutice.. Juſtice, don't require, that, that which is 
proved to have paſt in the mind of one man, ſhould fix. an im- 
plication of the ſame guilt on another, who never either at the 
time or afterwards knew that the letter Was written. 
Mr. Solicitor General. I ſhall trouble your Lordſhip with a 
very few words. I truſt you will think this letter unqueſti - 


onably evidence of the indictment. It ſtates, that the priſoner, 


with others, have conſpired to compaſs the King's death; and 


one overt act, amongſt others is, that they did it by writing and 


publiſhing divers books, . pamphlets, letters, &c. Now, my 


Lord, on every principle which hath been ſtated by Mr. Gibbs, . 


it appears to me, that this is evidence; and on the authority of 
the principle which he has referred to, I ſhall make it clearly 
evidence, The principle that is ſtated by Mr., Gibbs being, 


that what is declared by conſpirators, whilſt in action, is evi- 


dence againſt, thoſe that are preſent, as well as, thoſe that are 


not; on which, ground this letter is evidence. vat, 
Mr. Gibbs. Ws #7) not ſay the conſpirators in action; I ſay, 
Where a number of men are indicted for a number of acts, and, 
the priſoner. at the bar is ſometimes preſent and ſometimes ab- 
ſent, that he cannot be implicated in the acts which are done in 


FFF ——..-‚.—˙¾? 

Mr. Solicitor General. I am not very well able to diſtinguiſh. 
between what I ſaid, and what Mr. Gibbs ſaid; but I take this 
letter to be a declaration of the conſpirators in the progreſs of 


their, conſpiracy. . The . former, caſe, which your Lordſhips 


have decided, was a letter addrefled to a perſon, which we have 


1 4 


not ſhown. at all to be involved in the conſpiracy; whereas this. 
is a letter addreſſed by Mr, Ap (who, was ſhown to be tha, 
; „ * > ; 2 | « | | 


chairman 
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chairmany of the meeting) to Mr; Margaret, «delegate of that 
ſociety to the convention at Edinburgh. It is, therefore,” à con- 
verſation, by letter, between two perſons which were parties in 4 
eniprracy, if there exiſted fuck à conſpiracy. For the firſt 
queſtion is, is there proved the exiſtence of a conſpiraey? The 
next thing to confider is, the/obje& of that confpiracy; and 
then the views of the conſpirators, how far they went; and on 
this ground converſations of theſe conſpirators, totally diſtinct 
from the priſoner at the bar, have conſtantly been given in 
. evidence. Ce ao} ↄ C SIN 7 x [3 TORT 07 = 941192 
In the proſecution of my Lord Strafford, which was a proſe- 
cution in parhament, and where the proceedings went to a con- 
ſiderable length; there the evidence was given, firſt imply and 
only of the general plot, and the perſons who were capable of | 
bringing it home to Lord Strafford were not examined to that 
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point at firſt, but examined only as to the general plof. In 
tze courſe of their evidence they prove a diſcourſe of ſeveral 
perſons, with whom the Lord Strafford had no ſort of commu- 
nication; in which the perſon fo converſing told the witnefs, 
that there would be a great change in England. To whem 
Was this imputed ? to none of thoſe that were included in the 
impeachment, but Lord Strafford ; but that was given in evidence 
in proof of the general conſpiracy, which was then charged to 
exiſf for reſtoring the Roman Catholic religion in this country. 
The manner in which Mr. Serjeant Maynard ſpeaks of it is 
this, he ſays, if it is a general deſign, or, ſays he, if chere is a 
general faction of a general party in the nation, if there is a 
treaſonable plot, one tranſaction in one place and another in 
anvther, yet if there be a common conſent to aceompliſſi this 
plot, then what others did, the act of all the perſons, though 
mary, and times and places many, and the means with Which 
they were to accompliſh them many too, were to be given in 
evidence. In the cafe of my Lord Loyatt; the fame fort of 
doctrine was laid down, with reſpect to the diſtinction between 
the evidence of tlie general plot, and the particular evidence as 
æffecxing the individual. The manner in which the Solleitor 
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A. 


General of that time ſtates it, is this, it is neceſſary, by general 
evidence, to thew that there have been fuch plots and\confpi- 
racies, and then to affect the priſoner, to ſhew that he was con- 
cerned in thefe plots This has been the general form of giving 
evidence, and no objeCtion' to theſe proceedings was taken in 
many trials which took place after the Revolution in caſes of 
this fort; for this was ſaid as an objection of Mr. Murray, of 
= 38 evidence of a confpiration; who ſtated ſome cover. 
ſation of Lord Dair; and what was this but giving evidence of 
the converſation between two conſpirators on the ſubjebt of * 
ba 5 e i VVV 


a 


: | "2," "mi t 


lot, for Po peree ſe of ſhewing what was the nature; tendeney, 
4 the plot, and — were the views of the ſeveral 
xerſons/ who. were concerned; and with ſubmiſſion to your: 
ordſhip, I ſay this letter is evidence. On the ſame ground this 
evidence de animo, how Mr. Hardy acted. In regard to the 
general plot, ſome of them may have views leſs culpable' than 
others; but for the Jury to determine what is the guilt of the 
particular perſons charged, the views of the ſeveral perſons con- 
cerned in the plot ought to be laid before them, and eſpecially 
when it happens to be in a converſation of two of the perfons 
engaged in the plot, as is the cafe with reſpect to this letter; 
F- of kr to your Lordſhip, this is a matter which may 
fairly and properly be given in evidence, wichin the view: of 
that determination, which. your Lordſhip has before made; 
on the very foundation that this is what paſt from ſome of the 
perſons engaged in this conſpiracy, while it is in its proceſs, and 
Which we attribute to manifeſt what che conſpirators had in 

Va e 55 8 . 


- * * 


Ar, Serjeant, Adair, In order to underſtand the fubject, it 
is neceſſary to ſtate the ground on which this evidence is offered, 
and, I conceive that a great part of my learned friend's argument 
is anſwered by a. conſideration of the ground on which the 
evidence is ae! becauſe I do not conceive, nor do I, for one 
offer the evidence to the Court on the ground that the idle 
expreſſions of Mr. Martin, reſpecting the K ing, is any evidence 
at all againſt Mr. Hardy, the priſoner at the bar; but I offer it 
on this ground, that a part of that letter, which was offered in 
” evidence is alledged to relate, and your Lordihip will find when 
it is read, that it does relate to an act done by the conſpirators 
in the party, of the e which by the indictment is impu- 
ted to the priſoner. It is a ſtatement of one of the conſpirators, 
who had been in the chair of a meeting which we call the con- 
ſpirators, held, and alledged as held, for the furthering the views: 
The charge againſt the priſoner is, that of compaſſing tie 
King's death, by means of a conſpiracy; to overturn the con- 
ſtitutional authority of the ſtate, and the government of the 
country, under colour of a profeſſed deſign to make a reform in 
parliamentary repreſentation, and to correct abuſes in one 
branch of the legiſlature; a deſign of which the priſoner may 
be wholly innocent or guilty of, as charged in this indictments: 
but when, this conſpiracy is carried on under ſuch a pretext, how 
is that conſtruction to be collected; how is that ambiguity to 
be removed, but by the conduct of the conſpirators themſelves? 
lis on that g 


nd, and on that alone, that I ſubmit to che court 


this 
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than that ſpecies of evidence which we now offer to the court. 


r 


w/e 


occaſion, but on occations which may. hereafter occur, and to. 


n 


that caſe not to be law, to reject this evidence from being offere 


mip in this point, becauſe of its very great importance, and 


treaſon, deſigned to carry this ſcheme into execution. 


ſpiracies of every kind, they firſt; charge a general conſpiracy» 


this evidence, and we ſubmit it to the court as ſheying the fur- 
therance of the confpir ators in the deſign which this indictment > 
imputes to hem. e IA 


I's 4 


It ſeems to me, there cannot be any evidence more directly 


1 * 


given ta develope the mind and the intention of the conſpirators, 


1 don't ſay that this letter may be very material to this fact, but 
the principle is extenſive in its application, not only on the preſent 
which this will be a precedent to poſterity. y. 
It feems to me, that the ground on which this evidence is 
offered to the court, is ſo directly within the principle of the 


Earl of Strafford's caſe, that it ſeems impoſſible, without Doing | 
Ar. Bearcroft. I make no apology for troubling your Lord- 


inaſmuch as it is of ſuch great and general import, I therefore 
feel it my duty to attempt to give my aſſiſtance in elucidating the. 
fabjeRt the beſt way 1 can; in doing it, two things I ſhall avoid; 
I will not attempt to break in or controyert the rule already laid 
down by the court, as I underſtand it: and ſecondly, I will not 
repeat a ſyllable of the learned gentlemen who haye gone before. 
me, but I think I can add another obſer vation. 
When I fay I will not controvert the rule laid down, I with. 
to ftate how I ſuppole the rule has been laid down; as I catched 
it, it was this, that a mere narration of fimple facts that; have. 
paſt cannot be admiſhble. But when a queſtion of eyidence 
ariſes in à great extent, I have always been taught, the way to | 
decide on the competency and admiſſibility of that evidence, is 


20 conſider what is the queſtion tried, againſt whom is the teili- 


mony offered, what is the nature of it, and to what, purpoſe is it 
I take it for granted, or elſe I am: groſsly miſtaken, that the 


object of offering this letter, is to ſhew that the priſoner, at the 


bar is guilty of high treaſon, in the ſpecies. charged in this in- 
dictment, and that he, by means of oyert acts, which, amount to 

Though this is an indictment for high .treaſon;-yet becauſe 
the high treaſon is to be carried into execution, by means of a 
conſpiracy, all that the law allows juſt in the Mr of 
evidence in the trial of a minor caſe, is alſo law in the caſe of 
— (ß ß 

I take it to be ſet led in the trial of every indictment, of con- 


and therefore having once eſtabliſhed that, then you go on ra theme | 
. f 4A * ft LH #4 ONO OR TY = Hes to 8. "IS «= es \ that 
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chat che priſoner at the bar, together Wich others a pods the 
indictment, conſpired together. I defire to be underſtood, that 


this is not brought as proof for the latter, for thar is the whole 
diſtinction, in my apprehention. But this paper, now offered to 
be proved, is admiſſible evidence to be laid before theſe Gentle- 
men of the Jury, on which they are to exerciſe, their judgments, 
whether the men, whom we alledge were conſpirators, together 
with the priſoner at the bar. It cannot be diſputed, that ſome 
evidence of that is in the poſſeſſion of the Court, and it is in the 


poſſeſſion of the Jury; they have heard it, becauſe it has been 


admitted; 


17 eee r | 42 F * 12 i. 8 Þ 43-5 
When we have got thus far, the priſoner at the bar, together 


with Martin and Margarot, the two correſpondents by letter, 


the two converſers in writing, are two of the perſons. engaged 


in the conſpiracy with the priſoner at the bar. 


* 


W bat is the ion pr of the conſpiracy as we contend, I need | 
under-, 


not ſtate it over and over again, but. in a word or two, 
ſtand it to be, an intention of calling a convention to overturn. 
the government and depoſe the King, whereby it is obyious to 
every common underſtanding, that there muſt be various ſpecies 
of evidence to be brought before the court. 120 | 


I contend, therefore, with the utmoſt deference to the Court, 


that this is. not only competent evidence, for no, matter how. 
large it extends, or how ſhort it goes, but J confeſs that I 
feel, and I am ſanguine in my expectations, that it goes di- 
rectly to proving the manner of the High Treaſon charged in 

the indictment. And I beg leave to adyert to another part of 
the letter, which ſhews the deſign, the bad, the wicked, the 
miſchievous, the traitorous and perſonal deſign agaifiſt his 
Majeſty. What I advert to, I will read from the letter; it is in 
theſe words:“ The King went yeſterday to meet his Parlia- 
ment,” Mark, „his Parliament ;” there is nothing improper in_ 
the expreſſion, very conſtitutional, and yery decent—— 
Mr. Erſkine here interrupted, and ſaid, that that part 
letter Which his learned friend had choſe, to read aloud, had 
been expreſsly given up within this three minutes by Mr. 
Serjeant "Adair, as not. meaning to be evidence againſt the 
priſoner. „o 15 en Lie TIDE n 


The Lord Preſident. 


- 


* 


clude the argument. f 


Vir. Erſkine aſked their 'Lordſhips, whether they thou ght, | 
I 


that jt is conſiſtent with the rule, which muſt bind them on t 


occafion,” that in 'arguing the admiffibility of a piece of evi. 


dence, to read the very words of the evidence, when. certain-' 
ly they ought only to ſtate the general nature of it. It certainly 
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Lord Preſdent. It it was ſo, that Serjeant Adair had 
eridently admitted it in that manner, yet that could not con- 
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the purport of it, as to let the 

its contents. | | | | 
Mr. Eyſctine again contended, that in order to argue the ad- 

miſſibility or inadmiſſibility of any piece of evidence, it was 
not to be read by the counſel of the Crown in the hearing 
Becauſe i, the Court at length ſhould ſay it was 
mot adimiſſible, it might lcad to affect the priſoner in a man- 
ner inconſiſtent with the rules of law and juſtice. 
Mr. Serjeant Adair obſerved, that he did ſtate, | 
part of the letter which was alluded to, was not the ground 
which they offered it to their Lordſhips, and would not be 

evidence againſt the priſoner ;: but he did never ſtate, that if 
„mere was that in the letter, on the ground on which he con- 
tended, that was applicable evidence againſt the priſoner, 
chat the whole of that letter ſhould not be read; but, certainly 
their Lordſhips ſaid, that his admiſſion was of no 
che Court, the Court muſt determine for itſelf. | 
Mr. Bearcroft then ſaid, that he had received that interrup- 

tion with the greateſt patience, becauſe. it was made by a 
_ counſel for the priſoner, now on trial for his life. If it had 
been made m any other place, he could not but inſtantly have 
expreſſed his aftoniſhment at the irregularity, becauſe he con- 
y the privilege, when arguing any evi- 


ceived it was not © 
dence, to flate that evidence to the Court. 
Mr. £rj#mme. I am in the judgment of the Court. 
The Lord Preſident ſaid, that the nature of the evidence was 
what was neceflary to be opened. 
- Mr. Bearereft conceived that it would be 
For him to be reading the evidence from beginning to end, 
under colour that it would be arguing the admiſſibility of it; 
Hut he concerved, that the nature of that 
as one of the main grounds for the admiſſibility of this let- 
ter, thould be laid before their Lordſhips, which was from 
_ certain expreſſions in this letter. It was only two lines and a 
half; that a woman in St. James's Park, did take off her 
patten, and threw it with all her force againſt his Majeſty, as 
he was going through the Park. He tub: 
important evidence, for the purpoſe. of ſhewing 
Chievous intention to the King; and why? becauſe this was 2 
letter from one conſpirator to another conſpirator, exulting 
in the tranſaction, enjoying it, and ſtating it as good news to 
His brother conſpirator ; and, on that ground, he conceived it 


1.1 — 


The Lord Preſident. It is very proper to open as much of 


extremely improper 


part as pointed out 


itted, that this was 


to de intended, to be addreſſed in this letter. 


C 


Ar. Bowers oferved, that he ſhould really be aſhamed to 
trouble the Court with a word n this piece of evidence, Be- 
cauſe it did not appear of fo much importance as to demand ſo 


much attention; but if the piece of evidence, under the cir- 
cümiſtances already ſuggeſted, ſhould not be conſidered us good 
evidence, he would attend to what their Lordſhips ſuggeſted to 
be the duty of the counſel, namely, to open the nature of the 
*evidence, for he ſubmitted with great deferente, that they had 


not opened the tendency of this lettet, which appeared to him 
to be the material and indiſputable ground on which it ſhould be 
received in evidence. There had already been proved againſt 


the priſoner at the bar a paper, ſigned by Martin, as chairman, 

and himſelf, the priſoner, as ſecretary, brought home by: evi- 
dence; in which he therefore, the prifoner, © admits Mar- 
tin was chairman of that meeting. This letter, which was 


now propoſed to be read. was dated the 22d of January 1794, 


This is at a period ſubſequent to that convention in Scotland, 


and it is relative to that convention, and the tendency of the let- 
ter, which he wanted to read, was a letter of Mr. Martin's who, 
had been ſo proved to be connected with Mr. Hardy) to their 


delegate in Scotland, who was obliged to come home, his miſ- 


ſion being at an end, by telling him that a ſubſcription will now 


be raifed, which will be aſſiſtant to him, and that they thought 


it adviſable to have another meeting here; and that is tne ten- 


dency of the greateſt part of the letter which they now offered 


to the Court; and after they had brought themſelves into the 
ſituation 'of ſhewing that Mr. Hardy, the priſoner at the bar, has 


admitted Martin the chairman of that ſociety, and they had 


given evidence to prove, that the object of that ſociety was to 


create fach'puarp ſes into effect by means of a convention; and 


Le produced an inſtrument of a perſon, proved to be connected 
with the priſoner” at the bar, in the way that Martin has been 
proved, to proceed” in thoſe ſteps, thewing what was the object 
of that convention; certainly he was then proving a direct act 
done in furtherance of that conſpiracy, not by ſhewing a rela- 
tion of any thing that was paſt, but by ſhewing a direct incite- 
ment by letrer to perſevere and go on, with that conduct which 
is to lead to the ultimate, and which was the object the ſociety 
had in view. | | | | 8 


# 


De Lord Preſident, © I underſtand this letter nat to come to 


chart e eee Sn 
Ar. Bowers. Obſerved it would be ſtronger if applied to 
Margarot, if it had come to his hands, but it is evidence ot the 
intent of this Mr. Martin to encourage the party Who appears' 
For any letter 
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written to any body, whether he was one of the confpirators or 
not, from a conſpirator that ſhall have been connected with the 
priſoner at the bar, is general evidence in this cauſe, and the pur- 
port of this letter, be it directed to whom it may, being to excite 
them to this meaſure, and to forward this meaſure is not a recital - | 
of what is paſt, but it is a direct incitement to go on in that which 
we are able to prove, it did therefore with great ſubmiſſion to 
the court, not appear to him that why they ſhould now, when they - 
had already eſtabliſhed an intimate connection between the pri- 
ſoner at the bar and a member of the ſociety, whom they had 
proved to be joined to him in acts done, in direct furtherance | 
of the main defign, why this ſhould not now be evidence againſt 
the priſoner at the bar, he ſubmitted that in this ſtage of the cauſe 
it was evidence that ought to be received. 

Mr. Law now roſe, ſtating that he ſhould trouble their 
Lordſhips with a few remarks, and they ſhould lye in as narrow 
a compaſs as poſſible, particularly on the ground on which he 
meant to take the argument, had been anticipated from what has 
fallen from Mr. Bower. With regard to the queſtion whether any 
piece of evidence is admiſſible or not, there were three things to 

be conſidered. In the firſt place, the relation of him who writes, 
ſecondly, of him who may receive it, and thirdly, the perſon who 
is meant to be affected by that letter. There are all three proved 
that they are members engaged in a conſpiracy to ſubvert the 
government of theſe kingdoms; having laid that general ground, 
he ſubmitted to their Lordſnhips, that it was the cuſtom in the 
ordinary courſe of proceedings, to give detached pieces of evi- 
dence, any one act of which may be conducive to the general 
end, and if proved to attach on the priſoner, is ſo far evidence 
againſt him. What is the act done in its general ground, he 
thought it was ineluded in that overt act mentioned in the indict- 
ment, that they bave written and cauſed to be written, ſundry 
booke, pamphlets, letters, inſtructions, to excite and ſtir up his 
majeſty's ſubject to the attainment. of this object, which object 
is the ſubverſion of the government, and the depoſing of the 
King; he contended that this letter was a furtherance of this 
object to encourage Margarot to perſevere, and for this end he 
tells him the friends of the ſociety were increaſing, their num- 
bers increaſing, their proſpect of ſucceſs increaſing, that heing 
| Rated as an object, and the object of the letter, the only queſ- 
tion is whether a letter of ſuch a context, confirming a predica- 
tion of incitement to this object be admiſſible, and it it be of the 
nature that we have ſtated, I conceive there be no doubt of its 
 admiſiibility. e e e 
Ar. Erſiine rep ied, that he conſidered this debate, - the 
"Eo To | | | ſtage 
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| Rage in which we were now arrived in it, as a refinement in the 
hiſtory of a Court of Juſtice, Standing here the ſecond day, he 
appealed to their Lordihips whether he and his colleagues, who 


were counſel for the priſoner, had not been very ready in the re- 


ception of evidence, having troubled their Lordſhips with no 
argument, or asked hardly even a ſingle queſtion of any wit- 


neſs. He conceived that their Lordihips would ſee that they 


ſhould have made no fort of objection to this letter if it contain= 
ed no more than what his learned friend Mr, Garrow opened to 
the Court, becauſe, if it ſhould turn out not to be evidence 


againſt his client, his Lordſhip would have to tell the Jury to 


do what it was impoſſible they could do, becauſe human nature 
cannot diſcharge out of their minds a recollection of what they 
have heard. His learned friend did not open the generality of 
the tendency of that part of the letter. How was he to know 
what was in the letter? and therefore, for what he knew, it may be 
an unpubliſhed letter in Mr. Margarot's poſſeſiion, and on no 
principle of the law any evidence at all. He ſhould be unfit to 


ſtand here as a counſel] to object to its being read if it contained 


nothing more than all the papers on which the Jury had con- 
ſumed two days of their precious lives in this Court. At leaſt, 


Mr. Serjeant Adair ſaid, that which he could not object to—He 


ſtated, with that ſenſe that belonged to him, and with the hu- 
manity that will ever accompany that ſenſe, taat there was no- 
thing in it except the technicallity of evidence, and that the 
Judge muſt ſay the Jury ouglit not to hear. Up riſes the next 
counſel, and he makes no obſervations on any other part of the 
letter, but he faſtzgns on that very part of the letter, and propoſes 
to read that which the couucil before him admitted was no evi- 
dence againſt his client. He then had their Lordſhips judg- 
ment for the foundation of their objection ; but after he was 
poſſeſſed of their Lordihips judgment, ſtill the learned counſel 
went on, and read the very words which he objected againſt the 
reading; and having done, he ſays, he receives the interruption 
with all the gentleneſs that belongs to him. This is no trifling 
matter; he begged leave to ſay that he ſtood there for the life of 
an innocent man, and that he ſtood there for the law and con- 
ſtitution of England, and he would never ſuffer any thing while 


he ſtood there that was not conſonant to both. He ſaid, he agreed 


with the Solicitor General with what he ſays with regard to 
Lord Lovatt's caſe, fo far as it relates to act, and if this had been 
an act done by Margarot and Martin; then he ſhould ſay that 
the act done would be evidence againſt the priſoner; but what 
he objected to, that a letter ſhould be produced às evidence 
which never found its way to Mr. Margarot, If his client was 
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to be affected by the writing of that letter there was s only. one 
thing that he was anxious about. Suppoſing this letter to be 
evidence, a paper may be part evidence and part not. If part 
is evidence and part not, that part which is evidence ſhould be 
read, and that part which is not evidence ſhould not be read, If 
there is any part of the paper evidence, part of it may be ad- 
miſſible evidence, and part not. You permit part of an inter- 
rogatory to be read in a court of equit » but you will not per- 
mit the other. All he objected to in it is the relation of an old 


woman throwing her patten at his M ajzſty going through St. 


James' s Park; there was ſomething in it ſo perfectly ridiculous 
that it could not be ſuppoſed to affect a man that is ſtanding 
on his trial for his life; and not only fo, but it appeared to him 
to be eſtabliſhing a dangerdbs precedent to have things read. 
which did not regard the- prifoner at the bar nor the caule before. 
the Court. | 

Lord Preſident. I agree with Mr. Bearcroft, that he has 


| Nlated truly what the true nature of this queſtion is, whether if 


this was merely a trial for a conſpiracy, this would be evidence 
againſt one of the parties in that conſpiracy; becauſe the queſ- 
tion whether this priſoner is to be reached on the ſpecific charge 
againſt him, is undoubtedly a queſtion whether he is to be 
reached by that medium, and after the medium is once elta-. 
bliſhed, that queſtion ariſes which I will ſay no more of, At 
preſent it is perfectly clear in the caſe of a conſpirator, the ge- 
neral evidence of the thing conſpired is given in evidence, and 
then the parties preſent brought before a Court of Juſtice, is to 
be effected with his ſhare in it. 


Thc queſtion now is, whether a paper under the hand of a perſon 


which is proved to be one of the conſpirators, is to be receivedin 


evidence. I take it as this caſe ſtands, it is not a letter ſent to 
Mr. Margarot, therefore, it may be 2 paper which may be 
written privily by Martin, and it may never have gone out of 
his hands. The queſtion is, whether under theſe circumſtances 


ſuch a paper is to be admitted in evidence in a caſe againſt ano- 


ther perſon who now ſtands at the bar, I confeſs it does not ap- 
pear to me ſufiiciently diſtinguiſhable from the laſt caſe, which 


ve have juſt now determined, to ſatisfy my mind chat it ought 


to be reccived in evidence. 
It is undoubtedly true, that the general plot i is to be proved by 
provigg the tranſactions of others, to Which the party may or 
may not be immediately a party; but I conceive this is no more 
than a mere acknowledgment of the parties, which may be evi- | 
dence againſt him that makes the declaration, 
For e, there is a e charged, ſuppoſe a witneſs 
was 


n, 1 
was to Rand at the bar, and ſay, that the four perſons charged 


were the priſoners, Martin, Thelwall, and Margarot, or an 
ther parties? Suppoſe he was to ſay, that I heard 'helwall ſay 
that he was engaged in ſuch a conſpiracy, he heard Martin ſay 
that ne was engaged in ſuch a conſpiracy, or that he heard 
Margarot ſay that he was preſent at ſuch a conſpiracy, my pre- 
fent apprehenſion is, that it would be exceeding good evidence 
againſt the perſons who ſaid it, to prove that they were con- 


cerned, but it would be no evidence at all againſt a third 


erſon. Es . ä Ea 
"If in the caſe of Lord Strafford's, a man proved that he had 
heard A. B, C. converſe together on the ſubject of the con- 
ſpiracy, that is proof that three perſons conſpired, and therefore 
the converſation together is poof that they conſpired, but not 


evidence of the. parties acknowledgment only as it could be 


brought home to them. I have already taken notice in regard 
to this perſonal acknowledgment, the having taken a ſhare, or 
the having meant to incite, is ſufficient ; for that is the nature- 
of this letter, and would be a very proper evidence, if the pri- 
ſoner at the bar was to be affected by it. In an indictment for 
a conſpiracy there may be given general evidence, but when a 
perſon is indicted by himſelf there can be no evidence againſt 
him, bur what proves the exiſtence of the facts with which he 
is charged in regular evidence. If it happens that a matter of 
fact ſhould be eſtabliſhed againſt A. does it alſo become evidence 


againſt B. on the circumſtance of B's. being connected with 


A. that is very different to the preſent caſe; I always conſider 


that nothing of this ſort can be made evidence againſt indivi- 
duals, but what comes out of their own mouths, and not what 
comes out of the mouth of one who is not even an agent of the 
party, as is the caſe with the letter, and therefore I think can- 
not be received... | „„ | 

Lord Chief Baron, In the laſt queſtion that was before the 
Court, I confined my judgment at that time to the exact caſe, 


namely, the bare relation of an act to a perfect ſtranger in that 


conſpiracy, as no more than an admiſhon, that may poſſibly-re- 
gard himſelf who wrote it, but cannot regard any of his co- 
conſpirators ; but I confeſs there appears to me a material diſ- 
tinction in this caſe; this is 2a paper which is addreſſed by one 
of the ſeveral conſpirators to another of thoſe conſpirators, and 
it is introduced as ſubſervient to the proof of the general na- 


ture and tendency of that conſpiracy, which is endeavoured to 


he alledged againſt the priſoner and others; it ſeems to me that 
one of the conſpirators, addreſſing a paper to another conſpi- 
rator, having relation to that conſpiracy (and which is not 
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merely a bare deſcription to a ſtranger) is an act complete in 
that conſpiracy, although it may never reach that perſon to 
whom it is intended. It is a complete act in one, though the 
thing did not reach the other, and 1 think it may be read. 
Mr. Baron Hotham. I remain in the opinion that I gave in 
the laſt caſe, that that letter ought not to be ſuffered to be read, 
that letter I conſider as a very different letter from this, that was 
incloſing ſome ſongs ſuppoſed to be ſung at a meeting, ſent to an 
indifferent perſon. This letter has been written by a man who 
has been proved Chairman of a meeting at the Globe Tavern, on 
that day it is proved to be written, though not received; writ- 
ten to Margarot, who has been proved to be the Delegate ſent 
by that meeting into Scotland, and it is ſtated to contain mat- 
ters reſpeCting his particular miſſion at Edinburgh; it is ſtated 
to contain matters of incitement and ehcouragement to proceed 
in the cauſe in which he is engaged, namely, in the cauſe in 
which he is engaged by the procurement, by the conſent, and 
dy the direction of that meeting in London, and that meeting 
im London has been proved to be compoſed of the prifoner at 
the bar, the writer of the letter, his correſpondent to whom it 
was intended to be ſent, and others: therefore, I do conſider 
this as ſtrong evidence to ſhew that one of that meeting, and 
blended together as it were with the priſoner at the bar, did fend 
ſuch a letter, having in it an excitement and encouragement to 
their own delegates to proceed in the buſineſs in which they 
were particularly fent, and for which they were both fo com- 
miſſioned, and 1 think it ought to be admitted as evidence to 


prove the ſenie of theſe conſpirators. | 
Mr. Fuſtice Buller. The cafe to which I alluded to juſt now, 
was Lord William Ruſſell's caſe, where my Lord Howell goes 
very large into the evidence, and he there ſpeaks of a converſa- 
tion with Lord Shafteſbury, in which he mentioned that above 
ten thouſand Iriſh boys where to follow him whenever he held up 
his finger, and when the Chief Juſtice ſums up, he repeats 
theſe words as evidence of the infurrection, but not to affect the 
priſoner. In conſidering the charge whether there has been 2 
conſpiracy to effect the life of the King, it is neceſſary firſt to 
thew that there is a conſpiracy on foot, and then you go on to 
prove whether or no was acting a part in this conſpiracy. Now 
it ſeems to me, if you ſuppoſe that ſuch a combination had ex- 
iſted, how in the nature of things can it be made out, but by 
declarations, expreſſions, and converſations of thoſe that are 
parties to it, and the way in which my brother confidered it was 
a material one; ſuppoſe an equivocal expreffion is uſed, ſhall 
not we enquire how they underſtood it; the firſt queſtion is to 
5 e enquire B 
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enquire whether or no there was a conſpiracy ; then it becomes 
another queſtion, whether the priſoner is affected by it or not, 
and he may object finally, that the ſubject was not ſo explained 
to him, nor he ſo underſtand it. But the queſtion is now not 
on the fact of the evidence, but whether it ought or ought not 
to be received, and inaſmuch as it goes to prove the exiſtence of 
the conſpiracy it muſt be received. 4 43511 a 
Ar. fuſtice Eroſe. I am quite of opinion with my brethren 
who think that this evidence muſt be received for the purpoſe of 
ſhewing a conſpiracy, and what the nature of that conſpiracy - 
was. An addreſs has been already produced, the contents. of 
which addreſs was, that Mr. Martin was the Chairman, and the 
priſoner, ſecretary, and that there was correſpondence between 
the priſoner, Margarot, and Martin, and Martin and Margarot, 
then is it not very material for us to ſhew the nature of the con- 
ſpiracy? what one conſpirator wrote to another reſpeCting theſe 
very acts in the courſe of the tranſactions relative to this very 
plan? and when it is faid that this is merely a confeſſion or wri- 
ting, I think it is more, becauſe we know very well, that ſcribere 
eſt agere writing is an act, and fuch an act to ſhew there was a 
plan of a conſpiracy, and may ſhew for what intention and pur- 
poſe that plan was laid down. ; 
it, Joun WALKER ſworn, 
Q. I believe you are an attorney? _. 
A. Yes, J am, Sir. VE 
| 2. Are you acquainted with Mr. John Martin? 
A. Lam. 5 | | | | 
S by re you acquainted with his character and hand- writing? 
. I am. 1 | 1 
Q. Be fo good to look at that letter (a letter beton him), and 
: tell me whether in your judgment the whole of it is his hand- 
writing, particularly the ſignature : do you believe that to be 
Mr. Martin's hand-writing * | : 55 


1 of 4 don tet | 
2. Look at the ſuperſcription. - | 
A. I believe that to be his hand-writing. - 
| (The leiter read by the Clerk of the Curt.) 1 
Dated Richmond- buildings, Jan. 22, 1794, ſigned John Mar- 
tin. Addreſſed to Citizen John Margarot, Tolbooth, Edin- 


burgh. 85 . e | 
el dare ſay you think I have forgot you, from my not having 
written to you; but you know my ſentiments ſo well that it was 
unneceſſary for me, With regard to Lord Edward, I have not 
been able to-get any thing like a ſettlement. To- morrow is the 
arſt day of term, when I ſhall rule the Sheriffs to return the 
/ | F « We 


a S q 
e 
PFE J 
* * —_— 


Od 
n 
9 


2 . er n 1 


= 
— . 
T SIE 65% — Et 31s; 2 ear 
_ l 722 2 1 e 8 = g 9 " \ \ 
8 n ä 8 2 * 2 , r e 
jy $3. +5 A 7 l * * 7 AY, * . : 5 W 
8 | 2 ae © Capi Pept Ire r Fad \ — n 
** T6 = 44 = — — 98 « FI 12 « LE, 1593 
YT . e * hey: a p . * — 
1 . 4 * — R Is... A py s IX e 


3% HET. 

r 
n 
n — 
* * 


. 
— 


9 


nnr, 


1 
3 


I IN 
1 7 Can wh 
Fa: fo 


of ARNE 
23 


4 1 
* 


99 „ a 
8 1 Leg 8 
r Val * in 


„„ e=" 6 I 
NONE Is. Do 5 
— r 
ä — TY * 
8 by p 


1 8 


[ 240 ] 


„ We were yeſterday at Chalk Farm ; the newſpaper fays 
we were five hundered, but we were nearer two thouſand, and 
we were tolerably bold. Y our conduct received univerſa} appro- 


dation. Thoſe who oppoſed the ſubſeription at firſt are now put- 
ting their hands to the bottom of their pockets, and ſwear by 


[34 you ſhall be ſupported. 


Have you, read my Letter to Lord Lauderdale ? Are you 
inclined to try a writ of error? What do you think of my 
countrymen ? I firmly believe the law is the only ſcience of 
which they know nothing, &c, : 

« Yeſterday the King went to meet his Parliament, and I am 
told that a woman, moved and ſeduced by the inſtigation of the 
devil, did take off her patten, and throw it with all her force 
3 his Majeſty. God ſave the King, (or, as Gerald 
a 
i The fociety i 18 increaſing rapidly both in ſpir it and number, 
and the rich now begin to come among us, and ſit down men | 
honeſt men in their leathern aprons, &e. | 

«© Poftſcript. Citizen Gay ſays more than I dare write,” 

(To Mr. Gurnell—a 2 ter R him.) Y ou found this in 
Mr. Hardy's houſe ? - 

A. Yes, I did. (Read by the Clerk of the Court. ) It is a letter 
from Margarot to the priſoner. 

Dated Tolbooth, 24 Jan. 1794. Addreſſed to Mr. Thomas i 
| Hardy, No. 9, Piccadilly, London. * | 
„ DREAR HARD, 

I have juſt received your letter, dated, by miſtake 1 Gon 
poſe, the 39th, giving me an account of the dinner at Ramſey, 
and giving me a 10l. bank note. I wiſh the ſociety may not 
forget me altogether ; but however, ſhould they, I am deter- 


| mined to purfue the fame kind of conduct, even if I purſue it 


alone. But however, the Sheffield fociety has behaved far dif- 


ferent from our own towards their delegate. If you publiſh 


my trial it may be neceſſary to place my handſome figure in the 
front, If ſo, Mrs. Margarot can furniſh you with che minia- 
ture, &c, 

« Do you not ſee that the mob would be the better for loſing 
a little blood; it would have a gen effect on the * 


mind? &c. 
« muſt again obſerve, that the Sheffield people ſeem more 


in earneſt ken the Londoners. I ask for the money becauſe 1 


am in arrears here more than the ſociety have ſent me. 
« Since my laſt we have had an additional padlock put on 
our door, and the Captain of the Tolbooth is not truſted with 


the keys at night, but carries them to the Mogiſtrates, and calls 


for them 1n the morning, 
0 Here 


—— 


1 4 


Here they mak2 no dinners but yet they might, it appears 
that worthy Skirving was not noticed in your cups. The Scotch 
lads were more kind than the L. C. S. | br 
Has Martin done any thing for me? | 
„% The Duke of Portland, though he joins Miniſtry, ought 
to pay the bill for his brother Lord Edward Bentley. © _ .. 
Armed aſſociations are, I perceive, now ſet on foot by the 
rich. Why ſhould not the poor do the ſame? In London you 
garniſh your axe, and like lambs content yourſelves with bleed- 
ing. Pray let me hear from you ſoon. _ | 
7 | « Your's, M 
D, (To Gurnell—a paper ſhewn him.) Did you find that pa- 
per in your hand at Hardy's? 


Briſtol Conſtitutional Society. 1 | FO 
_ Dated Briſtol, the 28th of January, 1794, ſigned J. Lawrence, 
Secretary, and addreſſed to IL homas Hardy. 
„ FELLOw CITIZENS, | 8 
ce] am again authorized to write to you, ſignifying the grati- 
tude of our ſociety for your ſecond epiſtle, which came to my hands 
the 3d inſtant, After reading its contents, I collected as many of 
our friends as I conveniently could that evening—we read—we 
bluſhed—we took courage ;—we did more, for we reſolved on 
re-aſſembling, as we had appointed prior to the determination 
we announced in our laſt. We intend publiſhing an addreſs or, 
ſomething declaratory of our ſentiments, with all convenient 
ſpeed;—as ſoon as this is effected, we ſhall ſend a copy or co- 
pies to you. From the Courier and Evening Gazette we have 
had information of the trial of Mr. Margarot, and his ſentence 
to fourteen, years tranſportation, We are by no means at a loſs 
in forming a judgment of the noble cauſe in which he with 
others are embarked, nor would we be frightened at ſuch ſentences. 
You ſee, eitizens, your. ſecond epiſtle has quickened our cou- 
rage, and vivified our patriotiſm, and rouzed us to reſolution ; 
and more, our number is now conſiderably increaſed perhaps 
your third epiſtle may do greather things ſtill ;—we are ſenſible 
tis a noble—'tis a virtuous—'tis a godlike and immortal cauſe 
in which we are now mutually embarked; and though for parts 
our effort can be but a feeble one, yet the cauſe we eſpouſe is 
mighty is energetic.— lt will finally prevail and proſper: It is 
our firm opinion, could we but arouſe them, that patriots would 
become nearly the majority of our city. We expected to have 
had the dozen of the Engliſhmen's Rights, which you men- 
tioned in your firſt epiſtle—hope you will ſend them ſpeedily. 


% We are, fellow citizens, yours ſincerely, 
« 'The Briſtol Society for Conſtitutional Information, &c.““ 
2 n_ 2 (Te 


A. I did. (Read by the Clerk of the Gurt.) It is a letter of the 
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2. (Ts Edward Latta paper Shen him.) Where : dd 
you find this paper? 
A. At Mr. Hardy's = 
(Read by the Clerk of the Gourt: Th 
«'CrTrzEnSs! 
« The critical moment is irg, 150 Dienen muſt either 


1 E 


aſſert with zeal and firmneſs their claims to liberty, or yield 


without reſiſtance to the chains that miniſterial uſurpation is 
forging for them. Will you co-operate with us in the _ 


peaceable meaſure that now preſents itſelf with any proſpe 


of ſucceſs? We need not intimate to you that, notwithſtand- 


ing the unparalleled audacity of a corrupt and overbearing fac- 


tion, which at preſent tramples on the rights and liberties of 
the people, our meetings cannot in England be interrupted 
without the previous adoption of a Convention Bill: ja meaſure 
it is our duty to anticipate, that the ties of union may be more 
firmly drawn, and the ſentiments and views of the different 
ſocieties throughout the nation be compared, while-it is yet 
in our power, ſo as to guide and direct the future operations 
of the friends of freedom. Rouſe then to one exertion more; 


and let us ſhew our conſciouſneſs of this important truth If 
we are to be beaten down with threats, proſecutions, and illegal 


ſentences, we are unworthy—we are incapable of liberty. „We 
muſt, however, be expeditious. Heſſians and Auſtriaus are al- 
ready among us; and, if we tamely ſubmit, a cloud of theſe 
armed barbarians may ſhortly be poured in upon us. Let us 
form, then, another Britiſh Convention, We have a central 
ſituation in our view, which we believe would be moſt conve- 


nient for the whole iſland ; but which we forbear to mention, 
(entreating your confidence i in this particular) till we, have the 


anſwer of the ſocieties with which we are in correſpondence. 
Let us have your anſwer, then by the 20th, at fartheſt, earlier if 
poſſible, whether you approve of the meaſure, and how: many de- 
legates you can ſend, with the number alſo, if Rates of 1 
ſocieties. 61540 | 
c We remain yours, COL a | 
«© jncivic affetion, 
$ The LONDON CORRESPONDING, SOCIETY. 
F. Has, Secretary. 
For the management of this buſineſs, we have appointed a 
Secret Committee; you will Judge how far 1t is e for 90 
to do the ſame.” 8 

2, (To Alexander Grant a paper ſhewn him ) Tell me whether 

you believe this to be the priſoner”. 8 and writing ? 


A. I do believe it, 
| (Read 


1 CL ———————— oeoes- — n 
* 77 


FE 443 
| (Read by the Clerk of the ure ) 
" Dated, London, March 12th 1794, figned Thomas Hardy. 


15 C I TIZEN. BUCKELL, 
] have juſt time to inform you that I ſee our worthy * 


Margarot, on board the Surprize at Spithead. He is conſcious 
of having broken the law in this country, but only doing his 


duty as every good Citizen is bound to do, ſor promoting the 
happineſs of his fellow creatures, by oppoſing every meaſure 


and every means, that wantonly oppoſe all laws human and di- 


vine; he has that concluſion in his own breaſt, however the ene- 
mies of mank ind are puniſhing him as an evil 'tdoar ; but accord- 
ing to human appearance, the reign of the boaſt of civil and ec- 
cleſiaſtical power, is almoſt at an end. Thanks to the Supreme 
Ruler of the univerſe, for his great goodneſs hitherto, and the 


bright proſpect before us. I delivered the 20l. you gave me 
for his uſe into his hands, it was very ſeaſonable. | 


„This moment 1 have received a letter from Muir, inform- 


Ing me that the convoy hoiſted her ſignal for failing. 


I ſaw the captain, he appears to be a very good kind of manz 


and bears a very good character. I hope you will excuſe me 


entering into detail any further, for I have not another, minute 


to ſpare. If any friend you can truſt can come to town I will 


give bim a full account, what think you of a convention? Fare- 
well | 


« THOMAS Hs 
9. ( To Orme 1 ſhewn him) Did you find that letter 


in Mr. Hardy's poſſeſſion? 


A. Yes. 
(Read by the Clerk of the A 

Dated gth of April, 1794, ſigned, Alexander Mitchell, Se- 

cretary, Addrefled to Mr. Thmas, Hardy, Shoemaker, 

No. 9.5 Piccadilly, London. | 
enten CITIZENS... 61-210 
The ſociety at Strathaven e bes your letter ſometime ago 
reſpecting another Britiſh Convention to be held in England, 


and finding it would be inconvenient for them to ſend a delegate 
for themfelves alone, the cauſe being much oppreſſed by proſecu- 


tion, &c; 


« You will therefore forward your order to us, when and where 


the convention is to meet, with any other inſtructions you may 
think neceſlary. We ſhall inſtruct our delegate with the num- 


ber and {ſtrength of our ſociety. We remain yours in the cauſe - 


of liberty, for the United Society, 
G ALEXANDER MrrckzLI, Secretary.” 
Direct to Alexander Mitchell, Strathaven. 


Q. (To Gurnell,—a * ſhewn . Where did you find 
that paper ? 


Hh2 . 
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A. At Mr. Hardy's. | Le EO”, | 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) „ 
Dated from Newcaſtle, April 14, 1794. Addreſſed to Mr, 

. Hardy, No. 9g, or 19, Piccadilly, London. 

« By delire of a number of friends, to a radical reform in the 
conſtitution here, I make free to trouble you. We live in a 
place where an ariſtocrat magiſtracy endeavours to ſtop the ge- 

nial and benign ſpirit of national liberty from ſpreading, not- 
withſtanding a very great number are found here that dare aſ- 
ſert the natural and unalienable rights of man, and bear their 
teſtimony againſt the tyrannical encroachments of aſſumed 
power on thoſe rights; a good number have formed themielyes 
into ſocieties, and meet weekly, admitting ene but known 
friends; and have aſſumed no name but that of newſpaper compa- 
nes ; theſe were in great ſpirits while the Britiſh Convention con- 
tinued to act; but after their ſutpreſſion a damp was caſt on the 
whole. —Subſcriptions were ready to be ſent off the very night 
they were ſuppreſſed, and the Gazetteer ſtopped, which has ſince 
been remitted to London, for the uſe of the perſecuted wor- 
thies, Muir and Palmer. — Being charmed with hour maſterly and 
beld opprobation of the conduct of your delegates and noble martyrs 
for truth, Margarot and Gerald, and find your name ſigned ſe- 
cretary to the Correſponding Society, we with to copy your 
example; and beg, if you think us worth your notice, give us 
your views and intentions as ſoon as convenient, which, 1 hope, 
will be a means to ſtimulate and increaſe our numbers, . Leſt 
this ſhould not come to you, as J have an uncertain direction, I 
forbear troubling you more at preſent, in hopes of being fa- 
voured with your future correſpondence. Fare wel, hoping the 
hydra of” tyranny and impoſition Mall ſoon fall under the guillotine of 


truth and reaſon. 
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| « Your's, with all due reſpect, &c. 

| „„ « CITIZENS.” 
O. (To Gurnell—e paper ſhewn him) Did you find that in the 

poſſeſſion of the priſoner ? | | 

A. 1 did, | 4 

LET (Read by the Clerk of the Curt. 

London, May the Iſt, 1794. Signed, Thomas Hardy, Se- 


cretary. 5 


W6́!(gß | 4 | 
„It is with pleaſure the London Correſponding Society hear 
that a ſociety, 97 ſimilar plan, and with the ame patriotic ob- 
jets in view, is likely to be eſtabliſhed at Newcaſtle upon 
Tyne. —If cyer a crifis arrived that required the exertions of 
the people to ſtop the torrent of corruption, infamy and del- 

lotiſm, that ſcews lik<ly to overwhelm them, it is the preſent— - 
n 

I 


py . e 363 Hs 3 * 
* 1 


I 


in God's name then, let us uſe theſe exertions.— We are cal- 


led upon by every thing that is dear to us, as men and as chriſ- 


tians. The cauſe of truth and liberty muſt finally be omnipo- 5 
tent; therefore, doubt not that the glorious reign of liberty and 


equality will ere Jong be eſtabliſhed, and modern governments, with 
every appendage of wickedneſs and corruption, will flee in time from 
their genial influence, as beaſts of prey to their dens of rapine 
and dark neſs from the riſing Sun. The London Correſpondin 

Society have beheld with indignation the rapid advances of deſ= 


potiſm in Britain, and are ready cordiaily to unite with every other 
ſociety in the three kingdoms, who have for their object a full and 


fectual repreſentation of the people; they therefore have deputed fix 


of their members to meet ſix members of the ſociety for Constitutional! 


Information, to form a committee of correſpondence and co-operation; 


this committee meets regularly twice a week, at No. 2, Beaufort= 
Buildings, Strand, where any member delegatid by your ſeciety will. 
meet with every information required, We incloſe you a few of 


our reſolutions, entered into at our general meeting on the 14th 


of April, which will be ſufficiently explanatory of our ſenti- 


ments and views. VJ heartily unite with you in wiſhing that the 
hydra of tyranny and de 1 1 An may ſoon fall under the guillotine 9 
truth and reaſon, 5 
8 Fries vs. 
(2 Gurnell—a paper gur 0 Did you find that paper 


at Mr. Hardy S houſe ? 


A. I did, | 
0 Read by the Clerk 95 the Court.) 
Dated Briſtol, April 24. Signed John Cockburn, directed to 
Thomas Hardy. 
6. FELLIOW-CITIZ Ex, 

« You- may be ſenſible, from our laſt communication, that 
in the infancy of our patriotic efforts we had many difficulties 
to overcome, and many ftrong prejudices to combat, We 
laid open to you our real ſituation ; we told you our determina- 


tion to addreſs the public, and aſſured you of our unalterable 


perſeverance in the glarious cauſe cf freedom, —This perſever- 
ance, however, and theſe exertions of an individual fociety, 
can but little avail, if the ſocieties in the different parts of the 


kingdom are in themſelves diſunited, or do not aid and aſſiſt each 


other, agreeable to the principles of philanthropy and fraternity 
which they ſo warmly profeſs. Under this idea, we Conceive 
curſeives treated with a degree of inciviſin, by your ſociety not 
anſwering our laſt letters; the reaſons may be good. At pre- 
ſent we are candid enough to confeſs, that the circumſtance does 
not appear to us in the moſt favourable point of view. Our 
addreſs, of which we ſend you a few copies, we find to have a 
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that letter? 5 


ble Marquis ſubſcribed no more than 200l. and another high- 


whether the time be expedient ? 


Direct to J. B. jun. ſeedſman, Magdalen- ſtrect. 


| 1 2463 — 
good eſfect, and is likely to beget us the afiſtance of many 


iriends, while our enemies acknowledge there is ſomething very 
fair and reaſonable in the production. — This is an abſolute vic- 
fory ; and we have reaſon to congratulate ourſelves on the proſ- 
pect of ſucceſs it opens to us. With a mixture of pain and 
eafure, we ſaw an account of your laſt general meeting; we 
lament that the frong hand of deſpotiſm ſhould fo often interfere 
to prevent the aſſertion of the rights of the people, while we 
rejoice in your manly conſtitutional perſeverance, and applaud. 
and approve your reſolution of forming another general Convention - 
Our increasing numbers give us every reaſonable hope of ſoon 
being able more effeually io co-operate with you ; while, for the 
reaſons formerly ſtated, we cannot ye? make a poſitive promiſe 
on that head. We hope for an immediate anſwer.— Favour us 
with yonr opinion of our addreſs, and tranſmit a ſketch of your 


plan reſpecting the general Convention, 8 
By order of the Committee of delegates appointed by the 
15 . e Briſtol Conſtitutional Society.“ 
2. (To Gurnell—a paper fhewn him) Where did you find 
A. At Mr. Hardy's houſe. 
(The leiter read by the Clerk of the Court.)  _ 
From the Norwich Society. Dated April 29, 1794, addreſſed 
ar,, | „ 
e It is with great ſatisfaction we view the manly conduct of 
you and your colleagues, eſpecially when, ſurrounded as you 
are, by a domineering ariftocracy, who, notwithſtanding their 
great bluſter, are but chicken-hearted ;— Witneſs our Norfolk 
Quixottes, who, after being completely foiled at their county 
meeting, were determined to ſubſcribe to ſupport an armed 
ariſtocracy : But, pray, tell it not in the metropolis, that a no- 


penſioned Lord but 100l. an Alderman and leader, and very 
fierce for Church and King, the enormous ſum of 20l.— Theſe 
are the men who are ready to ſpend their lives and fortunes ;— 
but enough of ſuch privileg2d beings! We ſhould be glad to 
know whether the friends of the people conſent to a convention, 
and whether they will take an active part. "27 

« Pleaſe to accept of a few of our bills. We ſhould eſteem it 
a favour that you would ſend us a few of your late declarations. 
F. S. Many of our friends are fully convinced of the neceſ- 
fity, legality, and rationality of a convention, But, Query— 
« Jas. BIGGs, Chairman, 
cc To S AIN r, Secretary.“ 


© rot fs 


art 


'9. (72 cl paper ſhewn him) Where 4 e 
with that? 
A. I found it in Mr. Hardy's houſe. 
| ( (Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
Date April 12th, 1794. Signed Joſeph Powell, and addreſſed 
K o Mr. Hardy. No. 9, FRO London. 
c 1 a 


. I have repeatedly ſeen your name in the n as ſe- 


; cretary to a-certain inſtitution, called the London Correſpond- 
ing Society ; but from my enquiries in the country, I have not 
been able to acquire any of the rules of the ſociety, nor che 
preciſe purpoſes for which it is to be eſtabliſhed, I have there- 
fore troubled you with this letter, defiring you to inform me 
with the object the eier has in view, and the means they uſe 
to obtain i it. 
. Tam, yours, 
« Tos EPH powzL E.“ 


ce Addreſs to Joſeph Powell, ſurveyor, the Sun-tavern, He- 


reford.” 


9. (To Gurnell—a paper hewon him) Where did you find 


that !—look at that. | 

A. At Mr, Hardy's houſe? _ 

1 by the Clerk of the Court as follows.) It is without a 
date, indorſed, an anſwer to Hereford. 

In anſwer to your letter, dated the 12th, I have to inform 
you, that the London Correſponding Coe have not only the 
glorious deſign of decreaſing the power of a monſter, whoſe 
hideous features need only be expoſed to render it an object of 
univerſal terror and deteſtation, and to expoſe vice, to paint 
virtue in its true colours, to acquaint our fellow-citizens with 
their deareſt rights—the rights of man; and by a brotherly 


_- 


union, give them an opportunity to demand thoſe rights; thoſe 
are the means we ule, and we doubt not, but in executing theſe 


means, we are doing our duty to God and our country, VC. 

« We invite you and your fellow-citizens to join with us in 
the ſame glorious cauſe,” 

Mr. Garrow. Here is a letter from Sheffield J am going to 
read, found in the poſſeſſion of Thelwall, who is charged as 
being an agent in this Fondpiracy, and addrefled to the priſoner 
at the bar. 

Mr. Erikine. Though this might go to prove the conſpiracy, 
as it is called, cannot fee how it can affect the priſoner. How 
does it appear that it was the ſame Sheffield ſociety with which 
this ſociety correſponded ; is it the ſame hand writing? 

Mr. Garrow. | ſaid it purported to be a letter from a ſociety. 
in Sheffield, written 8 8 order of the ble addreſſed to "Cn 
a 


. 


—. 
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and fouud in the poſſeſſion of Thelwall; if it is objected to, 1 
will not preſs it. | 


Mr. Erstine. We do object to it. 5 
Lord Chief Fuſtice. 1 think this letter is in a different ſituat on 
from the other; it is a letter written from a ſociety addreſſed to 
the priſoner, and found in the hands of a perſon who Pen to 


be involved in the guilt of the priſoner. 


WIL TrAM Tinss fworn—exanined by Mr. Garnow. 
9. Are you one of his TY 8 meſſengers! f | 
A. Yes, 1 am. 

2: Did you ſeize any papers in the houſe of Thelwall } 
I. 8 ſome few that were on his perſon. e 
2 4. ou put your name to thoſe you ſeized * | 


I; Sec if that is EN 
A. Yes; that is one. 
(The paper read by the Clerk of the Court. * 7 
Sheffield, May 1 1th, 1794+ 
ec "LAN AND Fz110w-C1T128X, 
<© The friends of peace and reform in Halifax having held 2 
general public meeting in the open air, on Monday April 21ſt. 
1794, at which were many friends from Leeds, Wakefield, 
Huddersfield, Bradford, and the adjacent neighbourhood, the 
friends of freedom, after the meeting, agreed to hold a 
general meeting of delegates at Briſtol, in order to conſi- 
der on the meaſures to be adopted by them preparatory 


to a General Convention. After which our worthy friend, citizen 


— of Halifax, being ordered to Sheffield to get the 
proceedings of the meeting printed, and conſult with us upon 
the ſubject, they were adviſed by us to defer at preſent the. meet- 
ing of delegates, until further information from you on that ſubject. 
I was therefore ordered, at cur laſt committee meeting, to write 
to you, requeſting the favour of as early intelligence as poſ- 


ſible on that important buſineſs, We are not in the leaſt inti- 
midated in Sheffield, as we can call and hold a public meeting 


whenever cifeamftances renders the ſame neceſſary; beſides, in 
the houfe where I reſide, we have a large commodious room, 


where the ſociety can peaceabl y meet in rotation, 


& By order of the Committe, 
« WILLIAM BROOMHEAD, Secretary,” 
. (To 8 paper ſhewn bun.) Was this e found in 


the 54 of Mr. Skirving? 


th Yes. | 
- (Read by the Clerk of the Court. ) 
Dated Ediabiret, Oct. 30, 1793, ſigned d John Gartley. 


« 'The delegation from Glaſgow moves, That the Conven- 
| tion 


E 2% ] 


tion take into their conſideration the naturè and extent of a re- 
ſolution adopted by their conſtituents, and by moſt of the other 
ſocicties in Scotland, and afterwards ratified and approved of at 
the General Convention held at Edinburgh in December 1792, 


the import of which was, That if any member of their ſociety 
aſſociated for the purpoſe of obtaining a parliamentary reform, 


ſhould, while in the legal proſecution of that object, be oppreſſed 
or perſecuted by the arm of power, they thouid not only meet 
with the alſſiſtance of the ſociety to which they belong, but alſo by 
the united efforts 4 all their brethren in Scotland. | 

« Since the above period, however, we are ſorry to ſay, ſe- 
veral of our members have been perſecuted, and that in a moſt 
wanton manner, and the above reſolution (which if duly put in 
force would, we humbly apprehend, have the happy effect of 
emboldening thoſe who have already come forward, and of en- 
couraging others who have not yet taken any active part to unite 
their efforts in the general cauſe) has never yet been attended to. 

« We therefore humbly move, that the Convention take into 
conſideration the above particulars, and conſider what meaſures 
may be molt conducive towards the performance of the obligation 
- we lie under, in conſequence of that reſolution, and thereby ſhew to 
the worid that we are not e of "M0 that may ſuffer in their 
OE 5 cages 

<« JoHN GaRTLEy."* 

2. (To 3 paper ſhewn him.) Is that one of the pa 
pers that you received at Mr. Hardy's houſe? _ 

A. Yes, it is. 

Mr. Garrow, This is a paper found in the bote of the 
priſoner, dated 15th June, 1792, ſigned D. Adams, Secretary 


to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, in anſwer to a let- 


ter of the xoth inſt, from the J. ondon Correſponding Society 
to the London Conſtitutional Society, to adopt fix of their 
members; addreſſed to the Chairman of the London Carplagude 
ing Society. 
( Read by the-Clerk of the Court.) 
« At a meeting held on Friday the 15th of June, 1792, it 


was ordered, That the Secretary be deſired to inform the Secre- 


tary of the London Correſponding Society, that this ſociety, re- 
ceived” their propoſal with pleaſure, and are willing to admit 


ſuch fix of the members whom they thall nominate, to be aſſo- | 


ciated members of this ſociety.” 
2. (7% Grant—a paper shewn _ yo you believe that 
to be Mr. Hardy's hand-writing ? 

A. ] believe it is ? 

Mr. Garrawv. This is a letter of the priſoner to the Chair- 


man of the Society for Conſtitutional Information of July 
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the 6th, which makes the connection n the two. ſo- 
cieties. 

: ( Read hs the Clerk of the Court. ) : 

N Dated July 6, 1792, ſigned T bomas Hardy. 
„c SIR, 

In the name of the London e Society, I have 
to return thanks to the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
for their preſent of two hundred copies of their reſolutions re- 
ſpecting the King's proclamation; as alſo for the two hundred 
copies of Mr. Paine's Letter, &c. likewiſe Mr. Paine's Letter 
to Mr. Secretary Dundas: by care in the diſtribution of them, 
. thoſe fix hundred papers ſhall be ſeen by as many ouſand pers 
ſons. | . 
« We find ourſelves highly favoured by your reading to ad- 
mit ſix of our members among you; I am directed to forward 
to you the following fix names, as the perſons choſen by our ſo- 
ciety for that honourable purpoſe ; our ſenſe of the favour fo 
conferred will be beſt expreſſed by their cloſe attendance at your 
inftructive meetings, and conſtant endeavours to forward the fo 
beneficial and ſo much wanted reform of e repre- 
ſentation. | 

« I am, Sir, with great reſpect, 
„ Your very humble ſervant, 
Tuly 6, „ « ThHoMas Harpy, Secretary.“ 

« 1 ye following are the names choſen by our ſociety : Tho- 
mas Hardy, Maurice Mar arot, John Richter, Mr. Littlejohn, 

Mr. Grant, and William Gow.” 
| DANIEL ApAus ſworn.—Examined by Mr. "2 IRE | 

2,1 think you acted as Secretary to 15 Conſtitutional 305 £ 
Ciet 

4 Ves. 


2 £23 that the book in which your r proceedings were entered? 
es. 
Axe the entries of the proceedings of the fociety my 
3 pa "ap in theſe books * SY | 
. 
( Some extraf?s from it read by the Clerk of the Court.) 

<« July 17, 1792. At a meeting held at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, in the Strand, preſent, John Martin in the chair, the 
following ſix gentlemen, recommended in the London Cor- 
reſponding Society to be aſſociated with this ſociety, were 
unanimouſly elected. 

« July 20th. At a meeting of the Society for Conflitutional 
Information, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the 
Strand, preſent, Mr. Froſt in the chair, Mr. J. H. Took, 
Mr. Semple,” Mr, e, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Rickman, Mr. 


Hull, 


t 


| Hull, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Parkinſon, Dr. Kentiſh, Mr. "thee 
Mr. Conſtable, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. W. Rennington, Cap- 
tain Harwood, Mr. Buſh, Mr. Buſh, jun. Mr, Chopping, Mr. 
Bakewell, Mr. Hird, Lord Semple, Mr. Jenny, Mr. Balmano, 
Mr. F itzgerald, Mr. Adams, Mr. }. Witlans. Mr. Chetwind, 
Mr. Bailey, Col. Keating, Mr. Aſpinal, Mr. Gow, Mr. 
Hardy, Mr} Grant, Mr. Moore, Mr. John Martin, Capt. 
Perry, Rev. Dr. Towers. 
(The Clerk reads) © 20th July, 1792. At a meeting of the 
ſociety for Conſtitutional Information, held at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, Strand, Mr, Froſt in the chair, a committee 
were appointed to take into conſideration Mr. Paine's letter, 


wherein he offered the ſociety 10001. 1 in truſt, to be diſtributed 


by them. 
Q. (To Adams. ) Were theſe entries in the been made at the 


time of meeting ? 


A. They were. 


Were the minutes of the under meeting ever read as 


part of che buſineſs of the ſociety? 
A. The minutes of the laſt _—_— were generally read the 


next meeting. 


Were theſe books liable to the inspection of the mem 


bers of the ſociety ? 
A. During the ſitting of the ſociety there on the table. 
I For the inſpection of the members ? 
As they thought proper. 


(The Clerk reads) © At a meeting held at this Crown and 
Anchor Tavern in the Strand, Friday, July 27, 1792. Pre- 


ſend; Mr. Chopping- in the Chair, Mr. G. Williams, Mr. Hardy, 
Gow, Captain Perry, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Geddes, Mr. 


: Aſpinal, Mr. Gerald, Mr. Littlejohn, Mr. Wood, Mr. Sutton, 


Mr. Moore, Mr. John Martin, Lord Semple. 


« The committee appointed to rake Mr. Pai ne's letter of the 


4th inſtant in conſideration, had to conſider the manner in which 
the ſociety ſhould communicate their determination of his offer 
of a thouſand pounds | in truſt to the ſociety as they ſhould think 
proper. 

' & Refolvedz That it is the opinion of this Cents that the 
offer of Mr. Baine be repectfully declined. 


KReſolved, That this be tranſmitted to Mr. hows b in the __ 5 


lowing manner, 

Sin, 
I am directed by the ſociety of Conſtitutional tn on to 
return you their ſincere thanks, in propoſing them to become 
truſtees for a | thouſand pounds, which has been produced from 
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the profits afifing from the ſale of the Rights of Man, they have 


a juſt view of the eminent ſervices, which has been rendered to 


the public, by. your invaluable writings, have never yet met a 
reward, and we think it exceeding unjuſt to rie you of any 
benefits that ſhall ariſe from their fale. 

That the ſociety write to Mr. Paine, to know whether it be 

_— to him, whether the letter of the 4th be publiſhed and 

rinted.“ 
5 IanAN An SAMUEL Joan ſworn. 


Mr. Bowers. 1 ſhall prove a letter of Mr. Paine's to this So- . 


ciety. 
57 8 Jo o Mr. Jordan) You are a Bookſeller ? 


3 1 Do you know Mr. Paine ? 


Yes. 0 | GRE, 
Do you know lids hand writing ? 1 
. I think I do. 


Look at it, and tell me whether that is his is hand writing 
1 think it is, to the beſt of my recollection it is his hand 
writing I never ſaw him WINGS I have received notes from 
im. | | 
. And anſwered them: 
No. 
9. How did you know they came from him ? 
I I have received notes from him and I ſuppoſe they came 
from him, I have delivered things according to his order. 
Have you ever talked to him after you received theſe 
notes, ſo as to know that they came from him or not ? | 
A. 1 do not know that ever I did ; ſuppoſing they came from 
him, I fent the things that were ordered, 
Q. Is this one of the books that you publiſhed | ( Pain?s 
' Rights of Man put into his hands) Do you believe that to be one 
of the books you ſold ? 
A. I cannot ſay that, becauſe there were a bur ſold. 
Ar. Erstine. Can you ſwear to that book? 
A. I cannot ſwear to that book, that is one of the books the 
fame that I did publiſh, but whether it came from my houle 1 
aeunnot ſay, becauſe all books are alike. 
Mr. Bowers. Is that like the ſame tae | 
A. Yes, Sir. | „„ 
D. Who printed eit? 
A. Mr. Chapman printed the whole of the firſt part, and the 
e was printed by Mr. Chapman and Mr. Crowder, L 
ieve. N 
3 Solicitor White. The witneſs that * it is dead, that 
| _ | 


1 


bought it at Mr. Jordan's ſhop, and I. muſt prove his hand- 


Writing. 


Mr. Bowers. I bave the record of the conviction of Paine. 


for this, and this man was then examined, and I can have what 
he ſaid then. | "oy | 5 
Ar. Erskine, It cannot be evidence,  _. op 
Ar. Garret. I know it is open to the other fide, to ſhew 


* 


that this is not the Rights of Man recognized by theſe reſo- 


lutions. | f 


Court, The rule of the evidence. requires that you ſhould 


carry it farther, | 9 8 6 
Mr. Bowers, Do you know how far Chapman printed 
wr. | | 5 
A. I believe he went as far as (Hy, but I only know from 
what J have heard? | $ „„ 
(The following extract from the minute book of the Conſiitutional 
| Society, was then read by the Clerk of the Curt.) 


« At a meeting of the 122 for Conſtitutional Information 


held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Sept. 28, 1792, 


preſent Mr. Sharp in the chair, prefent Mr. Walſh, Mr. Sim 
monds, Mr. Bonney, Mr. Drury, (Mr. J. H. Tooke,) Mr. 


John Martin, Mr. Jennings. Mr. Williams, Mr, Sturch, Mr. 
Moore, Capt. Perry, Mr. Rixmen, Mr. Geddes, Mr. Hardy, 
Mr. Gow, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Sinclair, Mr. Berriman, read 
the following letter from the Secretary. of the London Corre- 
ſponding Society, to D. Adams, Secretary of the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information. | Es | 

>, SR om | ; ; 

« The London Correſponding Society having taken the reſolu- 


tion of tranſmitting tothe French National Convention an addreſs 
ſigned by all the members, or by the different delegates, each ſtat- 


ing for how many members he ſigns, to aſſure that ſuffering na- 
tion that we ſympathize with them in their misfortunes that we 
view their exertions with admiration, that we with to give them all 
ſuch countenance and ſupport as individuals, unſupported - and 


oppreſſed themſelves, can afford; and that ſhould thoſe in power 


bere dare (in violation of the nation's pledged faith of neutra- 
lity, and in oppoſition to the well-known ſentiments of the peo- 


ple at large) to join the German band of deſpots united againſt 
liberty, we difclaim all concurrence therein, and will, to a man, 
exert every juſtifiable means for coun:erating their machina- 
tions againſt the freedom and the happineſs of mankind, - 


«© Lam. ordered by the Committee to acquaint the Society for 


Conſtitutional Information therewith, in order to be favoured 


With their opinion thereon, and in hopes that if they approve the 


idea, 
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| idea and x}; its adoption to. the different e hs | 


publication of ſuch a reſpectable number of real names . will 


greatly check che hoſtile meaſures which niht i be put 
- putin execution. | | 


I am, with great reſpedt, 
2 Dear Sir, 

London, Sept. 21, 4/9 2. © Your very ban ſervant, : 
c T. HARDx, Secretary. 

« Reſolved, That the Secretary expreſs the thanks of this So- 
ciety to the London Correſponding Society, for their commu- 
nication ; and acquaint them that this I do very highly 
approve of their intention, | 
«Reſolved, That the faid letter be read at the next meeting, 


for the purpoſe of conſidering or publiſhing the ſame.” 


Ar. Garrow, I am going to put in the firſt part of the 


Rights of Man, written by Thomas Paine, this was actually 


nd in the priſoner's poſſeſſion; this is one of the chop 


Copies. 


©. (To Lauzun.) Be ſo good to look at this and ſee if that 
is one of the papers found at the priſoner” s houſe ? | 

A. It is; my name is on it,—that is my hand writings and 
ſometimes I marked them within fide beſides. | 
Look at that other paper? (Ar. Pans 8 letter to the Oo” : 


of France.) 


A. That I found in \ his poſſeſſion. 
(Read by the clerł of the Court, of which the following 6 are extracts.) 
« FELLOW CiTIzZENs, | 
I receive with affectionate gratitude the honour which the 
lace National Aſſembly has conferred on me by adopting me 
Citizen of France, and the additional honour of being elected 
by my fellow - citizens a member of the National Convention; 
wholly impreſſed as I am by theſe ſentiments of reſpect, I feel 
my felicity increaſed, by ſceing the barrier broke down, & . 
Had theſe honours. been offered in an hour of national proſperity 
they would have afforded no other means but my accepting them 


and enjoying. them. I come not to enjoy repoſe, convinced 
that the cauſe of France is the cauſe of all mankind; and as 


liberty cannot be purchaſed by a wiſh, I gladly ſhare with you 


the dangers and honours neceſſary to ſaccels. | 


I am well aware that the moment of any great change, ſuch 


as that accompliſhed on the roth of Auguſt, is a moment of 
terror and confuſion, the mind continually without reſt till the 
change be accompliſhed. _ 

It is no longer the paltry cauſe of Kings, or of hin or that 
individual, that calls France into action; it is the great cauſe of 


all; it. is the eſtabliſhment of a new æra that ſhall blot on 
rom 
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from the earth, and fix on a laſting baſis the republic of 
man; &Cc, | 
lt has been my lot to hive borne a ſhare in one revolution. 
I mean the revolution of America. The ſucceſs that has ſince 
flowed to that country has amply rewarded her for all the hard- 
ſhips ſhe endured and the dangers the encountered, and an over - 
ruling providence is regencrating the old world by the principles 
of the new. 

« It is the oventiar honout of France that ſhe now raiſes 
the ſtandard of liberty for all nations, and in fighting her own' 
battles, contends for the rights of all mankind. The faine ſpirit 
of fortitude that inſured ſucceſs to America will inſure it to 
France; for it is impoſhble to conquer a nation determined to 
be free. 

« The deſpots know not what it is to fight againſt a nation; 
they have only been accuſtomed to make war one againſt. ano- 
ther, and here their knowledge and experience ends ; but in a 
conteſt like the preſent, a new and boundleſs variety of circum- 
ſtances ariſes that deranges all their calculations. New armies 
ariſe againſt them with the neceflity of the moment; it is then 
that the difficulties of the invading enemy multiply, and he finds 
them at the height when he expected them to end, &c. 

Liberty and equality are bleſſings too great to be the inhe- 
ritance of France alone; it is an honour to her to be the firſt 
| champion, and ſhe may now ſay to her enemies with a mighty 
voice, It is for all Europe, and not for France alone, that ſhe 
raiſes the ſtandard of liberty and equality, &c, &c.“ 

LE THOMAS CHAPMAN ſworn. 

8. What is ypur Chriſtian name? 

. A: Fhomas, 
9, What are you by buſineſs ? 
A. A bookſeller. 

9. Were you acquainted with Thomas Paine at any time? 

A. T was, 

I Did you ever print any boo for him? 

Yes, I did. 

Q: What work was it? 

A. A work intitled The Rights of Wee: 

5 Did you print one part, or more than that ? 

1 printed the firſt part intirely, and part of the ſecond 


art. | 
9. Was it the earlier part of the ſecond part, as it 1s called, 
that you printed, or the latter part? 
A. The earlier part, 
N Will you be ſo pas to look at theſe books, and 2 her 
ether 
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whether you eve this is the copy printed b you—you are 


i 


looking at the firſt part, do: you believe that firſt part to > be 3 


| N by you? 


A, You are ſpeaking as to this edition I ee 
x Yes, as to this edition. 

Yes I printed this firſt part. 
©. Have you any of it now in your roten ? 


A. No, none. | | 
2 Did you receive what you priaters call the whole > copy, or 


only a part? 


A. 1 received not entirely the whole. 
CT low far did you proceed in printing of that ſecond part ? 
I think, acording to the beſt of my recollection, that I 
printed as far as the letter K, that i is, I printed the 1 or 
theet I, which includes the 123th page of the book. 
The 128th page of the large edition? 
Pa Yes, I bad the copy, almoft the whole remaining 1 i 
and my people had compaſed 1 it, or ſet it up in the type, "bat 1 


did not finiſh it. 


©. What did you do with that part of the copy that you did 
not finiſn? 
A. I returned it to Mr. Paine by a ſervant of mine. | 
Did you ever after this converſe with Mr. Paine about it? 
A. I do not think that I faw Mr. Paine on the buſineſs after 
=; work was quite finiſhed. | 
Mr. Garrow. Now we will read ſome of the paſſages, if 
your Lordſhip Far (page 57 in Chapman's Edition.) I am 
now ſpeaking of the firſt par t, and that alone, (in the 2 edition 


Page 24.) 
F (Read by the Clerk of the Court. * | 
« Can then Mr. Burke produce the Engliſh conſtitution ? Ic he 
cannot, we may fairly conclude, that though it hath been fo 


much talked about, no ſuch thing as a conſlitution exiſſs, or 


ever did exiſt, and e that the people have 1 a con- 
ſtitution to form. 3 
(Page 59 Chapman's * cheap Edition page 25 * 
government on the principles on which conſtitutional go- 
vernments ariſing out of ſociety are eſtabliſhed, cannot have 
the right of altering itſelf, if it had it would be arbitrary. It 
might make itſelf what it pleaſed; and wherever ſuch a right 
is ſet up, it ſhews there is no conſtitution. "The a& by which the | 
Engliſh patiiament empowered itſelf to fit ſeven years, es 
there is no conſtitution in England, it might by the ſelf ſame au- 
thority, have ſat a greater number of years or for life, The 
Bill nich the preſent Mr. Pitt brought into parliament ſome 
years ago, to Reform Parliament, was on the ſame erroneous 


principle. The rights of reform! in the nation is in its origina 
| | | character, 


„ 


character, and the conſtitutional method would be by a general 
convention elected for the purpoſe. There is moreover a para- 
dox in the vitiated bodies reforming themſelves = 
(Page 6%, Chapman's evitim, cheap edition, 27.) © Much is to 
be learned from the French Conſtitution; Conqueſt and T'yran- 
ny tranſplanted themſelves with William the Conquerer from 
Normand) into England, and the country is yet disfigured with 
the marks, May then the example of all France contribute 
to regenerate the freedom which a province of it deſtroyed. 
(Page 161, Chapman's edition, cheap edition page 754.) © The 
two modes of government which prevail in the world are, firſt, 
governments by election and repreſentation. Secondly, the go- 
vernment by hereditary ſucceſſion; the former is generally 
known by the name of Republic, the latter by that of Mo- 
narchy and Ariſtocracy. : „ 0 
„ FThhoſe two diſtinct and oppoſite forms, erect themſelves on 
two diſtinct and oppoſite baſis of reaſon and ignorance, as the 
exerciſe of government requires talents and abilities, and as 
talents and abilities cannot have hereditary teſcent, it is evident 
that hereditary ſucceſſion requires a belief from man to which his 
reaſon cannot ſubſcribe, and which can only be eſtabliſhed upon 
his ignorance; and the more ignorant any country is, the better 
it is fitted for this fpecies of government. | 
(Page 165, Chapman's edition, cheap edition page 76.) 
„From the Revolutions of America and France, and the ſymp- 
toms that have appeared in other countries, it is evident that 
the opinion of the world is changed. with reſpect to ſyſtems of 
government, and that revolutions are not within the compaſs. 
of political calculations. The progreſs of time and circum- 
ſtances, which men aſſign to the accompliſhment of great changes, 
is too 'mechanical to meaſure the force of the mind, and the 
rapidity of reflection, by which revolutions are generated. All 
the old governments have received a ſhock from thoſe that al- 
ready appear, and which were once more improbable, and are 
a greater ſubject of wonder, than a general revolution in Europe 
would be now. Ee | 
When we ſurvey the wretched condition. of man, under 
tae monarchial and hereditary ſyſtems of goverament ! dragged 
trom his home by one power, or driven by another, and im- 
poveriſhed by taxes more than by enemies, it becomes evicent 
that thofe ſyſtems are bad, and that a general revolution in the 
principle and conſtruction of government is neceſſary. Whit 
is government more than the management of the affairs of the 
Ration? It is not, and from its nature cannot be, the property 
of any particular man or family, but of the whole community, 
at whoſe expence it is ſupported, and though by force or on- 
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trivance it hath been uſurped into an inheritance, the uſurpation 
cannot alter the right of things, Sovereignty, as a matter of 
right, appertains to the nation only, and not to any individual; 
and a nation has at all times an inherent indefeaſible right to 
aboliſh ar y form of government it finds inconvenient, and eſ- 
tabliſh ſuch as accords with its inherent diſpoſition and happineſs. 
The romantic and barbarous diſtinction of men into kings and 
ſubjects, though it may ſuit the condition of courtiers, cannot 
that of citizens, and is exploded by the principle upon which 
governments are now founded; every citizen is a member of 
the ſovereignty, and as ſuch can acknowledge no perional ſub- 
jection; and his obedience can be only to the laws. 

« When men think of what government is, they muſt neceſ- 
ſorily ſuppoſe it to poſſeſs a knowledge of all the objects and 
matters upon which its authority is to be exeiciſed. In this view 
of government, the Republican ſyſtem, as eftabliſhed by Ame- 
rica and France, operates to embrace. the whole of a nation; 
and the knowledge neceflary to the intereſt of all the parts, is 
to be found in the center, which the parts by repreſentation form; 
but the old governments are on a conilruftion that excludes 
knowledge as well as happineſs; government by monks, who 

-know nothing of the world beyond the walls of a convent, is 
as confiftent as government by kings, What were formerly 
called Revolutions, were litile more than a change of perſons, 

or an alteration of local circumftznces. They rote and fell like 
things of courſe. and had nothing in their exiſtences or their 
fate that could influence beyond the ſpot that produced them; 
but what we now fee in the world from the revolution of Ame- 
rica and France, are a renovation of the natural order of 
things, a ſyſtem of principles as univerſal as truth and the exiſ- 
tence of man, and combining moral with political happineſs 
and national proſperity, e 

« I. Men are born and always continue free and equal in 
reſpect of their rights, Civil diſtinctions therefore can be 
founded only on pubkc utility. ES, 0 

II. The end of all political aſſaciations, is the preſerva- 
tion of the natural and impreſcriptible rights of man, and 
and theſe rights are liberty, property, ſecurity and reſiſtance 
of oppreſſion. | AE Hons 55 
„III. The nation is eſſentially the ſource of all ſovereignty, 
nor can 2ny individual of any body of men, be intitled to any 
authority which is not expreſsly derived from it. 

« In theſe principles there is nothing to throw a nation into 
confuſion by inflaming ambition, they are calculated to call forth 
wiſdom 21d abilities, and to exerciſe them for the public good, 
and not for the emolument or aggrandizement of particular 
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deſcriptions of men or families. Monarchial ſovereignty, the 
enemy of mankind, the ſource of miſery, is aholithed, aud ſo- 
vereignty itſelf is reſtored to its natural and original place, the 
Nation, Woere this the caſe thouzhout Europe, the cauſe of 
Wars would be taken away. 

It is attributed to Henry IV. of France, a man of an 
enlarged and benevolent heart, that he propoſed, about the 
year 1610, a plan for aboliſhing war in Eurcpe. "The plan 
conſiſted in conſtituting an European Congreſs, or as the French 
author ſiiles it, a Pacific: Republic, by appointing delegates 
from the ſeveral nations, who were to act as a Court of Arbi- 
tration in any diſputes that might ariſe between nation and 
nation. „ 

“ Had ſuch a plan been adopted at the time it was propoſed, 
the taxes of England and France, as two of the parties, would 
have been at leaſt ten millions ſterling annually to each na- 
tion leſs than they were at the commencement of the French 
Revolution, „ | OSS 

.& To conceive a cauſe why ſuch a plan has not been 
adopted, and that inſtead of a Congreſs for the purpoſe of pre- 
venting war, it hath only been called for terminating a war, 
after a fruitleſs expence of ſeveral years, it will be neceſſary to 
conſider the intereſt of governments as a diſtinct intereſt to 
that of nations. „ | 
„Whatever is the cauſe of taxes to a nation, or becomes 
alſo the means of revenue to a government. Every war ter- 
minates with an addition of taxes, and conſequently with an 
addition of revenue; and in any event of war, in the manner 
they are now commenced and concluded, the power and in- 
tereſts of governments are increaſed. War, therefore, from 
its productiveneſs, as it eaſily furniſhes the pretence of neceflity 
for taxes and appointments to places, and offices, becomes a 
princpal part of the ſyſtem of old governments; and to eſtabliih 
any mode to aboliſh war, however advantageous it might be to 
nations, would be to take from ſuch governments the moſt lu- 
crative of its branches; the frivolous matters upon which war 
is made, ſhew the diſpoſition and avidity of governments to 
uphold the ſyſtem of war, and betray the motives upon which 
they act. | yon 1 Ee = 

« Why are not Republics plunged into war, hut becauſe the 
nature of their gqvernment does not admit of an intereſt diitinct 
from that of the nation; even Holland, though aa ill conſtructed 
Republic, and with a commerce extending over the world, ex- 
ited nearly a century without war, and the inſtant the form of 
government was changed in France, the republican principies 
of peace and domeſtic proſperity and ceconomy aroſe with the 
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new government, and the ſame conſequences would follow'the 


* 


ſame cauſes in other nations. Shes 

&« As war is the ſyſtem of government on the old conſtruction, 
the animoſity which nations reciprocally entertain, is nothing 
more than what the policy of their governments excites, to keep 
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up the ſpirit of the ſyſtem; each government accuſes the other 
of perfidy, intrigue, and ambition, as a means of heating the 


imagination of their reſpective nations, and incenſing them to 


| hoſtilities. Man is not the enemy of man, but through the 


medium of a falſe ſyſtem of government; inſtead, therefore, of 


_ exclaiming againſt the ambition of kings, the exclamation 
| ſhould be directed againſt the principles of ſuch governments; 
and inſtead of ſeeking to reform the individual, the wiſdom of a 


nation ſhould apply itſelf to reform the ſyſtem. - * 

«© Whether the forms and maxims of government, which are 
{till in practice, were adapted to the condition of the world at 
the period they were eſtabliſhed, is not in this caſe the queſ- 
tion ; the older they are, the leſs correſpondence can they 
have with the preſent ſtate of things, time and change of dir- 
cumſtances and opinions, have the ſame progreſſive effect, in 
rendering modes of government obſolete, as they have upon cuſ- 
toms and manners; agriculture, commerce, manufactures, and 
the tranquil acts, by which the properties of nations 1s beſt pro- 
moted, required a different ſyſtem of government, and a different 


| ſpecies of knowledge to direct its operations, than might have 


been required in the former condition of the world, 5 
As it is not difficult to perceive from the enlightened ſtate of 


mankind, that hereditary governments are verging to their 


decline, and that revolutions, on the broad baſis of national ſo- 


vereignty, aud government by repreſentation, are making their 


way in Europe, it would be an act of wiſdom to anticipate their 
approach, and preduce revolutions by reaſon and accomedation, 
rather than comuiit them to the iſſue of convulſion. 55 
« From what we now ſee, nothing of reform in the political 
world vught to be held improbable. It is an age of revolutic ns, 
in which every thing may be looked for, The intrigue of Courts, 
by which the ſyſtem of war is kept up, may provoke a confeder- 


acy of nations to aboliſh it, and an European congreſs to patro- 


niſe the progreſs of free government, and promote the civilization 
of nations with each other, is an event nearer in probability, than 
once were the revolutions and alliance of France and America. 

(Second Part, Chapman's edition, page 21. © All hereditary ge- 
vernment is in its nature tyranny, an heritable crown, or an heri- 


table throne, or by what other fancitu] name ſuch things may 
be called, have no other ſigniſicant explanation than that man- 


5 kind 


. 1 


kind are heritable property; to inherit a government is to inherit 
the people, as if they were flocks and herds. 9 
(Second Part, Chapman's edition, page 27.) © How irrational 
then is the Hereditary Syſtem, which eſtabliſhes channels of pow= 
er in company with which wiſdom refuſes to flow.by continuing 
this abſurdity ; man is perpetually in contradiction with himſelf, 
he accepts for a king, or a chief magiſtrate, or a legiſlator, a 
perſon whom he would not elect for a conſtable, | 
(Page 47, Chapman's edition.) „ This convention met at 
Philadelphia, in may 1787, of which General Waſhington was 
elected preſident, he was not at that time connected with any 
of the = governments, or with Congreſs, he delivered up 
his commiſſion when the war ended, and ſince that had lived a 
private citizen. 7 „ N 
« The convention went deeply into all the ſubjects; and hav- 
ing, after a variety of debate and inveſtigation, agreed among 
themſelves, upon the ſeveral parts of a federal Sa ; the 
next queſtion was the manner of giving it authority and prac- 
tice. a FANG Fo Ce 
“% For this purpoſe they did not, like a cabal of courtiers, ſend 
for a Dutch Stadtholder or a German elector; but they referred 
the whole matter to the ſenſe and intereſt of the country ; they 
| firſt directed that the propoſed conſtitution ſhould be publiſhed. 
Secondly, that each ſtate ſhould elect a convention, expreſsly for 
the purpoſe of taking it in conſideration, and of ratifying or re- 
jecting it, and that as ſoon as the approbation and ratification of 
nine. ſtates ſhould be given, that thoſe ſtates ſhould proceed to 
the election of their proportion of members, to the new federal 


government, and that the operation of it ſhould then begin, and 
the former federal government ceaſe. 7 | 


— 


[Page 52, ſame edition ) „ The hiſtory of the Edwards, and 
the Henrys, and up to the commencement of the Stuarts, ex- 

hibits as many inſtances fof tyranny as could be acted within the 
limits to which the na tion had reſtricted it, The Stuarts endea- 
voured to paſs thoſe limits, and their fate is well known. In all 


thoſe inſtances, we ſee nothing of a conſtitution, but only of re- 
ſtriction on aſſumed power. +. 


« After this, another William deſcended from the ſame ſtock, 
and claiming trom. the ſame origin, gained poſſeſſion; and of the 
two evils, James and William, the nation preferred what it thought 
the leaſt, fince from circumſtances it muſt take one. The act 
called the bill of rights comes here into view. What is it but a 

argain, which the parts of the government made with each 
other, to divide power, profits and privileges? you ſhall have ſo 
much, ard I will have the reſt; and-with reſpect to the nation, 
it ſaid for your ſhare, you ſhall have the right of petitioning, — 
this being the caſe, the bill of rights is more properly a bill of 
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the Ruſſian and Turkiſh war, the majority in the Houſe of Peers 


— 


162] 


wrongs and of inſult. As to what is called the Convention Par- 


| liament, it was a thing that made itſelf, and then made the au- 


thority by which it acted. A few perſons got together, and 
called themſelves by that name. Several of them had never 
been elected, and none of them for the purpoſe. = 
From the time of William, a ſpecies of government aroſe, 
iſſuing out of this coalition bill of right and more ſo ſince the 
corruption introduced at the Hanover ſucceſſion, by the agencies 
of Walpole, that can be deſcribed by no other name than a 
deſpotic legiſlation, Though the parts may embarraſs each 
other, the whole has no bounds, and the only right it acknow- 


leges out of itſelf, is the right of petitioning. Where there 
is the conſtitution either that gives or that reſtrains power. 


&« Tt is not becauſe a part of the government is elective that 
makes it leſs deſpotiſm, if the perſon ſo elected poſſeſs after- 
ward, as a parliament, unlimited powers ; election in this caſe 
becomes ſeparated from repreſentation, and the candidates are 
candidates for deſpotiſm. 8 | e 

« T cannot believe that any nation, reaſoning on its own 
rights, would have thought of calling thoſe things a conſtitution, 
if the cry of conſtiution had not been fet up by the government. 


It has got into circulation, like the words bore and guoz, by be- 


ing chalked up in the ſpeeches of par liament as thoſe words were 
on window-ſhutters and door- poſts; but whatever the conſtitu- 


tion may be in other reſpects, it has undoubtedly been the moſt 


productive machine of taxation that ever was invented. The 
taxes in France, under the new conſtitution, are not quite 138. 
per head; and the taxes in England, under what is called its 
preſent conſtitution, are 48s. 6d. per head, men, women, and 
children, amounting to nearly ſeventeen millions {terling, which 
is upwards of a million more,” | | : 

(P. 63, ſame edition.) With reſpect to the two houſes of 
which the Engliſh Parliament is compoſed, they appear to be ſo 
effectually influenced into one, and as a legiſlature to have no 
temper of its own; the miniſter, whoever he may be, touches 


it as with an opium wand, and it fleeps obedience; but if we 


look at the diſtin abilities of the two houſes the difference will 
appear fo great-as to ſhew the inconſiſtency of placing power 
where there can be no certainty of the judgment to uſe it. 
Wretched as the ſtate of the repreſentation 1s England, it is 
manhood compared with what is called the Houle of Lords; and 


ſo little is this nick named Houſe regarded that the people 


ſcarcely enquire at any time what it is doing; it appears alſo to 
be the moſt under influence, and the furtheit removed from the 
general intereſt of the nation. In the debate on engaging in 
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in favour of it was upwards of ninety, when in the other Houſe, 
which is more than double its numbers, the majority was fixty- 
three”? 55 | Retr op 1 | 

(. 65, the ſame edition.) © But in whatever manner the ſe- 
parate parts of a conſtitution may be arranged, there is one ge- 
neral principle that diſtinguiſhes freedom from ſlavery, which is, 
that all hereditary government over a people is to them a ſpecies 
of ſlavery, and repreſentative government is freedom.“ 

(P. 107, the ſame boch.) „ Having thus glanced at ſome of 
the defects of the two Houſes of Parliament, I ſhall proceed to 
what is called the Crown, upon which I ſhal] be very conciſe. 

Alt ſignifies a nominal office of a million ſterling a year, the 
buſineſs of which conſiſts in receiving the money, whether the 
_ perſon be wile or foolith, ſane or inſane, a native or a foreigner, 
matters not; every miniſtry acts upon the ſame idea that Mr. 
Burke writes, namely, that the people muſt be hoodwinked with 
and held in ſuperſtitious ignorance by ſome bugbear or other, 


and vhat is called the Crown anſwers this purpoſe, and therefore 


it anſwers all the purpoſes ro be expected from it. This is more 
than can be ſaid of the two other branches. 5 
Mr. Erſkine, Read the Preface to the book.——The Clerk 
began reading the Dedication. —Mr. Erskine ſaid, I deſired the 
Preface to be read; that is the Dedication. 
Mr. Law. Read the Dedication firſt, and afterwards the 
Preface. 1 5 EA | | Ee” 
8 ( Read by the Clerk of the Gurt.) 
To M. DE La FaveTTE. | 

After an acquaintance of nearly fifteen years, in difficult 
ſituations in America, and various conſultations in Europe, I feel 
a pleaſure in pr=ſenting to you this ſmall treatiſe, in gratitude 
for your ſervices to my beloved America, and as a teſtimony of 
my eſteem for the virtues, public and private, which I know you 
to poſleſs. | . | 

The only point upon which I could ever diſcover that we 
differed, was not as to principles of government, but as to time. 
For my own part, I think it equally as injurious to good prin- 
ciples to permit them to linger, as to puſh them on too faſt, 
That which you ſuppoſe accompliſhable in fourteen or fifteen 
years, I may believe practicable in a much ſhorter period. Man- 


kind, as it appears to me, are always ripe enough to underſtand 
their true intereſt, provided it be-preſented clearly to their un- 


derſtanding, and that in a manner not to create ſuſpicion by any 


thing like ſelf deſign, nor offend by aſſuming too much. Where 


we would wiſh to reform we muſt not reproach, 8 
« When the American revolution was eſtabliſhed, I felt a diſ- 
poſition to fit ſerenely down and enjoy the calm. It did not ap- 


pear I 
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pear to me that any object could afterwards ariſe great enough to 
make me quit tranquillity, and feel as I had felt before. But 
when principle, and not place, is the energetic cauſe of action, a 

man, I find, is every where the fame, VV 
I] am now once more in the public world; and as I have not 

a right to contemplate on ſo many years of remaining life as you 
bave, I am reſolved to labour as faſt as I can; and as I am anxi- 
ous for your aid and your company, I with you to hatten your 
principles and overtake me. 5 2 | | 
If you make a campaign the enſuing ſpring, which it is moſt 

| Probable there will be no occaſion for, I will come and join you, 

Should the campaign commence, I hope it will terminate in the 

extinction of German deſpotiſm, and in eſtabliſhing the freedom 

of all Germany. When France ſhall be ſurrounded with revo- 

lutions, ſhe will be in peace and ſafety, and her taxes, as well as 
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5 thoſe of Germany, will conſequently become leſs. 5 
'F | &« Your lincere, affectionate friend, | | 
1 London. Feb. 9, 1792. ITzoMAS Paine.” 
1 „ | PREFACE: | 
5 When !] began the chapter entitled the “ Concluſion” in the 5 
3 former part of the RIGHTS of MAN, publiſhed laſt year, it c 
4 was my intention to have extended it to a greater length; but I 
oi in caſting the whole matter in my mind which I wiſhed to add, t 
1 1 found that I muſt either make the work too bulky, or contract a 
i my plan too much. I therefore brought it to a cloſe as ſoon as ti 
5 the ſubject would admit, and reſerved what I had further to ſay c 
bi to another opportunity. on 2 | | n 
+ Several other reaſons contributed to produce this determi- A 
14 nation, I wiſhed to know the manner in which a work, written g 

i in a ſtyle of thinking and expreſſion different to what had been 
* cuſtomary in England, would be received before I ventured far- m 
| ther. A great field was opening to the view of mankind by i 
means of the French Revolution, Mr. Burke's outrageous op- R 
poſition thereto brought the controverſy into England. He at- in 
tacked principles which he knew (from information) I would 2 
conteſt with him, becauſe they are principles which believe to th 
be good, and which I have contributed to eſtabliſh, and con- Bu 
ceive myſelf bound to defend. Had he not urged the contro- 
verſy, I had moſt probably been a ſilent man. VV Ne 
Another reaſon for deterring the remainder of the work anf 
was, that Mr. Burke promiſed in his firſt publication to renew pul 
the ſubjeR at another opportunity, and to make a compariſon of kn 

what he called the Engliſh and French conſtitutions. I there- 

fore held myſelf in reſerve for kim. He has publiſhed two works 

ſince, without doing this; which he certainly would not hav 


- 


omitted, had the compariſon been in his favour, 2 ] 


5 1 
In his laſt work e His Appeal from the New to the ON Whigs, 
he has quoted about ten pages from the Rights of Man, and 


Having given himſelf. the trouble of doing this, ſays, © he ſhall. 


not attempt in the ſmalleſt degree to reſute them, meaning the 
principles therein contained, 1 am enough acquainted with Mr. 
Burke to know, that he would if he could. But inſtead of con- 
teſting them, he immediately after conſoles himſelf with ſaying, 


that he has done his part.” — He has not done his part. He 


has not performed his promiſe of a compariſon of conſtitutions. 
He ſtarted the controverſy, he gave the challenge, and has fled 
from it; and he is now a caſe in point with his own opinion, that, 
« the age of chivalry is goneꝰ . 
The title, as well as the ſubſtance of his laſt work, his © 4p. 
peal, is his condemnation. Principles muſt ſtand on their own 
merits, and if they are good they certainly will. To put them 
under the ſhelter of other mens authority, as Mr. Burke has 
done, ſerves to bring them into ſuſpicion, Mr. Burke is not 


very fond of dividing his honours, but in this caſe he is artfully 


dividing the diſgrace. But who are thoſe to whom Mr. Burke 
made his appeal? A ſet of childiſh thinkers and half-way poli- 
ticians born in the laſt century; men who went no farther with 


any principle than as it ſuited their purpoſe as a party; the na- 


tion was always left out of the queſtion ; and this has been the 
character of every party from that day to this. The nation ſees 


nothing in ſuch works, or ſuch politics worthy its attention. 


A little matter will move a party, but it muſt be ſomething 
great that moves a nations _ NL ior . W 

« Though i fee nothing in Mr. Burke's Appeal worth taking 
much notice of, there is, however, one expreſſion upon which: 
I ſhall offer a few remarks. —After quoting largely from the 
Rights of Man, and declining to conteſt the principles contained 


in that work, he ſays, This will moſt probably be done ( 


ſuch writings fhall be thought to deſerve any other refutation than 


that af criminal juſtice by others, who may think with Mr, 


Burke and with the ſame zeal. : bf 

in the firſt place, it has not yet been done by any body, 
Not leſs, I believe, than eight or ten pamphlets intended as 
anſwers to the former part of the“ Rights of Man” have been 
publiſhed by different. perſons, and not one of them to my 
knowledge, has extended to a ſecond edition, nor are even the 
titles of them ſo much as generally remembered. As I am 
averſe to unneceffarily multiplying publications, I have an- 


iwered none of them. And as I believe that a man may write 
bimfelf out of reputation when nobody elſe can do it, 1 am care- 


fal to avoid that rock. 
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it would be a refutation. But in proceeding by the method Mr. 
Burke alludes to, the condemnation would, in the final event, 


and in this caſe, I had rather be the author, than be either the 


] 


x 2 
os 1 * 
+ 

1 
. 7 
3 J 
F 
4 

2 : 
46; 
4 ü 
. 5 
1 
- 7+ 
4387 u 
mens & 
Tv * . 
3 : 
 Þ} 1 
I 

© 

35 "Wl 

18 
>. 
* 

+ 


266 J 


ce But as 1 would decline unneceſſary publications on the one 
hand, fo would I avoid every thing that might appear like ſullen 


pride on the other. If Mr. Burke, or any perſon on his fide 


the queſtion, will produce an anſwer to the “ Rights of Man,” 


that ſhall extend to an half, or even to a fourth part of the num- 


ber of copies to which the Rights of Man extended, I will re- 
ply to his work. But until this be done, I ſhall fo far take the 
ſenſe of the public for my guide (and the world knows | am 


not a flatterer) that what they do not think worth while to 
read, is not worth mine to anſwer. I ſuppoſe the number of 
copies to which part of the Rights of Man extended, taking 


England, Scotland, and Ireland, is not leſs than between forty - 
and fifty thouſand. : | | 
I now come to remark on the remaining part of the quota- 


tion I have made from Mr. Burke. 


lf,“ ſays he, © ſuch writings ſhall be thought to deſerve 
any other refutation than that of criminal juſtice. 
« Pardoning the pun, it muſt be criminal juſtice indeed that 
ſhould condemn a work as a ſubſtitute for not being able to re- 
fute it. The greateſt condemnation that could be paſſed upon 


paſs upon the criminality of the proceſs and not upon the work, 


judge or the jury, that ſhould condemn it. | 
« But to come at once to the point, I have differed from ſome | 
profeſſional gentlemen on the ſubje& of proſecutions, and I , 
fince find they are falling into. my opinion, which I will here : 
ſtate as fully, but as conciſely as I can. | e [ 
& will firſt put a caſe with reſpect to any law, and then e 
compare it with a government, or with what in England is, or . 
has been, called a conſtitution, | 5 | f 
« It would be an act of deſpotiſm, or what in England is ; 
called arbitrary power, to make a law to prohibit inveſtigating 5 
the principles, good or bad, on which ſuch a law, or any other i 
is founded. 1 5 1 
« If a law be bad, it is one thing to oppoſe the practice of Y 

it, but it is quite a different thing to expole its errors, to reaſon 
on its defects, and to ſhew cauſe why it ſhould be repealed, or by 
why another ought to be ſubſtituted in its place. I have always 8 
held it an opinion (making it alſo my practice) that it is better to 0 
obey a bad law, making uſe at the ſame time of every argument S 
to thew its errors and procure its repeal, than forcibly to violate =, 
it; becauſe the precedent of breaking a bad law might weaken - 


the force, and lead to a diſcretionary violation of thoſe which 
are good. 05 ” 
The 
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ee The 81 is the ſame with reſpect to principles and forms of 


government, or to what are called conſtitutions and the parts OM 


which they are compoſed. 
« It is for the good of nations, and not for the emolument or 


aggrandizement of particular individuals, that government ought 


to be eſtabliſhed, and that mankind are at the expence of ſup- 


porting it. The defects of every government and conſtitution, 
both as to principle and form muſt, on a parity of reaſoning, be 
as open to diſcuſſion as the defects of a law, and it is a duty 
which every man owes to ſociety to point them out. When 
thoſe defects, and the means of remedying them are generally 
ſeen by a nation, that nation will reform its government or 1ts 
conſtitution in the one caſe, as the government repealed or re- 


formed the law in the other. "The operation of government is 


reſtricted to the making and the adminiſtering of laws; but it is 


to a nation that the right of forming or reforming, generating 


or regenerating conſtitutions and government belong ; and 
conſequently thoſe ſubjects as ſubjects of inveſtigation, are al- 
ways before a country as a matter of right, and cannot, without 
invading the general rights of that country, be made ſubjects 
for proſecution. On this ground | will meet Mr. Burke when- 
ever he pleaſe, It is better that the whole argument ſhould come 

out, than to ſeek to ſtifle it. It was himſelf that opened ms 
controverſy, and he ought not to deſert it. 

e do not believe that monarchy and ariſtocracy will continue 
ſeven years longer in any of the enlightened countries in Europe. 
f better reaſons can be ſhewn for tnem than againſt them, they 
will ftand;. if the contrary, they will not. Mankind are not 
now to be told they ſhall not think, or they ſhall not read; and 
publications that go no farther than to inveſtigate principles of 
government, to invite men to reaſon and to reflect, and to ſhew 
the errors and excellencies of different ſyſtems, nave a right to 
appear, If they do not excite attention, they ar? not worth the 
trouble of a proſecution z and if they do, the profecution will 
amount to nothing, fince it cannot amount to a prohibition of 
reading. This would be a ſentence on the public, inſtead of 


the author, and would alſo be the moſt effectual woe of mak- 


ing or haſtening revolutions. 
On all caſes that apply univerſally to a nation, with reſpect 


to ſyſtems of government, a jury of twelve men is not compe- 


tent to decide. Where there are no witneſſes to be examined, 
no facts to be proved, and where the whole matter is before the 
whole public, and the merits or demerits of it reſting on their 
opinion; and where there is nothing to be known in a court, but 
| What every body knows out of it, every twelve men is equally 

as good a jury as the other, and would moſt probably reverſe 
L1l2 each 
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ch thin” > verdict; or from the variety of their opinions, not 


be able to form one. It is one caſe, whether a nation approve 


a work, ora plan; but is quite another caſe, whether it will 
commit to any ſuch jury the power of determining whether that 
nation have a right to, or thall reform its goverament, or not. 


1 mention thoſe caſes, that Mr. Burke may fee I have not writ- 
ten on government without reflecting on what is law, as well as 


on what are rights —The only effectual jury in ſuch cafes would 
be, a convention of the whole nation fairly elected; for in all 
fuch caſes the whole nation is the vicinage If Mr. Burke will 
propoſe ſuch a jury, I will wave all privileges of being the citizen 


of any other country, and, defending its principles, abide the 


iſſuc, provided he will do the ſame ; for my opinion is, that his 
work and his principles would be condemned inſtead of mine. 

« As to the prejudices which men have from education and 
habit, in favour of any particular form or ſyſtem of government, 
thoſe prejudices have yet to {land the teſt of reaſon and reflection. 
In fact, ſuch prejudices are nothing. No man is prejudiced i in 
favour of. a thing, knowing it to be wrong. He is attached to 
it on the belief of its being right ; and when he ſecs it is not fo, 
the prejudice will be gone. We have but a defective idea of 
what prejudice is. It might be ſaid, that until men think for 
themſelves the whole is prejudice, and not opinion; for that only 
is opinion which is the rejult of reaſon and reflection. 1 offer 


this 1emark, that Mr. Burke may not conhde tœo much in what 


has been the cuſtomary prejudices of the country. 


I do not believe that the people of England have ever been 


fairly and candidly dealt by. They have been in pofed upon by 
parties, and by men aſſuming the character of leaders, It is 


time that the nation ſhould riſe above thoſe trifles. It is time to 


diſmiſs that inattention which has fo long been the encouraging 
cauſe of ſtretching taxation to exceſs. It is time to diſmits all 
thoſe ſongs and toaſts which are calculated to enſlave,. and ope- 
rate to futiccatc reflection. On all ſuch ſubjects men have but 


to think, and they will neither act wrong nor be mifled. To ” 
- ſay that any people are not fit for freedom, is to make poverty 
"their choice, and to fa they had rather be loaded with taxes 


than not. If ſuch a caſe could be proved, it would equally 
prove, that thoſe who govern are not fit to govern them, for 


they are a part of the ſame national maſs, 


« But admitting governments to be changed all over Europe; 
jt certainly may be done without convulſion or revenge. It is 
not worth making changes or revolutions, unleſs it be for ſome 
great national benefit; and when this ſha!] appear to a nation, 
te danger will be, as in America and France, to thoſe who 

o pole 3 and with this reflection I cloſe my Preface, 
TY London, Feb, 9, 1792. I. HOMAS PAINE.” | 
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conſtitution and its government. 


[ a} 


Mp."Gorrnw, I beg your Lordſhip's pardon, I miſſed fome 


parts that I meant to have read. Ds 
go | i Read by the Clerk of the Gurt 

(Page 61.) © The fraud, hypocriſy and impoſition of go- 
vernments are beginning to be too well underitood, to promiſe 
them any long career; the farce of monarchy and ariltocrac 
in all countries, is following that of chivalry, and Mr. Burke 
is dreſſing for the funeral. et it then paſs quietly to the tomb 
of ail other follies, and the mourners. be comforted, the time 1s 


not very diſtant, when England will laugh at itſelf for ſending 


to Holland, Hanover, Zell or Brunſwick for men, at the expence 


of a million a year, who underſtood neither her laws, her lan- 
guage, nor her intereſt, and whoſe capacities would ſcarcely 
have fitted them for the office of a pariſh conſtable, if govern- 
ment could be truited to ſuch hands, it muſt be ſome ſimple and 
eaſy thing indeed, and materials for all the purpoſes, may be 
found in every town and village in England. 


« When it ſhall be ſaid in any country in the world my poor 
are happy, neither ignorance nor diſtreſs is to be found among 


them, my jails are empty of priſoners, my ſtreets of beggars, the 
azed are not in want, the taxes are not oppreſſive, the rational 


world is my friend, becauſe I am the friend of its happineſs, 


when theſe things can be ſaid, then may that country boaſt its 


« Within the ſpace of a few years, we have ſeen two revolutions, 


thoſe of America and France, in the former the conteſt was 


long and the conflict ſevere, in the latter, the nation acted with 


ſuch a confolidated impulſe, that having no foreign enemy to con- 


end with, the revolution was complete in power the moment it 
appeared. From both theſe inſtances, it is evident, that the 
greateſt forces that can be brought in the field of revolutions 


are reaſon and common intereſt, where theſe can have the oppor- 


tunity of acting, oppoſition dies with fear, or crumbles away by 
conviction, it is a great ſtanding which they have now univer- 


ſally obtained; and we may hereafter hope to ſee revolutions, 


or changes in governments, produced with the ſame quiet oper- 
ation, by which any meaſure determinable by reaſon and diſcuſ- 


ſion is accompliſhed, 


« When a nation changes its opinions and habits of thinking, 


it is no longer to be governed 2s before, but it would not only 
be wrong, but bad policy to attempt by force what ought to be 
accompliſhed by reaſon. Rebellion conſiſts in. forcibly oppoſing 
the general will of a nation, whether by a party or by a govern- 
ment, There ought therefore to be in every nation, a method 
of ocaſionally aſcertaining the ſtate of public opinion with reſ- 
pect to government, On this point the old government of 

| | | France, 
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| France, was ; ſuperior to the preſent. government e of England; be⸗ 


cauſe on extraordinary occaſions, recourſe could be had to what 
was then called the States General, but in England there are no 
fuch occaſional bodies, and as to thoſe whe 3 are nod called re- 
preſentatives, a great part of them are mere machines of the Court, 
placemen and dependents. 
(Page 170, the fame edition) © I know it is the opinion of many 
of the molt enlightened characters in France, (there always will 
be theſe who will ſee farther into events than others) not only 
among the general maſs of citizens, but of many of the principal 
members of the former national aſſembly, that the monarchial 
plan will not continue many years in that country, they have 
found out that wiſdom cannot be made hereditary, power ought 
not, and that for a man to merit a million ſterling a year, from 


a nation he ought to have a mind capable of comprehending, from 


an atom to a univerſe, which if he had, he would be above re- 
ceiving the pay. But they wiſhed not to appear to lead the na- 


tion farther than its own reaſon and intereſt dictated. In all the 


converſations where I have been preſent on the ſubject, the idea 
always was, that when ſuch a time, from the general opinion of 
the nation, ſhall arrive, that the honourable and liberal method 
would be, to make a handſome preſent in fee limple, to the per- 
fon, whoever he may be, that ſhall then be in the monarchial 
office, and for him to retire to the enjoyment of private life, 


poſſeſſing his ſhare of general right and privileges, and to be no 
more accountable to the public for 1 time and his conduct 


than any otier citizen.“ | 
Mr. Garrov. I will not trouble weir Lordſhip with any 
more paſſages from Mr. Paine; I will now produce in evidence 


to your Lordſhip the next paſſage, i in order to that which-was read 


before, from the minutes of the Conſtitutional Society. I believe 
the laſt paſſage that your Lordſhip toox a note of was the 
28th of September. I believe there has been nothing read fince 


that, your Lordſhip will be pleaſed to ſee if I am correct. 


( Read by the Clerk of the Gurt) 

“October 5th, 1792. At a meeting of the ſociety met at the 
Crown and Anchor Tavern in the Strand, Mr. J. H. Tooke, 
Mr. Sharpe, Mr. Sturch, Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Bonney, Mr. ]. 
Martin, Mr. Symonds, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Chapwell, Mr. Wal- 


pole, Mr. Berryman, Mr. Rich, Dr. Edwards, Mr. J. Adams, . 


Mr. J. Williams, Mr. Hardy and Mr. Sinclair. | 

“ Ordcered, that the letter from the Correſponding Society, 
entered on the minutes of the laſt meeting, together with the 
refolution of the Society thercon, be publiſhed in the news- 


. Read 
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% Read Mr, Barlow's Letter to the National Convention of 
France, on the defects of the conſtitution of 1791, and the 
extent of the amendment which ought to be applied. 

„% GENTLEMEN, 

c have juſt publiſhed a ſmall treatiſe in a letter to the Na- 
tional Convention, on the defects of the conſtitution in 1797, 
and the extents of the amendment which ought to be applied. 
Although the obſervations contained in this are more particularly 
to be applied to the French nation. Yet, as the true principles of 
government are the ſame in all countries, which are founded on 
the Rights of Man, I therefore preſent a copy of it to you, with 
the ſame confidence that I have done to the National Conven- 
tion; a confidence ariſing from a fullneſs of conviction that the 
work | is founded on truth "and reaſon; for if they ſeem not fo im- 
mediately reducible to practice in the government of this 
country, as in that of France, yet their « examination of them 
cannot be unſeaſonable to any nation. A great revolution is 
undoubtedly to be expected in all Europe, &c.” 

At a meeting held at the Crown and Anchor in the Strand, 
on -the 12th of October, preſent, Mr, Buſh in the chair, 
read Mr, Barlow's Letter to the National Convention of France, 
on the defects of the conſtitution of 1791, and the extent of 
the amendment which ought to be applied, 

C Reſolved, That Mr. Sturch be required to . up an an- 
ſwer to the Letter of Mr. Barlow, read at the laſt meeting, ex- 
preſſing how much pride the Society feel at having elected him 
an honorary member. 
| Joseen JonnsoN ſworn. 

95 I believe you are a bookſeller i in St. Paul's herb F ? 

„ Nei, a 
Be ſo good to look at that book in your hand, and tell 
me Whether you publiſhed it? 

A. I cannot anſwer that. 

Q. Do you know Mr, Barlow? 

A. I do. 

. I am not aſking you. at orefent whether this is a piece of 
paper come out of your ſhop : have the goodneſs to attend to 
the queſtion, you. know Mr. Barlow you ſay! 

A. I do. 

9. Did you at any time publiſh a work with the title of the 
lame work that you have in your hand; 85 

2 | 

9. Did you receive from him what the brenn call the copy 
or manuſcript? 


. He gave it to me, or the printer, I do! not know: which. | 
| = Who 


1 


Who paid for it? 

Phe fale paid for it. 
9, Can you tell whether chat o was publiſhed by you? | 
A. I believe it to be fo: | publiſhed a great 232 : 
©. Have you any doubt? | 
A. I cannot ſay | have any doubt. 


LO 


A. No. 
| SL Did you ſel! any? 
Yes. 

2. How many do you ehink Ce 

DP I cannot tell. 

V About how many thouſands do you think: I 
Te cannot tell. 

9. Did you fell many or few ? 

2 I cannot tell what you mean by many. 
Did you ſell ſome dozens ? 
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ſuppoſed a libel.—Afterwards it was proved to be one.— I ask 
the Court whether I am to anſwer that queſtion or no? 
Court. You ought not to be preſſed on that queſtion. 
Mr. Garraw. Do you know whether the book called the 
Rights of Man had a large ſale or no? _ 
A. I can ſay that I think that the fale was large. 
©. Do you recolle& receiving any number of copies of a 


know whether any certain number of that publication was fent 
to you by any body, ſeven hundred, for inſtance ? I'll aſſiſt Jour 
memo! 


country ; a parcel ſent to be conveyed in a coach, 

. Do you know by whole order, or where they came 
from | 7 | 
A. 1 do not. 
D. What quantity might! be ſold of Joel Barlow's Letter ? 
A. Perhaps hve or ſix hundred, I believe not more. 


pallages that are marked. 

{The Clerk reads.) 

« A Letter to ah National Convention of Fratics' on the De- 
tects of the Conſtitution of 1791, and the Extent of the 
Amendment which ought to be applied, By you Bar- 
low, &c. 

« Grurizuu 


* : 5 N k 


Q. You publiſh a good deal, Mr. Johnſon, and 4o not eye 
recollect the contents. Did you publith tbe Rights of Man 5 


Certainly I did ; when I publiſhed that book it was not 


publication of a Leiter of Mr. Paine to Mr. Dundas—do you 


A. 1 think there were ſome ſent to me to 56 forwarded in the 


(Ar. Attorney General to the Clerk of the Gurt.) Read thoſe 


„ Wa, bo „„ 


. 
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& The time is at laſt arrived when the people of France, by 


reſorting to their own proper liberty, feel themſelves at liberty 


to exereiſe their unbiaſſed reaſon, to eftabliſh an equal govern- 


ment. Compared, therefore, with all that is paſt, it is perhaps 


the moſt intereſting portion of time, the moſt important period, 


that Kurope hath hitherto ſeen. Under this impreſſion, and with 


the deepeſt ſenſe of the magnitude of the ſubje& which engages. 


your attention, I take the liberty of offering you a few obſer- 


vations on the buſineſs that lies before you. Could I ſuppaſe 


that an apology was neceflary, I would make none; my happineſs 


will be ſerioutly affected by your deliberations, and in them I 
have an ee. which nothing can deſtroy. I conſider all man- 
kind as forming but one great family, and therefore am bound 
to make each one's happineſs as part of my oon. You have 
ſtepped forward with gigantic ſtrid-, &. Re | 

I believe no man cheriſhes a greater veneration than I have 
uniformly done for the National Convention, which framed 
that per Kae which I now preſume you are conſtituted to 
reviſe, | 1 5 | ta 

The numerous heap of abuſes they had to overturn, the 
prejudices they had to contend with, as well in their own minds 
as in all Europe, e | | 

„But the legacy which they had left to that country in their 
deliberate capacity will remain a laſting monument to their 

raiſe. | | 555 5 
. « The great leading principle on which their conſtitution 
was meant to be founded, on the equality of rights; this prin- 
ciple being laid down with ſuch clearneſs, and aſſerted with fuch 
dignity in the beginging of the code, &c. 

« Although many of my ideas may be perfectly ſuperfluous, 


being the fame that will occur to every member of your body, 


ah they will probably ſtrike the mind in a different kind of 
ihe, FO. 10 
« On conſidering the ſubject of governments, when the mind 
is once let looſe from the fhackles of royalty, it finds itſelf in a 
new world; human nature aſſumes a new and more elevated 
hape, and diſplays man's real features, which, from having been 
always diſguiſed, were not known to exiſt. | HE 
After proſcribing royalty with all its appendages, it will 
not be thought neceſſary in France to ſupport any other error. 
In this caſe you will ſee that it is no longer neceſlary to 
maintain a national church; it is one of thoſe monarchical ideas 
which bears the wretched compliment of ſuppoſing that we are 
not capable of uſing our own reaſon. e | 
, Mm F 
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KC Neittler | is it true that the- 8 to one na '" 


worſhip, by the payment of Catholic prieſts to the excluſion of 
others, was founded on the idea of juſtice and propriety. 

c The church, in a word, is only a mode of- worſhip, a to 

think that a mode can be a proprietor of lands I have yet to learn. 

But as the fabric is now rent, the prop may be taken away, and 


I am confident that monarchy and hierarchy : are to be both taken 


away, and will not live out the preſent year.“ 

(To Mr. Lauzun—a' paper ſhews him.) Look at this let- 
ter, add tells us whether you found it at Mr, Hardy' s A Let- 
ter of Joel Barlow to the London Correſponding _— 


A. Yes. 
(Read by the Clerk of the Court.) 
« London, Oct. 6, 1792. Signed, Joel Barlow, be to 
the London Correſponding Society, to the care of Mr. 
Thomas Hardy, No q, Ficcadilly, in which was incloſed 


Mr. Barlow's letter to the National Convention of France, 


and his pamphlet, entitled, Advice to the Privileged Orders.“ 
©. (To Mr. fohnſon) You have given us an account of 
an addreſs to the Convention; tell us who was the author of 


this pamphlet; it appears to be publiſhed by you called, 


Advice to the Privileged Orders?“ 

A. I publiſhed a pamphlet with that title, for Mr. Joel 

Barlow, and I believe this is it. 

| Can you tell Whether he was the ſole author, or Rwy 

body elle? | 

A. I cannot tell; I fancy he was the ſole author. 

O. Was it 4 large ſale? 

A. Not very large; not many more than a thouſands: | 

2. That is the third edition; perhaps you mean a thouſand 
of each edition? 

A. No; three eine. Give hundred of aach edition; z two 

editions fold, and a great number of the third edition left, 

(T he Clerk reads from page 17.) 


« Mr. Burke, however, in his defence of royalty, does not 


rely on the argument of the compact, whether it be, that he is 
conſcious of its futility, or, in his rage, he forgot to uſe it, &c 

Mr. Garrow (To Johnſen). When was this firſt publiſhed, 
before the death of the late King of F rance, or not? 

A. Jam not certain. 

bs ues is the date on the title page! ? | 

A, I * 5 

2, FTA is the third n Have you no recollection 

whether it was publiſhed before or after that event ? 


A, I have no eee 4: I think it was publiſhed in the 
Hr. Garriv 
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N. Garrow (To Mr. Fabnſen). This is a letter to the | 
addreſſers. Mr. Johnſon, do you know whether any book of 
that ſort was publiſhed by Thomas Paine? 

A. Certainly there was. ä 5 | 
2. Do you believe that to be. one of this copies that was fo | 
publiſhed ? Perhaps you will know it better by comparing it 
with the cheap edition ($hews him one). Do you believe the Rigs | 
edition to be that that was publiſhed by Mr. Paine? 

A. I believe it is. / 

5 Do you know how ſoon after the firſt edition was pub- 

liſhed the cheap elition came out? Have you ſeen any of the 

cheap editions? 

#6 Yew? e ; it was publiſhed after the large editions 

but I cannot ſay what time. 

2. You have already ſaid (and I am very glad the Court . 1 
deſired you to fpeak out). Do you believe that to be one of 1 
the larger copies publiſhed by Mr. Paine? Vou are looking at . 
it: Do * believe that to be one, or have you any doubt on the 
ſubject? 

A. A printer may print a great many of them. | 
2. Do you believe it to be printed by a printer, makin a 
fac ſimile, or do you believe it to be printed by Mr. Paine? © - 

A. I cannot ſpeak one way or the other. 

N. Who does that appear to be publiſhed by, on the title page? ; 

A. Symonds. 5 

- Had you any communications with the other perſons 
named as the publiſhers, Clio Rickman ? 

A. I can hardly ſay. 5 | 

©. Had you any communication with the author concerning 
any edition of the Addreſs to the Addreſlers ? „ 

4. (I beg leave to addreſs the Court): This has ſince the 
publication, been found a libel; the author printed i it to the beſt 
of my knowledge when I was in the country; I was at Margate 
when he printed that pamphlet. 

Court. Hitherto, 1 have not ſeen any grounds for aſking 

about this book. 

| 2 Attorney- General. 1 believe it will be more in order it 
Mr. Johnſon waits a bit. 

Mrs. Garrow. He had aſked to be diſmiſſed, and that made 
me take the opportunity of asking him this queſtion! 28a 
when he may have refreſhed his memory. 

I now go on with the remainder of the minutes of the 28 | 
ſtitutional Societies, were I ſtopped at, in order to read Mr. 
Barlow's book, eme with the minute of the 22th of 
Coe, 71 | Rn 
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2 5 15 (Te Clerk reads.) WE 

e. Read a 4 from the London eee RAY : 
with an incloſed addreſs to the National Convention of France. 
„ KReſolved, that the thanks of this ſociety be given to the 
London Correſponding Society, for the above addreſs tranſmitted 
by them, and that the Secretary acquaint them, this dene * 
highly approve of the ſpirit of the ſame. 

92 en tiat the Secretary be directed to naſa a apy 
of the Argus of to-morrow, to each on the wembers of this 
fociety.” 
| 455. Garrow (Ti the Court). 4 have. an Arg us of the fol- 
"beret day, but I cannot prove it to be bought at the.office, 
: — the perſon is dead that bought it, and fo I don't know 
whether your Lordſhip will permit me to N, it in evidence. 
Lord Preſident, No, | cannot, 

The anſwer to Joel Barlow was then read, in which be 
fays, that “without a repreſentation of the people, frequently 
renewed, there can be no ſecurity for that perſunal liberty 
which we ſhould enjoy, nor any rational hope that government 
would be employed to its proper object, the N of many, 
and not the inrichment of the few.“ 

Mr. Gibbs, You have not read wat was preſent at that laſt 
| meeting. | 

(Reads). © At a ad held at the Crinen and Anchor- 
Tavern in tre Strand, Friday, October 19, 4792, preſent, Mr. 
J. H. Tooke ia the chair, Mir, Sturch, Mr. Hull, Mr. Wil- 
liams, Mr. Merry. Dr. Edwards, Mr. Pera, Mr. Hanniſley, 
Mr. Sharp, Mr. Brookſbank, Mr. Walſh, Mr. Banks, Mr. 

Bonney, Mr. Peacock, Mr. Walford, Mr. Chetwind, Mr. 
Joyce, Mr. Berryman, Mr, Rickman, Lord Edward Fi itzge- 
rald, and Mr. Sinclair, | 
Mr. Sturch produced and read to the diene the following 
anſwer he had prepared to Mr. Joel Barlow, and, which with his 

letter, was ordered to be publiſhed. 

e A committee appointed to confer with the delegates of the 
London Correſponding Society, on an addreſs to the National 
Convention of France, 

At a meeting of the ſociety, held OR, a6, 1792, at the 
Crown and Anchor-Tavern in the Strand, prefent, Mr. John 
Froſt in the chair, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Peacock, Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Hull, Mr. Walford, Dr. Edwards, Mr. Sharp, Mr. Banks, 
Mr. Bal mano Dr. Maxwell, Mr. John Martin, Mr. Sinclair, 
Mr. Sturch, Mr. Joyce, Mr. Colonel Keating, Mr, Parſons 
Mr. Bonney, Mr. J. Williams, Mr. J. H. Tooke, Mr. Brook- 
bank, Mr. Downer, Mr. Sutton,. Mr. Bailey, Mr. Morden, 
Mr. Barlow, . Satchell, Mr. J. Aan, Mr. Richter, and 

| : Mr, Geddes, 


2 
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every one. But the * * to be ane to on this head, 
\ 18 a 
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Mr. Geddes; the Secretary read he reportof the committee ap- 
pointed at the laſt meeting. 
Keſolved, Iſt, That it is the opinion of this committee, that 


the purpoſe of the addreſs drawn up by the London Correſpon- 


ding Society, will be much better anſwered by ſeparate addrefles 


from the di "ks Societies, than by one joint addreſs. | 
“ 2d, T hat the committee for that reaſon, do not recommend 
a concurrence with the London Correſponding e in the 


preſentation of a joint addreſs. 


* That the committee warmly approving the principles 


and ſpirit of the addreſs from the London Correfponding Society, 


tacncnmere the ſociety to follow ſo laudable an example, 


« 4th, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the thanks 


of the ſociety are due to the gentlemen delegates from the London 


Correſponding Society, for their punctual attendance, and for the 
able and candid manner in which they aſſiſted i in diſcufſing the 
ſubject of the conference. | 


& Read a letter, with its encloſure, from the Editor of the 
Patriot at Sheffield. | 
The letter itſelf complains of the Conſtitutional Society, 


for not anſwering a former letter, and encloſes a letter from the 
Editor to a ſociety at Stockport, which ſociety the write rrecom- 


mends to the attention and protection of the Conſtitutional So- 
ciety. The following are extracts from the incloſure. 
« It only remains then for us, ſeeing the great and innumerable 


_ difficulties we have to encounter, to caſt about for the moſt likely 


and proper means and weapons dy which to defend ourſelves, and 
to forward and ſupport ſuch meaſures as it may be. neceſſary to 
purſue; and on this head, my good Sir, permit me to impreſs it 
on the minds of your ſociety, that reaſon, imperial reaſon, muſt 
ever be our generaliſſimo or commander in chief; when I ſay 
this, I beg leave to add, that art muſt be fecond in command. 

By the word © art, I do' not mcan low craft or cunning, but 
that mode of application of our reafon and arguments on dif- 


ferent men and on different occaſions, which only a conſiderable 
degree of ſtudy, and practical knowledge alſo of men and man- 


ners, can ever furniſh us with, ſo as to make us proficients, 

« Allow me then to *. to you, Sir, that | perfectly co- 
incide with you in opinion with regard to the different ſocieties 
appointing delegates to go into the different villages and coun- 
try places for the purpoſe of informing their minds, and rouſing 


them from the lethargy in which they ſeem plunged. I have 


already communicated the ſame idea to the London Conſtitutional 


and Correſponding Societies, and to thoſe of Norwich and 


Mancheſter, and 1 hope it will ſoon be univerſally adopted by 
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is the choice of men to be appointed: a neglect of this kind 
had like to have had very aukward conſequences in this neigh- 
bourhood, and if not immediately checked, would have injured 
the cauſe of freedom very een f infinite care and circum- 
ſpection will therefore be neceſſary on this head. 


« As I am on the ſubject, permit me to ſuggeſt to thoſe 
members of your ſcciety, who may undertake this arduous, but 
honourable and praiſe-worthy task, that they cannot be too 
cautious in their mode of proceeding. The minds of men, 
for the wiſeſt and beſt purpoles, are formed by the Great Cre- 
ator, as various and unlike each other as their faces, and their 
paſſions reign over each with the ſame uncertain and variegated 


1way ; and in the fame manner that Sir Robert Walpole (one of 


the elders and fathers of corruption) very juſtly obſerved, that 
every man has his price in the way of being bought; ſo we 
may fairly apply the fame maxim to mankind in general in the 
article of perſuaſion, and the dexterous method of bringing 
them from wrong opinions they may have formed, or prejudices 
they may have imbibed, by an attentive obſervation of their in- 
elleQual faculties, and that leading paſſion of the foul which 
governs the main ſpring of their moſt material actions. „ 
“ For example, the genetality of farmers in this county and 
_ Lancaſhire, are as ignorant as the brutes they ride to market, 
and ſo abſorbed in the ſordid idea of getting, that provided they 
can keep up the prices of grain, cattle, &c. ſo as to anſwer their 
landlords, and pay therr taxes, however enormous, they are too 
fluggiſh and indolent to think about reforms, or any thing of 
the kind; yet there is one ſtring about their hearts, which, being 
skilfully touched. will make them dance to any tune, and move 
to any meaſure, This is the ſubject of ythes; and why does it 
touch them? Why, Sir, becauſe it is within the ſcope of their 
limited capacity, ignorant as they are in other matters, they {ce 
and pungently fee] the weight of this baneful and unjuſt de- 
vourer of all their improvements in agriculture and huſbandry ; 
and, I believe, did every tax operate in the ſame viſible degree 
which this impoſition does, I fear there would be an end to the 
idea of taxation being ſubmitted to at all. Indeed, as taxes are 
laid on at preſent by thoſe who do not repreſent us, the taxation 
is neither more nor leis than robbery, a ſubmiſſion to it, ſlavery. 
“ But to return to my ſubject: In the ſame manner that a 
farmer may be rouſed by the mention of tythes, the ſhoemakers may 
7 the exceſſive dearn is of leather, the inn-keeper by the numerous 
nd unneceſſary ſtanding army, and ALL ly a temperate aud diſ- 
paſſionate relation of the immenſe number of ſinecure places and uſt- 
leſs offices, in which the corrupt and proſtitute favourites, agents 
and dependants of the rich and great, riot in the ſpoils and . 
: =» er 
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der, wreſted from the ſweat of the brow, and continual laber 
of body, of the buſbandman, the mechanic, the labourer, and 


the artificer. It is by no means a difficult matter to raiſe ge- 
neral indignation at the idea of fo ſmall a comparative number 


of uſeleſs, idle, and profligate drones, ſucking and ſquandering 


away the honey produced by ſuch immenſe numbers of hard- 
. toiling and induftrious bees. If you (for I am certain you will 


be one of the moit Aude of theſe delegates) meet with men 


who have violent prejudices in favour of any abuſe or party, 


never attack thoſe prejudices dire, for that will only inflame 


and confirm them the more; paſs them over for the preſent, 
and engage their attention towards ſomething elſe, in which 
they will liſten with a leſs degree of apprehenſion of being at- 
tacked in a favourite point; once gain their good opinion, and 
open their eyes to one evil, they will be more ready to hear 
you on others, till at laſt the favoured object by which their 


eyes were jaundiced, will appear in its true colours, and fall 


before your arguments like all the reſt. 


« There is one thing above all others which requires to be 


particularly attended to, and that is, to endeavour to undeceive 
the maſs of people with reſpect to thoſe falſhoods which have 
been induſtriouſly propagated by the enemies to a reform, in 


order to blind, delude, and terrify all ranks of people who are 


any way independent, or poſſeſſed of property. One of theſe 
falſehoods is, © that the advocates of reform wiſh to introduce 
a levelling ſcheme, or an equal partition of property.” This 
alarms the farmers, and indeed all claſſes of men, who by their 
' induſtry, or other adventitious circumſtances, are poſſeſſed of 
the goods of this world. So many vile minifterial prints as 
have propagated this doctrine, aided and aſſiſted by the private 
repreſentations, or rather miſrepreſentations, of the clergy, and 
other tools of government, and of privileged orders, have had a 
very wonderful and baneful effect on the multitude, and have 
{ſtamped a dread of reform on the minds of many that 1 know, 


' whoſe ſituations in life would induce one reaſonably to ſuppoſe - 


it impoſſible ſo completely to impoſe upon them; however, it 
always has been the caſe, that faiſchoods boldly uttered may 


prevail for a time, but muſt be overwhelmed in the end by the 


bright and ſacred energies of truth, _ 
« To explain this matter, and many others, properly, will 


require great coolneis, moderation, and patience, I have found 
the following method anſwer beſt: « Do you know ſuch a 
gentleman ?” naming ſome one of large property and good cha- 


rater in the neighbourhood, who is known to be a friend to 
a reform. © Tes. — “ Well, and do you ſuppoſe that he 


would promote a ſcheme that would occaſion and oblige him to, 
FED : part . 
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part with that property he poſleſſcs, in order for it to be divided 


amongſt ſtrangers whom he never ſaw or heard of? No.“ 
« Why then ſhould you ſuffer yourfelf to be impoſed on by ſuch 
an idle tale, fabricated and circulated for the ' purpoſe of raiſin 
a dread in you againſt thoſe more enlightened of your fellow 
citizens who with for a reform, as you would, wid you ſee its 
neceſſity; a dread which may cauſe you to ſhut your eyes upon 
oppreſſive exciſe and game laws, exorbitant tythes, an unne- 
ceſſary flanding army, kept on foot at the expence of two mil- 
lions and an half, for the purpoſes of influence and corruption; 
a a penſion liſt, which is a diſgrace to the government, and a 
ftizma and reproach on the fpirit and prudence of the nation ; 


finecure places, for the mere poſſeſſing of which hundreds of 


individuals receive thouſands a year each, for doing nothing at 
all, either for the public ſervice or their own ; in ſhort, ſuch an 
enormous accumulation of taxes, and fo prodigal an expenditure 
of their produce, as no nation on the earth ever heard of, or 
ſubmitted to before. Lo make you ſhut your eyes, and con- 
tinue blind to thoſe enormities, thoſe idle and futile tales are 
villainouſly diſperſed abroad; but believe them not, conſult 
our own reaſon, and it will ſhew you, that there is a palpable 
lie on the face of every one of them !” "Then explain the 
nature, aim, and end of your fociety, invite them to attend it, 
and to judge for themſelves. If they do ſo, they will ſoon aid 
and affift you, by adopting ſimilar ones in their ſeveral neigh- 
hoods, till in time they will overſpread the whole ſurface of this 
ſea-girt iſle. V | Es 
At preſent, Sir, I will not trouble you further on the ſubjeR, 
Which I now quit to return to the conduct and regulation of 
your own ſociety, and all others which may ariſe hereafter ; and 
as to them, I think the inn-keepers in Stockport, Mancheſter, 
&c. have given you a hint and leſſon for which you ought to 
eſteem yourſelves for ever obliged to them. I own their inſo- 
lenceandaudacity in proceeding asthey have done, is beyond ex- 
ample, but only deſerving of contempt : as ſuch leave them 
to themſelves. Public-houſes were never worthy. of receiving 
ſuch gueſts, whoſe ſacred and important duty require and de- 
mand to be performed in manſions more dignified and reſpecta- 
ble. Your meetings ſhould be at the houſes of one another, 
in honourable rotation; and to prevent. inconvenience from too 
great a numher, not more than ten or twelve at the moſt 
ſhould compoſe a primary or diſtrict meeting. More members 

717y be admitted in each diftrict, till they reach twenty or twenty 
four, according to the number fixed on, but then immediately 
ſhould divide into two diſtriẽt meetings. "The ſeveral diſtricts 
ſhould fend each one member, by election, to a meeting of de- 
F . legates, 


1 a; - 


legates, and this meeting of delegates ſhould elect out of their 
own body a ceria:n number, which is to compoſe a ſelect com- 
mittee. This ſelect committee to manage the correſpondence, 
and every other important concern, for the whole o the, dif. i 
tricts in any town or pariſh, ſubject always to the reviſion and 
approbation of the diſtricts. The delegates and ſelect com- 
mittee to be choſen only for a limited time, before the expira- 
tion of which, others to be elected as before, from the diſtricts, 
to ſupply their places, by which rotations, every member would 
in time become qualified to be a delegate and a ſelect com- 
mittee-man, though he might not be ſo on his firſt entrance as 
a diſtrict member, "Theſe are only hints, on which you may 
improve or enlarge as much as you pleaſe, | | 
„ Ordered, That the ſaid letter be taken into conſideration 
the firſt buſineſs at the next meeting. | 
ce Reſolved, That at the next meeting of this ſociety they do 
conſider of an anſwer to the Correſponding Society, on the ſub- 
ject of their letter, accompanying their addreſs to the N ational 
Convention 5 I | Rr ns 
KReſolved; That at the faid meeting the fociety do attend to 
the example of the London Correſponding. Society, and conſi- 
der of an addreſs to the National Convention of France.” | 
„ Friday, November 2, 1792. At a meeting of the So- 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information, held at the Crown and 
Anchor Tavern, Strand, Mr. Froſt in the chair, &c. Ordered, 
that the two letters ſent to this ſociety, from the Editors of the 
the Patriot at Sheffield, and the ſociety at Stockport, be referred 
to a committee, 1 c | 333 
© Reſolved, That a Committee of Correſpondence be appoint- 
ed to conſider or anſwer all letters that have been or may be 
ſent to this ſociety, ny | os th 
C Reſolved, That Mr. Sturch, Mr. Joſ. Adams, Mr. Froſt, 
Mr. Bonney, and Mr. Holcroft, compoſe the ſaid committee. _ 
„ Reſolved, That a committee be appointed to conſider of an 
addreſs to the National Convention of France. g 
& Reſolved, That Meſſ. Barlow, Sinclair, and Tuffin, do 
compoſe the ſaid committee, be deſired to prepare the ſame, and 
make their report on Friday. Read a letter from the London 
Correſponding Society; ordered, that the ſaid letter be refer- 
red to the Committee of Correſpondence, _ Ks 
„ Reſolved, That thanks be given to Thomas Cooper, for 
his coming forth in the noble cauſe; the ſervice of liberty and 
the rights of man, ſo minutely diſplayed in his Reply to Ed- 
mund Burke.“ 5 | OED „ 
November 9, 1792. At a meeting of the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, 
| > A „ Strand, 
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Strand, preſent, Lord Semple in the chair, &c. The committee 
appointed at the laſt meeting to prepare an addreſs from this 
ſociety to the National Convention of France, made their re- 
port; and produced the following addrefs, which was read and 


Z 


approved 


The Society for Conſtitutional Information in London to the 


National Convention in France. 


« Servants of a Severeign People, and Benefuctors of Mankind, 
We rejoice that your revolution is arrived at that point of 


perfection which will permit us to addreſs you by this title; it 

is the only one that can accord with the character of true le- 
giſlators. Every ſucceſſive epoch in your affairs has added ſome- 
thing to the triumph of liberty: and the glorious victory of the 


20th of Auguſt has finally prepared the way for a conſtitution, 


which we truſt you will eſtabliſh on the baſis of reaſon and 
nature. 


4 Conſidering the maſs of deluſion accumulated on mankind, 
to obſcure their underſtandings, you cannot be aſtoniſhed at the 


oppoſition you have met both from tyrants and from ſlaves, 
Ihe inſtrument uſed againſt you by each of theſe claſſes is the 


ſame; for in the [genealogy of human miſeries, ignorance is at, 


once the parent of oppreſſion and the child of ſubmiſſion. 


„ The events of every day are proving that your cauſe is 


_ . Cheriſhed by the people in all your continental vicinity; that a ma- 


jority of each of thoſe nations are your real friends, whoſe govern- 


ments have tutored them into apparent foes, and that they only 
wait to be delivered by your arms from the dreadful neceſſity of 
of fighting againſt them. £ 


« The condition of Engliſhmen is leſs to be deplored: here 
the hand of oppreſſion has not yet ventured completely to raviſh 
the pen from us, nor openly to point the {word at 1. From 
boſoms burning with ardor in your cauſe, we tender you our 


warmeſt wiſhes for the full extent of its progreſs and ſucceis. 


It is indeed a ſacred cauſe; we cheriſh it as the pledge of your 


happineſs, our natural and neareft friends, and we rely upon it 


as the bond of paternal union to the human race, in which union 
our own nation will ſurely be one of the firſt to concur. = 

« Our government has ſtill the power, and perhaps the in- 
clination, to employ-hirelings to contradict us; but it is our 
real opinion that we now ſpeak the ſentiments of a great majo- 


-rity of the Engliſh nation. The people here are wearied with | 


impoſture, andiworn out with war. They have learned to re- 
fect, that both the one and the other are the offspring of un- 
natural combinations in ſociety, as relative to ſyſtems of go- 

| TE, Set | vernment, 


hops, as” 8 


8 „ þ als 4 
vernment, nor the reſult of the natural temper of nations as 
relative to each other's poſition. 

ce Go on, legiſlators, in the work of human happineſs, The 
benefits will in part be ours, but the glory {hall be all you own: 
it is the reward of your perſeverance: it is the prize of virtue. 
The ſparks of liberty preſerved in England for ages, like the 
coruſcations of the northern Aurora, ſerved but to ſhew the 
daræneſs viſible in the reſt of Europe. The luſtre of the Ame - 
rican Republic; like an effulgent morning, aroſe with inereaſing 
vigour, but ſtill too diſtant to enlighten our hemiſphere, till the 
ſplendor of the French Revolution, burſt forth upon the na- 
tions in the full fervour of a meridian Sun, and diſplayed in the 
midſt of the European world the practical reſult of principles, 
which philcfophy had fought in the ſhade of ſpeculation, and 
which experience muſt every where confirm. It diſpels the 
clouds of prejudice. from. ali. people, reveals the ſecrets of all 
deſpotiſm, and creates a new character in man. 

ec In this career of improvement, your example will ſoon be 
followed; for nations, riling from their lethargy, will reclaim 
the rights of man with a voice Which man cannot reſiſt. 

655 Signed, by Order of the Society, 
« SEMPLE,' Chairman. 
« D. Aba Ms, Secretary. 

60 Relolved, That the thanks of this Society be given to the 
Committee who prepared the above addreſs. 

“ Reſolved, That Mr. Barlow and Mr. Froſt, be deputed by 
this ſociety, to preſent the addreſs of this fociery, at the bar 
of the National Convention of France. 

« Reſolved, That the thanks of this Society, be given to 
Mr. Barlow and Mr. Frolt, for acceptiag the above deputa -. 
tion, = 
“ Reſolved, That the ſaid addreſs be fi igned by the Chairman 
and Sectatary of this meeting.“ 

Friday, November 16th, 1792. At a meeting of the Society | 
for Conſtitutional Information, held at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, Strand, Mr. Boſville in the chair, read a letter from Mr. 
Philips of Leiceſter, requeſting ſome of the publications of this 
Society, Ordered, that the Secretary ſend to Mr Philips ſuch 
of the publications of this Society as he may think aa 5 
tor the purpoſe of anſwering Mr. Philips's letter.“ | 

« December 7, 1792. At a meeting of the Society for Con- 
ſtitutional e e held at the Crown and Anchor Fa- 
vern, Strand, Mr. Bryan in the chair. Read a letter from Mr. 
Barlow and Mr. Proll, with the aniwer of the National Con- 


vention to. the addreſs of this Society. Ordered, that the laid 
1 be taken into conſideration at ſome future meeting.” 
Nn 2 2. (To 


— 


r 


Conſtitutional Society. 


K 28. J 


2. (7 o Maclan—ſfome papers ſhewn him.) Lack at theſs pas - 
pers, and tell me whether you feized them in the poſſeſſion of 


Mr. Adams, Secretary to the Conſtitutional Society? 
A. Yes, theſe were the papers I ſeized. 
Mr. Garrow. Here are the papers that refer to the laſt mi- 
nute, found in the poſſeſſion of Adams, the Secretary to the 


l "The Clerk then reads) 


| * letter Een Joel Barlow, and John Froſt, addreſſed to the 


Society for Conſtitutional Information in London, 

„ CITIZENS AND ASSOCIATES, | 

« We have executed your commiſlion to the National Con- 
vention at France, .in a manner which we hope will meet your 


approbation; the papers herein encloſed were read at the 
bar of the Convention, and received with univerſal applauſe; 
| afterwards the Convention gave us the kiſs of fraternity, in be- 
* half of the French nation; which we afterwards gave on be- 
half of our _ſccieties, &c. It was the reconciliation of bre- 


thren, which had been long excited to mortal enmity by miſ- 
underſtanding and mutual impoſition. The wound that had 
bled for ages was cloſed and forgot, and by the voice of nature, 
deelared they ſhould never more be opened.” 

« Paris, 28th November, 1792. Signed Joel Barlow and 


John Froſt, at the bar of the Convention. 


8 Citizens of FRANCE, | 
« We are deputed by the Society for Conftitutioral ee 


tion ! in Londen, who fend their congratulations to you on the 
triumphs of liberty, &c. | 


“ Innumerable ſocieties of a ſimilar nature, are now forming 


' themſelyes in every part of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 


after the example which France has given, the ſcience of revo- 
lutions will be rendered eaſy, and the progreſs of riſing liberty 
rapid. It would not be ſtrange, if in a period far ſhort of what 


we ſhould venture to predict, addreſſes of felicitation ſhould croſs 8 
the ſeas to a National Convention of England. | 


(Here follows the addreſs, which ſee page 282 of this work, ) 
% We are alſo commiſſioned to inform the Convention, that 
the ſociety whom we repreſent, have ſent to the ſoldiers of li- 


berty, a patriotic donation of 1000 pair of ſhoes, and the ſo- 


ciety will continue ſending 1000 pair a week, for at leaſt fix 
weeks to come. We only want to know to whoſe care tlicy 


' ſhould be addreſſed.” 


The Preſudent s Anfivers _ 7 
c Brave Children of a nation which has given luſtre to the 


two worlds, and great examples to the univerſe ; you have ad- 


en us with rooting - more than good wiſhes, fince the 
condition 


— 


_—  — — » 


f „ 


condition of our warriors have excited your folicitations, the do- 
fenders of our liberty will, one day, be the defenders of your 
. own; you command our eſteem, you ſhall expect our gratitude ; 

- the ſons of liberty to the world will never forget the Engliſh 
nation, The moment cannot be far diſtant when the people of 
France will offer their congratulations to a National Aſſembly 
in England. Your iſland, it is ſaid, was ſevered from the con- 
tinent by a great convulſion of the globe, but liberty will repair 
the breach, in reſtoring the' two nations to that harmony and 
friendſhip for which reaſon deſigned them, = | 

“ Generous republicans, your appearance in this place will 
form an epoch in the hiſtory of mankind; hiſtory will conſe- 
crate the day when in the name of a great number of your felCVk- 
low. citizens, you appeared in the midſt of the National Con- 3 Þ 
vention of France. | | FN 5 Wi 
„Tell the ſociety that 6 8 you, and aſſure your fellow- 

citizens in general, that in your friends the French you will 
find men 1 Vo»˙-p:ifx „ 

Mr. Garrow. Be ſo good as turn to the meeting, December 

14th, 1792. | . 3 5 855 | 
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| (The Clerk reads.) 1 
« At a meeting of the ſociety for Conſtitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday 14th 
December, 1792, Mr. J. H. Tooke in the chair, read a printed 
addreſs from Mancheſter : Refolved, That the faid addreſs be 
approved for publifhing in the newſpapers. Reſolved, That 
100,900 copies of the ſame be printed by this fociety, and diſtri- 
buted to their correfpondents in Great Britain and Ireland. 
Reſolved, That the ſaid Reſolutions be ſigned by the chairman 
and ſecretary of the meeting. Read a letter from the Friends of 
the ſociety for Liberty and Equality, ſitting at Laon, capital of 
the department De L' A iſne, to the patriotic ſociety of London, 
named the ſociety for Conſtitutional Information. Reſolved, That 
; _ the ſaid letter be referred to the committee of correſpondence.“ 
O.: (To Mackan—a letter ſhewn him) Look at this, and tell 
me if you ſeized it at the houſe of Mr, Adams, ſecretary to the 
Conſtitutional Society ? „ | | 
.. Tad * TT 
2. Did you find this likewiſe ? (etoing him another.) 
„ e 5 
Ar. Garrow. Theſe, my Lord, are the French letters to the 
Conſt itutional Society. 5 V 
WILLIAM Hus kissox ſworn examined by Mr. GarRow. 
©. You have reſided, I believe, a conſiderable time in 
France ? $4 4 ä Hoy” by 


A. Ves. 
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[26 } 
2 You are well acquainted with the French language? 
LON Wet © 5 5 
Be ſo good to take this letter into your own hand, 
and we will read the Engliſh, and you will object if there is 
miſ-tranf{lation of it —What are the firſt words? | 
A. At the 17th of December, in the firſt year of the French 
Republic: To live free, or die. 5 8 | 
Nov, you will be fo good t) tell us if this is a correct 


tranſlation z you looking over the original, and the Clerk read- 


ing the tranſlation, 
| (The Clerk reads.) | 


« The firſt year of the French Republic, the Popular Republi- 


can Society, fitting at Macon, in the department of Saone 

and Loire, live free, or die, Citizens, Brethren and 
Friends, „ . 

« When two great nations, acquainted with their rights, ap + 

proximated by their commercial connections and natural fitua- 


tion, formed to love and act in concert with each other, begin 


to form the glorious project of uniting themſelves for the rege- 
neration of the human race, one may then ſay, with 1 
that empires are ripe and ready to fall! How glorious will it 
be for France and for England to form a plan for the deſtruc- 
tion of tyrants, and to have purchaſed, at the price of their 
blood, the liberty of the world. We may ſay more than the 
whole univerſe: Courage, brethren and friends, it is for you to 
follow us in the glorious and hazardous career of the revolu- 


tion of the world. Can ye any longer groan under the yoke 


of a government that has nothing of liberty but the name, as 
if your land was inhabited by none others than freemen? Can 


„without hefitation, conſider your government as ſuch? _ 


ou 
Will you content yourſelves with a partial freedom ? Will the 
Engliſh be ſatisfied with principles alone? Will that bold na- 
tion, that has produced philoſophers the moſt profound, and 


chat firſt of all perceived the 3 rays of reaſon, remain a 


ſpectacle in ſo noble a cauſe? No, brethren and friends No, 
ou will ſurely lift up yourſelves againſt that infamous Court of 
& James's, whoſe internal policy, like to that which iound its 
tomb in the Thuilleries, have made ſo many victims in our two 
nations, and diſunited them perpetually to rule over them, — 
Your love for liberty has fixed your attention on the acts of our 
defenders. Your generoſity towards them is an entitlement to 


the acknowledgment of republicans.” We are impatient to fur- 


niſh you with the ſame advantages. The popular ſocieties of 
France defire ardently the epoch that ſhall permit them to ad- 
dreſs their voice to the National Aſſembly of W 

| | : X and 


„„ 
an] to offer to the folders of your nation, arms, bayonets, and 
pikes. 


| ence, 


00 An Auen, Secret.“ 


Ar. unde Read another letter from the ſociety of the 
Friends of Liberty and Equality, dated the 2d of October. 


Huskiſjon, This you have given me is dated the 6th of De- 


tember. 
Clerk of the Court, Then this is not the ri ;oht copy: 
Mir. Garrow. It is loſt then. 
Lord Prerident. There was only one letter ſpoken of in ths 
minutes of that day. 
Mr. Bower, There are two: one is towards the top of the 
page, and the other towards the bottom. 
Ar. Garraw. The other French letter, ſince I ſhewed it to 
Mr. Maclean, has by ſome means or other vanifhed, as it can- 
not be found, we mult read the tranſlation. . 
| | (The Clerk reads.) 
2 The firſt year of the French Republic, 24 October, 1792.” 
Mr. Garroib. {To Maclean). Look at that; is that what has 
been ſhewn to you before to- night? 
A. No, it is not, I fee a letter incloſed in a cover and 
another. 
Mr. Gibbs, How many have you ſeen of thefe F rea letters 
before this ? 
A, Two. 
Ar. Garraw, Have you Soon chat to-night (/ewing him 
2 and verified it as found among Mr. Adams's papers? 
A. Les, I think this is one. 
2. Now, look at this, which is the cover marked by you, 
was there any letter in it when it was ſhewn to you? 
A. Yes. 


ther to-night before ? ; 

A. I recolle& nothing of this. 

Mr. Gibbs. So far as this gors, I ſee a letter incloſed in a 
cover, it is better to look for it. 
The letter was afterwards found under the table, under the Clerf's 

Feet, who reads it, dated 12th Oftafter 1792). 

Letter from the Society of the Friends of Liberty and Equality 
to the patriotic ſociety at London, called the Society for 

Conſtitutional Information, ſitting at Laon : 

'« Generous Republicans, the philanthropic gift you have 
preſemed to the warriors of France, &c. accept the thanks of 


the 


1 The members compoſing the committee of correſpond. | 


Look at that third paper, and tel us if you have ſeen 
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the ſociety. The time is not far diſtant when the foldiers af 

our liberty ſhall be able to teſtify their gratitude ; then their arms 

| ſhall be for you; then France and England ſhall form together 
a treaty of union as laſting as the Seine and the Thames; then 


there, as here, ſhall exiſt-no other reign than that of li- 
berty, equality, and friendſhip. May that day of liberty and 
glory ſoon ariſe on the horizon of the two nations. Decem- 
ber 2, 1792, the firſt 2 5 of the French Republic, to the 
patriotic ſociety, called the Society for Conſtitutional In- 
formation,” e 2 . 8 
(The Clerk reads another copy of a letter, and the witneſs looks o rr 
the French original letter as before.) 

Mr. Garrow, It is one found by Maclean, . 55 

Letter dated 6th December 1792, the firſt year of the French 
| Republic. 3 | 

«© The Society of the Friends of Liberty at Macon, in the 
department of the Seine and Loire, to the Conſtitutional Soziety _ 
at London : . | | 1 9 

« Ves, citizens, our brethren and friends, the 1oth of 
Auguſt 1792, ſhall be diſtinguiſhed in the annals of the world 
as the day of triumph of liberty; our firſt revolution did but 
ſhew to us the ſalutary principles, the impreſcriptible principles 
of the Rights of Man; all except the faithleſs and enemics of 
humanity, adopted them with eagerneſs.”  _ | 

Huſtiſſon. Faithleſs to the people, without principle. 

Mr. Erſkine, The unprincipled, 

| (Cerk goes on reading.) | 

« It was then that we formed ourſelves into a ſociety, in 
order the better to impreſs them on ourſelves, and afterwards to 
teach them to our fellow-citizens. Our firſt conſtitution had 
conſulted them, but had not already taken them for its baſis ; 
the difference of paſſions, the force of habit, the impreſſions of 
prejudices, and the power of intrigues employed in our confti- 


tuted aſſembly, found the ſecret to preſerve ſufficient authority 


to our tyrants, to extinguiſh for ſome time the ſacred rights of 
nature, and to re-eſtabliſh deſpotiſm on its throne of iron; but 


royalty thus preſerved was not content with its victory ſecured 
to him, it was impatient to reap the fruits that it appeared to 
prtomiſe itſelf, but its too great eagerneſs has haſtened its ruin, 


and ſecured the triumph of rc. the French, proud of their 

own exiſtence, has perceived the falſity of its firſt legiſſature. 

Huſtiſſon. Became ſenſible of the imperfection af the firſt 

aws. 1 5 | 2 

5 (Clerk goes on reading.) | 

£ They ſee that they made a ſurrender of the love of 1 
| | | | an 


4 i 
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| and equality which they had embraced; they roſe themſelves at 
length to demand laws impartial and hu man, from thence the 
neceſſary day of the 10th of Augult 1792; from thence the 
fecond revolution, but a revolution which is the only completion 
of the firſt which has received our voice and our oaths, and 
which we will bleſs for ever; it leads to happineſs the nation, it 
conftantly maintains, the liberty and equality of the people; let 
great tools and tyrants calumniate us, we deſpiſe them too much 
to condefcentl to anſwer them, or ſeek for their eſteem. That 
which flatters us, is the intereſt you take in our labour, and 
your attention to contribute to the ſucceſs of our arms; we 
deſire your eſteem; we are proud of your approbation; we 
ſmile at the expreſſion you manifeſt to our affection; we ag 
the brave Engliſh adopt our principles, become our friends ; 
fay to ourſelves with pleaſure, ſoon will they become our allies, beg: 
uniting in our efforts, we ſhall go on to deliver the univerſe from 
the yoke of tyrants, to reſtore the nations to reaſon and liberty. 
e In the mean time receive our thanks and cotreſpondence 
with brethren who ſet a high value on your efteem. 
| (Signed) * LEveNnt, the Younger, Preſident.” 
Tuomas Woop ſworn — examined by Mr. GakRow. | 
Q. Do you know Mr. Froſt's hand-writing ? Bs 
4. Ves; ; TI have ſeen him write many times. 
Q. Look at that, and tell us if you believe that to be his bd; 
writing ? 
- Yes; 31 have no n of it. 
(he Clerk reads.) 


A letter Gai Paris, September 29, 17923 addreſe John 4 


Horne Tooke, Eſq. Signed, J. F. 
« My DEAR SIR, 
« We arrived ſafe at this place yeſterday at dinner, hav- 
ing met with no interruption on our journey by night 


or by day ſince we left Dover, except a delay at Cler- 


mont, &. the police being quite under arms, apprehenſive 
with meeting Louis and his wife; ; the latter braves it, and will 
to the laſt; the former is inſenſible of his fate. 

& About three hundred of the preſent aſſembly are returned 
to convention, the reſt retire with acelamations; Mr. Paine 
made his appearance here in the National Convention laſt night, 
waich excited great curioſity amongſt both men and women, 
and occaſioned no ſmall interruption; the firſt who embraced 
him was Chambon, who laſt night made a moſt excellent ſpeech 


on the jewels, plate, &c. found in the churches, in order to 


kave them melted, - as the moſt infamous uſe had been made of 

them, by pawning them to the Jews, for raiſing money for the 

emigrants : : this motion was the more neceſſary, as forty men 
. O » arms 
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armed had entered the Thuilleries and carried off forty millions 
of livres; the King had anticipated his civil liſt a year and a 
half, and mortgaged his domains for ſix years; the bankers, and 


others, who have advanced the money, will be ruined. I will 


inform myſelf between this and Monday, of every thing that 
is paſſing, and by that poſt ſend you every thing relating to the 
Temple, the truth of which is not known in England, or if 
known, concealed in England to blacken the Revolution. I 
am ſorry to learn that the conduct of your friend, General M. 


is not well ſpoke of; he was in the Thuilleries all Friday night; 
he is now with Dumourier's army, which is now eighty thou- 


ſand ftrong ; and it is expected that an account will arrive this 
day of an engagement between him and the Pruſſians, as Ge- 
neral —— 
him ; there are five hundred thouſand troops now on the fron- 

tiers; the language of the King of Pruſſia is now changed from 
threats to ſoothing 3 a few Pruflian deſerters have come over, 
but a great number of Auſtrians have entered. 


The poſt is going out and compels me to haſten. to a con- 
cluſion. We dine to day with Petion. Paine has entered his 


name on the roll of parliament, and went through the forms of 


office with a great deal of non-chalance ; we are well-lodged, 
and beſides our bed-room, have an entertaining- room for mem 
bers to be ſhewn into. The Clerk of the Parliament has this 


moment been here, a relation of the notorious George Roſe, 
I have nothing more to add than that Mr. Paine is full of ſpirit ; 


I believe he is rather fatigued with the kiſſing. Petion ſtill retains 
his popularity; Roberſpierre has been attacked in the primary 
aſſemblies, and told that he was the moſt dangerous man in 
France, and that a good citizen ought to blow his brains out. 
Mr. Watt is here and very well. What is become of Dr, 
Maxwell? | 1 „ 

Mr. Garrow, 1 propoſe to ſhew what ſome of theſe tranſ- 
actions of the 10th of Auguſt wass 
Mr. Huſtiſſon called in again examined by Mr. G arrow. 
QD. Was you in Paris on the 10th of Auguſt 1792? 

O. I believe you reſided in the houſe of the Britiſh am- 
baſſador ? . | PET — „ | 
Q. Had you been there any time previous to the 10th of 
Auguſt, in Paris? 4 „ One | 

A. From the month of July 1790. Fs AG 8 

2. What was the nature of that which you ſay was the 
conteſt which kept you at hyme? - 5 . 

A. I heard firing, ſaw ſmoke, and afterwards ſaw ſome of the 

| - | | out-buildings 


% 
* 


— 


# 


had, by a forced march over the mountains, joined 
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out buildings of the palace on fire; and I ſaw the nedyile run- 


nin with their arms towards that part of the town. 

What did you find that occaſioned that firing, from what 
had it proceeded; the firing of arms and the firing of the 
buildings? 

A. Ihe firing of arms.[ apprehended proceeded from the 
palace; from thoſe that wiſhed to enter the palace, and alſo 
from thoſe that wiſhed to oppoſe their entrance, 

Was the palace at that time the reſidence of the King 
and his family? N 

A. I believe it was. 8 5 

Can you deſcribe any other unh of that day either 
ent your knowledge at the moment, or obſervation afterwards ? 
A. I faw in the evening of that day the governor of the palace, 
who came to my lodging, and took ſhelter in it as a place of 
ſafety, as he conceived it, and he deſcribed it to me. 

Mr. Garrow, In point of fact, the governor of the palace 
took ſhelter in your lodgings ! | 

A. He did, I went out in the evening about nine o'clock 
as near as I can recollect; I did not fee any thing worth men- 
tioning :- I think I went near towards the bridge that leads to 
the palace, and I was ſtopped by ſome centinels and told not to 
approach farther, and there were ſome out-buildings then 


burning. 


Lord President. The whole of it is, that there was a great 
tumult, a great deal of ſlaughter, and the King and his family 
were obliged to take ſhelter in the Convention and were never 
reſtored to their liberty afterwards. 

Mr. Garrow, I am very willing to take that ſtatement of it, 
I am ſure every body knows that except the jury. 

Mr. Attorney General. I propoſe to read two letters found in 
the poſſeſſion of Mr. Tooke. 

WILLIAM WooDpFALT ſworn—examined by Mr. ATTORNEY 
| GENERAL, | 

. Do you kiiow whoſe hand-writing that is ? 

* I take it by the character to be Mr. Tooke's. 
Have you ſeen him write? 
A. I have ſeen him write. 

Mr. Erſtine. Have you ſeen him write often? 

A. I have more than once or twice. I have ſeen a great Cc: 
of his writing. 

JAMES THoRNToN ſworn—examined by Mr. Sennen 

Mr. Garrow, Juſt ſhew theſe four papers to the witi1- 
Look if you find your name.on theſe; if you do, whether 50 


ſeized them on the perſon of Horne Toe? 


O 0 2 5 | <A That 


7 
1 
4 
& 
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A. That i is my writing, James Thornton, on two'of hk 4 
two of them are not. | ; 


Jonx TromesoN ſworn—examined by Mr. Ganrrow. 


2: You have been one of the officers of the my offices, . 


ROD ba I underſtand ? _ 
A. I am Clerk to the public office, Whitechapel. 


e's houſe? 
# XS. 
| Where? 
P 4 At Wimbledon. | 
Q.: Where were they found? 


J. Some in bureaus, and ſome in other places. Mr, Froſt 
and Mr. Vaughan were preſent, and the keys were delivered to 


me by them. 


9. Did they attend as friends of Mr. Horne Tooks? 
A. They did. 


©, Were the keys delivered to you immediately or was chere 


any difficulty in getting them? 


A. Tbey were delivered over immediately. Theſe two papers 
- are e e by me, found in the houſe of Mr. Tooke. 


2 Was you ee when any papers were found in Merc | 
Too | 55 


Mr. Garrow. (To Huſtiſſin.) I believe we muſt trouble) you 


to look over theſe letters as the Clerk reads the tranſlation. 
(The Clerk reads.) 
A letter, ſigned John Horne Tooke. 
„. SIR 
% You are now aware the friends in England ardently want 
to be uſeful to the liberty of the French, but we wiſh to know 


ſome one of your friends in London, in whom you have an en- 
tire confidence, to whom we may give our money, in the a- 
ſurance it will be remitted to you without delay and without 


fraud. Mr. Froſt, to whom I entruſt this letter, is going to ſet 
out this day for Paris, and allows me no time. 

« I requeſt you to ſend me the name of ſome Frenchman nod 
merchant in London. We can now begin our contributions in 
one thouſand pounds ſterling, and have no doubt but it, wilt 
hereafter amount to ſeveral thouſands. 

If you conſider this ſtep in the ſame point of view that we 
do, you will ſee in it much advantage to the public cauſe of 
England and France. I intreat you to give me your ſentiments 
on the ſubject, and to point out tome any manner uſeful toyou. 

(The Clerk new reads.) © 
The anſwer ſigned Petion, dated 6th of October, 1792. The 
tirſt year of the French Republic. 
« BRETHREN AND FRIENDS, 
Liberty is a bond that ought to unite all men, and which 


will one day unite all nations, &c. You have the glorious ad- 


vantage 


— 


A 


vantage of deſerving the hatred of your government. The 
league of tyrants will never be able to ſubdue the power of reaſon, 
Continue your precious labours. You will find in the French, 
worthy fellow labourers, honoured by the ſentiments which you 
expreſs, firmly receive the aſſurance of my gratitude, | 
„ 0 . Your fellow citizen, 
LT | 3 Pie 
Ar. Garrow. (To the Clerk) Read that letter dated the firſt of 
October, 1792, addreſſed to J. H. Tooke, ſigned Renney, 
muncipal officer to the mayor of Paris, in anſwer to ſome letters 


of Tooke s, | 
lden Glork reads} | 
<« I have received the letter which you did me the honour to 
addreſs to nie on the 13th. You can have no doubt of my im- 
- patience to ſecond views ſo uſeful, which will for ever deſire our 
gratitude, and draw cloſer the bonds of fraternity between us. 
Will ſend you the name of a perſon in whoſe hands you 
may place the funds which you devote to liberty.“ 155 
Mr. Garrow. (Puts another paper into the hands of the Clerk.) 
The paper the Clerk has now in his hand, has been proved by 
Mr. Woodfall to be in Mr. Tooke's hand writing, it appears 


DO 


to be an addreſs to the preſident of the French Convention, 
having ng date to it. TER, . 
5 (c be Clerk reads.) 1 
: « Mr. PRESIDENT, | | | T = 
Thirty years ago I travelled in France, when ſhe was en- 1% BM 
flaved, I received a thouſand civilities, and was chagrined at 
her deſtiny, | Ds | 1 | 
I intreat you to accept theſe 400 livres, and to place them 
to the expence of the war againſt all the tyrants who have dared, 
or ſhall dare to attempt againſt her liberty, without excepting 
any one even of my own country. As to the debt of honour, 
made me as a, French citizen, it will be my honour to acquit 
myſelf. of it, the reſt of . liſe, faithfully and with zeal.” | 
Ar. Attorney General, | ſhall beg your Lordſhip's permiſ- 
fion, (I know it is a little out of the order of time) to read the 
ſpeeches of St. Andre and Barrere, as delivered in the Conven- 
tion on the 4th, 6th, and 7th of January. Fa 
| > 4:46. e En. - 
e At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 
18th of January,. 1794, preſent, Lord Semple in the chair, &c. 1 
„ Reſolved, That citizen St. Andre, a member of the Na- 1 
tional Convention of France, being conſidered by us as one of | 
the moſt judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty, be 
admitted an aſſociated honorary member of this ſociety. 


K Keſolved, 


1 der 


Ron fa ont 
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C Reſolved, That the faid reſolution be publiſhed in the newer. 
papers. | 
Read a letter fi gned Erratus; addreſſed te the ſecretary of. 


this ſociety. 
« Reſolved, That the faid eſſay be referred to Mr. Holeroſt, 


for his peruſal.” 
1 The Clerk reads : | 

= At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 
25th January, 1793, preſent, Mr. Jennings in the chair, GE. 
e Reſolved, That citizen Barrere, a member of the National 

Convention of F rance, being conſidered by us as one of the 
moſt judicious and enlightened friends of human liberty,” be ad- 
' mitted an affociated honorary member of this ſociety. 

% Refolved, That citizen Roland, being alſo conſidered by 
us as one of the moſt judicious and enlightened friends of human 
liberty, be admitted an honorary ' member of this ſociety. 

ce Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolution be publiſhed in the newſ- 

apers. 
* Reſolved, That it appears to this ſociety, from the beſt i in- 
formation we can obtain, that the people of Great Britain are, 
at this preſent time, utterly averſe to a war with France; and 
conſider ſuch an event as a calamity of the human race, however 
it may gratify a confederacy of foreign kings. _ 

% Reſolved, That the faid reſolutions be publiſhed in the 


| ö 
(The Clerk reads.) 

« At a meeting of the Society for Confticutional laserta- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday 
it Feb. 1793. Preſent, Mr. Fitzgerald in the chair, &c, 

“ Read a circular letter from the Sheffield Society for Con- 
ſtitutional Information. | 

« Reſolved, That the committee be appointed to report an online. 
0 Reſolved, That Mr. Tooke, Mr. Holcroft, Mr. Tuffin, 
Mr. Cooper, Mr. Chetwind, and Captain Harwood, be of the 


committee. 
e Reſolved, That the committee meet at half after three, in 


this place. 
wn *ReſeIved, That the ſpeeches of st. Andre, and citizen 
Parrere, ( aſſociated honorary members of this ſociety) as given 
in the Gzzzette National ou Moniteur Univerſelle of Paris, on 
the 4th, 6th, and 7th of January, 17935 be be inſerted in the 
books of this ſociety. 0 
« Reſolved, That the ſaid reſolutions be publiſhed in the 
newſpapers,” 
Ar. Garrow, (7 Hutkiſſon.) During your reſidence in | 
Paris, was 5 you uſed to fee the Moniteur Univerſelle? 4 1 
| » 1 CS 


_ 
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2 Yes, I was. 5 

2. Look at theſe and tell us if os are French papers of the 
FP Be they purport to be ? 

: A. They have every appearance of thoſe I have ſeen in Paris. 

9 The type and paper appears to you to be the ſame ? 

Yes, they have every appearance to be the Papers that I 
took in; both at Paris and at London. 

Ar. Eratine. T apprehend that this is certainly not ſufficient 
evidence. You do not mean to fay, Sir, F__ theſe are the 
Moniteurs? _ 

A. By no means. 

Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Erskine, it will ha 13 to call 
another evidence, and then take your objection on the whole 
together, it will ſave time. 
Joszen vs BorrE ſworn examined by Mr Gan. 
5 You are a bookſeller ? 
. Yes. | 
Where is your ſhop? 
5 In Gerard — + AY 
2. Your ſhop is principally employed in the ſale of French 
publications ? | 
Al. Yes, newſpapers and. all ſorts of books. | 
. Theſe newſpapers come to you, through the channel of 
the * office? 
A. Yes, and private conveyances beſides; the majar part of 
them come immediately from Paris, by poſt to Calais, from Calais 
they were ſent to Meſſts. Minet and Fector at Dover, and for- 
warded to me; I never had any newſpapers but what were re- rg 
_ gularly opened at the cuſtom-houſe at Dover. 8 
. You are a native of France, I believe? 
No, I beg your pardon, I am a Sis, 
E? You underſtand F rench.? 
A, Les. | 
Was you acquainted 5 with that paper, which 
had far its title, The Paris Gazette, or Univerſal Moniteur ? 
1 Ves, I have had a great many of them, 


Take theſe papers in your hand, did you ever know of 


any of theſe French papers, with the F. rench ales, and i in that 
ſhape, reprinted in England? | 1 
A. I have never known it. . 
©. From the paper, from the type, and from the dene ap- 
pearance of theſe papers in your hand, comparing them with 
the recollection of thoſe which haue paffed through your hands 
in the courſe of trade, do you believe them to be French Mo- 
nitors conveyed from France to England? oy 
4 Le e 1 and more than 08h there are many 
| collections | 


0 F - 
| collections in this country, which might be compared with them. 

Als that French paper and French type? 

A. It is real French paper and the real Paris type 3 3 8 rekeived 
them immediately from Mr. Pikewood. _ 

Mr. Attorney General. I offer three of theſe en one dated 
the Ath, another the 6th, and another of the 7th of January, 
1793) upon the evidence now given, which purports to con- 
tain ſpeeches of citizen St. Andre and Citizen Barrere. 

Ar. Erskine. I have no anxiety about it. I will leave it 
to the diſcretion of the Court. 5 

Lord Chief Fuſtice. I think it is reaſonable evidence. 

Ar. Erckine, It is waſting the time of the Court. 

Mr, Husſiſſin called again, | 

Mr. Attorney General. Take theſe, foreign r paper and Mrs 
Shelton will read the tranſlation. 5 

A. Barrere's ſpeech will take two hours. 

Mr. Erskine. They are now ſpeaking i in their places, 25 the 
National Aſſembly of France, 

Mr. Attorney General. Have you any objection to Mr. Shel- 
ton reading the tranſlation, and correcting as he goes on from 
the witneſs: The view which I have in offering them is, I ad». 
mit that they are the ſpeeches of gentlemen ſpeaking in their 
places in the National Aſſembly in France; but they have in- 
ſerted them in the books of this ſociety among their reſolutions, 

Lord Chief "gg It is hardly worth debating, becauſe it is 
almoſt impoſſible to miſunderſtand it. ; 

Mr. Erskine. I find that reading ſo many letters from Mr, 
Horne Tooke to Mr. Froſt, to Petion, and from Petion, and 
ſo on, backwards and forwards, it confuſes it ſo, that it is im- 
Fe for us to take any account of them. 

Mr. Attorney General. We ſhall refer you to the pages in | the 
printed report. | 

(The Clerk reads St. Andre's Spec! , Huſh Yon correfling it 

2-5 oo follows £7 | 

If you have a right to decide on the fate of Louis, it is 
becauſe you are a revolutionary aſſembly, intel by the 
French nation in a ſtate of inſurrection.“ 

Mr. Attorney General, Now go to Barrere's ſpeech, „ 

« The queſtion now ſubmitted to your deliberation, is of the 
digheſt importance to public order, the greateſt difficulty in le- 
gillation, and of the utmoſt delicacy in politics. | 
„The calmneſs which has prevailed in deliberations for 

ſome days paſt, forebodes that it will be decided according to 
juſtice and reaſon, - It will not eſcape hiſtory this, the contraſt 
between the King, who, amidft the diſſipation of courts, ſigned - 


n, and death-warrants for a thouſand citizens; and 
| the 


/ 


1 207 J 1 


| ihe repreſentatives of the people, who deliberate with wiſdom 

and caution on the puniſhment of a ſingle deſpot. _ 

It is the deſtiny of Kings to be the occaſion of calamities 
of the people, whether they remain on their thrones or are pre- 
Cipitated from them. 

« The people of Paris, by 53 ing an holy N againſt 
the King on the 10th of Auguſt, deprived him of his character of 
inviolability. The people of the other departments applauded this 
inſurrection, and adopted the conſequence of it. The people 
have therefore formally interpoſed to deſtroy this royal inviola-- 
| bility. The tacit conſent of the people rendered the perſon of 

the King inviolable. The act of inſurrection was a tacit re- 
peal of that conſent, and was founded on the ſame grounds of 
law as the conſent itſel.— The King's perſon is inviolable only 
with relation to the other branches of the legiſtature, but not 
with relation to the people. 

A convention differs from an ordinary legiſlature in this 
reſpet—A tegiſfature is only a ſpecies of ſuperintending magiſ- 
tracy, a moderator of the powers of government—A conven- 
tion is a perfect repreſentation of the ſovereign. —The members 
of the legiſlative aſſembly acted in Auguft upon theſe principles. 

In ſummoning the convention, they declare, that they ſaw 

but one meaſure that could fave France; namely, to have re- 
courſe to the ſupreme will of the people, and to invite the peo- 
ple to exerciſe immediately that unalienable right of ſovereignty | 
which the conſtitution had acknowledged, and which it could 
not ſubject to any reſtriction. The public intereſt required that 

the people ſhould manifeſt their will by the election of a National 

Convention, formed of repreſentatives inveſted by the people 
with unlimited powers. — The people did manifeſt their will by 
the election of that convention; the convention being aſſembled, 
is itſelf that ſovereign wilt that ought to prevail, it would be 
contrary to every principle to ſuppoſe that the convention is not 
alone excluſively che expreſſion of the general will, 
„ The powers of the convention muſt, from the very na- 
ture of the aſſembly, be unlimited with reſpect to every mea- 
| ſure of general fafety, ſuch as the execution of a tyrant.— t is 
no longer a convention if it has not power to judge the King. 

« A conventign is a conſtituent body, i. e. a body that is to 
make a conſtitution for the people.— A legiſlature maces laws 
under an eſtabliſhed conſtitution, and in conformity to it. It 
is deſpotiſm vrhen in the ordinary and permanent etlablühment 
of a ſtate there is no ſeparation of powers; but it is of the very 
eſſence of a conſtituent body to concenter for the time all au- 
thority. It is the very nature of a National Convention to be 

the temporary image © of the nation, to unite in itfelf alf the 

8 LEW powers 


Sg. © 
powers of the ſtate, to employ them againſt the enemies of 
liberty, and to diſtribute them in a new ſocial compa, called a 
Ee ² y Wn 3s 

<« Behold that conſtituent aſſembly which laid the firſt foun- 
dations of your liberty; behold that revolutionat) goitius which 
broke through every impediment, exceeded its delepated au- 
- *thority, created its own powers according to the cxipeticies of 
liberty, and to the occaſional wants of the people; deltroyed all 
prejudices by the force of that public opinion to which it gave 
birth, obliterated all privileges, aboliſhed all the parliaments, 
changed the form and tenure of all property, as well as the 
meaſure and ſign of all value, and made a perjured King its pri- 
ſoner ! Nothing was wanting to immortalize that aflembly but 
to have delivered France from that calamity of kingly govern- 
ment, and to have relieved you from the duty of judging the 
laſt of your Kings. With this example before your eyes, 
ou heſitate even in the firſt ſtep of your duty. Am I then no 
onger in the midſt of that National Convention, whoſe honour. 
able miſſion. it was to deſtroy Kings and royalty?“ | 
3 (The Clerk reads.) 
cc At the meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 
February 15, 1793, preſent, Mr, Read in the chair, &c. 
Read a letter from the Society ſor Conſtitutional Information 
at Birmingham, of which the following is an extract: =, 
c Qur ſociety requeſts the favour of your admitting the fol- 
lowing twelve perſons, whoſe names are ſubſcribed, to be in- 
rolled members of your fociety, for the purpoſe of correſponding 
with yours, and every other ſimilar inſtitution in the nation, 
for the better regulating our meaſures and receiving inſtruQtions, 
Wiſhing you all the ſucceis your laudable undertaking deſerves, 
"7 „ We are, with ſincerity, | | : 


# 


Four fellow- citizens and friends.“ 

« Reſolved, That the twelve members of the Birmingham 

Society for Conſtitutional Information, recommended in the 

faid letter, be admitted aſſociated members of this ſociety. 

« Reſolved, That the ſaid letter and the election of the ſaid 

twelve members, be publiſhed in the newſpapers, excluſive of 

eames: <<: Ont ed yg Ce 

Ar. Garraw, I now propoſe to produce a paper received 

from Birmingham, found in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams, dated 
20th March, 1793. J Loo 

222i. (To Maclean a paper ſherwn him) Be ſo good to look at 

that paper, and tell me whether you found that among Mr. 
Adams's papers ? | e . e 

A. Yes, I did. 


7 | (The 
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(28 Mater IDE by the Clerk of the Curt.) 


Dated ee beg March 25, 1793, ſigned John Kilminſer, 
Secretar 8 and addreſſed to Mr. D. Adams, No. 4, ae S= _ 
-h 


court, ancery. lane, London: 


« Sik, 
« At the requeſt of the nlp Fax Conflieutional Infor- | 
mation, I hereby acknowledge the receipt of your letter, where- 
by it appears that your ſociety have acceded to our requeſt; 
by electing the perſons (whoſe names you were furniſhed with) 
as aſſoc iated members of your fociety, for which we beg you 
to accept our united thanks, and beſt wiſhes that your ſociety 
may go on to accumulate a maſs of true patriots, whoſe prin= 
ciples may not be ſubverted by intereſt, or conqueted by fear. 
& & This ſociety offers with gratitude their thanks and com- 
mendations to —, Eſq. for the preſent accom- 
panying your letter, but more particularly for his zeal in the 
Cauſe of freedom, which cannot be promoted bur by the free uſe 
of the preſs, which we truſt will never be reſtrained from 
| Britons. Another letter accompanies this, containing a few 
particulars, which we doubt not you will peruſe with 885 
Wil write you further on that ſubject ſhortly. | 
| 6 1 am" re. 
ba Jouy K1LMINSTER, eee 


Ar. Garrow. I now return to the 15th of March 1793. 


( The Clerk reads.) 

« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor-Tavern, Strand, Friday, March 
1 3th, 1793, preſent, Captain Harwood in the chair, c. 
Read a letter from the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield, 
incloſing the reſolutions of February 13th laſt. 

<« Reſolved, That the ſecretary be inſtructed to return the thanks 
of this ſociety, to the Society of Conſtitutional Information 
at Sheffield, for their communication, and to acquaint them 
5 Por this ſociety perfectly agree with them in their ſentiments 

with reſpect to the calamities of war in general; and that they 
concur with them in thinking that the thanks of the com- 

munity at large are due to all thoſe who have exerted them= 
ſelves to prevent the preſent war. 

« Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to Joel 
Barlow and John Froſt, for their conduct in the preſentation 
of the addreſs of this Society to the National Convention of 
France; and that Mr. Froſt be aſſured that our rega d tor 
him is not leſſened, but increaſed, by the proſeautions a per- 
P 15 2 ſecutiong 
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ſecutions which his faithful and due diſcharge of that commiſſion 

may bring upon him. ; 

| e that theſe reſolutions be printed in the n pers. 
eceived a letter from Edinburgh from a moſt reſpectable 


correſpondent, giving an account of a-trial of ſome ny —_— 


on a charge of attempting to ſeduce the ſoldiery.“ 


(The Clerk reads. ) 


4 Al the meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Infor- 


mation, held at the Crown and Anchor, Strand, F riday, 
March 22, 1793, preſent, Mr. Symonds in the chair, &c. 


Read a letter upon the political ſocieties of Norwich. 


e Reſolved, That the conſideration of the ſaid letter be poſt 


pound till the next meeting. 
1 (To 80 5 Did you. find this at Mr. Adams 8 houſe? 


4. Yes. | 
| ( The Clerk reads. ) 


A ber, dated March 5, 17933 ſigned Fo Broughton, -ddreſſed 
to Mr. D. Adams, No. 4, Tooke's- court, Chantery-lane, 


London.— Sce page 113 of this work. 

Mr. Garraw. Your Lordſhips obſerved, in the minutes of the 
Jaſ meeting, the conſideration of this letter was poſtponed for 
further conſideration; I read the minutes of the next, to ſhew | 


it was again poſtponed for further conſideration, 


- (The Clerk reads.) 

« Ata meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, in the Strand, Friday, 
March 29, 1993, preſent, Captain Harwood in the chair, &c. 
„ Refolved, I hat the conſideration of the letter from the 
United Political Society at Norwich, be deferred till next | 


meeting.” 
M. Garrow. Now go to the next meeting, and you will 


find it _ poſtponed, . 
(The Clerk reads. ) 


« At a meeting of the Society for Conftitutional I nformation, 
held at the Crown and Anchor T averh, Strand, April 55 1793 
Captain Harwood in the chair, &c, 

& Reſolved, That the conſideration of the letter from the United 


Political Societies of Norwich ſhall be re- poſt poned, and that 
Mr. Froſt ſhall be appointed to prepare an anſwer.. 


« Reſolved, That a letter be written to Simon Butler, Ea. 
and Oliver Pond, Efq. expreflive of the high ſenſe we entertain 
of their exertions in the cauſe of freedom; and to aſſure them, 
that we conhder the impriſonment they at preſent ſuffer on that 
account, as illegal and unconſtitutional. The following letter 
was 45; won and read, 5 
— | « GENTLEMEN, 

F — 


Fs 
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« GENTLEMEN, : 
£c it is not ealy for men, * who feel ſtrongly and et to 
convey thoſe feelings by letter, we therefore rely on your con- 
£eiving for us much of that which we are unable to expreſs to 


you. We think, however, that we ſhall be guilty of a great 
omiſſion, did we neglect the opportunity of ſending you, by Mr. 
Hamilton Rowan, the honeſt tribute of our eſteem and admira- 


tion for your brave and manly reſiſtance to the uſurped juriſ- 
diction of Iriſh ariſtocracy. | 

Permit us to offer you our thanks, 125 our b acknow- 
ledgment of your efforts in what we conſider as a common cauſe, 
while we lament our inability of proving ourſelves uſeful i in x 0s 


defence. 


« Although we are of different kingdoms, ſtill we are but 


ene people; and as the freedom of one continent has already 


ſpread its influence to Europe, ſo, on the other hand, we are 
perſuaded that the eſtabliſhment of deſpotiſm in Ireland muſt end 


in the ſlavery of Great-Britain. But the light of liberty is not 


confined to one ſhore or one latitude, 


We know that it is eaſier to admire than to practiſe thoſe 
virtues that tend to the public benefit. Yet ſo long as the exer- 


tions of a few courageous men muſt influence the minds of at 


Jexft the independent and thinking part of the community, we 


are aſſured that their labour is not fruitleſs. We truſt, there- 


fore, the time will ſoon arrive, when the abuſe of power in either 
nation will have no other conſequence than the ruin of thoſe 
who have committed that injuſtice. We hope, and we doubt 
not, of ſoon ſeeing the day, when the poſt of honour ſhall be no 


longer that of obliquy and puniſhment, but when thoſe ho have 
riſqued their liberty and fortune in the cauſe of their country- 


men, may find protection in the undiſputed, uninterrupted exer- 
ciſe of trial by jury, with a full and e jet repreſentation of 
the people in parliament. | 

*« Reſolved, That the ſaid letter be i gned by the Secretary 


and S and that Mr. Hamilton Rowan be eee to 
; ny we ſame to Mr. Butler and Mr. Bond.“ 


(The Clerk reads.) e K 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Inet 


held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand. Mr. Froft read 
an anſwer to the letter received from the United Political So- 


cieties at Norwich. 
KReſolved, That the ſaid anſwer be ſent by the Secretary to 


the ſaid ſocieties. | 
„% Mr. Froſt read an ant directed to be prepared by him) 


to the letter received from Mr, Brouglaony of Sing 
. | | e 


7 
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60 © Read. a letter- from Mr. Hamilton Rowan, 6 as Secretary | 
of this ſociety... 


* Ordered, That ü the. faid 10h be entered i in the books of this "ES 


fociety. _- 

Mr. Hamilton 13 preſents. his Somplimente to Mr. 
Adams; he did intend to have done himſelf the pleaſure of wait 
| Ing on bins, but has been ſo intolerably hurried by private buſi- 
ness as to have been prevented from his purpoſe, and fears he 
ſhall not have it in his power before he leaves this town for lre- 
hand, which will be either on Monday evening or early on Tueſ- 
day morning. He knows that no more pleaſurable ſenſation can 
be received by Meſſ. Butler and Bond, as well as by all thoſe 
_ gentlemen who are acting with them, and who, though not un- 
der preſent, are liable to future proſecution, than the counte- 
pance and ſupport of thoſe who. are really engaged in the cauſe 
of man in general, and ſuch we believe the members of the So- 
ciety for Conſtitutional Information to be, and as ſuch H. R, 
in particular will remember the kind fraternity with which he 
had the honour of being received by them; and, as a member 
of the United Irifhmen of Dublin, would be happy to have it 
in his power to return the compliment in his own oauntry. 

Otborne's Hotel, Adelphi, April 7, 1793.“ | 

Ar. Hnſtine. My 3 jt is now ten o'clock at night, and 
my learned friend Mr. Gibbs feels himſelf ſo extremely indiſ- 
poſed, that an adjourament, would be extremely deſirable to 
| . your Loxdſhip will recollect that the priſoner's counſel have 
2 mach harder. duty to perform than the gentlemen on the ather 
| fide, becauſe their number being ſo great, one can be occaſionally 
| abſent for a whole day; but there being only two for the bel 

ſoner, neither of them can be ſpared. 

Lord Obi Fuftice, We are ſorry, Mr. Gibbs, for the cauſe 
of your application, but we had rather give you an hour to- 


morrow, unleſs you have occaſion to conſult. I am ſure neither 


Mr. H rik:ne nor your client will object to your retiring now. 
Ar. Erſtiue. My Lord, I certainly with Mr. Gibbs to retire 
now; I atk no indulgence for myſelf ; all I ask is, that when the 
evidence for the proſecution is cloſed, . your Lordſhip will allow 
us ſome time to bring this chaos of evidence into form, before 
we are called upon for our defence. 

Mr. Gas row. We are diſpoſed to do every thing that is rea- 
ſonable for the accommodation of the priſoner's counſel, but we 

cannot make any promiſe an that point before- hand. 1 hope the 
Court will not be drawn into an anſwer to that haſtily. | 

Lord Chief Fuftice. We are diſpoſed to give every im die 
allowance that public juſtice will admit of. I ſaid yeſterday it 
would be * pen to ſet a preciſe time; we ſhall be able 
to 
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to judge when the moinentnaines, in wich it will be proper for 
ö you to make your defence. I will allow you as much indulgence 
as poſſible in the mean time the counſel, tor the Crown may go 
on with their evidence. 

Mr. Garrow. We will now read the om Ahl the laſt 
minutes ſpeak of, as prepared by Mr. Froſt to be font to Bir- 
mingham. | 
„ 1 Mackan.) Did you find that paper at Mr. Adams's 
1 { 
A. Ves, I did. 
| 1 (Read by the' Art of the Gut.) ey 

* Str, 10th April, 7794 
« We have to acknowledge, with great ſatisfaction, the letter 

vhich you favoured us with, dated the 5th inſtant, relative to the 
moſt defirable of all other objects, the reform of pacliamentary 
repreſentation. The honour you do us in ſuppoſing that we are 
better fitted than yourſelves for the promotion of political ænow- 
ledge we muſt diſclaim, becauſe we obſerve with the greateſt 
pleaſure that our country correſpondents have too much zeal and 
information to want ſucceſs in their public endęeavours, whether 
at Norwich, at Sheffield, at Manchefter, or elſewhere through- 
out the nation. In our fineerity for the good of our country-we 
truſt that we are all equal, and as fuch we doubt not of our ul- | 
timate ſucceſs. | 
« We ſee, with ſorrow, the axifterite* of thoſs evils which you 
ſo juſtly repreſent as the ſtreams, of corruption overflowing this 
once free and proſperous country. We ſee, with ſutprize and 


abhorrence, that men are to be found both able and willing to 


ſupport thoſe corruptions. It is, however, no ſmall conſolation 
to find that others are not wanting, in every point of the nation, 
of an oppoſite character, who are ready to remedy, by all laud- 
able and honourable means, the defect in our repreſentation, the 
uſurped extenſion of the duration of parliaments, and other 
rievances, ſuch as you notice in your letter.. 
That the conſtitution of England has no more of that . 
racter it once poſſeſſed; that the ſuppoſed democracy of the 
country has become a matter of property and privilege; and that 
we have therefore no longer that mixed government Which our 
adverſaries are praiſing,” when they know it is no longer in our 
poſſeſſion, are facts notorious and indiſputable. Where then 
are we to look for the remedy? To that parhament of which we 
complain, to the executive power, which is implicitly obeyed, 
if not anticipated, in that parliament ;”or to ourielves, repre- 
ſented in ſome meeting of delegates for the extenſive purpoſe of 
reform, which we fuppoſe you underſtand by the term n- 
vention. | 
cc I: 


[af 


Bb Ie is the end of each of theſe propoſitions that we gun 
to look to; aud as ſucceſs. in a good cauſe muſt be the effect of 


perſeverance, and the riſing reaſon of the time, let us determine 5 
with coolneſs, but let us perſevere with deciſion. As to a con- 


vention, we regard it as a plan the moſt deſirable and moſt prac- 
ticable, ſo ſoon as the great body of the people ſhall be COurage- 
ous and virtuous enough to join us in the attempt. 
„ Hitherto we have no reaſon to believe that the moment is 
arrived for that purpoſe.— As to any petition to the Crown, we 
believe it hopeleſs in its conſequences.— With reſpect to the laſt 
of your propoſals, we are at à loſs to adviſe. If the event is 
looked to in the vote which may be obtained from that body to 

whom this petition is to be addreſſed, which of us can look Þ it 
without the proſpect of an abfolute negative? in this point of 
view therefore it cannot require a moment's conſideration, But 
if we regard the policy of ſuch a petition, it may, in our appre- 
henfion, be well worth conſidering as a warning voice to our 
preſent legiſlators, and as a ſignal for imitation to the majority 
of the people. Should ſuch a plan be vigorouſly and generally 
purſued, it would hold out a certainty to our fellow countrymen 
that we are not a handful of individuals unworthy of attention 
or conſideration, who deſire the reſtoration of the ancient liber- 
ties of England; but, on. the contrary, it might bring into light 
that hoſt of well. - meaning men, who, in the different towns and 
counties of this realm, are ſilently but ſeriouſly anxious for re- 
formation in the government. . 
e Weexhort you, with anxiety, to purſue y your laudable en- 
deavours for the common good, and never to deſpair of the 
POUR: cauſe, | | 
« We are, &c. 

# Signed by order, in the name of the Society foe 

4 “ Conſtitutional Information, 

« D. Ap AMS, Se ecretary. 

Mr. Garrow. I will now w put | in a letter, the original of which 
was found in the poſſeſſion of the Secretary of the Norwich So- 
ciety; it is a draft ſent from the. Nerwich Society to the Conſti- 
tutional Society for their approbation. 

Jaues WALSH ſworn—examined by Mr. Gazrow. 

O, Did\ you go for the purpoſe of apprehending Mr. Saint, 
the Secretary of the Norwich Conſtitutional Society ? 

— 0 No, 1 did not. I was prefent when the warrant was ex 
cute 8 
©. Did you ſee any papers ſeized: Þ 
A. I ſeized them mylelf, . : 
8 5 56 you put your name upon them 2 
4. | 


I 


2, In 


* 
* 


— 


"£7 


= — 


; jf Yes, | a + GP „ A ad 54 2 
. Is that one of them? (A paper ſhewn him.) A 
| I took this paper with others, in his houſe. It is ad- 
dreſſed to Mr. J. Broughton, St. Mary's church, Strand. | 
2. Can you prove the hand writing? oo 
A. I cannot. | FEISS 


O. In his houſe ? 


7. | (The Cor read ĩðͤ AN 63961 
At the meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, -Friday, 
25th of October, 1793, Prefent, Mr. Bryan in the chrir, &c, 

« Read a letter from Mr. Purſer the Secretary to the Society 
for Conſtitutional Information at Coventry, accompanied with 
ſome addreſſes from the ſaid ſociety. EE | 

« Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be returned to 
the Coventry ſociety for their communication. NY 

Mr. Sinclair read a letter with an addreſs from Mr. Skir- 

ving, ſecretary to the Convention of the Friends for the Peo- 
ple, in Scotland, to Mr, Hardy the ſecretary to the London Cor- 
reſponding Society. 1 ee 

© Reſolved, That an extraordinary general meeting of this 
ſociety be called for Monday next, at the Crown and Anchor 
Tavern, at fix o'clock in the evening, to conſider the utility 
and propriety of ſending delegates to a convention of delegates 
of the different ſocieties in Great Britain, to be held at Edin- 
burgh, for the purpoſe of obtaining a parliamentary reform. 

« Reſolved, That the ſubſtance of the motion be inſerted in 


the letter. 85 
1 (The Clerk reads.) : 2280 

At an extraordinary general meeting of the Society for 
Conſtitutional Information, held at the Crown and Anchor Ta- 
vern, Strand, Monday, 28th of October, 1793. Preſent, Mr. 
Sinclair in the chair, c. | 

% Read addreſſes to the Friends of the People for parliamen= 
| tary reform, ſigned William Skirving, ſecretary to the general 
convention at Edinburgh © = | | 35 

c Reſolved, That this ſociety do ſend delegates to the en- 
ſuing convention to be held in Edinburgh, for promoting a re- 
form in parliament. | 1 

“ Reſolved, That two members of this ſociety be elected as 
delegates to the ſaid convention. | 
| « Reſolved, That the ſecretary do deliver to the delegates 
appointed by this ſociety, to repreſent them in the convention 
at Edinburgh, copies of the proceedings of the 25th and 28th 


inſtant, by which they are appointed to that office. | 
| RE Et 7 Qq « Inſtructions 


n „ ES 


. ů W HG LO 


a 


* _ e 2 Se: "ro eo, +>; 
ag et oa, Cont wins 7 92 

hy . 
» ts eg 2 8 7 5 


N 
e x 
* 2 —_— oe - 
, N — 2 88 F 
ts > * = p LA 7 = RW 
r 


n 1 — > n 
8 r rr — þ 
— 
- 


GPs 


:4 i 7 

, 4 
"4 

: 5 

* 

8 1 

A 8 14 
_ +. 4 
4 2 
ue, 24 

+23 j 
4 
. 5 
. BY 
5% 2 
47 — 
iS 75 
* 

* 

$ 


prey 


nute prepared to be transſerred into the book of the ſociety ! ? 
Does it appear to be ſuch an original minute? | 


has ſo many interlineations ſince, that I cannot ſpeak to it. 


would you not believe it then ? 


in the ſtate of the +: pr TEES be the ſubjects of Great Bri- _ 


1 36 J 


« Inſtructions to the delegates.” | 5 

Mr. Garrow, It may be neceſſary to put in the iel draft 
of may inſtructions i in which there are material alterations, t 

Mr. Adams calied in agath. ” * 

Ar. Garrow, Look at had e paper ſhewn) and ſee if Le fig- 
nature is yours. 

A. Yes, it has my name on it amongſt others. 

2. In whoſe hand writing is the letter itſelf ? 

A. It is my own, all of it except the names of the meſſengers. 

Q. Be ſo good as look if this is the draft of the inſtructious, 
originally prepared for the delegates, and, from which your en- 
try was afterwards made? 

A. I cannot take upon me to ſay, from the lengthy of time. 

D: It was found among your papers, we have heard? 

A. Les. 

Q. Look at it and ſee what it purports to be, what do you 

take it to be? | 

A. I ſhould not has but ders is my own hand writing * 
the bottom. Otherwiſe I ſhould. not reccollect it at all. 

©, (Looking at it.) Do you believe it to be an original mi- 


1 


0 223 


A. It appears this paper was what I ſhould tranſcribe, but k 


CEE OS — S --a 8 1 LY 


Ar. Ershine. Can you tell how it came interlined : b 
A. I cannot. | 
: 9. Or whether you Wrote another copy, that ans, inter- : 
ned? 
A. I cannot ſay that. i | | | 
Ar. Garrow. If you fee it 3 to theſe corre&tions 


Lord Preſident. That is reaſoning him into a belief, He does 
ſwear that this is a rough draught. 

D: (To witneſs.) You don't know any of the interlineations ? 

Ai: $0 not} 

V; You know the paper, for there i is your own band writ- 
ing ? | 

A. There i 8 | Wes 

Mr. Garrow, What J propoſe to do is, as the fair copy 5 
read, to point out to your Lordſhip, how it ſtood before theſe 
alterations. 

It ſtood originally, Inſtructions to the delegates, « the de- 
legates were inſtructed, on the part of this ſociety, to aſſiſt in 
bringing forward a petition or petitions to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, for the purpoſe of procuring an enquiry in the faid houſe, 


tain 


. 3⁵ 1 5 


tan © in parliament,” That is now ſtruck out, Þ will now read 
it as it ſtands at preſent. 


( The Clerk reads ) 


Ce The delegates are inſtructed on the are sf this {ociety to 


aſſiſt in bringing forward and ſupporting any conſtitutional mea- 


ſures for procuring a real A ee "of we commons of 
Great Britain in parliament, 


„ That in ſpecifing the redreſs to be demanded of exiſting 
abuſes the delegates ought never to looſe ſight of the two eſſen⸗ 


tial principles, general ſuffrage and annual repreſentation, to- 
gether with the unalienable right in the people to reform, and 


chat a reaſonable and known compenſation ought to be made to 
the repreſentatives of the nation by a national contribution.“ 
Mr. Garraw. It ſtood before “ that they ſhall alſo demand in 
ſuch petition or petitions a ſpecific remedy for the paſt, preſent, 
and poſſible abuſes in the preſent ſyſtem of repreſentation, and 


an arowal of the right of internal reform; that in ſpecifing the 


principles upon which redreſs ought to be demanded, the dele- 


4 


gates had particular relation to theſe. expreſſed in Mr. Pitt's © 


ſpeeches before he was a placeman, in the Duke of Richmond's 


letter to Colonel Sharman before he was a miniſter, and Mr. 


Flood's ſpeech upon his motion for a reform in parliament, but, 
above all, in the conſtitutional ſtrictures contained in the defence 


of John Horne Tooke, at the ſuit of Charles James Fox, in an 
action for debt; and that the delegates do demand a right of vot- 


ing for members of parliament in favour of all perſons, not in- 


fants, paupers, lunatics, placemen or penſioners, and not incapa- 
cCitated by crimes, and the voting ought only to be in places and 


diſtricts of the reſidence of the voters; that the time of election 


ought to be ſhort, and the collection of votes be made in as 


many different places in a diſtrict, immediately as may ba 


convenient, or accurately taken, and at one and the ſame time; 


and eſſentially, and above all, the parliamentought to be annual. LY 


(The Clerk reads.) 


« That the delegates do punctually correſpond with the ſo- 


ciety for the purpoſe of communication, information, and of 


receiving ſuch further inſtructions as the exigency may require. 


« Reſolved, That the above be the direction to the delegates. 


ce Refolved; That ſeven guineas be allowed to each of the 


delegates for ravelling and a ſum not exceeding three guineas 
per week, each, be all 


owed to them during the ſitting of the 


convention of delegates ; and that a ſubſcription be now opened 
tor that purpoſe, and that the HY be e to for- 


ward the ſame. 
5 FER that the proceedings of F riday the 2. 5th, and 
YE 2 Monday 
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e 
Monday 28th of October, 1793, be ſigned by the chairman 


and ſecretary. __ „ „ 
« Reſolved, That the ſecretary be requeſted to write to the 


different ſocieties with which this ſociety is in correſpondence, 


informing them. that the London Correſponding Society, to- 
gether with this ſociety, have elected delegates to the conven- 
tion of delegates to meet at Edinburgh, on the 29th inſtant, 


and to requeſt their concurrence in this important meaſure.” 


Mr. Garrew. We will paſs over the meeting of the 6th of 
December, and come to the 17th of January. 

Rs) [be Clerk reads.) © N 

« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 17th of 
January, 1794, Preſ:nt, Mr. John Horne Tooke in the chair, &c. 

& Reſolved, That law ceaſes to be an object of obedience 
whenever it becomes an inſtrument of oppreſſion, | 

„% Reſolved, That we recall to mind, with the deepeſt ſatiſ- 


faction, the merited fate of the infamous Jeffries, once Lord 
Chief. Juſtice of England, who, at the æra of the glorious re- 


volution, for the many iniquitous ſentences which he had paſſed, 
was torn to pieces by a brave and injured people. GS: 
„ Reſolved, That thoſe who imitate his example deſerve his 
me.” 1: 2 Ss 8 . 
„ Mr. Tooke having left the chair, Mr. Gerald was called to it. 
« Reſolved, T hat the Tweed, though it may divide countries, 
ought not and does not make a ſeparation between thoſe princi- 
ples of common ſeverity in which Engliſhmen and Scotſmen 
are equally intereſted, that injuſtice in Scotland is injuſtice in 
England, and that the fafety of Engliſhmen is endangered - 
whenever their brethren of Scotland, for a conduct which en- 


titles them to the approbation of all wiſe and the ſupport of all 


brave men, are ſentenced to Botany Bay, a puniſhment hither- 
to inflicted only on felons. 3 og ͤͥͤͥ ¾ !: 

« Reſolved, That we fee with regret, but we ſee without 
fear, that the period is faſt approaching when the- liberties of 
Britons muſt depend not upon 1eaſon, to which they have long 


_ appealed, nor on their powers of expreſſing it, but on their firm 


and undaunted reſolution to oppoſe tyranny by the ſame means 
„„ 5 Se 3 P26 . 
« Reſolved, That we approve of the conduct of the Bri- 


_tiſh Convention, who, though aſſailed by force, have not 


been anſwered by argument ; and who, enlike the members of 
a certain aſſembly, have no intereſt, diſtin from the common 


body of the people. 


« Reſolved, That a copy of the above reſolutions be tranſ- 
„ 88 mitted 


[ 30 


mitted to citizen William Skirving, ſecretary to the Britiſh 
Convention, who is now imprifoned under colour of law, in 
the Tolbooth of Edinburgh. _ | „ 


-< Reſolved, That the reſolutions now paſſed, be publiſhed in 
the. newſpapers... | NG a 
<« Reſolved, That the reſolutions now paſſed, be ſigned by 
the chairman and ſecretary, I Te „„ | 
« Read a letter from Mr. Hardy, ſecretary to the London 
Correſporiding Society.“ . : OE 
Mr. Gerrow. That letter of Mr, Hardy's was tead this 
morning, ſtating an anniverſary dinner at the Crown and An- 
chor Tavern, on the 20th of January. „ 
Ar. Erstine. Ves, that was read this morning. 
| 5 : (The Clerk reads.) | 
« At a meeting of the ſociety for Conſtitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday 24th 
January, 1794, preſent Mr. John Pierſon in the chair, 8c. 
« A motion was made, that it be reſolved that the mot ex- 
cellent addreſs of the London Correſponding Society be inſerted 
in the books of this Society, and that the King's Speech to his 
parliament be inſerted under it, in.order that they may be both 
always. ready for the perpetual reference of the members of this 
| ſociety during the continuance of the preſent unfortunate war; 
and that (in perpetuam rei memoriam) they may be printed to- 
gether in one ſheet, at the happy concluſion of it; which happy 
concluſion, according to the preſent proſperous appearances, 
we hope and believe not to be many months diſtant, 3 
„ An amendment was moved, that between the words (his 
and (Parliament) the word (honourable) ſhould be inſerted, 
Honourable was withdrawn, and another amendment was then 
moved, that between the words (his). and (parliament) the 
word (faithful) ſhould be inſerted, faithful was withdrawn. 
« And it was unanimouſly reſolved, that his and his only is 
the proper epithet for parliament upon the preſent occaſion. 
The reſolution then paſſed unanimouſly in its original 
form. | ef? | 
 « Reſolved, That the London Correſponding Society have de- 
ſerved well of the country. 2 „ | 
« Reſolved, That the Secretary be ordered to cauſe-4.9,000 
copies of the addreſs, the ſpeech, and theſe reſolutions to be 
printed in one ſheet and properly diſtributed in England, Ire- 
land, and Scotland. | | | 
„ Reſolved, That the thanks of this ſociety be given to Earl 
Stanhope, for endeavouring to put a ſtop to the preſent unfor- 


tunate War. 5 „„ Rs. 4 
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papers.” 


1. 310 
&« Reſolved, That theſe reſolutions be publiſhed in the nevi | 


ft tf Mr. White reads.) | 1 
« At a tleatiig of the Society for Conſtitutional . i 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 7th Fe- 


bruary, 1794, preſent Dr. Kentiſh in the chair, Kc. 


« Ordered, I hat a copy of the reſolutions paſſed at the meet- 
ing, 24th January laſt, be ſent to the Edinburgh Gazetteer, 


for inſertion, together with a copy of the ſeveral reſolutions re- 
ceived by this ſociety, from the London Correiponding Society. 


« It was then moved, that a circular letter be ſent to each* 
ſection of this ſociety, requelliog their aſſiſtance for the fund 
ſubſcribed for them impriſoned at Edinburgh. b 

* Relolyed, That the Secretary be deſired to write the lad 
letter. 

oo 6 The Clerk reads. ) 5 

6c At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional bein 

tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 70s 


March, 1794, Mr. Froſt in the chair. 


Mr. Tooke gave notice that he would, at the next meet- 
ing of this Society, move, that two books ſhould be opened, 
one of them bound in black, in which ſhall be entered all the 
enormities of thoſe who deſerve the cenſure ; and in the other, 
the merits of thoſe who deſerve the gratitude of the ſociety. 25 
. (The Clerk reads.) | 

« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
held at the Crown and Anchor T avern, otrand, 28th March, 
1794, Mr. John Pierſon in the chair. 

Read a letter from the London Correſponding Society. 

c Reſolved, That the ſame be entered on the books of the 

Society, (See the Letter and ROT thereon, pages 151, 152, 


and 153 of this work.) 


„ Reſolved, That it is fit and proper, and the duty of this 
fociety, to ſend an anſwer to the London Correſponding Society. 


| Ordered, that the Secretary acquaint the London Correſponding 
Society, that we have received their communication, and 


heartily concur with them in the objects they have in view, and 
that for the purpoſe of a more ſpeedy and effectual co-operation, 
we invite them to ſend to this ſociety, next Friday evening, a 
delegation of ſome of their members,” 
(The Clerk reads.) 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- | 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, Friday, 


Ath April, 1794, Mr. Simmons in the chair. 


60 Read a letter from the committee of the London Gorre⸗ 
„ ſponding 


[ 31! "©: | * 


pode Society, acquainting this ſociety, that they had Jeputed 
I Baxter, Lean Thelwall, Richard Hodgſon, Matthew 
Moore, John Richter, and john Lovett, to hold a conference 
with the members of this ſociety. Five perſons, Mr. Moore, 
Mr. Hodgſon, Mr. Thelwall, Mr. Lovett, and Mr. Baxter, at- 
tended from the London Correſponding Society. 

« Reſolved, T hat a delegation of five members of this . 


Correſponding Society. 
of the London Correſponding Society. 
reſpondence of the members of this Society. 


Sharpe, and Mr. Tooke, do compoſe the Committee.“ 
| (The Clerk reads ) | 
« At a meeting of the Society for Conſtitutional Informa- 


April, 1794, preſent Mr. Tooke, Mr. Joyce, &c, made 2 
report of the delegates of tne London Correſponding Society, 
for the purpoſe of this ſociety co-operating. with the London 


reſolutions: 

„ Reſolved, That it appears to this committee very deſirable, 

that a general meeting or convention of the friends of liberty 

ſhould be called, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the 

proper methods of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation of the 
eople. 


ſtitutional Information, and the London Correſponding Society, 
to inſtitute a regular and preſſing correſpondence with all thoſe 
parts of the country where ſuch meaſures may be likely to be 


ther the genera] object, 
« Reſolved, That it appears to this committee that the gene- 
ral object will be much promoted if a ſtanding committee of co- 
operation between the two ſocicties were eſtabliſhed, for the pur- 
| Poſe of holding perſonal communication with ſuch members of 
hmilar ſocieties in other parts of the country as may occaſionally 
| be in London, and who may be authoriſed by their reſpective 
ſocieties to act with ſuch committees. 
c Read the following letter from the ſociety to the London 
Correſponding Society, April 10, 1794. | 
© CITIZENS, 


I am ordered by 8 of d of the Lode 


| Correſponding POP to inform the Society t for Conſtitutional 
Informa- 


ciety be appointed to meet the members deputed by the London 
c Reſolved, That this deputation do confer with the A 
« Reſolved, That there be appointed a Committee of Cor. 
« Ordered Mr. Joyce, Mr. Pierſon, Mr. Bonney, Mr. 


tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, 11th 


Correſponding Society, and that they had come to the following | 


| « Reſolved, That it is recommended to the Society for Con- 


promoted, not only to inſtigate the ſocieties already formed, but 
to endeavour alſo to produce ſuch other aſſociations as may fur- 
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e that they approve of the reſolutions of the com- 


mittee of conference. 
„ FTherefore, the London Cat Sede have choſen 
(five perſons) to put in practice immediately the ſecond and third 


reſolutions of that committee, 


(Signed) TRONMAS Haxbv, Secretary. : 
c Addreffed to Mr. D. Adams, Secretary to the 
Society for Conſtitutional Information.“ 


« Reſolved, That the report of the committee of delegates 
from the London Correſponding Society, and of this ſociety, be 


entered on the books of this ſociety. 


« Reſolved, That it appears to this ſociety, very deſirable, 
that a general meeting of the friends of liberty ſhould be called, 


for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration the proper methods 


of obtaining a full and fair repreſentation of the people. 
4 Reſolved, That it appears to this ſociety, that the general 
object will be. much promoted if a ſtanding committee of co- 


* operation were eſtabliſhed, for the purpoſe of holding perſonal 
communication with ſuch members of :fimilar ſocieties in other 


parts of the country as may occaſionally be in London, and who 
may be authorized by their re pective ſocieties to act with ſuch 
committees. 

6 Reſolved, That the committee of correſpondence, already 


appointed by this ſociety, be the committee of co-operation and 


communication with the committees of other ſocieties. 
“ Ordered, That the Secretary be deſired to ſend a letter to- 


the London Correſponding Society, acquainting them with the 


members of this ſociety appointed to confer with them: 


“ Reſolved, That Mr. Joyce be requeſted to accept of the . 
office of Secretary to the Committe of Correſpondence. 


« Mr, Joyce being preſent, accepted of the ſaid office.“ 
(The Clerk "wa | | 
« At a meeting of the ſociety for onſtitutional Informa- 
tion, held at the Crown and Anchor Tavern, Strand, May 9, 


1794, Preſent, Mr. Wardle in the chair, &c.“ 


Mr. Garrow. This is merely introductory ro the ren of ſome 


letters, which I ſhall put in by and by. 


(The Clerk continues ek 1 
« Read a pamphlet, containing certain proceedings of the 


London Correſponding Society, and of this Society. 


= Reſolved, That two thouſand of the ſame ye ne * 


aw”) ſociet . 
7 Mac kor Lonk at; this, and fre if f you found it 

5A 5 Adams's papers ? * 

A. Yes, I did. | 


Ar. Garrow. This is one of the pamphlet which the E 
IS. {ojution 


ſolution directed the publication of, and which was ſound in the 


* 


„ 


poſſeſſion of Mr. Adams, ſecretary, to that ſociety; it is a letter 


from the London Correſponding to the Conſtitutional Society, 
with their reſolutions encloſed. 5 | 


Ar. Erikine. Thoſe things having been already read, I ſhould 
be ſorry to inſiſt upon the Court and Jury hearing it again, but 


at the ſame time, when the context is forgotton, I cannot tell; 


but, though your Lordſhip and I may have a recollection of it, 


the Jury may not. When you read things detached, it gives 
different ideas. | | = 


| (The Letter of the 27th of March, I794,. was then again read, 


4s Here inſerted, and the reſolutions thereupon.) 


Then it is reſolved, at that meeting, to. ſend an addreſs to. 


Meſſrs. Muir, Palmer, Margarot, and Gerald; in which they 
informed them, Though they had been to long ſilent, {till it 
had not proceeded from unconcern at their ſituation, for. they 


had marked their enemies with honeſt indignity, and that they 
ſhould have attained to a full and fair repreſentation of the 
people, for which they were prepared to act with magna- 
nimity, they would again receive them.on the Britiſh ſhore.“ 
There was alſo read two anſwers to the above addreſs, di- 


rected to the Conſtitutional Society from Palmer, Skirving, and 


Muir. g | 


Lord President. I am ſorry at the cloſe of the ſecond day, to | 


de in the ſituation that we are; I cannot think of detaining you 


One of the Fury. My Lord, the refreſhment we ſtand in need 


of does not depend upon meat and drink: it is impoſlible for 
us to remain in the ſituation in which we were laſt night: my 


all night without refreſhment. 


Lord, we are very ſenſible of your goodneſs, but we beg leave 


to inform your Lordſhip, that the accommodation of the place 


is ſo bad, we muſt repreſent our ſituation : We have been forty 


mitted to go home? 


hours without taking off our clothes, we want reſt; it is neceſ- 
ſary to the preſervation of our health, even to enable us to go 
on with the trial; we intreat, therefore, that we may be per- 

Ar. Erskine, I am very willing that the gentlemen ſhould go 
home, at all hazards, taking their word of honour that they will 
not be approached by any one upon this cauſe; I am certainly 
ready to admit that they ſhould go home on the part of the pri- 
ſoner. The gentlemen have ſaid, they have been forty hours 
in their clothes, and feel an inconvenience from it, and y caſe 


is niet commenced, which will take not only an equal length 


of time, but a greater, if it is neceſſary ; and not time merely 
but an equal attention, which requires a firmneſs of mind, 
| GE „ 5 which 


which fltmneſs of mind can only be preſerved by a ſtrength of 
body, in order to enable my Lord and Jury to attend to it; the 
caſe is now to parole evidence, which will take up a deal of 


time tomorrow. I muſt be prepared, undoubtedly, whenever 


your Lerdſhip calls upon me; all that I can ſay, 1s, that I am 
ready todo wherever is molt convenient to the adminiltration of 
eee eee 
Mr. Garrow. The obſervation my learned friend is now 
making, was made yeſterday; it cannot be ſuppoſed that my 
learned friend, or any body elſe, wiſhes to be underſtood, that 
on the part of the priſoner there is a greater diſpoſition, to 
engage in this moſt arduous proceeding, than in thaſe who are 
charged with this proſecution on the part of the public. My 
Lord, the diſperſion of the Jury does not reſt with us, but it was 
diſcuſſed upon conftitutional ground: the ſubject diſeuſſed yeſter- 


day does not depend on us, whether we are to give or with-hold 


an aſſent to the diſperſion of the Jury; but it was conſidered on 


the grounds of the law and conſtitution; it is much to be la- 


& 


mented that the gentlemen ſhould be ill-provided for; no inti- 


mation of the renewal of the ſuggeſtion on the part of the pri- 


ſoner, had been intimated in the courſe of the day. I, for one, 


feel myſelf very unfortunate, I thought it my duty to inſiſt upon the 


learned gentleman 3 who has been charged with the 


care of this proſecution, and whofe moſt extraordinary exertions, 
yeſterday, were witneffed by the Court ; I feel oyſell, therefore, 
embarraſſed upon the ſubject ; I have no difficulty, however, in 
faying this, that my learned friend cannot go one ſtep beyond 
me, or my learned leader, the Attorney G | 

they entertain, that this Jury, if they ſhould be permitted to 
depart, that is, if the law ſhould permit them to depart, may 


eneral, in the ſenſe 


be moſt ſafely entruſted here, any where, at any diſtance, for 


any length of time ; if the Court feel that they can with ſecurity 
do it, if the Court feel that not only guarding againſt all wilful 
attempts towards a miſ-trial, which I do not ſuſpect on the part 
of the Jury, but guarding againſt accidents which may befall 
any man, under the circumſtances of leaving this place, if the 
Court feel they can do it, I have no objection; 1 am juſt as 
ready to conſent to what may be legally and ſafely done for the 
accommodation of the gentlemen of the Jury, as my learned 
friend, or any man can be. „ ; 

Mr. Erſtine. I believe that nothing that fell from me can 
bear any thing like an attack on Mr. Attorney-General. 


Mr. Garrow replied, it was true, he had not, but he had a 


right to manifeſt his attentions. 
Lord Prejident. You only add to the uneafineſs in our minds 
dy ſuch converſation. This ſubject was diſcuſſed yeſterday, and 


NY. 


a+ Þ - 


we have all the diſpoſition to do every thing, in the world for the 
accommodation of the Jury. There, were then ſolid, ſerious | 


doubts aroſe,” of rather it was the gpinion of the Judges, that 
they could not fafely permit the Jury to ſeparate; that being ſo, 
all they could do was to make it their particular requeſt,; and L 
am perſuaded the Sheriff went ſo far as he could roward their 
accommodation, and I would do all in my power for them. 
One of. the Fury. My Lord, it is not poflible under this roof, 


there is not that accommodation which we want, namely, beds 3 


Lord Prijdent. Is there any houſe in the neighbourhood 
where they can ger beds? 7 EE Ys 


we were aft night all in one room upon matrafles, where it 


The London coffee-houſe was then mentioned. —lt was ſaid; 


that houſe was engaged and filled with witneſſes for the Crown. 
The Vork Hotel in Bridge-ſtreet was mentioned; and, at 


length, it was ſuggeſted that at the Hummums in Covent- 


garden, they might all be accommodated with ſeparate rooms 
and beds, and the Sheriffs undertook to conduct them thither, 


and three bailiffs were ſworn to keep them in cuſtody, which 


they did in three coaches. 


* 4 


A Furyman ſaid, that the officers appointed l e night before 
had taken ſuch eſpecial care, that they ned the even get 


ſhaved; they had not ſuffered a razor to approach them. 
The Lord Preſident ſaid, that if a razor did find its way 
among them, he ſhould not ask how it came the rec 
be given Mr. Erskine to look over the maſs of evidence which 
had been adduced by the Crown; and, after ſome altercatio 

in which Mr. Erskine ſaid he deſired no favour, he only wilhed 
for the courſe the moſt likely to further public. juſtice, it Was 
agreed to adjourn to eleven o'clock the next dax. 
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A ſhort converſation took place about the time neceſlary to. 


N 1 me 


1 
THURSDAY Moxnins, Oct Gin; 30, 1794: 
Te Court met at eleven o'clock, 
| WIS TEST © op 
THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, LORD PRESIDENT ; 


Tr 'LoxD Curry 8 Mx. Jus1CE BULLER, 
Mx. BARON Ho THA, Ma. JusTICE GRosE. 


Mr. Hitorney General. I am now going to produce to ; your 
Lordſhip ſome papers found in the poſletlion, of the priſoner 
at the bar, as far back as the 3oth of April, 1792 3 by which 
it will appear that the priſoner, Mr. Margarot, Mr. Martin, Mr. 
5 Richter, and Mr. Vaughan, were at that time choſen delegates o of 

the London Correſponding 8 6 1037 and Mr. Vaughan, and one 

or two others were a e t raw up the conſtitution of the 
ſociety. And I ſhall then call ſome witneſſes to prove, that 
M r. lardy deſired that conſtitution to be drawn i up. | 
729575 GURNELL,, ſworn. | 
Mr. Attorney General. Look at IN Papers ( ſome . 
ſewn him) where did you and, them ? 
A. In Mr. Hardy's poſſefſion. | 
| | (Read by the Clerk of the Cay 1 
| Dated Monday 3oth, April, 17 London Correſpond- 
in Society, Diviſion, No. 7 7, 197 Id at the ſign o of the Coach 

2 Lincolns- Inn Fields; James Sheriff in the chair. 

« Reſolved unanimouſly, That Maurice Margarot be ap- 
pointed our delegate to the ſtanding committee of the ſeveral 
diviſions of the Correſponding Society; and that the ſaid de- 
legate ſhall continue in office during the ſpace of three months 
to this day. 

. Thi this reſolution be ſigned by the chairman, and . 
mitted to the preſident of the committee. Signed by order, 
James Sheriff, Chairman.“ X 
„ Gurnell) ; Did you find this: at Mr. Hardy's ? ( paper 
Heron him.) 3 


A. I did. 
| (Read ly the Clerk v the Court, * 
To the delegates of the London Correſponding „ 
at a meeting of the ſecond branch of the aforeſaid ſociety, held 
at the Blue Poſts, in the Hay-Market, Mr. Macneil in the 
Chair. It was unanimouſly reſolved, 
[ 11t © The proceedings is to go by rotation. 
2d. “ That David Rowland was unanimouſly | elected ſecre- 
tary. 
3”, F* Mr. Martin was dtiaoltioutly elected delegate for this 
ſociety, for three months from the date hereof. By order of - - 
the ſociety. 15 30, 7925 2 Rowland, "nn 


* 
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„ (adn — called þ in.) 
Mr. Aitorney General. Did you find that Paper any where? ? 
(a paper ſhawn him.) 
A. . found is in Mr. Hardy s houſe. 
(The Cork rad.) 0 : 
Novetuber 5, 17902. „ This is to certify, that the diviſion 
No. 16, of the London Correſponding Society, have choſen 
John Baxter, our delegate, Edward Joes, chairman, E. Gray, 


1 kecret⸗ 


a 
3 5 825 you ever ſee that before? ( Pw _ ng : 


„ Aer did you find it? 
In Mr. Hach 'S houſe. . | 
(The Clerk reals.) Ry Fas 

- Baca Thurſday, 8h November, 1792. & On an blies | 
tion being made to the committee of de egates, of the London 
Correſponding, Society, by John Richter, of diviſion No. 6, 
for leave to inſtitute a diviſion of this ſociety, in the neighbour- 
| hood of Knightſbridge. He is hereby authorized to do ſo in 
the courſe of next week, and make the diviſion No. 19, "of the 
London Correſponding Society. Signed, John Martin, chair- 
man, Thomas Roy. , ſecretary. 

« This is to certify, that John Richter is appointed deleg; 
to the Correſponding Society of this 19th diviſion. This firſt 
meeting in Knightſbridge, this 16th of Nov. 1792.“ x 

E (To Gurnell.) Where did 1 Und this paper ? (a paper 
ſhewn him.) : . 
A. In Mr. Hardy's houſe. 

4 * Clerk reads. ) 

Dated 7th May, 1792 « Mr. Hardy, the bearer of. this is 
delegated by the diviſion of the London Correſponding Society, 
vrhich meets at the Bell, Exeter-ſtreet, Strand, and is authoriſed 
to aſſiſt at the committee, appointed to form a conſtitutional 
code of laws, for the government of the Londoti Correſpond- 
ing fociety. (Signed,) Robert Boyd.” | 

E. (Ta Po ) Where did you find that paper, Mr. Gur- 
nell? (a paper ſhewn him.) 7 
- ohh In r. Hardy's houſe. | 
(7b Clerk Had, ) : Ts 
Dited 3oth of April, 1 21792: Mr. Vaughan, the bearer of this 
is delegated by the divifion of the London Correſponding So- 
_ ciety, which meets at the Bell, Exeter-ftreet, Strand; and is 
authoriſed to aſſiſt at the committee, appointed to form a con- 
ſtitutional code of laws, for the government of the London 
Correſponding Society, (Signed,) T. Hardy.?“ | 
D. Look at this paper, did you ever lee it before? (a paper 
ſoewon him.) | | 0 
4 Les. N 


„„er 


n 


„ | ww AI Is tn 2 - 


an,” n 


% 
. ere. ee. Ao Et Es LT Mr A Ie EEE ROEIY — —„—„— N 
” % * 
. „ N 8 
= j , - ' 


* . 1 oy 


A. Wis . 
4 Where did you find it? 
In Mr. h s houſmm. 
(Te Clerk yy 40 


Dated N 3 1702. No. 4, Taylor i. Bulldinge, Chandos- 


ſtreet, Signed, Thomas Hardy. Addreſſed to Mr. E | 


«6:18 
I take the kiberty to leb you n few: of. the ofiginal oe 


for your peruſal, this afternoon; if you ſee any thing in wi 
- worthy 1 for the approbation ot the delegates to-morrow | 


evening. Some of them are ſweet flowers, and I hope you 
will be like the bee, draw a little from each; I wiſh you if yo 


ſee any propriety in it, to copy part of the preamble, that part 


that mentions the number of inhabitants, in each of thoſe po- 
pulous towyns, that have not a ſingle voice in chuſing a member 


tis repreſent them. I am ſure it would have a good effect on 


the public; and likewiſe the rotten boroughs in Cornwall. 


When theſe papers were read in our ſociety, in its infant ſtate, 


(but by the by it is ſcarcely out of leading-ſtrings now, but ſhall 
not a doubt remain with us), they were fired with indignation 
at ſuch an injuſtice and unequal repreſentation. Many derer 
heard of any ſuch thing. If our ſociety was ſo affected bj 


ſame way of reaſoning, tens of thouſands of ee of this | 


nation would be equally fo, if they were informed of the exiſt- 
ence of thoſe. evils. Thus ſome of them, in my opi nion, are 


the moſt clear things, that can be exhibited to the public. E * 
| cuſe me for ain {uch liberty with you. 00 | 


« Fremain, Sir, 
« Yours and the Society's zealous fried; | 
« Twomas HARDY.“ 
2. (To Lauzun) Did you ever ſee that paper before? „ 
4 Yes, in Mr. Hardy's houſe. jos 
(Read by the Clerk « the Gurt.) 


| The Report, of the Committee of Conſtitution of the Bode 


Correſponding Society. Printed for the uſe of the members. | 

Sold by Thomas Spence. 

Knowing from experience, that thoſe who (thrbugh the de- 
praved ſtate of what ſhould be the repreſentative body) are ſuf- 
fered to prey on the vitals of our country, derive the prihcipal 


paxt of their ſucceſs in oppoſing an equal repreſentation, from 
' the active circulation of falſehood reſpecting this and other 


ſimilar ſocieties, we think it adviſeable' that you ſhould give an 


explicit declaration of your principles at” Wilhes, which we 
Conceive to be as follow : 


I. © That all men are by nature free, equal, and independent 
of wo. other. ä TH 1 . 


perty, ſubject way to ſuch contributions as may be impartially 


5. © Submiſſion to any meaſure does not imply filence as to 

the propriety or impropriety thereof. 
6. Eyery power entruſted to a magiſtrate implies a reſpon= 

ſibility for the exerciſe of that power. 


. The foregoing are not new, but are the original prin- 


— 


polizers of farms to pay enoromus rents. | | 

10. © Game Laws— Though too evidently calculated to diſ- 
arm the nation, may in general be attributed to the fame re- 
ſtriction ;—by them even the farmer, on whoſe property the 
game is fed, is robbed of every conſtitutional right of a Briton, 
and ſubjected to the brutality of a baſhaw in the ſorm of a coun- 


try Juſtice, from whom there is no appeal, = 


II, 0 Exif 


K . 


- 27, ©. Exciſe Laws, and Stamp Duties, (and the conſequent 

Fyſtem of ſpies and irformers) equally repugnant to the proteſſed 
principles of the conſtitution, and moſt extenſive in their op- 
refſion, are often introduced merely as engines of corporation 
influence; for in ſome inſtances the produce of the tax does not 
pay the expence of collection; were the ſenſe of the nation fairly 
taken, it is impoſſible to believe but whatever ſum might be ne- 
ceſſary for the public ſervice it would be raiſed by means leſs ob- 


=> 


noxious and leſs expenſive. 3 | 
12. The Min Act—Which. would never have exiſted, 
had not the bulk of the people been excluded from repreſenta- - 
tion. It reflects a charge of hypocrity on thoſe who affect to 
bewail the late events in France, yet calmly view the defenders 
of their country ſubjected to every ſpecies of fraud, inſult, and 
cruelty. The military excellence of true republicans in all ages 
proves it to be e e Convince a Briton that he is about 
o fight for a country in which his rights are daily conſulted, 
and the cat of nine tails may be burnt by the hands of the com- 
mon hangman. | F 
13. © The Impreſs Service Equally cruel with the foregoing, 
is another effect of a partial repreſentation ; it has lately been 
roved, that the expence of this ſervice, if applied to increaſe 
the ſeamens pay, would render impreſſing unneceſſary; but it 
is more conſiſtent with the government of a faction to diſtribute 


the ſum among the officers of corporations. 


14. The ill effects of partial repreſentation are not con- 
fined to men in private ſtations ; we challenge contradiction 
when we aſſert, that, in general, promotion, whether in the 


: army, navy, or church, is the effect of parliamentary connection, 
and the reward of parliamentary proſtitution « 1 


15. We cannot entertain a doubt that the foregoing ſtate- 
ment of grievances will be admitted as juſt by our countrymen 
at large; and alſo that an equal repreſentation by univerſal and 
annual ſuffrage would tend immediately to 285 them. It 
remains to prove that the difficulties ſaid to attend ſuch a ſcheme 
are merely the chimerical inventions of intereſted men. 
16. Cet us ſuppoſe all partial corporations, (thoſe badges of 
flavery) aboliſhed ; and conſider the whole ifland as one corpo- 
ration divided into counties or cities, for the purpoſes of em- 
bodying and exerciling militia, &c. and for eleCting repreſen- 
tatives, ſubdivided into diſtricts, or townſhips, as nearly as con- 
venient in equal proporfion to the number of inhabitants. 

I7. Allow to each diſtrict or townſhip, one repreſentative, 
and let it be ſubdivided into pariſhes, and every man entitled to 
2 vote, be regiſtered in the pariſh in which he reſides. Large 
pariſhes may be ſubdivided into wards, or hamlets 

n e 8 
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18. “ Lot every voter give his vote in the oariſh. i in ohh he 
reſides, let the votes be brought in witing, and called for in 
ſucceſſion, either alphabetically by the names of the voters, or 


numerically by the wards and number of houſes; either of theſe 
methods would prevent that ſource of riot, the praiſes of vo- 
ting in party groups. 

19. The truth of entry of every individual vote in each 
pariſh would eaſily be examined, and the totals of the ſeveral 


pariſhes in each diftri& ſo eaſily collected, that we ſcruple not 
d to aſſert a general election might be decided with indiſputable 


| certainty in twelve hours. 


22, In ſaying the whole iſland ſhould be conſidered as one | 
corporation, we do not wiſh to be underſtood as recommending 


that diſtricts ſhould chuſe their repreſentatives from diſtant parts. 


On the contrary, we think the repreſentative ſhould always be 


a reſident of the diſtrict, as his character would be better known 
to his conſtituents. Hearſay characters are ſeldom any other 
than the blazonings of faction 


21. It is indiſpenſible to good government, that nates | 


tatives ſhould be paid for their ſervice to the public, The want 


of open and honorable reward, retards the exertion of laudable 


characters, and ſubjects the nation to the fraudulent and deluſive 
practices of mock patriots. 


22. „To thoſe who are l of the propriety of the | 


foregoing ideas, and only aſk, how ſhall we attain the practice 
of them? We anſwer, afſociate. By ſo doing, you will better 


correct and ſtrengthen each others opinion on the ſubject of 


liberty, and eventually abaſh the tools of corrupt influence, and 


lawleſs power. Effects which are not to be expected from the 5 


vague and deſultor I of individual opinions. 
Having thus ftated what we conceive to be the ſentiments 
of the ſociety, we recommend that the members thall meet in 


diviſions, conſiſting as nearly as convenient of thirty members | 


each, and that the management of its affairs be veſted in one 
committee of delegates, one ſelect committee, and one council, 
ſubject to reference to the diviſions, and trial by jury, as more 
particularly defined in the following ſections, _ . | 
« SECTION I. Form of admiſſiun and duty of a Member. 


Each candidate for admiſſion into this ſociety, ſhall be | 


„ by a member, who thall either belong to the diviſion in 


\ 


which the propoſal is made, or be perſonally known as a member 


of the ſociety to two members of ſuch diviſion. _ 
2. The ſecretary ſhall enter the age, name, reſidence, and 

occupation of the candidate, together with the propoſer's name, 
and number, in the minute book of the diviſion, and the pre- 
ſident ſhall put the following rg to the proper 
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te fre you well acquainted with the ates * you” or a | 
with his means of life, and his political principles, and are you Th 
aſſured that his general character 15 fuch as will not be di iſgraceful 
to this ſocieiy ? 

3. * If the propoſer ſhall err the foregoing queſtion in the 
affirmative, the preſident ſhall demand of the diviſion, whether 
any member has any objection to the candidate. 

4. If no objection ſatisfactory to the diviſion ſhall be made, 


the preſident ſhall put the following queſtions to the candidate. 


K Hr you convinced that every man who has attained to years off - 
diſcretion, is in poſſeſſion of his reaſon, and not diſqualified by crimes, 


ought to have @ vote for a repreſentative, and not mare than one 


vote! 4 
« Are you voiced that the repreſentation EDS to be divided as 
— as poſſible in proportion to the number of electors ? | 
* Are you convinced that the election of repreſentatives f the peo- 
ought to he annual? _ 
« 2 Il you by all juſtifable means endeavour to promote a reform 


in the parliament of this country, agreeable to the principles which 


you have now profeſſed ? 
5, * The candidate having anſwered the foregoing queſtions | 
in the affirmative, ſhall be declared a member, and ſhall receive 
a ticket on whieh ſhall be indorſed his name, and time to which 
his contribution is paid. And another ticket on which. ſhall 
be written in large figures, the number of his diviſion, and be- 
neath that, his own number in the diviſion.” 
Ar. Attorney General, Under the article, order, read No. 6 


and 7. 


6. © No Weber ſhall be allowed to ſtile himſelf, or any 


other by any party names, &c. whether intended to erg 
reſpect or diſreſpect. 


7. All political appellations which do not in their imme- 
diate interpretation, convey an idea of political ſentiment or 
fituation, are party names. The following do not fall under 
this objection, as will appear by their explanations, 

Republican. —** One who wiſhes to Promote the general well- 


fare of his RT 


Democrat, —* A A ſupporter of the rights and power of the 
people. 

Ariftocrat.—-< One who wiſhes to Promote the interſt of a 
few, at the expence of many. 
 Reogalifl.—< Among the ignorant part of mankind, ſignifies 


a perſon attached to regal government: among artful e 


it is a veil for their own ariſtocracy. 
Leal. N — A N of the conſtitution of his nn, ih 


1 
*Citizen.—* The ancient appellation given to the memhertrs 
Mkt e e 
Subjeft,—< Can only with propriety be applied to a member 
of a ſtate, whoſe government has been inſtituted by foreign 
| conqueſt or the prevalence of a domeſtic faction. 5 
«SECTION II. The Organization and Power of a Diviſin. 
1. “ Each diviſion ſhall meet once in a week, on any even- 
ing in the week except Thurſday and Sunday: „„ 
2. The hour and place of meeting ſhall be at the conve- 
nience of each diviſion, but muſt be announced to the conſtitut- 
ed bodies. : RT : e 
3. Each diviſion ſhall elect from its own members, a pre- 
ſident, vice-preſident; ſecretary, aſſiſtant ſecretary, delegate, 
and ſub-delegate. „ 1 — £57 
4. Each diviſion ſhall be furniſhed with three books, (viz.) 
one to bear the number of the diviſion; a ſimilar book to be 
called the ſupernumerary book of the ſame diviſion ; and a third 
for entering minutes. | : | 15 
5. No diviſion book ſhall contain more than thirty effec- 
tive names,—ſubject to variation as hereafter mentioned. _ 
6. Members admitted after the diviſion ſhall amount to 
| a fhall be entered in the ſupernumerary book, but not be- 
„ e DE WD” 
7. c As ſoon as the members entered in the ſupernumerary 
book ſhall amount to ſixteen, they ſhall be entitled to a num- 
ber as a new diviſion. They ſhall determine the time and 
place of their future meeting; they ſhall receive a ſupernumerary 
book, and a minute book, and a new fupernumerary book ſhall 
be delivered to the original diviſion. | VVV 
8. « Members entered in any ſupernumerary book while leſs 
than ſixteen, ſhall be entitled to vote, and in every reſpect be 
conſidered as members of the diviſion to which ſuch ſupernu- 
merary book ſhall belong. EXE V 
9. © No new member ſhall have a vote the ſame ſitting in 
_ Which he is admitted; nor transferred member the ſame fitting 
in which he is transferred. En . 1 Wo 
10. „ Each divifion fhall be allowed one ſhilling and ſix- 
pence for rent, furniture, cc. n ne 
. Ir, “ Every member ſhall have liberty to introduce one 
| ſtranger, provided ſuch member ſhall anſwer that the ſentiments. 
_ of the ſtranger are ſimilar. to ours, and the fame ftranger ſhall 
not be introduced more than twice, except for.the purpoſe of 
admiſſion as a member. EE ĩ³ð K 1 428 
No: 23. In caſe of perſecution, and that the means pro- 
vided by the 7th, 8th, and gth Sections of this Conſtitution, 
ſhould not produce the effect of re-eſtabliſhing a repreſentative 
5 N 88 2 | | body 


t * 


body of this ſociety for two weeks ſucceſſively, every Uvidoa 
ſhall have power to elect four perſons whoſe powers ſhall be the 
fame as the four officers of the committee of delegates, 
234. The ſole object of thoſe four perſons ſhall be the re- 
| pos ere of the repreſentative body, and they ſhall report 
= weekly, and be weekly ſubject to revocation.” 

Attorney General, Then the paper goes on to the com- 
mittee of delegates. | 

; (The Clerk o of the Court reads.) 

© SgcTION VII. The Committee of Delegates. 

1. © The committee of delegates is the repreſentative and 
legiſlative body of this ſociety. 

2. © Their duty is indiviſible, and the repreſentation ſhall 
not be impaired by any appointment, either of themſelves col- 
lectively, or of any other ' conſtituted body, which may ſubject 
the members thereof to be abſent from their meeting, or to be 
parties concerned in any ſubje& under their diſcuſſion. | 

3- © Not leſs than three-fourths of their whole number ſhall 
be a quorum, except in the caſe of perſecution. 

4. There ſhall be no diſparity or diſſimilitude between the 
— by offices of preſidency, or ſeeretaryſhip.“ 
Mr. Attorney General. Go to the 14th and then to 21. 
(The Clerk of the Churt reads.) 

du! „The duty of the committee of delegates is to direct 
the conduct of the executive powers in all matters which do not 
_ Tequire ſecreſy or expedition, = 

21. If the executive powers, for che purpoſe of obtaining 
their approbation, ſhall. communicate any thing which a ma- 
jority of the delegates ſhall approve as neceſſary to be ſecretly 
done, the whole committee of delegates are bound to 8 - 

<= Attorney General. Go to ſection 8. 
ns (The Clerk of the Court reads.) | 
- « SECTION VIII. The Select Cmmitiee. ZE 

1. © Shall not exceed the whole, nor be leſs han half the 
number of the committee of delegates, 

2. Every individual member of this committee is the ſer- 
_ of the whole fociety, and not reſponſible to any particular 

ivifion. 

3. < They ſhall at their firſt inſtitution be numbered by lot, | 
from one to the number of their total, 

4. On the laſt Thurſday in each month one third of them 
| ſhall be put to he vote of the committee of delegates, either 
to be re-clected, or others appointed in their place, 5 
| « 7%. 


—— 5 5 
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= Nx. "ft Month, No. 1, 4, 7, 10, 
2d ditto, No. 2, 5 5 11, 


Zd ditto, No. 3, 6, 9 12, to the laſt number. 


5. “ No perſon ſhall be eligible who has not been a member 


of this ſociety three months. 

6. © No member ſhall be allovzed to change his awake; 

7. © Their appointments of preſidency or ſecretaryſhip ſhall 
be from their own ee and at their own diſcretion as to 
permanence. | 


8. „No member of this committee ſhall be admitted until : 
ne has anſwered the following queſtion, which ſhall be put by 


the officers of the committee of delegates : 

« De you promiſe that you will not relinquiſh the lation which 
| you are about ts take in this ſoctety on account of” any perſecution 
which may be brought on it; that you will perſevere in meeting the 
ſelect committee, and to the utmoſt of your power encourage every other 
member of this ſociety to fulfil the duty for his reſpective e 9 
„ Their office is, | 


1. © Preparatory, as they may be directed, either collectively, | 
partially, or MERCY, by the committee of delegates or | 


Council. 


. Referemtial, as to any matter adopted by the commities; 


of delegates, or the council, or by both, which they may judge 
improper. 
3. * All intended publications of this ſociety ſhall, previous 
to being printed, undergo their collective examination, 
* 4 One third of their whole number ſhall be a quorum. 
« SECTION IX. The Councils. 


1 * Shall be compoſed of one treaſurer, one principal fon | 


cretary, and not leſs than four affiſtant ſecretaries. - # 

2. „ They ſhall be numbered from one to their total, and re- 
eligible at the ſame time, and in the ſame manner as the ſelect 
committee. 

3. © The treaſurer ſhall, on the laſt Thurklay | in each calen- 
dar month, give to the committee of delegates, a monthly 
account of the total ſum which he ſhall have received from 

each diviſion, in the courſe of the inſtant month. 

4. © He ſhall alſo give to the ſelect committee at their 
meeting next before the laſt Thurſday in March, June, Sep- 
tember, and December, a quarterly account of all monies re- 


ceived by him on account of this ſociety, and all diſburſements. 


5. „His quarterly account, with the remarks of the ſelect 
committee, if any, ſhall be laid before the committee of dele- 
gates on the laſt Thurſday in March, June, September, and 
Hecember, to be by them examined and. reported to the 
diviſions, | 5 


6. The 


and ſo on, adding three 1 
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= 5. The Sie ſecretaty ſhall record al laws which ſhall 
i be made by this ſociety, which ſhall be printed annually.” 
Ar. Attorney-General. Go on to the 13th and 14. 
+4 | ( (The Clerk of the Curt reads.) | 8 
13. Every member of the council ſhall be really acquainted 
with every tranſaction of this ſociety, however ſecret. 


14. Each member of the council ſhall have a compleat liſt 
3 of the members of every diviſioh of this ſociety, with their reſi- 
Fry dences, which lift he ſhall depoſit to the beſt of his 6, nga in 


bs a place of ſafety.” 
31 = Mr. Attorney=Generil. Go on to Section 11. 
1 (The Clerk of the Gurt reads.) 
« SECTION XI. Of Accuſation and Trial. 

1. © If any member ſhall think another unworthy of being A 
member of this ſociety, or that he has acted in any degree 
improperly, he ſhall offer his accuſation in writing, tigned od | 
i - himſelf in the diviſion of which the accuſed is a member. 

2. © Every accuſation ſhall ſtate the law on which it is 
grounded. 

3. K If the deciſion of the diviſion ſhall be in the favour of 
the accuſed, the trial ſhall go no farther ; if not, the accuſer 


1 | Hall give a ſtatement of the caſe in writing to the delegates of 
5 | his own diviſion, to be laid before the committee of delegates. 
vis | 4. No vote or. reſolution touching any matter of accu- 


Fation ſhall paſs in any diviſion except that of the accuſed (as 
— rn wh in the Jaſt article), nor in any of the conſtituted 
odies. | 
| 5. The delegates having received the caſe, ſhall elect ſur 
_ perſons; not of their own body, nor of the diviſi on or diviſions 
concerned to act as prefident, ſecretary, vice-preſident, and 
aſſiſtant-ſecretary, in the enſuing trial. 

6. „ They ſhall alſo iſſue notices to each diviſion, except 
thoſe of which the accuſer or accuſed are members, mentioning 
the time and place of trial, and the four perſons whom they 
| have appointed to ſuperintend it, and requiring each of them to 
return one juryman. 

7. © Each diviſion ſhall return of its own lore one 
juryman by lot; but none of the four perſons appointed to 
luperintend the trial, nor any member of any CONTINUES body 
{hall be returnable. | 

8. & Every juryman ſo drawn and failing to attend at the 
appointed time, ſhall forfeit two ſhillings and ſixpence, except 
in caſe of ſickneſs, as ſhall alſo each ſuperintendant. 

9. © The ſuperintendants ſhall by lot take twelve names out 
of the whole number preſent, who' thall be the Jury for that 


trial. 
10. cc The 
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10. „ The accuſer and the accuſed ſhall each be allowed one 
aſſiſtant at their own choice. 
11. The preſident ſhall read the accuſation, nd call on the 
accuſer to produce his evidence. 
12. „ The evidence on the part of the accuſer being cloſed, 
the accuſed may call his evidence. | 
13. During the time each witneſs is giving his evidence he 

may be croſs-examined by the jury, the preſident, the accuſed, 

the accuſer, or either of their aſſiſtants. 

14. * Fhe evidence being cloſed, the accuſed and his aſſiſtant 
| ſhall be allowed to comment on it, and make his defence; but 
the croſs- examination ſhall be deemed ſufficient on the-part of 

the accuſer. 

15. If the preſident ſhall think proper, he may recapitulate 

the principal points of the evidence, and comment on them. 
16.“ The jury ſhall give their verdict 1 in writing, ſigned by 
all their names. 
17. If the jury ſhall not within two hours agree that the a ac- 
cuſed is guilty, he thall be acquitted. 
18.“ The iſſue of the trial ſhall be reported to the commit: 
tee of dglegates, and by them to the diviſions.” _ 
Jann CLio Ricxman ſworn—examined by Mr. BowER. 
Lou are the wife of Thomas Clio Rickman? 
kes. | | 
9. What trade is your huſband ; 7 
A. A bookſeller. 
Q. Look at theſe books, and ſes who they appear to be 
printed by? 
A. They appear to be printed vy my huſband. 
2 Did you know Mr. Thomas Paine? 
Ves. 
2, During the time that theſe hooks were printing, where 
did Mr. Paine lodge. 
Ai. I believe he was gone out of England at the time they 
were, printed. 
Q: Did he ever lodge at "ne houſe t 
4 
©, At what time? 
A. From June: to September, 1792. 


I: Did you ever ſee any of the ſheets of that work, While | 


that rinting was goin on? 
A. R Yes, " ud, i 
JV Where did you ſee them? 
At our houſe. 
2 Your huſband printed them ? E 


1 8 he is no 1 


N The 


Þ * 
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They were brought to your houſe as they were printed off? * 
I cannot ſay, I did not ſee them printed. | 
9. Did you ever fee ſheets brought to your huſband's houſe ? 
A. Ves, proof ſheets I have. 
< Where they brought there while that was printing ? 
Yes, of the large edition ; there were two RN. | 
- You ſay there were two editions ? rs 
Ves, a large edition, and one of a ſmaller. 
2 Upon thete want there was cn to Ane been a a 
profit? 
. rs. 
I And how was the profit to have been divided ? 
4. Mr. Paine told me that we were to receive the profit of 
one, it was to be divided e Symonds and * huſband; 
Of which? | 
” The ſmaller one. | 
Who was to receive the profit of the gens one? 
I Mr. Paine. 
J. Was Mr. Paine at Hour houſe en the time chat was 
publiſhed? 
A. He was at our houſe daring the printing of the laws: one; 
of the large one I ſaw ſome of the proofs make their appearance 
before he left England, but it was not publiſhed before he left 
England, neither of them. 
O. Do they appear to be printed for any body elſe beſides 55 
pour husband? 
A Tes, Mr. Symonds. | 
JANE CIIO RicKMAan—croſs „ by Mr: Exsxins. 
Q. Do you mean to ſwear, that you know theſe were the 
books printed for Mr. Symonds and your husbund ; do you 
mean to {wear that theſe are two of them ? | 
A. To the beſt of my knowledge they are, I ye under- 
ſtood fo, 
2, Can you take upon yourſelf, on your oath, to ſay, that theſe 
were not printed by ſomebody elſe, who may have annexed 
your husband's name to theni, or can you by the paper and 
type ſay, that they were printed for your husband and Symonds ; 
you have never read the book through to ſee it is the ſame ?. 
A. I know nothing about what it contains, that book came 
out of my ſhop, it has my writing on It. 
D: Neither do you know the ſhape of the . the 76 or 
the paper? | 
A. I never ſaw them in that ſhape. 
2. Therefore you cannot ſpeak to the identity of the book ? 
8, Where had you theſe books OWE | 
| | A. I ſup- 
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1 4 I fiat 1 had them of Mr. Jann, | 
Ar. Attorney- General. 1 ſhall certainly object to theſe kind of 
queſtions. _ 

Mr. Erſkine. 1 require, and I ask no more, that when this 
ſociety or that ſociety is attacked, they may be attacked by the 
fame evidence, as they would be if we were in a trial for a 
libel. | 

Mr. Attorney-General. I have not yet ſhewn, mat I wiſhed to 
have any looſe proof, but I am by no means willing to admit the 
propoſition to the extent that you now ſtate it. 

THomas CLio Rickman ſworn—examined by Mr, Bowe. 

9. Did you print one or both of theſe books? 

A. They were printed with my name. 

With your knowledge? 
No, without my knowledge. | 

9. How came they to be printed with your name ?—How 
came you to know that they were printed ſo ? 

A. I never knew it at the time, till I was informed ; I was 
then in the country. 

. At what time did you learn that this book was s printed 
with your name? 

4. [ think it was early in September, 1792. | | 
©. Did you make any application to any body, to hs why 
they were printed with your name? | 

A. 1 did apply to Mr. Johnſon. | 

Be ſo good as to tell me, who were to have the profits of 
| theſe books ? 
A That I never heard but from my *. 
Mr. Thomas Paine lodged at your houſe? 
' Yes. 5 | 
. Did you ever ſee any of the ſheets of theſe works, as the 
publication was going on? | | 

A. No, not as they were going on. 

. Were any proof ſheets brought to you ? 

A. Never, 

Look at them now, and tell us, if they were the books 
you publiſhed ? | 

A. My name was put to them. 

9, Did you ever {ell any of them? 

A. We have, man} 
| 47 Attorney-General, Whoſe 1 writing is that v upon the 
outſide of the book? | 

A. My wife's hand writing. 

Ar, Ershine, Mrs. Rickman admitted that before; 1 asked 
her and ſhe proved it. 

Ar. ung ne Did you look at the matter of that 

e | | book 2 


a 
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weak: : in the courſe of your profeſſion, did you ever know: oy 
other book, entitled An Addreſs to the Addrefſers? 
A. I never read any book under that title but this. : 

. oo you a me nber of the Conſtitutional Society? 

A. I was 
THOMAS CLIo Rickman, eroſs-examined by Mr. Exsx1Ne, 
| You do not mean to ſay that you can take on yourſelf | to 

ſwear that theſe are the two identical books ? 

A. Certainly not. 

9, They may be exactly the ſame printed by others, with 
your name; is there any thing about the paper, or the type, 
by which you can know them; by which you can ſay they are 
the ſame ? | 

A. I know nothing of the paper or type. 1 know nothing 
about printing at all. 

Mr. Attorney-General, Is that the book that you fold at your 
ſhop, as the Addreſs to the Addreſſers, when ſuch a poor wa - 
asked for? Look at the matter of it. 

Mr Erskine. J object to that. 

Lord Preſident. He muſt have knowledge enough + the book | 
to be able to give an anſwer. It is fufficient if he is ſatisfied 
| that thus book contains the identical words that were commonly 
publithed under that title, nothing turns on an original or a 
copy. If you are ſure it is a copy « of the ſame book, it is the 
ſame as if 1t was the original, 

Mr. Attorney-General. Suppoſe the Conſtitutional Society re- 
ferred to Locke's Eſſay upon Human Underſtanding, how is it 
poſſible to indentify that book, without calling the bookſeller to 
prove that that is the book bis uſually ſells for Locke on the 
Human Underſtanding ? 
Lord Chief Fuſtice. Certainly fo, with reference to the evi- 
dence. The contents of a book is very good evidence i in my 
opinion. 

Ar. Attorney- General. Is that a book you would ſell for the 
Addreſs to the Addreſſers ? | 

Curt. Did you ever read it? 

©. Do you know the contents ? 

5 have read the book. 5 
| Then look and ſee by the contents: of the "Eh whether 

you E ule {1 that book as 1 he Addreſs to the Addreſſers ? If 
any body was to. ask for ſuch a book. I will have an anwſer to 
this if I make you read it through. 

A. 1 certainly have read the Addreſs to the Addreſſers. | 

©. Look at the contents. of it, and tell me if the contents 
are not the fame as we Addrel to the Agdreſlers, which you 


have read? 8 . 
5 4. I have 


— 


k I + 
J. I have no doubt about its being the ſame, from the com- 
plexion of the book altogether. _* HS 
2. You have been told three or four times to look at the 
contents. Now look at the contents—looking at it now, have 
you any doubt that that is the Addreſs to the Addreſſers? 
A. I certainly have no doubt. | | 3 
Mr. Ershine. You ſay you have no doubt but it is the ſame? 
Is the reaſon you ſpeak fo from the general appearance of the 
book, or is it from having a perfect recollection of every ſen- 
tence in the bookr _ | 
A. Not every ſentence. „ 1 
D. Can you take upon yourſelf, upon your oath, to ſay, that 
is the very ſame word by word and letter by letter? . 
A. No, I cannot ſay that. 
Ar. Attorney-General, Have you any doubt of it? 
A. No. 7 | 4 
Mr. Attorney-General. (io Mrs. Rickman.) Did not you mark 
them to be ſold in your ſhop as books to fell? : | 
A. They have my name on them. Ds 
On what occaſion were they marked? 
A. I had them in my ſhop as books to ſell; and I marked 


them on giving them to Mr. White. 
Mr. Erskine, There is another conſideration before the book 
is read, I underfland-the Court to be of opinion, and I am not 
diſpoſed to argue it, that this book muſt be taken at preſent to 
be the letter Addreſſęd to the Addreflers on the Proclamation, by 
Thomas Paine. What I wiſh to know is, how it is propoſed to 


make this book evidence in this cafe. | perfectly underſtand - 


why the Rights of Man was taken to be ſo, becauſe of the Cor- 
reſponding Society having come to a reſolution to circulate this 
book. 1 underftand that there is no evidence as yet before the 
Court of any reſolution of either of the ſocieties to circulate 
this book, to recommend it or to read it. EF 

Lord Preſident, Y ou had better hear how they ſtate it. 
Mr. Attorney-General. Your Lordſhip will give me leave to 
obſerve; that Mr, Paine is proved to have publiſhed the firſt part of 
the Rights of Man; the ſecond part of the Rights of Man; the 
Letter to the French Nation, and | believe, a Letter to Mr. Dun- + 
das. I am not certain, as I was out of court yeſterday morning, but 
I underſtand, Mr. Faine is alſo proved to be a member of the 
Conſtitutional Society. Rickman, who ſtands at the bar, and was 
the perſon in whoſe hands it was to be fold, is alſo proved to be a 
member of the Conſtitutional Society. Under theſe circumſtan- 
ces, I ſubmit to your Lordſhip, that Mr. Paine and Mr. Ri-ke 
man, both being members, what the one-writes for publication, 
and the other ſays he gave him for publication, is evidence. 

Lord Preſident. | do net imagine that theſe facts, which are 

1 5 11 1 | > 


* 


it in this trial. A 


and if encouraged ſufficiently, will, no doubt, have the effect 


to make them formidable. The blades are made of ſteel, tem- 
pered and poliſhed after an approved form ; they may be fixed 


ls 


\ bout arming. 


Struck through in wa Orders may be ſent to the 2 
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fo perfely wide of the articular ſubjeR of this ndiimenty can 


bly implicate them, fo as to make what this book aſſerts 
evidence in the cauſe, 


Mr. Attorney-General. If that is your Lordſhip's opinion, I 
will not preſs it further, I ſhall now produce a reſolution for 
printing part of this in the Argus, and read that part of it 
which is printed in the Argus. pe 
Lord Preſident. You may read the whale if you wiſh to prove = 
a refolution for printing or recommending a part of it; that 
alters the caſe widely. 

Mr. Erskine. It may ſhew a knowledge of all, but it will not 
ſhew a publication of all. * 

Lord President. Certainly not. 


Mr Attorney-General, I will not trouble your Lora p with | 


Mr. Gurnell tle in. - 
| 1 : Attorney-General. 1 am now going to give evidence a- 


Hr. Bower, (To Gurnel. Where did you ſeize this rer * 
A. In Mr. Hardy s houſe. | 


(The Clerk reads.) | 
Letter, dated. Sheffield, 24th of April, 1794. Signed, Richard 
Davidſon; and addreſſed Citizen Hardy, No: 95 Piccadilly 
London 
. FELLOW Cirizkxs, Sb Feld, April 24, 1794. 

« The barefaced ariſtocracy of the preſent adminiſtration has 
made it neceſſary, that we ſhould be prepared to act on the 
defenfive againſt any attack they may command their newly 
armed minions to make upon us. A plan has been hit upon, 


of furniſhing a quantity of pikes- to the patriots ; great enough 


into any ſhafts; but fir ones are recommended, of the girth of 
the accompanyiug hoops at the top end, und about an inch 
more at the bottom; the blades and hoops, more than which 
cannot be properly ſent to any great diſtance, will be charged 
one ſhilling. Money to be ſent with the order. As the inſti- 
tution is in its infancy, immediate encouragement is neceſſary. 


the enen Conſtitutional Society. 
(Signed) „ RICHARD Davipson. 


4 To prevent poſt 3 direct to Mr. Robert Moody, 
China-ſquire, Sheteld.* 3 


original. 


Mr. Mtorncy- 


; 1 
. 
5 7 
. 


U. 8 1 To U the a Does there appear any 
thing ſtruck out? 
* Yes; (Orders may be ſent to the ſecretary of the Sheffield | 
Conſtitutional Society) that is ſtruck out. 
| . Then read what follows : | | 
( ads. Jo prevent ſuſpicion, &. as before.” 
Mr. Attorney-General. Now read the Nr that was incloſed. 
. h Did you find this letter in Mr. e O 
pollefiion ? ? 


be, 
| ( The Clerk reads, ) 
A letter hou a date, directed to the ſecretary of the Norwich 
| Patriotic Society, Signed, Richard Davidſon. 

„ FeLLow CITIZENS, | 
Te barefaced ariſtocracy of the preſent adminift:ation has 
made it neceſſary to prepare to act upon the defenſive, in 
caſe of any attack upon the patriots. 

« A plan has been formed for carrying into effect this han. 
fary buſineſs. Pike-blades are made with hoops for the ſhafts 
to fit the top-ends ; the bottom end of the ſhafts ſhould be 
about an, inch thicker, and fir is recommended for the ſhafts, 
ſelected by perſons who are judges of wood, The blades and 
hoops will be fold at the rate of one ſhilling, properly tempered 
and poliſhed. "The money ſent with the orders. | 
' _ (Signed) RICHARD DAviDsoNs 
Direct to 808 Moody, China- {quare, Sheſficld, to pre- 
vent the poſt-maſter s ſuſpicion. ?? 
Jury. Is that ſecond letter addreſſed to the Patriotic _—y 
at Norwich without a date? 
A. It is, and was inc loſed in the former. 
William, Camage. called. SE 
Mr. Attorney General, I call this perſon to prove that there 
was ſuch a perſon as William Daviſon connected with the Con- 
— — ociety of Sheffield, and to prove that theſe letters 
ate his hand-writing. | 
WILLIAM CAMASE Crouns Weblo by Mr. Law: 
©. Was you a member of the Society for e 
Information at Sheffield ? 
A. Yes. 
When did you firſt begin ta be ſuch member ? 
About the latter end of the year 1791. 2 - 
2 Did you ever act as ceretary to that lociety'? | | 
As: X | 
2. For how long? 
A. Perhaps five or ſix mae ; 1 cannot exattly tell the 


time, 
2. * hen 


1 7 


2 When did' you ceaſe to act in that capacity? 3 
. The latter end of April; or the beginning of May, 1 


"2, Did you in that charatier write letters for the ſociety? 
No; I did not, I was to ſign the letters. 
. By whom was the buſineſs of this ſociety managed? 
= By different perſons. | 
2. Did = form a committee, or in what 885 did they 
manage the buſineſs? 
4 Ves, there was a committee. | 
Who were the leading perſons in that committee ? 
Edward Martin was one of the cominittes; John Alcock, 
; e Widdiſon, Matthew Dodwell. _ , 
Mr. Attorney General. I beg your Lordſhip's attention; I 
only have theſe names mentioned to ſee how many among them 
| were of the twelve who were aſſociated with the conſtitutional 
- ſaciety the beginning of May 1792. 
758 Mr. Law. In the converſations among the ſociety, what was 
their profeſſed object when you firſt became a member: ? 
A. A parliamentary reform. 
2: Among the perſons attending theſe mectings, what was 
35 their profeſſed object? 
A. A parliamentary reform. 8 
2. Did they profeſs any other object dab the time you . 
belonged to the ſociety? _ | 
A. That continued to be their object during my SW 
©. Was there any talk about ſuffrage? 
I Not in my ſecretaryſhip. 
. You ceaſed to be ſecretary about April laſt ? 
A. April or May laſt year 1793. > 
Did you continue to be a member of that ſociety | FE 


Ves. | 
'9. What was the profeſſed object of the ſociety en 


to that? 

A, I cannot properly ſpeak to that ; the other ſecretary that 
will be examined can ſpeak more properly than I can. 

©. Do you remember the ſociety at Sheffield chooſing ny, 
perſon as their delegate to the convention in Scotland? | 

A. Yes, Matthew Campbell Brown. 

Do you know whether he went upon that delegation ? 

Z Yes, I believe he did. 

2. Do you know whether Brown was ever taken into 
cuſtody * | 25 5 93 

Lies. 8 
2. Did you go down to him at the time when he was in 


Our” | 1 ä 
| $i 


% 


EE Þ 
A. Na; he was not in cuſtody when I went to him. 


I; Was you * to him while he was in ee, 155 
. | 5 | 


by By whom? 
A. By the ſociety. 
| 2; What was you fat to him for "i 


To carry him a ſupply” of caſh. 5 * 


— 


2. Did you ſo? 
A. Yes, I took him to the amount of 2 from Sheffield, 


and I called at Leeds and took him nearly the ſame ſum from | 


there. 


2 Did you carry money from any other ſocieties? 
A. No. 


Q. Did you know how the money ſo carried was Ca ? 
A. No; I did not. 


7 5 Ls the Fury. Did you go to Scotland. 


Yes. 


20 Did you ſee hjm at Edinburgh ? | a A Ne by 


Yes. 
Mr. Law, How were your own expences defrayed 'S 
A. At the expence of the ſociety, 
Who did you receive the money immediately from ? 
> From the has of Mr. Gales, a printer of Sheffield. 


. Was he a member of the Conſtitutional Society there * : 
Ves; I believe he was. 


3. Do you remember, before you gave up your place as 
ſecretary, any perſon of the name of Vorke or Redheads. who | 


4 7 a member of that ſociety ? 
knew one Henry Yorke, 


2 Di id you ever know him by any other name? E 


85 » you know where Gales the printer is now ? 
I do not know any thing at all of him. 


2. Has he ceaſed to be ſeen at Sheffield ? 
A. Yes; he has, 


9; Vw know a perſon, you ſay, of the name "Gy Yorke > 5 8 


A. Ves. 

8 Ave you known him beige; or ſince, by any other 
name! | 
A. No; never. 


SZ oy attended the meetings of this ſociety? 
en. 


©. Since the time he came as a à member of this loctety, dd 


he frequent the meetings Ney re ularly 2 
<4 No; he * | not, : 


2. Dit 
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2. Did he fake any active part of the proceedings of the Rf 

meetings when he did happen to attend ? 

A. te uſed to exhort ſometimes. _.- | 

2. Do you recollect the ſubject of his e | 

A. No; they were too complicated for me to remember. 

2. Do you ever — — him mention the ſubject | 

of arms? | | | 

A. No; never in be; FOO? | 

S2. What were the means that he recommended to the 

ſociety ? 5 a 

A. A parliamentary b 

HL. How was that to be brought about ? 7 8 

A, By petitioning the parliament, at firſt I heard him, that 

Was his principal exhortation. 7 

©, What was the next meaſure, ſuppoſing the petition re- 
jected? 

- 4. I never heard any ney plan ſroks of 71 bim. 

No ſpecific plan? 
No, no plan at all. 

8 Vou ſaid he did not in public adviſe the uſe of arms ? 

A. No, never in public. 
| Now, | afk vou what you have WN him adviſe on n that 

ſubj ec in private? 

5 Mr. "as neo What a man faid in n private, is that to be ad- 

mitted? | 

Tord Chiz Fuftice. He was a delegate from the Conftitutional 
| Society to the Scotch Convention. 

Mr. Ershine, I do not mean to pteſs it; my idea was, that 
what an agent ſays in private cartnot be produced i in evidence. 
Lord Chief 7. poi He is not an agent, but a party. 

Ar. Law. am enquiring about the time when wk at 
Sheffield, not while he was an agent merely: I aſk you, fir, 
whether in private you war heard N recommendations 
of that ſort? 

4. The ſociety was gd to be diſperſed in their meet 
ings by the people of Sheffleld, by the oppoſite party, and in 
private the people thought it neceſſary they ſhould have arrns for 
their defence, and he approved of it, that they had a right to be 
armed ?- he did not ſee any harm in the buſineſs for their own 
defence. 

F Defence againſt what? 

e 25 any illegal attack from that party that had threat- 


D Who were the people that thought tit Huy to be 
armed? | 
4 The friends of . to protect their meetin 8 


The 


k. 8; 15 
8. The Conſtitutional Society 25 


Ye. | . 
Who did you hear, members of the Confitutiona Soci- 
S ty, ee. this idea* | : 
A. I cannot recollect their names, it was a general idea. 

Gt 7 my Mr. Yorke, you fay, approved. of that idea ? 

es 

Q. Did you ever hear him mention any ketten fort of 
arms, as, di ingotihet from arms in general ? | 

A. No, not at the firſt. f 
2. I am not asking at the firſt; did you never hear * re 
| A Tl any particular ſpecies of arms to be uſed for this pur 
pole 5 
4. He was ſhew the blade of a . pike, which he approved ol. 
25 By whom was he fliewn that? 

By me, and Henry Hill. 
95 Who is Henry Hill? 
A ſhoemaker's knife forger. 

2. By whom was that pike made: 

A. By him [I believe. | 

2; Did be mention any other for of arms? 

No, he did not. | 

Q. Nor infirumencs, . 
5 7 No. 

©, Have you ever had any converſation with him reſpelng 
RUINED 1 | 

A. No, I don't know that ever I had. ; 

O: You aid that Hill and you ſhewed him a pike. Did he 
approve or diſapprove of the form of the pike which you ſhew- 


ed him? 
A. He approved of the form of that we ſhewed bim at that 


time. 
©. Did he ſuggeſt any alteration to be made in the form of it? 
* Not in that. 
What other pike was ſhewn him? 
I believe he had another ſhewn to bim. 
- Was, yau preſent ? 
was mer 
2 * you ever hear him talk of any other pike being bea 
to him | 
+ No, I never hd him talk of it. | | | 
Qi. Had you ever before Yorke came among you, heard any 
„ W 
Mr. Attorney-General. Did he mention any country 1 in which | 
"2 were 2 
"No, never d him W any country. 
* DU ul. i | 4 At . Law. 
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Mt. 7) 3 How 130 after this pike was ſhewn to Mr Wölbe, | 


do. you know of any having been begun to be made at Sheffield 4 


A. No, none before that. 

© Do you know of any conſiderable quantity. having been 
made after that? | 

| A. No; three dozen only chat I ivy made myſelf. 

Q. By whom were thoſe three dozen made ? 

A. By Henry Hill, 

9. Do you know one Widdiſon, of Parkgate, i in Sheffield, a 


turner? 


A, YS.. yy 
Q. Do you know whether he was epteyec d in making anß 


part of theſe pikes ? 


A. J have heard him ſay he was employed in making handles. 
Q. Had you ever wy converſation with Widdifon, in Mr. 


Yorke's preſence ? 


A. No, I have been at Mr. Yorke's lodging, Widdiſon was 
there, but I do not recollect any converſation | 
2: Did you ever ſee a pike handle at Widdiſon's, of the ſame 


form as thoſe you ſhewed to Mr. Yorke ? 


A. Yes, I did ſee one in Widdiſon's poſſeſion. 


2. Of the ſame form as that which you and Hill That "LAM 
to Yorke ? | 
A. Yes, nearly the 83 form. 


Lord Chief Fuftice Do Tu. know how Widdiſon « came "i 
that? | | 


A. No, I do not * | 
Mr. Law. Was it in the day time or night you. went to our. 


| Yorke's 


A. It was in the night? 
. What time of night? 8 
A. Between eight and nine. 


DOD. Did Mr. Yorke take i it i in his hand ? | 2 


- Yes, he did, 


Did he look at it for any length of time? 
No, he did not. 


Do you recollect what obſervations he made on raking it 


ts Na 855 


into * hand? 


A. No particular ener that I recollect, no further than 


he approved of it. | 


D: From the converſation which paſſed between Mr. Worte 


and Hill and you, could you collect whether Mr. Vorke had 


any pikes, ſhewn him beſors of a conſtruction which he did not 


approve? 3 


A. No, not by any e at that time, I underſtood | 
oy Henry | Hill, that he had ſhewn him ſome before. 
| | by New”: 


. 
k 


1 0 


. Now, Sir, will you recollect yourſelf, of what number of 
per r{0';s might that meeting conſiſt, when Mr. Yorke adviſed. 
to get arms? 
4. 1 do not know there was any body tt thers in his lodgings,. 
but himſelf and me at that tine. „ 
Was there at any other time? 
I do not recollect that there was. 
2 Do you recollect any meeting in the month of March, 
179+ in which the providing of arms was talked of? 
A, No, I never heard that there was a meeting of that ſort. 
2 You was not preſent at that meeting ? 
No, I was not. 
. You was preſent at a meeting in March? 
- Not where arms were recommended. | 
9. I am not ſpeaking of a meeting of a ſociety ; ; but was. 
you preſent with Mr. Yorke and others at any time in the month 
of March, :794, when Mr. Yorke and others recommended the 
procuring of arms ? : 
A, No. 
9. Upon the Caſtle-hill do you remember i veing with wig? 
Les. 
2. Did he emen any thing of the kind then : ? 
A. No. 


2. Do you know one Davilſon, who 12 with Gales, the 


printer ? 

po Yes, . 

9. Did you ever ſee hy Hikes when you have been in com- 
pany with him? 

A, No, I never did; I never Thy any in * poſtſſion 

2. Did you in his preſence ? 

A. No, I did not. 455 | 

2. Do you know one Robert Moody? thr ET Fo og 

4. Les. ö 

: Do you remember any meeting in the month of April, 
or any month in the year 1794, when Mr. Yorke recommended 
the providing themſelves with arms? 

A. No, I do not. 

Q: Do you remember any b made by Mr. Yorke upon | 
the Caſtle-hill, Sheffield! REN 

#3 +. . 

©. What did he mad in thar 3 to the perſons af 
ſembled, reſpecting a reform in Parliament? 

. I cannot recollect at preſent to make mention of the 

words he. made vs. of, only reſpecting the reform in Parlia- 


ment. | 
VU a2. 2 Di 


$ 


* 
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| - Did he recommend to them to petition Parliameiit, "WY 
1 they ſhould not? 
. A. - a they ſhould pad and a reſolve was paſſed for that 
5 
1 0 e. Were any other: t means then recommended by, or reſolved 
1 upon, by the ſocieties then aſſembled? | 
5 1 A. No. 
4 2. Did you hear an addreſs to the nation ever r talked of 
N there? 
| | A. ter foracthing of a kind of 2ddrefs to the people, 
_—_— 9. Was that recommended by Mr. Yorke? 1 
|| A. believe it was? 
| . Then he recommended to them not to Petltion Parla- 
ment, that was 1 upon, and be n an addreſs - 
| do the nation? 
A. Yes. 
2. Did Mr. Yorke walk. dates or go home i in = for of 
| triumph? 
| A. "He was conducted beads in a carriage, 
„What do you mean by conducted ? 
1 1 „ 0 e | 
Fw rawn by the peo 
Fi 3 Yes. 4 9 | 
9. Conducted home in rho? 4 
. L Yes. 
ii BELA... * ever bear Mr. Yorke ſay any vans retina 8 
convention? . 
A. No, I never did. 
Never? 
A. Never. 
©. Did you ever hear him ſay 770 ming what would be the 
beſt means of redreſſing grievances ? 
A. No, not that I recollece. 
* Or any thing reſpecting a convention? | 
. I have hoard im Mag rere of the Scotch convention. 
2 On what ground did he profefs himſelf ta diſapprove of 
the Scotch convention ? 
A. He thought it was a very wrong piece of buſineſs for them 
to aſſemble, becauſe the people were much * 
. How unprepared? 
2. I have told you that I cannot recolle& about it. 
FJ In what manner unprepared he did not ſpecify ?\ 
1 8 No, I do not recollect he di. 
Q. Vid he mention any ſteps that they ſhould have taken 
preparatory to their aſſembling in Convention? 
A. I do not recatioct any ms as 


1 . You 


341 J 


"®, You was down at Edinburgh n 
„ 


Did he ſtate any thing the ſhould 5550 * Ware they 1 


declared themſelves, the Britiſh Convention? 

A. He ſaid they had ſplit on a rock; they fhould have firſt 
brought out an addreſs to the people before they: declared them- 
ſelves a convention, or ſomething to that purpoſe. | 


* Mr. Wat General. Did you ever fee that belies; Mr. 
Conan! may him a Lay, 


9. Where did you ſee that Wen 
A. In the poſſeſſion of Richard Davidſon. 

D. At what place? 
A. In my own houſe, in Sheffield. 
Lord Chief Fuſtice. What is that? 

Mi. Attorney-General. That is a letter that we have heard 
on the ſubject of arms, that was ſent to Mr. Hardy. 
O: Lock at that. Did you ever ſee that” before? (« hand 


leiter n him. 


A. No, I do not recollect this laden 30 
2. How long had Davidlon lived at Sheffield! N %% 

A. I cannot rightly tell you. He came to Sheffield fome | 

time about the beginning of” this year, I believe. 
. Where did he come from?” 
From Leeds. I believe he ated as s ſecretary to the ry 
ciety at Leeds, when I was at Edinburgh. + 
Had you any converſation about the place to e the 
WE. to whom the letter was directed was to ſend his anſwer ? 
. 4. Yes, he deſired a letter to be directed to Mr. e 
What did he ſay about Moody ? 
: . He ſaid that the direction in that letter, ſhould come to 
Rabe Moody from London. 

2. There is the name of Bropmhead which, is ſeratched 
out. Had you no talk how it happened? . 
A. We had reaſon to believe Wals letter to thihrrptary 

e ſometimes intercepted. „ WF 


What is Moody? 

Ar” —— ter and joĩner. 

Pho e any thing to do with b * 
es. 


| 9. What is Widdifon ? | 

A. A hair-dreffer and turner.. 1 
Q: What had Moody to do with vikes? 1 
A. He put handles, I believe, to three dozen. 
Q. What length were the handles? 

A. Some were about ſeven footy J believe, 5 
2, What 


UI als en ee ore ads: emes 
ten cas of 4 Ls R 
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What length were the blades? 3 
About ten inches, I think, as near as 1 can a recolleRt; 
vine or ten inches, I am not certain Woh, 11 8 
5 In what ſhape were the blades? _ 
About the ſame ſhape as a bayonet. _ TR * 
5. Do you mean that they were Auted like a bayonet; ET 
A. Yes. e e ies ae 
One f the Jury. And pointed? e ee eee 
A. Ves, in the ſhape of a ba: yonet 
Mr.” Attorney- General. Was 55 tay © of any other ſhape: 8 
A. No, none that were ſhafted. | 
Were there any other blades made that were not ſhafted, | 
| of any other ſhape ? ty 
* There was one made I believe, that was not of that 
A \ | 
9. Was that one that was made before not of the ſhape, 
ever ſhewn to Mr Yorke? | 
A. I believe it was the one that Hill took up and ſhewed to 
Yorke; 1 am not certain. 
> Have you ſeen that 299! Vo 
A. Yes. 2 
D. Then thoſe that were actualy ſhaſted were in the haps 
of 2 bayonet. _ 49 
. | 
2, And the handle was ſeven foot bong. 1 and the blade about 
ten inches? 
£& Kod... - | 1 ä 
©. What wood were the handles made c a 
A. I believe of fir. 
Q. Was there any Fanny reaſons 780 ways the handle 
were made of fir ? ne 
A. Not that I know of, © TD 3 
2. Had Davidſon been long at Sheffield? _ 
A. No, he had not, _ | DE 3 
Do you know where he j is 1 6 is 
A. T do not; I have never heard of him ever ſince 1 was 
aalen 5 | 
©. Had he left Sheffield before that time ? | 
A. Ves, about a fortnight before I was taken 1 up. 
| 2. How long had Gales left it before you were taken * 
| f T Nearly about the ſame time, I believe. 
J 3 VT Did you ever hear of ſuch A Ring as a cat? 
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| Yes. 
if 2. What is the name of it . 
2 A night- cat. | 
V What i is et "np 

A. It 


* 
r — 2 
n „ . ee 
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40 It Rands with four points; ſo that when i it is thrown PAY, 
7 the ground, one point always preſents . | 
| Have you ſeen one? | | 

I faw 9 85 model of one five or fix weeks before 1 was 


5 up. 
EA Had you e ever ſeen ſuch a thing before ? 

A. No. Os FD OR ape 2- 
2. What was the uſe of 1t ? of 


A. I underſtood it was for acting againſt the cavalry, 
How was a night-cat to act againſt cavalry ? 

A. I cannot tell. 
2; You muſt know, how could it hurt a horſe ? 
A. By throwing them in the ſtreet. | 
- 9. What would it do, run into his neck, or what other part 
of it? 

A. Into his foot, I ſuppoſe. | | 

W1ILWAM CAMAGE—croſs examined by Mr. EnsxINE. 

O: You have been asked what was the object of this Wahn 
and you faid it was a en reform? 1 8 

A. Ves. 

Q. Was that your object when you became a member oy” 
that ſociety ? 

A. IF was. 

Q. Vou ſay, you was ſecretary to that ſociety | ?- 

A. e 

9. And you was a member of this ſociety from the year 
1791 to 1794! | | 
RR Yes. 

©. Explain to the gentlemen of the jury + bien you become 
a member of this ſociety, in order to have a parliamentary re- 
form ; what ſort of parliamentary reform was it chat you withed 
for ? | 
4. A more equal repreſentation of the people i in parliament. 
. In what branch of the parliament ? 

In the Houſe of Commons. 


Had you any idea by a parliamentary reform in your own 


mind, when you became a member, or when you continued 
there, to touch the King's majeſty, or the Houle of Lords ? 
A. Never in my life, 


© ask you, in the preſence of God, before- whom you 


muſt anſwer, if you had any idea of deſtroying Fe king? 

A No, God forbid. 

O: Did you ever in the whole canis of the time 7 Was ſecttn 
tary, did you ever obſerve, from any proceedings of the ſociety, 


from What paſſed amongft the ENTS; and what they ſaid and 
what 
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WWW 
e did, bad you any NA to belies tat any of ben 


meant different from your 
4. Never an individual among the whole ſorigty. 


2. Then 1 underſtand you to ſay, upon the oath you have | 
kd, and ſubject to the conſequences here and hereafter, that 
there was no ſuch idea either in your own mind, and * what 
they ſaid, in the mind of the other memhers ? ? | 

A. Never . a 

2. When you faid that the reſolve was nat to petition par- 
liament, did. you mean to petition it at that time, or never to 


petition it ? 
A. I cannot t to that ; there was never any ſpecific plan 


pointed out, by what means redreſs ſhould be obtained. 


Was it ever pointed out that this change in the repre- 
ſentation of the people in the Houſe of Commons was to be 
carried by force of arms and violence? 

A. No, never. * 

2. If you had any idea that the be 45 your ſociety, of 
of other ſocieties, meant, by combining force, to over- rule the 
inclinations of the people at. large and the inclinations: of the 
parliament, would you have continued a member ? 

A. No; I would not. 

2 1 aſk you, under the ſolemnity of the oath. Fou have 
taken, whether you ever ſaw any thing that led you to * 
or believe that was the intention of your ſociety? f 

A. Never. 

2, Did you ever ſee any thing done, or hear any thing ſaid, 
that bt was the intention- of any miſchievous ern Among 

A. No; 1 never had cauſe to ſuſped any one. 

©, If you had had an idea — of force, that che 


8 object you was about might ultimately have baffected the ſafety of 


the Monarch upon the n. would you have continued i in 
rhat ſociety ? ? | 

4. No; I would not. . 

2. Vou ſay you continued ſecretary till the year I 793. Did 
you read with attention all you ſigned, or did e. take it _ | 
truſt that it was what it ought to be? | 

A, I generally read it before I ſigned it. 
| 4 — continued a member after you ceaſed to be ſecretary] Fs 

| e ra 
2 You continued a member till the time you 1 was taken up? 
Yes, I did 

LY. Did you ſee any reaſon before you was taken up to 

change your opinion of the ſentiments of thoſe with whom og 


were aflociated * 2 
| A. No; 


1 30 1 
. No; I did not: 5 


heagy them ſay or do— aſk you to look into your own ſoul, 
and tell me whether you ever did yourſelf, or whether you wave 
reaſon to believe that any Sehen r of en er 0 
intend miſchief ? 

A, No, [ never did. | | 

Tell us when it was that your meetings ; began to. be 

threatened with interruptions: x 

A. About the beginning of April or March, 1794. | 
Do you remember the time when the Convention was to 
be held at Edinburgh? : 

A. Nes. 

2. Was there any thing nel 175 the ſovioty of wich 
you was à member, or did you ever hear any thing faid, or ſee 
any thing done, to the effect that this Convention was to put 


down the King and Sony ring; and on n the Ber; and 


Parliament ? 
A. Never. 


2, Did it ever enter into your conception chat this Con- 


vention was to _ laws, or' take _ it at functions be- 
longing to the ſtate ? 
J. | never underſtood it fo. | | 
Did you conceive it meant any thing more chan to con 


fider of the beſt means to effect a change in the repreſentation 


of the people in the Houſe of Commons? 

A. The idea the Sheffield Society had at that time, was; that 
the Scotch Convention were to petition parliament. | 
2. Was it univerſally faid amongſt your ſociety, that though 

a petition from a ſmaller number of individuals wi | be neglected 


and fruitleſs, was it not the general opinion that; when you had 


9. Had you ever any reffon to Veet Kom what you | ho kms! 


got the ſentiments of à great number of the reſpectable part of 


the people, and then petition as a convention, that the Houſe of 


Commons would attend to as though they would not to a 
ſmaller number ! 
A. Yes, at that time it was: 
. 2. Was that, upon your oath, what a__ collected of the 
general ſentiments of the people? | 
A. Yes it was, according to my ideas. . 
Was you; while you continued a member of the fociety; 
and till the time you was taken ups a friend to the Britiih con- 
ſtitution in its purity? ? 928 5 | 
A. Yes, I was. 


Q. Had you any wiſh to ling into England the deflation 


and the anarchies that are in F rance ? 
A. Never. 
V Had you a wiſh . ſee the King, put down Hot hi- 
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| throne, leaving out his death, ant his royal baren 6 down 
from their ſtate and dignity ? 


A. No, God forbid that I ſhould ever live to ſee it. 
Should you not have thought yourſelf the moſt wicked 
3 e ee of mankind to have remained an haur in that 


ſociety after you diſcovered that to be the wiſh of the ſociety ? ? 


A. Yes, I ſhould. 

2. Did you, from what you ſee, ſuſpect that to be the 
intentions of theſe people behind the curtain? 

Mr. Garrow. I muft object to that; that is matter of obſer- 
vation for the 72 

Ar. Attorney-General. I certainly will not object to jt; at - 


the ſame time, I deſire to be underſtood that I by no means 


think it a queſtion proper to be put unleſs I conſented to it. 
Mr. Erſkine, I am much more diſpoſed to take advantage of 
the permiſſion than to go out of my way on the preſent occaſion, 


in order to make any remarks on the interruption of the learned 


gentleman on the manner in which his eee of 18 
queſtion was conveyed. 

Mr. Erstine. (To witneſs) Have you any reaſon to ſuſpeR, or 
do you now believe, that notwithſtanding the papers that were 
ſigned, carried on the face of them parliamentary reform; had 
you any reaſon to believe, that there was an intention to de- 
{troy the conſtitution of Great- Britain? 

A. 1 never had any ſuch ſuſpicion. 

2, Now you ſay for the firſt time you . to be inter- 
* f in your proceedings in 1794; what was the nature of 
the threats, and what were you afraid of? 

A. We were afraid of the oppoſite party, 

. What do you call the oppoſite party ? 

The people who did not think with us in general. 
y ring was not afraid from the authority of the ſtate ? 
o. 85 

9, But that people who dere from you would perk 


cute you? 


A. ge | E 
VJ he time you were ire in your conſcience, did 
a” dliew that what you was doing every thing that was legal ? 
not know that I was Coreg any thing that Was 
Wo EL 
9. Was that the way in which the continuance of the ſociety 
was argued among you when you were threatened ? | 
A. Yes. 
Let me ask you what ſort of an attack was it you ex- 
pected to be made on you? | 


oth 1 cannot * to that. bh . 
N | D. What oy 


7 
5 
O. What was dab nature of the apprehenſion at the time 
Mr. Yorke propoſed having arms to defend yourſelves ? 

A. The notion that I had was, that the oppoſite party would 
do it by force of arms if they attacked us. 

Had you any intention, or did you hear from Mr. Yorke, 
or any body elſe in the ſociety, that any other uſe was to be 
made of even theſe nine dozen pikes wan to defend yourſelves 
in your peaceable ſitting? | 

A. Nothing at all elſe. | 
2 From any that ever you heard or ſee, do you believe i it 
to have bean in the contemplation of any body, that it was in- 
pee to employ theſe pikes againſt the King and Parliament? 2 
A. No, never. 
Would you have remained an hour in that ſociety if you 
had nad any reaſon to believe that that was their intention? 
A. I would not. | 
. Did you believe that you had a right to arms 18 your de- 
fence under the law of your an 25 | 
i Ys): | 
Under what law of your country ? 
By the bill of rights. | | 
2 Was that the ground upon which this right was argued 
in your ſociety ? i 
A. It was never argued, but we thought we e had a right, from 
the bill, of rights, to defend ourſelves _ any iudividual of 
the ſtate, ho might attack us. | 
UAH. Garrow. Wu told you that? 
A. I heard Mr. Yorke ſay fo. 

Was it ever debated among you, that if vou. were op- 
poſed by the whole authority of the ſtate, you were to raiſe 
arms among the people to N the authority of 408 con- 
vention as a parliament ? | 

A. No, never. | 
9. Was it ever ſuppoſed, or any: TIN oiven, that the laws 
were to be made by theſe twenty or thirty Pea; at. Edin- 
burgh ? 
A. No. 
I What did you confider this convention were to do? 
cannot ſpeak to that purpoſe, 
. Were they to conſider what was the beſt means to go on 
in a peageable, conſtitutional, and legal Mallger, Jen under- 
ſtood it? | 
A. Ves; I underſtood it ſo. 
2. Did you know Mr. Hardy 8 | 
A. No; I never did. 
V Then am I to underſtand mY you, good ſubjects of the © 
XX | King, 7 
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King, and v very much for tae intereſt of the country, really 
thought you was contending for rights that rendered more be- | 


neficial and more ſecure the King' s title:? 


A. Ves, I did. 

Ar. Erſtine. I think the ſame, upon my honour. 

Mr. Garrow, What with pikes ? 

Lord Chief Tuflices, You differ n! in your mode of rea- 


ſoning. 


Mr. Erstine. Do you recollect why that particular ſpecies of 
arms was recommended, or any thing ſaid about it? 
A. I believe it was the e of the article that rec om- 


| mended them, 


A ThenlI underſtand you to ſay, that i in order to get theſe 
pikes, there were only nine dozen, 
A. Three dozen. _ 
Lou ſaw a model of this cat! 3 
AJ. Ves. 
3 7 ok you an inhabitant of Sheffield at that time? 
es. 1 
. Did you ever ſee or know that there was ever one made 
from that model? 
A | never ſaw one. A perſon there (aid he had ſeen theſe 
things many years before at Newcaſtle, 
©. But you never did yourſelf, nor any of your ſociety, to 
your JT hank edge, ever ſee an inſtrument made after this model? 
A. I never ſaw any, nor any of the ſociety, to my k no.’ 
ledge. 
2 Attorney-General. Who told you that the bill * rights 
permitted you to have arms ? 
ä 
Q. You ſay this man ſaid that be had een ſome of hel 
night-cats at Newcaſtle ? 
A: Fes | | | 
V Did he tell you at what time it was that he 15 them ? 
It was during his life-time, ; 
3 Did he ſay at what time in the 80 of the country he 
ſaw chem ? 
J. No, he did not mention the year. 
©. You know what I mean very well, Did he ſay whac was 
goin ins on in the country at the time he ſaw theſe at Newcaſtle ? 
A. 1 think he ſaid ſome time about the American war. 
Q. You ſay you expected oppoſition ftom the other 8 at 
She meld ? 
4 Ves. 
How came you and Davidſon to. ſend to London about 


VV 4K 


. % 


5 A It was Davidſon ſent the letter, He iche las the ſame 
idea of the people at London as at Sheffield. 

"Ber you talk about cavalry, who were the oppoſite party : 
at Sheffield that were to attack you with cavalry? 

A. I never heard of any cavalry in Sheffield. 

Your opinion was about the oppoſite party at Sheffield, 
and Davidſon's about the oppoſite party at London, that was 
what his letter calls ce the bare-faced ariſtocracy of the preſent 

Adminiftration.” What did you underſtand by that? 
A. I only underſtood that he meant the oppoſite party. - 
This Davidſon, that meant as little as you, was not ſo 
bold as you—he ran away a fortnight before you was taken up. 
How came Davidſon to run away? 
A. I cannot give any other r2aſon than that he had heard thats 
were ſome perſons in Sheffield in ſearch of him. 
. You told us the cheapneſs of the article was the reaſon 
why you thought of pikes? 
Ee. | 
2. Will you have the goodneſs to inform me how much were 
they tocoſt? _ | | 
A. Twenty-pence. 
So that thirteen-pence would not pay for dia) ? 
The hoop and the blade would come to that. | 
3. Then if the blade and hoop had come to London at the 
price of one ſhilling, there would be ſome expence to pay, that 
ſomebody elſe muſt provide for? 
A. Yes; there would be the expence of the ſhaft to add to 


it. 


Did you eyer bear of ſuch a place as the Parrot in Green- 
Aru London? « 
A. New | - 
. Had you any converſation with Davidſon about theſe pikes 
after he ſhewed you the letter ? 
A. Not that I can bring to my recollecton what it was. 
WiLLIAM BROOMHEAD ſworn—examined by Mr. GARROwW. 
. You reſide at Sheffield? 
-- Views 
85 Speak out loud, and ſpeak acroſs the Court t to theſe gen- 
tlemen. What are vou by buſinefs? 
A. A cutler. | 
. Was you a member of any ſociety at Sheffield, that had 
the name of the Conſtitutional Society. 0 
1 Wus. 
85 At what time did you become a member of it? | 
A. It was at the firſt inſtitution of the ſociety, I think ; in the 
Jar 1791, 
| —_ | Qi: Was 


rn N 29% * * 1 a 
ee 2 . ; 


you was one of the twelve of the 


Was you one of the twelve of that ociety, wh were 
Ea aſſociated with. the Conftituridnal n of Lon- 


don ? 


That is not the queſtion I put to you; 1 25k e 


| during any period, at any time, you became a member, an aſſo- 
_ ciated member of a ſociety in London, called the Conſtitutional 


Society ? 
A. U never was a member of that Conſtitutional Society i in 


London. 


D. I did not MY you FOO zu was or not, but whether 
c 


aſſociated with the Conſtitutional Society in London 5 


ociety at Sheffield, who were 


Al. I was Bec then a member of any committee, nor did not 
act in any public character. | | 


A. We were above twelve when that was wrote ta us; and | 


therefore, I do not underſtand you. 
Q: Your ſociety at Sheffield were more numerous than 


= twelve! ? 


N A © SOS 5 80 


2. At which period i Conflitutional Society in . 
was written to you by your Society ? 


>. Fes» 


any.names to be aſſociated to the ſociety in London ? 
A. I never heard any names ſpoken of for that purpoſe. 
© Did you know whether that you or any other perſons 


were received as aſſociated members of the Conſtitutional So- 


cicty in London ? 
A. I do not recollect any ſuch thing. I do not know of any 


fuch members. 


©. Did 1 anderfland- ou, that you did recollect ſuch a pro- | 


polition from your ſociety. ? 
A. Letters were wrote from one ſociety to the other. 
©. Propoſing ſuch a meaſure ? 


2. Did your ſociety when you wrote to the other, propoſe - 


A. That they acted in conjunction 3 I always underſtood it 


Io. 


8 Did I underſtand you right, that one of the modes by 
which that acting in conjunction was to be brought about, was, 


that twelve of your number ſhould be aſſociated to the London 


Conſtitutional Society for the purpoſe of conjunctive acts? 
A. I do not know that ever ſuch a ſubject was ſettled; 1 


know nothing of the further junction of the W but what 


paſſed by letter, no particulars. 

7 Did you ever act as ſecretary to that ſociety in Seffield ? - 
Yes, about five. months. | | 

ue laſt five months before you was apprehended f 


V > 


A, Yes, / 


[ 35 ] ; 15 
ts Yes. 

D.: When was you 8 7 | 

A. I think it was in May laſt. | | 

2. Now Sir, will you be fo good as to tell us ae what pur- | 
pal your Conſtitutional Society were aſſembled, and what the | 
profeſſed object of their aſſembling was? | | 

A. The object was a parliamentary reform. 

"= By what means was that reform to be effected ? 

By* meeting and endeavouring to enlighten each other, 
and foread that knowledge both of the grievances which we 
conſidered as ſuch, or which is frequently wrote of, and in- 
forming the people of the neceſſity of a parliamentary reform, 
that they might unite and move for it in the moſt unexception- 
able mode. 

O. Was there any peculiar mode by which the election ſor 
the members of the Houſe of Commons was to be Aected ac 
cording to your propoſition as to the right of voting? 

A. That ſubject was never diſcuſſed to my knowledge. 

. Are you acquainted with the TR univerſal ſuf= 
65 e? 

: expect I am, | | 
QD. I have no doubt of it. Was it or was it not, the ſcheme 
of the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield, that the reform was 
to be produced by univerſal ſuffrage ? | 
A. It never was, as far as my recollection, till the Edin- 
burgh Convention, I never heard of univerſal ſuffrage until that 

time. 

2. Was the e of the Edinburgh Convention 
known to the Conſtitutional Society at Sheffield? | 

A. They ſent a delegate to the Conventions and therefore 
they certainly muſt know it. 

55 Who was their delegate ? | e 

A Matthew Campbell Brown; but I was not ſeeretary at 
that time; they called upon me to take the ſecretaryſhip juſt 
after he was gone to Edinburgh. 

5 Do you know a perſon of the name of Henry Yorke ? 
know a perſon who goes by that name. 
Perhaps by another name? 

1 I have heard him go by another name, Henry Readbead. 

2. Did Yorke, or Readhead, whatever be his _— reſide 
- at any time in Sheffield. 

A. Several times he has been in Sheffield. 

„ Did he reſide there any time this laſt time ? f 

A. The laſt time, I do not exactly know how long, it might 

be ſix weeks, or it might be ſeven or eight. Sh 


J 
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Do you know a peo of the name of Gales a a print 
at Sheffield? — 8 
A. Ves, very well. 
. Mr. Yorke was not a ſetled inhabitant of Sheffield ; ? 
No. 
Did he attend the este of the Conltitucional Sos 
ciety at Sheffield? 

A. He frequently attended, almoſt every weekly meeting du- 

ring his laſt viſit to Sheffield. 

| As he was not a ſettled inhabitant of Sheffield, in what 
character did Mr. Yorke attend regularly the weekly meetings 
of the ſociety. | 

A. They conſidered him as a man of conſiderable abilities 
and an orator, paid great reſpect to him; and he uſed to attend 
conftantly once a week at the meeting called the committee; 
| butit was not properly a committee; for the time of the expira- 
tion of the committee was elapfed before, and another was not 
choſe; and ſuch perſons, whether they had been in the com- 
mittee before or not, were admitted on account of Mr. Yorke 
being at Sheffield. 

9. I ask you in what character he came there 

A. I am totally unacquainted with it, for he did not * bring 
any letter to us: I have heard ſay 

2. Did you ever hear himſelf ſay? -* 

A. No. 

2. But being there, you N that he had great talents; 
and was an orator ? 3 

A. Les. 3 | 

D. Did he take any part in the diſcuſiions of the ſociety or 
in the management of it? 

A. Yes, he wrote ſeveral pamphlets white he'was at Shef- 
field, and ſeveral times brought ſome part, if not the whole of 
his pamphlets i in manuſcripts to thoſe meetings to be read. 

2. Do you ſpeak now of the _— e that were 
| 1 called commitrees ? 5 


2. Wbere were thoſe held? ? 
At my houfe, 
* In a large commodious room there, probably ? 
It was a ſmall room when the meeting met. But there 
was a large room when there were more perſons preſent. 
. How often was that large room uſed ? | 
"Some two, three or four times; I do not recolle& how 
many. ä 
* During his laſt viſit? _ : ** 
8 : | „ 
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a meeting ? 


— 


1 353 1 


. that room was there any particular ee : 
for the more commodious exerciſe of the talents and oratory of 


Mr. Yorke ? 
A. Yes, ſome little thing erected for to elevate the ſpeaker. 
Q. What did they call it? 
A. I do not know any particular name for it: ſome called' it 
a pulpit and ſome a tribune ; but it never Was chriſtened. 


2. And from this eibung Mr. Yorke addreſſed the ſociety * „ 


A Yes. | (248 
. Beſides this meeting, projets called a committee, and 
the” meeting where the tribune was, do you recollect any gene- 
ral meeting upon the Caſtle-Hill, Sheffield? | | 
A. Very well. 
V Wis it the ſeventh of April? 
I do not juſtly recollect; "Hut I was there. 


. Sy Mr. Yorke there? 


2 Ds he there exerciſe himſelf i in addrefling the people: ? 
Yes, 

9. In what ſort of manner and language! ? 

A. He had with him a book in his hand, wrote by Mr. Locke, 


and heexpatiated very largely on the corruptions that had crept 


into the Britiſh conſtitution, or rather the evils which are ge- 
nerally complained of; he thought there was a deviation in ſome 
degree from the original conſtitution of Great Britain; but his 
manner of ſpeaking may ſometimes lead him to go farther in 


| ſpeaking than he ought. 


That does happen to thoſe that are great orators very 
often, —On that occaſion did this unfortunate fatality attend 
him, that he went farther than he ought; did it appear that 
this addreſs of his, and Locke's book for his text, was more 


violent and went farther than he ought? 


A. He is peculiarly energetic, and at the ſame time very 
warm, very ſtrong; but at this meeting I do not know that he 


faid any thing that was detrimental to the eee law of 


En land. 
It was ſettled that you was to do ſomething at that 


A. It was. 
D. Settled by whom? : PE Eb 

By Mr. Yorke and Mr. Gale a at a previous meeting 
Z To do what? 


| That I ſhould make a motion at that meeting for petition- f 
ing the Houſe of Commons for a Reform in the Repreſentation of 


the Feople. 
Y y 5 2, Fox 


e — 
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Q. For what purpoſe was you to make that motion as it was x 


: bettſed! J „ 


A. That it might be over- n 
Was it ſettled by the committee Weben that the mo- 
tion thould be made, and that it ſhould be over-ruled ? 


A. Ves; it was fo agreed upon, and further for the purypis 3 


of introducing another motion in its place. 
* Pray, Sir, did you make the motion as it was agreed ? ? 
I did, for petitioning the Houſe of Commons. 
5 2 What was done upon your making that motion ? 
It was objected to with a view of making . for e. 


1 which was brought in and carried. 


Who was the objector ? | 
4 There were only four of us that were elevated above the 
re 
Then ters was an dlevation on Caftle-hill ? 
Ves; one of theſe matters was carried there from our 
room. | | 
. This tribune * 2 
Ves. 
Who were the other three with you ? 
Mr. Yorke, Mr. Gale, and Mr. 88 
2 Then either Mr. be Mr. Gale, or Mr. Camage 
oppoſed your motion? | 
A. Yes. 
2. What number of perſons might be aſſembled at aun 
meeting! ? | | 
A. Several thouſands. | | 
T _ was a meeting in the open ae? 
es. 
©. Then one of theſe perſons oppoſed your motion, as it had 
bers agreed, for introducing the other 1 ? | 
A. Ves. | 
x W hat was that ae motion? 8 
Inſtead of petitioning the Houſe of Commons, to petition 
his Majeſty, and the e was drawn up; the JE 
lay at my houſe. N 
ET Drawn up by who? 
3 Redhead. 
Was it drawn up before or after the meeting? | 
7 It might be drawn up before, and read there; ; . think it 


was, but it was not ſigned till after. 


2 . was left at your houſe for ſignatures ? 
A. Les. | 
2. Upon this occaſion did Mr. Yorke addreſs hag 
which you ſay was compoſed of ſome thouſands ? 


> fc e; 
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A. Yes; he Introduced the ſubject of petitioning the King. to 
Exerciſe his power for a Reform in the Repreſentation. of the 


People; and this petition was ſent to London to Ear! Stanhope; 


and he did not think proper to preſent it in that form. 
Do you remember, a day or two after the meeting upon 


Caftle-hill; being in company with Mr. Gale and Mr. Yorke at 


your houſe, when ay application was made to him on the ſub- 
ect of printing the ſpeech he had delivered upon Caftle-hill ? 
A. I remember Eg of that ſort being ſaid to him at 
my houſe.” | 
3 Did he agree to print his ſpeech ? | | 
To the beſt of my recollection he did agree to it. 
Was it done? 
Ves, to the beſt of my recollection. 
2 Did you ſee it afterwards | 5 
Ves. | 
. Printed ? 
. 


2; From vid heard it upon 428 Caftle-hill, could you form 


an opinion whether the printed « one is a pretty accurate ſtats⸗- 
ment? 
A. The ſabſiance of the matter I expect it contains. 


Was that publiſhed at Sheffield? / 

Ves. | 
2 Do you believe this to be one of thoſe publications? 

I do. 


. Did you receive red in your character of e « 
* * 5 


from Mr. Yorke, any number of this pamphlet for any pur- 


pole ? 
rom at Mr. Gale's ſhop. - 


Did you do any thing with them b the direction of Mr. 
F * 2 * 


Volke! 5 

A. It was by direction of the meeting, previous to their be- 
ing communicated to different perſons. 6 

; Do you mean the public meeting ? 

A. The private meeting. | 
Q. en you in conſequence thereof make up any packets? p 
A. Yes 
Q. Look at theſe packets, | 
A. Theſe are directed by me according to order. 


2. How many might you direct in that manner in ſeveral” 


packets ? 
A. I do not recolle& exactly, | 

. About how many? 2 5 e 
There might be twenty-four. — 


V 55 I, 2. What 


4. I did not receive them from Mr. 2 but I eeuived: 
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- What were dons with them? 
AT hey were lapped up, and directed to para perſon 
and then all put in a box. 
To whom were they ſent | : 


. To the beſt of my recollection, they were ſent to T1 homas 
Hardy. 


. I would ask you firſt, what your ſituation in life was Be 
fore you was applied to, to become the ſecretary of this 1 
A. I was a cutler, | 
55 Was you working at your buſineſs ? 
Yes, when I had any buſineſs to work at. I 
V, Was you W to, to become the ſecretary, or dd you | 


u N 
[ was applied to. 
. Who applied to you ? 
A. John Allcock was one. 
V . you paid any thing for your trouble? 
A. Ves 
L. What was e inducement for taking that office upon | 


4. I ſhould not have taken it upon me if 1 had not been 5 


plüied to. 


= What induced you? | 
The war had ſpoiled my ballvels, 
9. You did it to increaſe your means of ſupport 7 ? 
dee. 
Q. Did you bear any thing about procuring arms at Shef- 


field? 
4. 1 heard the report, as many others did, but I purpoſely 


_ . avoided meddling in thought or act with any thing of that ſort. 


A Did you hear in the ſociety, or from any of the members 
in the ſociety, any propoſition for arms: 5 

A. Yes, I did; but it is neceſlary that this ſhould be well ex- 
plained. A few days before this meeting, when it was ſpoke to as 


being the right of e to have in their power means of 


defence, a ſpurious hand- bill was publiſhed in Sheffield, with an in- 
tention to provoke the ſociety to ſome unjuſtihable meaſure; it 
was ſpoke to in the meeting, as having a fight to have them in 


their own defence; and Joſeph Gale ſpoke to, it; he was the 


5 ! a [ am err to teak of Kai for I ſhould be happy to 


man ; and this bill, this wicked hand-bill, was not ſigned by any 
magiſtrate, and it was throw'd about the town in. the dark, It 
cauſed agitation in the minds of the people, and it was ſpoke of 
as being the right of every individual there to have ſuch and ſuch 
arms according to their rights, leſt any riot or tumult ſhould break 


fee 
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4 week after. 


Was that hand. bill diſtributed previous to the meeting 


upon the Caftle-hill ? 
A. Tothe beſt of my knowledge i it was after that meeting. 
2. Was this ſubject of en arms publicly diſcuſſed, or 
at the private meeting? 
Alt was in the public meeting of the ſociety that Gale 
| ſpoke of our rights, in our large room. 
Was it a public W of the ſociety ; ; were there 
frangers there? 
A. Ves, many others who were not members in the room. 
Tickets were not regularly delivered at that time I believe. _ 
. You members introduce viſitors ? 
IO | 8 
2 Did you ſee any arms, or any model of any ? | 


I never ſaw one. 


fe that advertiſement which was publiſhed in the Sheffield paper 


9. What ſort of arms were they that were talked of as fit to 


be Va for the purpoſe you were ſtating? 
A. Pikes, but I never ſaw any till I was brought to London. 
Q.: I do not know whether you have heard any —_ of 
night-cats f 


A. 1 few a model of one, pgs it was only like a child's phy- | 


4 
ng. We will juſt get an account in what manner children 
play with it at Sheffield. What ſort of a thing was it? 
A. It was alittle thing, Banding” on three pony” and one 
point ſtanding up. | 
. How many points were there to it ? 
4. I think there were four. | 
. If you throw it down it always . a point! ? 
. 5 
And how long was that point? 


About three quarters of an inch, juſt to ew what fort of 


a thing it was. | 

Q: Was there any other purpoſe for which theſe inſtruments 
were to be made, except as a play- thing for children ? 

A. I never heard of them in tne ſociety at all. 

* Where did you ſee that model? | 

To the beſt of my recollection, in the houſe of one Benja- 

min Dan. | 
Was he a member of the ſociety ? 
Ves, but it was not he that produced it. 
. Who did produce it? 
” I think they call him Charles Rhodes, 
2 Had you ever ſeen ſuch a thing before? 
. „„ 1 A. I never 
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ſerious ſaid on it. 


» then i it was called a cat. 


Newcaſtle was not mentioned. 


which the model was produced, and there = a talk of the 
town of Newcaſtle ?. | 


never heard any thing except deſultory, looſe, trifling, pleaſing 
converſation. 


33 it on the floor. 


rat). 


4. 1 never did. 
BY. 7 You , ar? abe its uſe, for which it was nä 
A. I do not recollect any converſation on that head, only Bat | 
it was taken and thrown on the floor. 
Was that act of throwing it down on the floor, accom- 
panied by no deſcription of the uſe of it, except as a play-thing ? 
A. There might, but it was not ſerious; There 1 was nothing 


V Serious or not, what was is Gaid on it ? 
Nothing was ſaid, but he brought it to new them. | 
What was ſaid, ſerious or not ſerious, as to the uſe ? 
I cannot call to mind, only that he took it out of his 
pocket, and ſaid, that he had come to ſhew them this that a 
little hoy had made. | 
bot Was it called by any name; 
I heard no name of it there till I came to London and 


What did you hear it called in addition to that name ? 

7 I heard no name at all there whatever: | 

2 Was there any converſation at that time, when it was 

thrown upon the floor, about cavalry ? | 
A. I do not recollect any converſation at all; they might fays 

Jook at the model. 

&. Was there no conrevlation! 1 You told me juſt now, that 

the converſation was not ſerious about it. Upon your oath, 

was there nothing ſaid about cavalry or the town of . ? 
A. I know nothing about the converſation. of N eweaſtle; ” 


2, Upon you oath, was you not preſent at a nonrrerlation in 


A. Upon my oath, I never was. 

Q. Nor you never heard of any converſation with reſpeR to 
cavalry ? 

A. No, I do not recollect any ene br its uſe; 4 


O.: The more deſultory, looſe, trifling, pleaſing converſation 
it was the better; Jet us have WE © 
A. I am ſure 1 annot recollect it, elſe I would. 
bo Try, do not hurry yourſelt ? | 
A. I do not recollect, except taking it out of his pocktet and 


No, no debate at all, and the converſation you do not 
recollect ? - 

A. No, there was none at all; 3 It was 88 principally to 

| the 
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hs company as ling the production of a ay ot” child; 1 5 


remember it perfectly well. 


D. It was a thing you had never feen any thing like it 


before? 
A. No, I do not recolle& that ever I had. | 

D. And you contented yourſelf with ſeeing it thrown down 
ee floor, without asking any queſtions 2 the uſe 
of it? - 

A. I had nothing at all to do with that, _ 

Q.: Now, fir, you told me that at that meeting at the Caſlle- 
hill, Mr. Yorke, though generally warm and energetic, diſ- 
poſed to ſay ſtrong things, did not ſay any thing detrimental to 


the conſtitutional law of England. Were you preſent at any 


other meetings, when his ſpeeches were not akogether con- 
ſtitutional? 


A. I have been araſont at other meetings where he has not. | 
been ſo guarded as at that meeting. 


2, Perhaps when he has not been ſo well guarded, 1 it was at 

the meeting of the ſociety only? | 

A. Yes, a 

2. Be fo good to tell us a little the n of his diſcourſe 
when he gave himſelf a looſe manner, and followed the impulſe 

of his nature? 


A. If I had noted them down, I e have been able to 


repeat them. 

Q: I do not expect that you ſhould give them in his manner, 

or preciſe words, but the ſubſtance ? | 

As. I do not recollect at preſent ; I may have heard him when 

converſing in this meeting; ſometimes he was very warm to 
be ſure, and ſometimes might drop an unguarded expreſſion ; - 

ſometimes ſuch as comparing what he looked upon 'to be the 

grievances under which we labour, and the privileges that we 


once enjoyed; he might ſtep out of the way; I heard him once 


uſe an expreſſion, but for my own part I would not chuſe to 
put a comment on it; he expreſſed himſelf to this purpoſe, that 


we were in a low deſpicable ſituation, and rather than ſubmit to 


it, he would go up to London with m people there preſent, 
but did not fay for what. 

2. How many of you might there be then preſent, who 
were to come up with Mr. Vorke to London, rather than 
ſubmit to live in ſo deſpicable a ſituation? _ © 
A. There might be one hundred and fifty or two hundred, | 
4 Was this at one of the meetings of the e e 285 

Ves, with ſome others. 


4 be At one of the general meetings ? = . 3 : 
Jury. 
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Ly Go to TY We and what then? 


A. He did not draw any inference. 1 t} FR 
Ar. Garrow.: Was that after you had heard any thing upon | 


| the ſubject of a arming ? ; 


A. I think it was before that; to the beſt of my A it 


was before that, I am not perfectly clear of that. oe 


Was that delivered from the tribune ? | | 
Jes, delivered from the place that was called fo; 'fome- 


5 times it is called a pulpit. 


D. It was from that orator” 8 clevation that this ſpeech was 


| 1 ? 


A. Yes. | 
2. Then, perhaps, "PIPE trams that to your reclldtion 


vou may poſſibly recollect ſomething elſe 


A. No, I never remember any other + gave me any pain; ; 
1 ſhould not recollect that, but I felt pain at the time. 
D. What was it that made you feel any pain at that decla- 
ration of Mr. Yorke's ? | | 
A. Becauſe I fear God and honour the King. | 
And therefore you felt pain at that declaration of Mr. Yorke? 
A. Ves. 
Either at that or any other meeting do recolleR an 
other expreſſions of Mr. Yorke? * 1 
A. No, I do not remember "ny expreſſi ions that ſo ruck me 
as that. | 
DN. do not know e you have ſeen this paper . 
(De proceedings of the faſt day at Sheffi reld Joewn vom} 2 25 
2. Did you ever ſec that before? 
A I never ſee but one from which this was taken, pgs. | 
Ar. Attorney- General. Look at the n there. 
A. Ves. | 
W. Garrow. Have you ſeen a > pamphlet of which that ap- 


pears to be a copy? 


A. Yes. | 
Q. Be ſo good as to look at this: (aber paper fewn bin) 


| have you ſeen that before? 


re., 
Do you remember the circumſtance of a proclamation for 


535 af general faſt- day to be held in January 1794, in London 7 


A. Les. 
. Tell us in what manner the faſt was obſerved upon the 


; Caſſſe- Hill, at Sheffield ? 


A. It was not at the Caſtle-Hill, it was another place, at the 
top of the town ; I 7 the name = 1 —_— 

2. Was you chere! Eu ; 

A. J was, 5 
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1 Was tat inthe open at . . SY 


HA. Yes. 
How many perſons might be aſſembled for the rarer of 


obſcreing that faſt? 


Court, How is that eviderite } 


ar. Attorney-General. In der ther that may bo EY 
oye Lordſhips will recolle& that there has already been read 


rom the Conſtitutional Society's book, a reſolution, thanking 
the people of Sheffield for the manner in which they had Tent 


the faſt day. 


Ar. Garrow, With the addition that this printed paper was 
found in the priſoner's poſſeſſion. 


9. (To witneſs) How an to ou think there were 


aſſembled? 


A. There might be a thouſand or two. 


1 Be ſo good as to tell us the manner in which you, roger 


with that affembly, of a thouſand or two of the * 


Sheffield, celebrated that faſt day? 


A. With the hymn that is there printed. 


2 order to ſhorten it, J will put it thus: Ts the manner 


in which it is repreſented. in this printed paper, correct? 


4. To the beſt of my knowledge it is. 
Ar. Garrow.: ( 7 5 « A Royal Proclamation having beek 


| iſſued, commanding February 8, 1794, to be obſerved as a 
General Faſt, the friends of Peace and Reform in Sheffield deter- 


mined to honour the day in the moſt diſtiriguiſhed manner, 


Accordingly, the thouſands of that town aſſembled upon a ſpa- 


cious plain, near Weſt-ſtreet, Back- fields, where the meeting 


was opened with prayer; after which a ſerious lecture, ſuitable 


to the occaſion, was read with great energy.” 
Mr. Gibbs. Take the legal courſe in introducing the paper. 


Ar. Garroto. There are ſeveral legal courſes. —If you ap- 


prove of it better, I will authenticate the paper. 
25 Gibbs. The legal courſe is the beſt. 
What might the number of your ſociety amount to at 
She meld; | | 
A, Nearly ſix hundred, more or leſs. 
©. Are jou divided into diviſions or ſections ? 
A. Such a mode has been advifed, but has not been regular- 


I y and orderly kept. 


Q: By whom had that mode been adviſed ? 
A. I cannot recollect, becauſe ĩt was adviſed before I was ſe- 


| Cretary. 8 
9. Do you ears chat ſix hundred were the full amount of 


the members of the ſociety at its greateſt extent of your hs _ 


n they amount to two thouſand ! © 
| 2 2 . 
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E 1 
A. No, no ſuch thing.—I wrote the tickets. 
Lou think about tix hundred was the number. 


Wes. 1 
9. You ſay the Jiftribution. into diviſions: or feBiors Was: 


not 1 executed; what was done towards it? 
here were a kind of books delivered, called diſtrict- | 


books, but the o were not regularly attended to. 
1 


Lord Chief Fuſtice. Where did thoſe books iſſue from ? 
A. They were printed by Joſeph Gale. | 
5 By whoſe directions? | 
They were printed before 1 became 4 eber; ; before 
I joined the ſociety. 
I They were the ſocieties books, printed by Mr, Gale ? 
Yes. | 
To whom were they diſtributed, to what manner of per- 
ſons, and for wha purpofe ? 
A. For the members of the ſocieties to divide into diſtricts, 
er you may call it ſections. 
It was not regularly effected; what was the mode in 
which theſe diſtricts were to aſſemble themſelves ? | 
A. They were to meet, if they thought proper, but princi- 


pally to collect a penny.per week from each member, 


+ That was the contribution towards the tund of the et 
8 

Were there any regular periods at which the different ſec- 

tions were to com municate in one general aſſembly, or was that 


left to emergency? 


A. Such a thing was wentidued but never executed. 
What was mentioned but not executed? 
4. 'The diſtrict meetings ; but they were not properly at- 
tended to. 
Mr. Lauzun called in again. 
Look at this paper, (a pamphlet entitled Faft- Day as 


obſerved at Sheffield) where did you find chat? 20 


A. At Mr. Hardy's houſe. 
. Look at this (4 Serious Lecture.) 
Z. 1 found that at Mr. Hardy's. 
2. (To Broombead | After hi Serious Lege was read, there 


| F a hymn prepared 


CS. 
4 Who compoſed it ? 
A. It was compoſed by one Montgomery. 
V It is ſtated to be lung! in full chorus dy the aſſembly. 
It was ſung, 
8 By whom were theſe two . printed and publifn- 
ed—by whoſe order? 
A. 1 believe 


t- 


a 


i 


A. 1 valley they were printed by Joſeph Gale, 
©, But by whoſe order—at whoſe expence ? 
4. They were ſold. 

. Who ordered them to-be printed 2 
l believe it was a private matter. 


But there is an expence incurs, you know, before the 
_ tale of printing and publiſhing ? 


A. He was not paid till after it was done. 
Who furniſhed the copy to Gale ? 


» ＋ don't know for certain. 


O. Who read the lecture? 
A. A gentleman from Halifax. 


2, Do you know of any proceedings of 1 ſociety, or come 
mittee, or of Yorke, reſpectiog the Frinting and publiſhing | 


theſe two pamphlets ? 
A. I do not. | 
Q: Do you know whether . were ann aiftributed in 


the town of Sheffield ? 


A. They were ſold, f 88 


. Do you or not, from your own knowledge, know whe- | 
ther the ſale was extenſive ? 


A. I think not very. _ . . 
2 * is a prayer; who compoſed that? 
A. I did. | 
Q: You compoſed iteyourſelf ? 
A. Yes. 
S Who was it delivered by ? 
By myſelf. 
2 Pn notes or extempore 2 
7 It was extempore. 
Lou had written it and committed it to memory, pers 
Th Yes. 1 | 
* What became of your 2 | 
I do not know, there was no account taken of it; ;.it was 
adivercd to Gale, to be printed. 
' ©. At whoſe direction? | 
A. I do not know, it was a private meeting of ſeveral 


members of the ſociety that that was ſpoken of. 


Be ſo good as tell me if you know theſe names; ; John 
Parts Newhill? 
A. have heard the name, but I 40 not know the perſons, 
Was he member: | 
T1 e „ 
9. Joleph Gale? EL 
7 Ten I know Joſeph Gale. 
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2. He was a member? 6 oo bY 
bes, | e 
5 8 Do * know Joſeph Smith? = 


; I Dor you know. David Martin ? . 
Net: 
Mr. Garrow, It is not world while going chiough! ts names, 


it is a ſufficient evidence that they were ſent up to the Conſti- 


tutional Society, to be affiliated with them, which is proof they | 


were members. 
( (Read by the Clerk of the Cuurt) 

e Proceedings of the public meeting held at Sheffield in the 
open air, ad of April, 1794, and alſo an Addreſs to the Britiſh 
nation, being an expoſition of the motives which had determin- 
ed the people of Sheffield to petition the Houſe of Commons 
30 more on the ſubje& of Parliamentary Reform. 

( (Page 9.) © Fellow Citizens, the day is at length arrived, 
_ fanaticiſm and ſuperſtition, deprived of their tinſel trap- | 
s,. and expoſed in their native uglineſs, to the view of man- 
ind, ſlink ſcowling back to the caye of obſcurity, there [ hope 


| hes will for ever remain.” 


Mr. Erstine. Let the whole of it be read, 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE PUBLIC MEETING. 
& In purſuance of a public advertiſement, a General Meet- 


ing of the Friends of Juſtice, Liberty and Humanity, was held, 


Caſtle-hill, in Sheffield, to conſider upon the propriety 
drefling the King, in behalf of the perſecuted patriots, Citi- 
Zens Muir, Palmer, Skirving, Margarot and Gerald; alſo of again 


at three o'cleck on Monday the 7th of April, 1794, . 


petitioning the Houſe of Commons for a Reform in the Repre- 


ſentation of the People, and to determine upon the propriety of 
petitioning the King, for the total and RIO Abolition of 


Negro Slavery. 


0 * Notwithitanding the inclemency of ah radther, (very ſe- 


vere rains having fallen until within a quarter of an hour of the 
appointed time of meeting, ) from ten to twelve thouſand people 
were aſſembled on the occaſion: | | 


« Henry Yorke having been voted to the Chair, 


5 The buſineſs was opened by reading the following Addreſs to 


the Ring, in behalf of the ſuffering Patriots. 
„ N OTK KING; .. 
« An Addreſs from Inhabitants of "the Town and lu 
. Sheffield, in the Gnoley of York. 
FES, | 
« WE, the underſigned, being 1 warm friends of Liberty, and 
tne Rights of Mag, feel ourſelves tag. affected by the ſen- 


fences 


. 


; 7 thels ſevere and cruel arm ap their execution, SD 
* Theſe * 
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tences which have lately been paſſed in 5 Majeſty⸗ s Court 
of Scotland, upon citizens Muir, Palmer, eee Margarot 
and Gerald. | 


„Had theſe men been really guilty of crimes, their puniſh- 


ment ſhould doubtleſs have been proportionate to their offences; 
but, ſo far from conſidering it as a crime for a man to uſe every 
conſtitutional means in his power to effect a Reform in the Com- 


mons Houſe of Parliament, we think that every man who thus 


exerts himſelf, deſerves well of his country ; ſince we are per- 
ſuaded that nothing ſhort of the accompliſhment of ſuch a Re- 
form, will reſtore peace and happineſs to our preſent aggrieved 
and injured nation. 


We truſted allo, that your Majeſty ecterealaed the ſame 


| opinion with us of ſuch exalted conduct, from your Majeſty's | 
aving choſen for your moſt confidential fervants in the ſtate, men 
| who had ſingularly diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their patriotic 


exertiqns in the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform. 
« But the friends of theſe ſufferers having brought their czſc 


before Parliament, without producing the deſired effect the prin= 


cipal of theſe very ſervants of your Majeſty having oppoſed the 


meaſure with all his corrupt, but irreſiſtable influence ſeeing no 
other reſource, we approach your Majeſty i in this Addreſs, to in- 
treat your Majeſty to interfere in behalf of theſe (whom we 


deem) innocent men, with that power which the Britiſh con- 


ſtitution has placed in your Majeſty, of pardoning whom your 
Majeſty pleaſes—a privilege which is ſometimes graciouſly ex- 


tended even to real and palpable criminals. 

« Let it not be recorded in the hiſtory of this country, that 
King George III. or any of his judges, : tranſported men for 
fourteen years, becauſe they had dared to ſpeak the ſame words 


upon a ſpeculative ſubject, which, if they were not the imme- 
diate means of advancing his Majeſty” s then prime miniſter to 
his high ſituation, cauſed his election to be remarkably popular. 
Let it not be ſaid, that men of education, of refined ſentiments, 


of the moſt virtuous and benevolent characters, were ſevered 


from their deareſt connections, and plunged into dungeons with 


thieves and proſtitutes, Let it not be ſaid, that fathers were 


' torn from their wives and children, and ſons from their aged 
parents, becauſe they had the virtue openly to condemn the ac- 
x knowledged corruptions of government, and to- exert every 

peaceable means in their power to remove them. Let it not 

be faid,' that it was as great a crime to ſpeak the TRUTH as to 
be guilty of FELONY.” 


But rather, O King, let it be rechededs that George III. 
bad the wiſdom, the humanity, and the :uftice, to ſtep in be- 


. 
« ”e-IN — * — aietn — — 

— PPA 
KS, i 0 r x Yis 246% . 4 . J n 
— LI 8 5 — e Wh ee . 
iN 2. 


1 350 ] 


. Theſe are our deſires - theſe our plain ſentiments. We 
know they are ſuch as your Majefty is unaccuſtomed to hear; 
but, if they are ſupported by truth and reaſon, ſuffer not the 
homelineſs of our manner to oftend your Majeſty. We are 

plain men, and will not flatter a King. If our wiſhes be at- 


- "tended to, we are perſuaded it will, in ſome good degree, . huſh 


the murmurs which unreaſonable „ a government never 
1 


fails to excite; and it may alſo avert that Storm, which it is but 
too evident has long been awfully gathering, and which may 
burſt forth in a moment when your Majeſty thinks no. 
e The Addreſs being read, and received with repeated ap- 
plauſes, The Henry Vorke addreſſed the meeting in ſupport of 


the meaſure. He obſerved, that the cauſe for which our country- 


men were now ſuffering, was the ſame as had. been advocated 


in the year 1783, by Mr. Pitt, the Duke of Richmond, and 


other men, who were at this time penſioners and placemen under 
the actual government; that a convention, for the purpoſe of 
obtaining a Parliamentary Reform, had been held atthe Thatch- 
ed Houſe Tavern, in which theſe men went as delegates, or actedas 


aſſiſtants; that it was cruel, if not unjuſt, to puniſh men for 


following the example which thoſe in power had ſet them. Ihe 


queſton was not a queſtion of conuenience, but of right, —[t 
was not enough to ſay, that the people were formerly repreſented, 


but that they had a right to be repreſented now. Did the miniſ- 
try, therefore, mean to aſſert, that what was right to-day, was 
wrong to-morrow ? Did they mean to declare, in the face of 
the world, that what was in conformity to the maxims of jui- 
tice at that time, ſhould, in ſo ſhort a ſpace, be deemed unju/?, 


and punithed as a crime? | 


« After having expatiated conſiderably on this very impor- 


tant ſubject, he proceeded with obſerving, that in all countries 


Where ſevere and ſanguinary puniſhments were encouraged, 
nen could have no affection for the government under which 
Py lived, and their obedience to it could reſult ſolely from mo- 
tives of fear. That liberty of opinion could not be denied to 


any free country, without denying at the ſame time the rights of 


the people. That nothing argued more ſtrongly againſt a govern- 
ment than the uniform deſign of depriving the people of this li- 


berty ; that it was a proof that ſomething tent wrong ; and that even 
governors were aſhamed of their conduct, when the right of diſ- 
cuſſion was violated or put an end to. The civil liberty we enjoy- 
ed in our country was the effect of political diſcuſſion; and its po- 
litical liberty would have long ſince been reſtored and e * 

Hur rulers had not interpoſed to weaken or annihilate this right: 


if 


Firſt, by giving a power of deciſion to judges, which the an- 


cient law of the land did not acknowledge: Secondly, by con- 


| founding 


— 


0 


„ 


founding the truth with the fact of publication: And, thirdly, 
by having puniſhed with the utmoſt ſeverity libels in private 
caſes, to prepare the public mind for thoſe ſevere ſentences in 


public ones, which diſhonoured and irritated the nation. It 
had been lately the faſhion to confound government with the 
conſtitution, and the miniftry with the government. To op- 
poſe, therefore, the mad and wild, if not ctiminal ſchemes of 
adminiſtration, was to oppoſe government, and, by this mode 
of reaſoning, to oppoſe government was to be an enemy to the 
conſtitution, - A government can never give a more authentic _ 
proof of ifs propenſion to tyranny, and of the impropriety, as 
well as impolicy of its meaſures, than by reſtraining or forbid= 
ding the liberty of diſcuſſing publicly matters of legiſlation and 


policy. It is debaſing the character of man, as an intellectual 


being, to deny him the right of enquiring into that which even 
governors allow was made for his uſe, namely, government. 

& To puniſh inquiry, ſeverity is exerciſed for imaginary guilt, 
But what is the effect? Miſchief is prolific. Violence in go- 
vernment begets reſentment in the people, who murmur and 
exclaim. Government is provoked, and ſtudies vengeance. 
When one act of vengeance is expoſed, more always follow. 
Affection is loſt on both ſides, and, what is worſe, is irrecover- 
able. Hatred begins; and the government and the people be- 
ing a variance, conſider each other no longer as magiſtrate and 
ſubject, but as mutual enemies. Hence the inhuman wiſh of 
Caligula, that he could murder all the people at one blow. The 
fequal is in order: he is continually deſtroying them; they are 
continually wiſhing him deſtroyed.— Such conduct had the 
fatal tendency of cramping the genius of men, and of replung- 


ing the nation into a ſtate of barbariſm with regard to their re- 


ligion, their Jaws, their morals, and their government, and 
to keep them ignorant of the moſt important concerns in their 


trade, their fptendor, their felicity ; whilft all the nations around 
them were improving themſelves in morals and policy, by the 


daring efforts and concurrence of enlightened men, whofe views 
were directed to thoſe objects alone which were really worth 
their attention. The reaſoning of a government, which pro- 


hibits information, is defective in every particular; its progreſs 


is not to be ſtopped, nor even to be checked, without manifeſt diſ- 


advantage. Prohibition has no other effect than to ingitate men; 


_ to inſpire them with an idea of inſurrection, and to give to all 


their writings a libellous tendency. Severe and atbitrary ſen- 


tences may intimidate, but they cannot convince a nation. It is 


by reaſon and argument alone, oppoſed to apparent reaſon and 
apparent argument, 'that a government can hope to be victori- 
ous over its internal enemies, or render itfelf permanent by the 
ESE. | Sas quiet 
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„ 
quiet and cenſcientious/ concurrence of all its citizens. It is 
doing too much honor to innocent ſubjects to be alarmed at a 
few pages of writing, or at a few fugitive orations, when bar- 
' racks are erected in a country, and 60000. armed mercenaries 
are ready to execute the mandates of government. Experience 
had proved, that the rigorous proſecutions which had lately 
taken place throughout England, and that the cruel ſentences 
which had diſgraced. the capital of Scotland, had not,anſwered 
the purpoſe of eſtabliſhing arbitrary power, and of cruſhing. the 
rebellion of honeſt minds. Although there is no ſpirit ſo erect 
and independent as not to be broken by the long continuance of 
the filent and inglorious ſufferings of a jail; yet it had been 
found, that men were p:oud to ſtep forward in this molt ſtormy 
ſeaſon, when ſuch terrible examples of legal vengeance had been 
held up before them to plead the ancient rights of , . 
to unmas the infamy, intrigue, and murderous piojects of ad- 
miniſtration, and according to the principles of the pureſt benevo- 
lence, to aſſert the liberty of the whole human race. The pre- 
ſent times bore a ſtrong and marked reſemblance to thoſe ter- 
Tific ages when prieſts held their dominion over the minds and 
conſciences of men, and when they endeavoured to eſtabliſh 
the reign of intolerance and orthodoxy amidſt flakęs of fire, 
and ſtreams of human blood. All hiſtory had evinced, that 
every attempt to curb and bridle the expanſion of the human 
mind had been ineffectual; it had evinced, that opinions, though 
ſmothered for a time, burſt forth with redoubled fury, and were 
victorious over power; it had evinced the triumph of rèaſon 
and truth over prejudice and ſuperſtition, and that liberty, whe- 
ther of opinion or perſon, however {low in its progreſs, had 
uniformly moved forward towards its deſtined goal; and that 
even, at this moment, the interruptions which had been op- 
poſed to it in our own country, although they might be injuri- 
ous to individuals, would finally obtain, confirm, and eſtabliſh 
the rights of the people. Conſcious of their uprightneſs, the 
friends of freedom had perſevered in their noble cauſe, unap- 
palled by the influence of ſpies and informers, and by the threats 
of a corrupt, a crazy, and wicked adminiſtration. In ſo doing, 
they had acted in perſe& conformity to the principles of virtue, 
without which no man could be a friend to his country, and a 
lover of mankind. Its eſſence conſiſted in the regulation of our 
Tonduct by ſuch moral axioms as are beſt calculated to promote 
the general happineſs of our fellow- creatures; and as it fre- 
quently happened, that the happineſs of the individual ſtood in 
direct oppoſition to that of the public, it is the perfection of vit- 
tue in individuals to facrifice their own happineſs to that of the 
public. A man, in poſſeſſion of this virtuous principle, feels 
„ 1 delight 
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| delight whilſt aQtually burning in the braz en bull of Phalaris and 


ſuch, he truſted, was the actuating principle of thoſe generous 
patriots, who are become willing victims of the moſt barbarous 
and ſavage ſentences that ever had been pronounced in Britain; 
who had made a glorious ſtand againſt arbitrary power, and 
who broke looſe from the fondeſt endearments of human life, 
in the hope of redeeming their loſt country from the fangs of 
a dark and brooding prejudice, and from the horrors and turpi- 
tude of an ignomimous flavery, © _ ET SY | 

« It was the tyranny of the Britiſh government which drove 


William Penn, with the philoſophic people called Quakers, to the 
_ delectable regions of Penſylvania, where, by toleration, induſtry, 
and permanent credit, they revived the fimplicity of the primi- 


tive ages of ſociety. It was the fame tyranny which has driven 
into voluntary exile, or forced by law into baniſhment, the moſt 
virtuous of men, the firſt of philoſophers, the moſt exalted and 


courageous band of patriots that ever honoured the ſoil of Bri- 
tain, Among the former Joſeph Prieſtly, one of the moſt pro- 
found philoſophers of the age, and molt ineek and amiable of 
citizens, claims the ſad pre- eminence; and among the latter, 
ſtand the names of thoſe perſecuted patriots, in whoſe behalf 
we are now about to addreſs the executive magiſtrate of our 
country—a noble and a generous band, whoſe ſufferings do not 
claim our-pity, becauſe they boil up our rage ; whoſe ſentences. 


diſgraced thoſe who pronounced them, not thoſe on whom they 
were pronounced; whoſe condition is enviable, becauſe honour- 
able, and to the whole of whoſe opinions and conduct, no good 
man, or honeſt citizen, can give one diſſentient voice f In 


times like theſe, when a man is mocked and inſulted, becauſe 
he bears the name of a patriot, an epithet once honoured by 


the people of England; at a time when thoſe who have the 


courage and magnanimity not to flatter their country, are de- 
ſerted, betrayed and perſecuted, what honours are ſufficient for 


thoſe who thunder truth againſt tyranny ? What diſgrace ought. 


not to await thoſe timid beings, thoſe negative patriots, who 
keep aloof from the ſcene of action, and riot on their country's 


wrongs? When our nation ſhall be regenerated, theſe perſe- 
cuted men will wear civic crowns. In the political, as in the 


moral world, the friend who appears to ſoothe our diſtreſſes, 
excites gur eſteem ; and he who, in calamitous times that try 
men's ſouls, ſacrifices intereſt, friends and home, in order to 
ſave his ſinking country, merits well, not only of every Briton, 


but of all mankind, and even of the' government under which 


he lives. ae 
Fellow citizens, the day is at length arrived, when fanati- 


cilm and ſuperſtition, deprived of their tinſel trappings, and ex- 
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| © poſed, in their native uplineſs, to the view of mankind, flink 
1 ſcowling back to the cave of obſcurity; there I hope they will 


i for ever remain. The energy of Engliſhmen will no longer en- 
dure this ſtrange; uproar of injuſtice, I truſt my countrymen 
| are ſick of religious 406 pak e impoſture; and that their de- 
1 ciſive and manly conduct will command, in an imperious tone 
ot which will take no denial, not a melioration of theſe enormous 
} abuſes, which would be to compromiſe with injuſtice ; but J 
truſt they will demand the annihilation of corruptions and abuſes, 
{| at and a reſtitution of the original rights of human nature. I aſk 
N of our governors, this plain queſtion, Is it better that the people 
" + ſhould be in a conſtant Rate of ſtupidity, than that they ſhould 
be ſometimes turbulent? Miniſters of ſtate, if ye mean to be 
wicked, ſuffer the people to write and ſpeak 3- you will find men 
corrupt enough to ſerve you according to your evil defires, and 
who will improve you in the art of Sejanus. If you mean to 
18 be good, permit them to write, you will find fome honeſt men, 
me who will improve you in the art of a Turgot. How many things 
i are ye ſtill ignorant of, before you can become great either in 
| | | goocdor inevil. I ſee no glory, no advantage, no pleaſure, no fafety, 
11 | in any man reigning as a Sultan over ſlaves. Such a horrid pre- 
3: eminence tarniſhes the luſtre of the moſt exalted ſtation. It is, 
I: beſides, precarious, for Sultans are frequently depoſed, and ven- 
3 LE geance wreaked upon them. . ö 
I I need not invite you, fellow citizens, to feel for any hu- 
It | | man being who ſuffers, much leſs need I folicit your approof of 
the preſent meaſure, after the general teſtimony of ſatisfaction 
ou have given of it. You are too enlightened to need the aid 
of any inſtruction. from me, and your underſtandings are too 
3:8 much awakened to require that your paſſions ſhould be played 
Fi upon. Whilſt the unerrihg tribunal of poſterity ſhall condemn, 
rn with ſcorn and derifion, with execration and diſguft, thoſe in- 
wm human beings who have been the cauſes of ſuch unexampled and 
i} inhuman ſeverity, our perſecuted brethren will obtain a verdict 
It | of honour and glory. I may venture to fay, that, beloved by the 
i | preſent age, future ages ſhall heap around their monuments 
76 . trophies of undying fame; and an exaſperated and repentant 
HI people ſhall enrol their names in the volume of hiſtory, which 
records allo the names of Sidney, Hampden, and Locke!“ 
1! «© The following reſolutions were then read three times over, 
1 and, with the exception of one or two perſons, were unanimouſly 
i 
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adopted == TY „ F | 
1. That the people being the true and only ſource of go- 
vernment, the freedom of ſpeaking and writing upon any ſubject - 
cannot be denied to the members of a free government, without. 
offering the groſſeſt inſult to the majeſty of the people. wk | 
el ; 4 | 7, I hat 
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2. « | That therefore the condemnation of citizens Muir, 


Palmer, Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald, to tranſportation, for 


expoſing the corrupticns of the Btitiſh goelffnent, was an act 

better ſuited to the maxims of a deſpotic than a free go= 
F 7: 6; 235 ante ay 1h 5 

3. » That the addreſs which has now been read, be pre- 


ſented to the King, in behalf of the above perſecuted patriots.” _ 


« On the ſecond reſolution being propoſed, an hiſs was 


heard from different parts of the meeting, in conſequence of 


one or two perſons holding up their hats againſt it; on ob- 

ſerving which, H. Yorke thus addreſſed the meeting: 

„ FELLOW-CLTIZENS, W N 

& As your chairman, I call you to order. As an individual 
I mult obſerve, that this hiſſing is repugnant to the principle of 

toleration or freedom, which we wiſh to ſee eſtablined. We 


have this moment read and given our aſſent to, an Addreſs to the 


King in favour of liberty of opinion; let it not be ſaid, that we 
are the firſt to violate that liberty in others, which we claim for 
ourſelves, Opinions will always vary, even amongſt the wiſeſt 
and beſt of men. We are bound, therefore, te ſhew tender- 
neſs to the opinions of others, and compaſſion even to their pre- 
judices. Let our enemies ſee that we conſecrate by our example, 
what we deſire to ſee eſtabliſhed as a principle. Hiſſes do not 
convince; they tend only to irritate the minds, and to beget the 
ill- will of our fellow- citizens; let us, on the contrary, confront 
them with the weapons of reaſon and truth, the only logic of 
liberal minds. Every ching which has a tendency to {i 
paſſions without awakening the underſtanding, is unbecoming 
of freemen, or of men who would be free.“ Bets 

c Theſe well-timed obſervations had the good effect of pre- 
venting any further ſigns of intolerance, and the utmoſt decorum 
prevailed throughout the conduct of the bufineſs.- © 1 
elt was next moved, © that a Petition be preſented to t 
Houſe of Commons, for a Reform in the Repreſentation of the 
People in Parliament :* but fo marked was the Aitabywrotenion 
given by the whole meeting to this meaſure, that not one ſingle 
perſon ſeconded the motion, but a moſt profound ſilence, inter- 
rupted only by a few murmurs, was obſerved : upon which 
Henry Yorke again roſe, and addreſſed the meeting in an ani- 


mated ſpeech of an hour long, and of which it is impoſſible for 
us to give our readers a juft conception, He took a general ' 


view of the Britiſh conſtitution, and ſtated its moſt prominent 
defects; among which the want of a perfect national repre= 
ſentation was the moſt glaring. He dwelt a conſiderable time 


upon this ſubject, and then proceeded to take a rapid ſurvey of 
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probate and ſcour the meaſure of Reform when they were in 


ties had been generated, which, in their route to power, had 
convulſed and plundered. the empire. Under the lil 


inforced theſe principles, and then entered into a compleat de- 


lution of 1688, the object of which, he ſaid, was not, could 


who drew up the Declaration of Rights, and who was promoted 


| Inheritance of the people, but to eſtabliſh on unequivocal prin- 
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the exertions which had been made at different periods, and by 
different perſons, to promote the cauſe of Parliamentary Reform, 
He obſerved, that the ſubject was become a mere bugbear, 
employed to deceive the people, and worked upon as an engine 
to raiſe into power, needy and ambitious men; that the very 
ſame men, who, in oppoſition, had declared, that it was the only 
meaſure of ſaving the country from ruin, were the firſt to re- 


power. From the corruptions of the Britiſh government, par- 


| inctions of 
names, principles had been forgotten; and for the ſake of 
leaders, whom the people had fooliſhly idolized, the machine of 

overnment rolled on amidſt the feuds and contentions of party, 
Larne the peace of our country had been diſturbed by the 
Tancour and animoſities of factions, and the people, inſtead of 
turning themſelves to correct the groſs evils which exiſted in it, 
had ever been the tools of baſe and deſigning men, and ſeemed + 
prepared to whet and ſharpen their ſwords one againſt another. - 
lt was now high time that the people ſhould lay aſide 
leaders, diſcard factions, and % for themſelves. He ſtrongly 


tail of the ancient conſtitution as eſtabliſhed by Alfred, which 
he proved to be at this time totally defaced, if not loſt. He 
then purſued the gradual decline of popular liberty in England, 
from the anarchy which was the conſequence of Danith and 
Norman invaſion; and taking a general sketch of our hiſtory, 
To far as it was connected with the ſubject of popular repreſen- 


tation, he made ſome ſtrong and pointed remarks on the revo- 


not be anſwered, unleſs annual parliaments and general ſuffrage 
were reſtored. For this he had the authority of Lord Somers, 


by William III. for his popular exertions .at that memorable 
epoch. 5 : OS | 

Pes In order to prove that the revolution had not correſponded 
with the expectations of the people, no ſooner was the Pi ince of 
Orange eſtabliſhed on the throne of England, than all ideas of 
the ancient mode of annual parliaments were effaced, and the 
triennial act was paſſed in the very face of that revolution, and 
in direct contradiction to its principles; for the revolution, at 
leaſt, ſo far as it reſpected the people, was not intended to be a 
compromiſe between the King and the ariftacracy, for the joint 


Ciples the right of the people to govern themſelves, and to regal 
thoſe delegated powers which they had entruſted to their ſer- 
5 x „ | vants 
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vants for this purpoſe, when they were either abuſed, or neglected 
to exerciſe them. If the revolution were not a revolution for the 
people, it was no revolution at all, but a conſpiracy of a few 
ennobled oppreſſors againſt the liberties and happineſs of the 
many. But if it were deſigned to comprehend the people, 
and its end has been perverted, or purpoſely laid aſide, the 
people are not warranted in petitioning, but are juſtified in de- 
mnanding as a-right, agreeably to the tone of language uſed in 
the Declaration of Rights, the reſtitution of annual parliaments, 
and the eſtabliſhment of ' univerſal” ſuffrage. But the ſhock 
which was giyen to the itability of theſe principles, ,was moſt 
infamouſly flagrant, by the enafting of the ſeptennial act, in 
the reign of George I, If the act of parliament in the reign of 


Henry VI. eraſed from the roll of citizenſhip ſome of the beſt _ 


members of the community, the enacting of the triennial and 


y 


ſeptennial acts, filled up to the brim the meaſure of govermental 


iniquity, and poured forth the waters of bitterneſs throughout 
our Tang.” 5 | | 
„% FeLLOw-CITIZENS, © . . 
Enough of precedent. The human race has long been 
roling down the tide of ages neglected, unpitied and oppreſſed. 


It is high time that the devious courſe of human policy ſhould 


not be left to the uncertain iſſue of ſtorms and of elemental 
wars; but that the machine of ſtate ſhould be guided by the 


polar ſtar. of reaſon alone, which is never ſeen but when the ma- 


jeſty of the people is reſplendent. What is beneficial. in the 
example of ages, we ought to reſerve with caution, What is 
injurious, and what is only tolerably competent to anſwer the 
common purpoſes of ww, ought to be aboliſned. We inſult 
ourſelves, when we abjectly diſtruſt the powers which nature 
has given üs; nor ought we paſſively to acquieſce in inſti- 
tutions, which, though injurious, may be preferable: to thoſe 
that may be endured by others. We inſult ourſelves, when we 
fooliſhly balance between tolerable vices and poſitive good; be- 


tween unnatural ſyſtems, and novel, untried, but juſt maxims. 5 


Ihe human mind is progreſſive; ſo is the ſocial mind, That the 
one therefore ſhould remain ſtationary, amid the rapid courſe of 
the other towards perfection, is a prejudice as unnatural as it is 
injurious to the happineſs of man. The governments of Eu- 
rope preſent no delectable ſymmetry to the contemplation of the 
philoſopher no en joyment to the ſatisfaction of the citizen. 


A vaſt, deformed and cheerleſs ſtructute, the frightful abortion 


of haſte and uſurpation, preſents to the eye of the beholder no 
ſyſtematic arrangement no harmonious organization of ſociety, 
Chance, hafte, faction, tyranny, rebellion, maſſacre, and the 
hot, inclement action of human paſſions, have begotten them. 
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Utility has never been the end of their inſtitution, but partial” 
intereſt has been its fruit. Such abominable and abſurd forms; 


ſuch jarring and diſſonant principles, which chance has ſcattered 
over the earth, cry aloud for ſomething more. natural, more 


5 pure, and more calculated to promote the happinefs of mankind. 


Experience muſt regulate the mechaniſm of government, by 
which I mean not a narrow and confined, but a liberal and en- 
lightened experience, which, hearing without paſſion or pre- 
judice, the teſtimony of ages and nations, collects from its 
general principles, to further the progreſs of civilization. It is 
in hiſtory that we are to dive for thoſe rich materials of legiſ- 
lative experiment, which are to ameliorate the ſocial order, and 


repair thoſe breaches which injuſtice has long ſince made. But 


if this experience be found inadequate to the purpoſe of alle- 
viating human miſeries; if it afford nothing but the melancholy 
proſpect of outrageous deſpotiſm—of exceſſive vices on the part 
of the governing, and debaſement and vaſlalage on that of the 

overned ; if it aicribe the commotions of ſuffering countries to 
the deſigns of factions, and not to principles; if it ſhew, that 
in conſequence of national ignorance, after the firſꝭ ebullitions 
of revolt, they have fat down in a torpid calm, and borne with 
Uuſurpations ſtill heavier than thoſe by which they were rouſed to 


arms—it mult be granted that this experience is important, 
| becaule it teaches the ſuffering nations of the preſent day, in 


what manner to prepare their combuſtible ingredients, and hu- 
maniſts in what manner to enkindle them, ſo as to produce 
with effect, that grand political exploſion, which at the ſame 
time that it buries deſpotiſm, already convulſive and agoniſing 
in ruins, may raiſe up the people to the dignity and ſublime 
grandeur of freedom. | . 
Jo effect this juſt and uſeful purpoſe, revolution of ſentiment 
muſt precede rr volution of government and manners. Phe 
popular energies muſt be excited, that the popular voice may ' 
be felt and heard. The people muſt grow wiſe, in order that 
the people may rule, It is ſaid we preach anarchy ; but what 
is anarchy but the eſtabliſhment of confuſion on the wreck of 
popular opinion? It is ſaid we are Levellers; but thoſe are 
Levellers who would wiſh to reduce man to the condition of 


- 


the brute; guided by paſſion afid uninfluenced by reaſon. Thoſe 


are Leveilers whoſe hands are dipped in the public ſpoils ; who 
aſſert impunity for crimes, and inviolability of perſons; who 


would make humanity take a retrogade motion; who would 


palſy the arm of juſtice, and defeat the end of equal laws. We 
have ever diſclaimed the fooliſh idea of levelling property; be- 


cauſe our own property, the fruit of our labour, or of our 


talents, might, by the example, be expoſcd to the infuſion of 


4. 
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the firſt intruder. It were well, if thoſe who confotind Juſtice © 
with crimes, would conſider that the poor man's property, little 


as it is, is as precious to him, as is the wealthy ſtock of the 


rich man. It were well, if feeling the force of this principle, 


the ariſtocracy would unite with us in the cauſe in which we 
are embarked. . Property, they ſay, is ſacred, Is not, then, 


the property of the poor man as ſacred as that of the rich; and 
ought it to be filched or forced from him without his conſent, 


any more than that of the rich man? Can thoſe Who do not 
reſpect the property of others, expect others to reſpect their 
property? We with to exalt, not to level, We wiſh to better 
the condition of the wretched ; to equalize men under the in- 


fluence of law, but to give to merit, induſtry, talents,” patri- 


mony, virtue, their proper weight and correſpondent dignity in 


the ſocial order, Are we, then, ungovernable, becaufe we reje&t 


miſ-goveritment ? Are we ungrateful, becauſe we defend our 
liberty and property againſt thoſe who ought to reſpect them? 
Are we rebels in maintaining our violaied laws, againſt thoſe 
who are open rebels to laws, and who ſet themſelves above thoſe 


laws which they ought to have venerated ? I know, that in all 


ages of the world, people who would not be oppreſſed, have 
been reckoned ungovernable, by men who are, or who would 
be oppreffors. I know that the enemies of oppreſſion have 


always been ſtigmatized as enemies of government. I know 
that it is ſeditious to blame the exceſſes of power, and infolent 


to mention the inſolence of thoſe who abuſe power. I know 
that it is fedition to diſtinguiſh between public right and public 
wrong, between government and tyranny, Nor is it enough 
to acknowledge all good government to be irreſiſtable; but the 
worſt, and the abuſe of the beſt, muſt be irrefiſtable alſo. I 


know, that to complain of tyranny is faction, and to throw it off 


rebellion; but they who oppreſs are the greateſt rebels and for 
the oppreſſed to turn upon them, is but to 7% rebellion—it is 
but to do a juſt and natural action. Whoever violates the laws 
of reaſon, equity and nature, whatever ſtation or name he may 
bear, is a rebel, ſubject to laws againſt tyrants and rebellion. 


Tyrants, therefore, and oppreſſors, are the higheſt and moſt 


conſummate rebels in the world — capital traitors to God and 
man, and puniſhable by all the laws of God and man. Amid 


all the abſurdities and chimeras of Paganiſm, it was never be- 


lieved that tyranny was warranted by Heaven. It was never 


believed that the bloody Caligula was the vicegerent of God, 


and that the. worſt of men had a commiſſion from Heaven to 
_ oppreſs the human race, It was never believed that murder, 


rapine and mif-rule, were government, arid that lawleſs and 
. bloody-crowned robbers were governors divinely appointed. It 
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was never believed that ſociety had no remedy againſt devouting 
luſt and the raging ſword, which were deſtroying all the ends 
of ſociety, and even ſociety itſelf, Such indignities. to God and 
man, were never broached by Pagans ; they never propagated 
doctrines which would have turned men into ideots, deſtitute of 
reflection and feeling; into beaſts. of burthen, and beaſts of 
facrifice z turned Heaven into Hell; human ſociety into a chaos 
of blood and carcaſes; and the earth into a place of torments. 
It never entered into the heart of a Greek or a Roman, nor into 
any heart that felt the ſentiments of virtue and humanity, that 
It was unlawful to defend nature; a crime to ward off murder, 
barbarity and deſolation; and an impiety to do the moſt godlike 
action which can be done on this fide Heaven, that of diſarming 
tyrants, and of ſaving our country from periſhing. Govern- 
ment is doubtleſs a ſacred thing, and juſtly claims our reverence 


and duty; but when government is general oppreſſion; when 


havoc, ſpoil and perſecution prevail, to the deſtruction of all 
who do well; when law and juſtice are baniſhed, and military 


deſpotiſm triumphs ; when property is attacked and ſeized with- 


out the conſent of its owner, and lives are wantonly deſtroyed ? 
—l[s this government too ? If it be, tell me what is not govern- 
ment? I do not think, in an age like this, that the people of 
this, or any country, can ever be fo ſunk or deadened h 
oppreſſion, but that repeated provocation will raiſe a ſpirit 
amongſt them cayable of accompliſhing the greateſt projects. 
Even the moſt profeſſed and degraded ſlaves, the people of 
Turkey, often rouſe themſelves, and caſting their proud rider 


to the earth, trample him to death. A little ſpark often kin- 


dles a great flame, and a flame ſoon ſpreads to a conflagration. 
An ignorant nation rouſed to aſſert its liberties, will be mad and 
furious; ſor, when men are uſed like beaſts, they will act like 
like beaſts! But, when an enlightened people, knowing their 
rights, are reduced to a ſtate of degradation, they will know 


that their condition cannot be worſe, but, by their own efforts, 


their condition muſt be better. An ignorant people, incited 
by repeated injury to ſhake off the load of injuſtice, will riſk 
unſeen evils and calamities—will risk even a civil war, to 
be revenged on their oppreſſors. Such was the temper 
of the Komans upon the revolt of Sacrovir—they even 
exulted in it, and, in hatred to Tiberius, wiſhed ſucceſs 
to the public enemy. Such were the injured people of 
Spain, who, when the Romans came, joyfully received them 
as their deliverers from the tyrannous yoke of Carthage, But 
an enlightened people will never fully the victories of patriotiſm 
by ſuch irregular conduct. Revenge will never be adopted as a 
principle. Peace will actuate their demeanour, and they will 
glory in awaiting the ſlow procels of unjverſal information, as 
ST os a prelude 
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à prelude to univerſal emancipation, rather than tarniſh the cate 
reer of liberty, by involving their country in ſcenes of terror, 
waſte and depredation. | Oppreſſed nature will, at a proper 
ſeaſon, depart from paſſive principle; and, ſhould an attempt be 
made to wreſt what remains of liberty from us, I truſt all men 
will concur to vindicate their violated rights for, if the at- 
tempt be ſuffered once, it will be often repeated. A few repe- 
titions create a habit, and habit will claim preſeription and right. 
For governors to be omnipotent, the race of man muſt be ex- 
tinct; and no argument for deſtroying anarchy can be uſed, but 
what is full as ſtrong for the overthrow of tyranny. It is dif- 
ficult to reſtore public affairs, when once diſconcerted, to their 9 
former ſteady principle numbers will engage in the corruption 
and will try every art and power to ſupport it, and they will 
continue to do ſo, until nature, which is always uppermoſt in | 
man, figns their tragical doom 5 9025 i = 
„ CITIZENS, | 
© I repeat my former aſſertion. © Go on, as you hitherto have * 
done, in the culture of reaſon. Diſſeminate throughout the 
whole of your country, that knowledge which is ſo neceſſary to 
man's happineſs, and which you have yourſelves acquired. 
Teach your children, and your countrymen, the ſacred leſſons of 
virtue, which are the foundations of all human polity. Teach 
them to reſpect themſelves, and to love their country. Teach 
them to do unto all men, as they would that they ſhould do unto 
them, and their love ſhall not be confined to their country, but 
ſhall extend to the whole human race. When ſuch a revolution 
of ſentiment ſhall have diſperſed the miſts of prejudice; when, 
by the inceſſant thunderings from the preſs, the meaneſt cottager 
of our country ſhall be enlightened, and the ſun of reaſon ſhall - 
ſhine in its fulleſt meridian over us; then the commanding 
voice of the whole people ſhall recommend the five hundred 1 
fifty-eight gentlemen in St. Stephen's Chapel to go about theif 
buſineſs.” _ „ = IG 16 
Alfter having concluded the above ſpeech, Henry Yorke ob- 
ſerved, that as there might be many perſons preſent who came 
from motives of curioſity, and others who came for a more 
criminal purpoſe, he ſhould adduce in juſtification of the reaſon- 
ings he had employed, the writings of a man, who was the firſt 
to reduce into a ſyſtem the ftudy of the Human Underſtanding, 
and the Principles of Goyernment—he meant John Locke, 
whoſe excellent diſcourſe on Civil Government he then held in 
his hand, and from which he read the following extracts: 
No government can have a right to obedience from a people 
who have not freely conſented to it; which they never can be 
ſuppoſed to do, till either they are put in a full ſtate of liberty to 
„„ , EST chuſe 
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chuſe their government and governors, or at leaſt till they have 


ſuch ſtanding laws, to which they have, by themſelves or their 
- repreſentatives, given their free conſent, and alfo till they are al- 


lowed their due property, which is ſo to be proprietors of what 


they have, that nobody can take away an y part of it without their 


own conſent, without 'which, men under any government are 
not in the ſtate of freemen, but are direct ſlaves under the force 
of war. 3337/7 We or CL Re OW 
« There is another way whereby governments are diſſolved, 
and that is, when the legiſlative, or the prince, either of them, 


act contrary to their truſt, Firſt, the legiſlative acts againſt the 


truſt repoſed in them, when they endeavour to invade the pro- 
perty of the ſubject, and to make themſelves, or any part of the 
community, maſters, or arbitrary diſpoſers of the lives, liberties, 
or fortunes of the people. The reaſon why men enter into fo- 
Ciety, is the preſervation of their property; and the end why 
they chuſe and authorize a legiſlative is, that there may be laws 
made, and rules ſet, as guards and fences to the properties of all 
the members of the ſociety, to limit the power, and moderate 
the dominiòn of every part and member of the ſociety : for ſiuce 
it can never be ſuppoſed to be the will of the fociety, that the 
legiſſtive ſhould have a power to deſtroy that which every one 
deſigns to ſecure, by entering into ſociety, and for which the 
people fubmitted themſelves to legiſlators of their own making 
whenever the legiſlators endeavour to take away, and deſtroy 
the property of the people, or to reduce them to ſlavery under 


arbitrary power, they put themſelves into a ſtare of war with the 


people, who are thereupon abſolved from any farther obedience, 
and are left to the common refuge, which God hath provided 


for all men, againſt force and violence, Whenever therefore 


the legiſlative ſhall tranſgreſs this fundamental rule of ſociety, 
and either by ambition, fear, folly or corruption, endeavour to 
graſp themtelves, or put into the hands of any other, an 
abſolute power over the lives, liberties and eſtates of the peo- 
had put into their hands for quite contrary ends, and it de“ 
volves to the people, who have a right to reſume their original 
liberty, and, oy the eſtabliſhment of a new legiſlative (ſuch as 

they ſhall think fit) provide for their own ſafety and ſecurity, | 
which is the end for which they are in ſociety, What I have 


ſaid here, concerning the legiſlative in general, holds true alſo 


concerning the fupreme executor, who having a double. truſt 
put in him, both to have a part in the legiſlative and the ſu- 
preme execution of the law, acts againſt both, when he goes 


about to ſet up his own arbitrary will as the law of the ſociety, 


He acts alſo contrary to his truſt, when he either employs the 
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force, treaſure and offices of the ſociety, to corrupt the repre- 
ſentatives, and gain them to his purpoſes ; or openly pre-en- 
rages the electors, and preſcribes. to their choice, ſuch, whom 
| 12 has, by ſolicitations, threats, promiſes, or otherwiſe, won 

to his deſigns; and employs them to bring in ſuch, who have 
promiſed before-hand what to vote, and what to enact. Thus 
to regulate candidates and electors, and new-movel the ways of 
election, what is it but to cut up the government by the roots, 
and poiſon the very fountain of public ſecurity ? for the people 
having reſerved to themſelves the choice of their repreſentatives, 
as the fence to their properties, could do it for no other end, 
but that they might always be freely choſen, and ſo choſen, 
freely act, and adviſe, as the neceſſity of the commonwealth, 
and the public good ſhould upon examination, and mature de- 
bate, be judged to require. This, thoſe who give their votes 
before they hear the debate, and have weighed the reaſons on all 
ſides, are not capable of doing. To prepare ſuch an affembl 
as this, and endeavour to ſet up the declared abettors of his 
own will, for the true repreſentatives of the people, and the 
law-makers of the ſociety, is certainly as great a breach of 
truſt, and as perfect a declaration of a deſign to ſubvert the go- 
vernment, as is poſſible to be met with. To which, if one 
ſhall add rewards and puniſhments viſibly employed to the fame 
end, and all the arts of perverted law made uſe of to take off 
and deſtroy all that ſtand in the way of ſuch a deſign, and will 
not comply and conſent to betray the liberties of their country, 
it will be paſt doubt what is doing. What power they ought 
to have in the ſociety, who thus employ it contrary to the truſt 
went along with it in its firſt inſtitution, is eaſy to determine; 
and one cannot but ſee, that he who has once attempted any 
ſuch thing as this, cannot any longer be truſted, _ | 
To this perhaps it will be ſaid, that the people being ig- 
norant, and always diſcontented, to lay the foundation of go- 
vernment in the unſteady opinion and uncertain humour of the 
E 45 to ęxpoſe it to certain ruin; and no government. will 
Ve able long to ſubſiſt, if the people may ſet up a new legiſla- 
tive, whenever, they take offence at the old one. To this I 
anſwer, Quite the contrary. People are not ſo eaſily got out 
of their old forms, as ſome are apt to ſuggeſt. They are hard- 
ly to be prevailed with to amend the acknowledged faults in the 
frame they have been accuſtomed to. EN | | 

e But it will be faid, this hypotheſis lays a fermeat for fre- 
quent rebellion. To which I anfwer, firſt, No more than any 

other hypotheſis ; for, when the people are made miſerable, and 
find themſelves expoſed to the ill uſage of arbitrary power, cry 

up their goyernors as much as you will for ſons of Jupiter ; 
7 5355 3) oo Wl 


— 9 


[ 380 1 


let them be ſacred and divine, deſcended, or authoriſed from 
heaven; give them out for whom or what you pleaſe, the ſame 
will happen. The people generally ill- treated, and contrary 


to right, will be ready upon any occaſion. to eaſe themſelves of 


a burthen which ſits heavy upon them. They will wiſh and 
ſeek for the opportunity, which in the change, weaknels and 


accidents of human affairs, ſeldom delays long to offer itſelf, 
Hie muſt have lived but a little while in the world, who has not 


ſeen examples of this in his time; and he muſt have read very 
little, who cannot produce examples of it in all forts of govern- 


ment in the world. Secondly, I anſwer, that ſuch revolutions 
happen not upon every little miſmanagement in public affairs. 
Great miſtakes in the ruling part, many wrong and inconve- 
nient laws, and all the flips of human frailty, will be borne by 


the people, without mutiny or murmur; but, if a long train 
of abuſes, prevarications and artifices, all tending the ſame way, 


make the deſign viſible to the people, and they cannot but feel 


what they lie under, and ſee whither they are going, it is not to 
be wondered at, that they ſhould then rouſe themſelves, and en- 


deavour to put the rule into ſuch hands which may ſecure to 


them the ends for which government was at firſt erected; and 
without which, ancient names and ſpecious forms, are ſo far 
from being better, that they are much worſe than a ſtate of na- 
ture, or pure anarchy the inconveniencies being all as great 
and as near, but the remedy farther off and more difficult.“ 


« After reading the above, Henry Yorke continued,” 1 


mult obſerve to you, that for this diicourſe on Civil Govern- 
ment, John Locke was preferred by King William, to the im- 
portant place of Maſter of the Mint, and was univerſally be- 
loved and honoured at Court. This book was generally con- 


ſidered at the time it came out, to have been a more powerful 
means of ſecuring the King upon his throne, than even the 


arms of Holland and Britain; and it has contributed perhaps, 
more than any other publication, to ſecure the preſent Royal 
Family upon the throne of theſe kingdoms, Although it was 
written a century ago, it was a principal in eſtabliſhing the A- 


Merican Revolution; it has conſpired the overthrow of deſpotiſm 
mn France; and, before long, its principles will have driven 


deſpotiſm from the face of Europe. Jo ſuch a book there can 
e no exception; and I think 1 cannot better ſerve the. King. 


or my fellow-citizens,- than in bringing it before the public. 
I underſtand it is not to be purchaſed, becauſe am told miniſ- 
try have bought them all up, or they were purchaſed to be ſent 


t» America; but I will defeat their ends; I will extract its 


ſpirit, and give it you in a ſmall compaſs, and as cheap as the 
| prets can print it.'—( Loud and reiterated applauſes.) ; 


« The 
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* The following reſolutions were next read and unanimouſly 
approved of, amidft the loudeſt applauſes. 20s PYUE | 

4. That in every country where the people have no ſhare 
in their government, taxation is tyranny. © © Ch 

5. < That therefore a government is tyrannical or free, in 
proportion as the people are equally or unequally repreſented. 

6. «© Convinced of this truth, it is the opinion of this Meet- 
ing, that the people ought to demand as a right, and not peti- 
tion as a favour for univerſal repreſentation: n | 

7. © That therefore we will petition the Houſe of Commons 
no more on this ſubject.“ 5 „ 

« After which Henry Y orke, according to a requiſition which 
had been made to him a few days before, preſented the follow- 
ing Petition to the King for the total and unqualified emanci- 
pation of the Negro Slaves. He prefaced the Petition with a 
molt eloquent and animated ſpeech on the ſubject; but from 
the fatigue which he had undergone from the preceding part of the 
buſineſs, it was impoſſible for him to carry to his intended length, 
a diſcourſe which had already drawn tears and ſighs from a great 
part of his auditory. As we underſtand he means to make an 
appeal to the public on the ſubject, in which, of courſe, will 
be included the obſervations which he made at this meeting, 
we truſt no apology will be neceſſary for our omitting to give 
any ſketch of them here.” 1 

1 | « TO THE KING. 


« Tuftice is eternal. Unconfined by time, perſon, circum- 
ſtance, or place, it ought to form the baſis of all legitimate 
overnment, and the motive of all human intercourſe. 
As intellectual beings, we conceive it to be a ſacred obli- 
gation, impoſed on us by the Supreme Being, to think for our 


ſelves. In conformity to which principle, we are naturally led | 


to defire the extenſion of knowledge throughout the world. 
As we ourſelves fee/, we are naturally led to ſympathiſe with . 
thoſe who feel alſo. Wiſhing to be rid of the weight of op- 
preſſion under which we groan, we are induced to compaſſion, 
ate thoſe who groan alſo, and to defire an alleviation of their 
ſufferings,  -< „ 2 | | 
« On our own account we have repeatedly petitioned the 
Lower Houſe of Parliament—but petitioned in vain. We are 
weary of the practice. We are diſguſted to hear the hallowed 


mnmame of liberty made the ſport of corrupt placemen; and we 


are ſhocked to ſee, that in the practice of legiſlation, humanity 
is but a name, We are now ' petitioning, not for ourſelves, 
but for others ;—for thoſe, whoſe ſorrows harrow up the feeling 
| foul, and terrify the Chriſtian heart; for thoſe, wie ans the 

1 victims 
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victims of avarice, cruelty, rapine, immorality, and luxury — 
We have the ſanction of one of your Majeſty's ſons, in declar- 
ing, that the Negro Slaves, in the Weſt 45 are full as hap- 
py as the lower claſſes of people are in England. We employ 
io great an authority in juſtification of our petition; and con- 
fidering, that we who ſupplicate your Majeſty are generally men 
of that deſcription, we ate e ber conclude, that if our Afri- 
can brethren be no happier than we are, they muſt be wretched 
indeed. For we groan, Sire, under great and grievous bur- 
thens, and we fee, no proſpect of redreſs before our eyes, nor 
have we a hope that our miſeries will ſhortly end. Our wives 
and little ones are ſtarving, and ourſelves unable to provide them 
with the common neceſſaries of life, are ſunk in ſorrow, and 
compelled to join in their bitter agony and deep deſpair. But 
the contemplation, of our diſtreſſed ſtate becomes additionally 
alarming, at the certainty of having more burthens accumu- 
lated upon us, which may be productive of conſequences in- 
Jurious tothe cauſe of humanity, and fatal even to the intereſts 
of government itſelf, Such, S:re, is our ſtate, and ſuch, from 
the compariſon drawn by the Duke of Clarence, is the {tate of 
our Negro brethren in the colonies. But in addition to the 
teſtimony of ſo high an authority, we have a volume of reſpec- 
able evidence delivered into the Houſe of Commons, which 
proves, beyond contradiction, that our condition is by no 
means ſo deplorable as that of the wretched Africans. 'T hey are 
SLAvEes;—under which odious epithet, man is reduced to the 
condition of the brute, and is deprived of a country, and of the 
tendereſt ties of human life. The rights of a focial being are 
denied to him, and every princple of moral obligation is deſtroy- 
ed, The liberty, the perſon, and the induſtry of the Slave, 
are at the diſpoſal of the maſter, Far different is our ftate ; and 
although from not being repreſented in the Houſe of Commons, 
our property may be taker from us without our confent—al- 
though from the erection of barracks throughout our country, 
and from the unconſtitutional introduction of foreign troops in- 
to it—from the encouragement givento a ſyſtem of ſtate inqui- 
fition, and from the violent meaſures employed to wreit the 
liberty of the preſs from the hands of the ſubject -e cannot 
Call ourſelves FREE men in the ſtrict ſenſe of the word. Yet 
our lives cannot be taken from us, but for crimes prievoufly de- 
Kncd and declared puniſhable by law; nor can our perſons be 
wantonly fported with, to gratify the Juſt, the avarice, or the 
cruelty of overſeers and ſlave-drivers. So far we have un- 
doudtedly the advantage over the Negro Slaves; and we can- 
not help thinking, in juſtice to the Royal Perſonage who drew 
the relemblance, that he reaſoned more from our actual condi- 
oo 5 : „ 
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tion, than from what we were, and what we ought to be—a 


free, a happy, and contented people. 


| « Quitting, therefore, the / compariſon which has been drawn 

between the poor of this country and the Negro Staves in tne 
colonies, we beſeech your Majefty to take into your gracious 
conſideration our Petition in their behalf. We are happy to 
congratulate your Majeſty, that we not only cultivate reaſon 
ourſelves, but we are daily exerting ourſelves to diffufe its in- 
| Avence univerſally, Our ſucceſs, Sire, has been wonderful! 
We glory in announcing to your Majefty, that, by the uſe of 
that reaſon, we have diſcovered that ſociety is made for man's 
| happine(s4 that liberty is the firſt and beft gift of Gop to 
man—which it would be impious not to aſſert, and facrilege to 
ſurrender. In the names, therefore, of Liberty, of Juſtice, 
and of Humanity, and for the ſake of thoſe, whoſe cries of 

Mercy! Mercy, Mafter ” are riaging eternally in our ears, 
we petition, we implore your Majeſty, to put an end to that 


deviliſh commerce in human fleſh; which is a thouſand times 


more abominable in the eyes of Gop and of man, than the prac- 
tice of ſelling human fleſh in Germany—becauſe'accompaniet 
with acts more profoundly cruel, and more deliberately inhuman. . 
The voice of an immenſe majority of the whole nation has in- 

voked the humanity of the Houſe of Commons for the partial 
abolition of injuſtice but in vain. It was told, that the Slave 
Trade was inhuman, impolitic, and unchriſtian. Eighty-eight 
only, out of 558, voted agreeably to the will of the nation for 

its abolition ! ! Did the remaining 470 mean thereby to ſanc- 

tion inhumanity and impolicy, and to oppoſe the Holy Chriſtian 
Religion, the fundamental maxim of which is, Do unto all 
men as you would they ſhould do unto you.) One melancholy” 


fact, however, it has proved, that the fenſe of a majority 


of the people was not regarded in that Houſe, and that Juſtice 
and Humanity are of no conſideration,'when put in competition 
with avarice, wealth and power. But what makes humanity 
more than 'ſhadd=-r, one of the members of that Houſe, WhO 
had his leg bit off by a ſhark, and wnofe life was ſaved by poor 
_ negro, declared, that he ſhould'vote again the abolition of the 
Slave Trade, becauſe the Negroes confumed the refuſe of our 
fiſheries. Such marked ingratitude, fuch unfeeling barbarity, 
publicly avowed in the Britich Senate, initead of fending the 
author to priſon for an abufe of ſpeech, met with repeated ap- 
plauſes. And what grieves us more, we find, that this very 
man has been appointed, by your Majeſty's miniſters, to ſuper- 
intend the proviſionment of the army now carrying on the 
dreadful work of human ſlaughter on tne b.ood-ſtained fields f 
F | NG e 
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« So many bars having been thrown in the way to prevent 
the abolition of the Slave Trade, by thoſe unfeeling barbarians, 
who, unbluſhingly, call themſelves Slave Dealers, Weſt India 

2 Merchants and Planters; ſo many obſtacles having been op- 
poſed to the reclamations of humanity in favour of the wretch- 
ed—we petition your Majeſty, in whoſe hands is mercy, to 
reccommend, or {ahaha rs Britiſh Senate immediately to 
aboliſh, in the fulleſt manner, and without doo 
Negro Slavery in the Weſt India Iſlands becauſe it is inſulting 
to human nature in an age of reaſon and philoſophy becauſe it 
tends to open wide the flood-gates of patronage, corruption, 
and dependance; inflames and ſtimulates the ſordid paſſion of 
avarice, which is ever ready to feed ambition, to furniſh the 
firſt means of engaging in ruinous, bloody, and deſtructive 
wars, by which courtiers are enriched and nations beggared— 
becauſe its abolition. will redeem the national honor, too long 
fullied by the trade of blood - becauſe it will promote the cauſe 
of liberty, which is ſtriding apace throughout all the regions of 
f the world—becauſe it will avenge peacefully ages of wrongs 
| done to our negro brethren—becauſe- it will give to induſtry its 
Juſt latitude—becauſe it will put an end to injuſtice, impolicy, 
cruelty, avarice, havock, ſpoil, blood—becauſe it will cover a 
multitude of national ſins, and in the ſtead of national faſts, 
i which are too frequently the dreadful preludes of blood and ſor- 
M | row, it will be a national feaſt, grateful to Gop, and pleaſing 
We to man. It will extend the empire of benevolence, the brother- 
hood of the human race, and immortalize your Majeſty's-reign, 
WH for having eſtabliſhed, on their pureſt principles, the claims of 
. Juſtice, and the Rights of Man 5 
19 The above petition and the following reſolutions were re- 
Bs ceived with unbounded applauſe, and without one diſſenting 
1 | voice, except that the word humbly, which was ſeveral times 
1 uſed in the petition, was objected to, and on being put to the 
W 5 vote, was unanimouſly agreed to be expunged. | _ _. 
ö 8. * That we feel ourſelves not only aſhamed, but indignant, 
that the Britiſh government ſhould be actively engaged in the 
traffic and ſlavery of human beingss. 5 5 
9. © That as no compromiſe can be made between freedom 
and tyranny, between virtue and vice,. juſtice and injuſtice, we 
think it our duty not to confine ourſelves to the. mere abolition 
of the Slave Trade, which would be facrificing a right to a con- 
e os but to petition for the total emancipation of the Negro 
Slaves. | „„ „ „„ 
10. „That the petition to the King, now read, for the total 
and unqualified abolition of Negro ſlavery, is apptoved. | 
II. That a congratulatory letter be tranſmitted to Thomas 
| a * Walker, 
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Walker, of Mancheſter, on his viQory over Church and E 


aſſociations, and that the letter now read be approved. 
12. „ That the above petition and addreſs be tranſcribed on 
parchment; and that they be forwarded to Earl Stanhope, and 
that he be requeſted to preſent the Addreſs and Petition to bis 
Majeſty. 

13 That the thanks of this meeting are given to all thoſe - 
Juries, who, i in theſe inquiſitorial times, have acted like freemen 
in acquitting thoſe - of their fellow-eitizens who have been 
brought to trial for ſpeaking what they thought. | 
14. That the proceedings of this meeting be publicly ad- 
vertiſed, and tranſmitted to the friends of liberty, ot juſtice, and 

of 1 na, 5 throughout the kingdom. ; 
8 hat a voluntary ſubſcription be immediately opened 
for . the expences attendin2 theſe proceedings. 
16. „ That the committee of the Sheffield Conftituticnal 
Society be deſired to ſee that the above reſolutions be carried 
into effect; and that they prepare an Addreſs to the Britiſh Na- 
tion, explanatory of the motives which have induced this meet- 
ing to adopt the reſolution of no more petitioning the Houſe of 
Commons on the ſubject of Reform. 
„The above reſoſutions being paſſed, and a confifiulatory 
letter to Thomas Walker, of Mancheſter, read, on his acquittal 
from an infamous proſecution at LANG the meeting was 

diſſolved. 

9 Notwithſtanding the largeneſs of the company, fo great | 
were Henry Yorke's exertions, and fo cloſe the attention pai 
to him, that there was ſcarcely a perſon preſent who did not diſ- 
tinctly hear: many, indeed, we are told, who were not hereto- 
fore remarkable for their liberality of ſentiment, have acknow- 
ledged themſelves greatly enlightened by what they heard. — 
Jo ſhew the high ſenſe entertained of Henry Yorke's fervices 
at this meeting, by the populace, he was no ſooner ſeated in the 
coach which attended on him, than the horſes were taken from 
the carriage, and the people drew him through moſt of the pub- 
lic ſtreets in Sheffield, amid the acclamations of thouſands :— 
Which done, after a few admonitory words TO the orator, 
every man went peaceably to his own home.” | 

Ir. Garrow. (To Brombhead.) There was an Addreſs to the 
Britiſn Nation publiſhed in this book; look at that e * 
. this | is the Addreſs, 

.be Clerk reads. 

| ce An Addriſs to the Britiſh Nation. 

« FRIENDS and CounTRYMER,, (v EO 
We have this day decided, with the exception of 57 one 
diſſentient voice, that the Houſe of Commons ſhall never again 
A petitioned by us, on the ſubject of Parliamentary Reform. 
| % « Vie 
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de We owe to the nation, to poſterity, even to foreign 

countries, and to the government itſelf under which we Jive, 

i an expoſition of our motives. 'To the nation we owe this duty, 

| | becauſe we ate of opinion, that the will of the majority of the 

people fhould be, at all times, the ſupreme law ; and that if the ferv 
diſlent from the opinion of the many, however obligatory the 
will of the majority may be to them as a rule of action, yet 
opinion is always free and ſacred, the right of man to enjoy, 
and the conſcientious duty of man to diffuſe. Under the full 
>. _ conviction of this principle, we feel ourſelves, at preſent, the 
minority, becauſe we are the firſt to agitate the queſtion, and 
to repel the monſtrous idea of petitioning when our petitions 
are not received by the Houſe of Commons. But, we are nu- 
merous—we are many thouſands ;z and as nothing opens the 
eyes of men ſo much as their intereſts, we demand, fellow- 
Citizens, nay, we are entitled to it from our numbers, that you 
lend an attentive ear to the truths we are about to utter, and to 
the reclamations we are about to make in favour of oppreſſed 
humanity. Hearken unto our voice, for we think it wili ſtrike 
,. conviction; attend to our reaſoning, for we know that your 
applauding ſentiments will give ſolemnity to our meaſures, and 
conſequence to our example. To poſterity this duty is owing,. 
becauſe they will expect juſtice at our hands, -liberty from our 
exertions, happinets and peace from the ſucceſs of our cauſe, 
To foreign countries, becauſe they will then form ſome eſti- 

-  _ mate of the degree of confidence which we who live under 
the Ryitith government repoſe in it; and of the affection, re- 
ſpect and obedience, paid by our rulers to the majefly of the 
people. To the government itſelf, becauſe it will : diſcover, in 
our firm and manly tone of conduct, materials fot ferious and 
ſolemn debate. It will diſcover that the exerciſe of a' power, 
underived from even magiſterial authority, is totally repugnant 
to the genius of a legiſlative aſſembly, (which ought to be an 
emanation from the public will, and therefore obedient to it,) 
becauſe it has a tendency to looſen the bands of ſubordination, 
and to weaken that reyerence which ſhould always be ſhewn to 

a government which regards the condition, and fulfils the man- 
dates of its ſovereign, the people. It will be taught a leflon,' 
which is ſanctioned by the teſtimony of both ancient and modern 
ſtory, that when a government contemns the people, the people 

| will in their turn contemn the government: it will be taught, 

9 that when there exiſts a want of confidence between the gover- 

..- nors and the governed, confuſton, the worſt of national dif- 
tempers, is the iſſue. N e | 

_ < Qur petition was received with the utmoſt indignation by the 

Houſe of Commons; which was no more than we expected. 
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We knew that the homely truths, we uttered, would be very un- 
welcome gueſts in that houſe. We never expected that a body 
in which there were ſo many placemen and penſioners, would: 
 liften to the palpable facts ſtated in that petition ; the object of 
which was to root out injuſtice, and to curb licentiouſneſs and: 
corruption. Nevertheleſs, as we were called upon by our coun- 
trymen to unite. with them, we thought ourſelves bound to com- 
ply with their wiſhes. And although our petition was diſdain- 
fully rejected, becauſe not couched in language ſufficiently po- 
lite and reſpectful for the five hundred and fifty-eight Gentlemen 
| who fit as the Houſe of Commons, yet, believe us, Helloto- 
citixens, we are ſtill of opinion, that the matter it contained, 
was not only juſt and proper, but, we think, that even the lan- 
guage, which gave ſo much offence to the honorable Gentlemen, 
was much too polite and too moderate for us. For, if the 
Houſe of Commons were the real Repreſentatives of the peo- 
ple, we certainly had a right to-di&ate, and not to petition, be- 
cauſe they could be conſidered in no other light than as the or- 
gans of the public will. And, it they refuſed to obey that 
will, they would be uſurpers, and not reprefentatives. If, on 
the contrary, they are not the repreſentatives of the people, what 
have we to do with them? If they are not our repreſentatives, 
we cannot be their conſtituents ; and to petition thoſe who are 
not our repreſentatives as our repreſentatives, would be a mani= 
feſt abſurdity, if not an inſult and mockery of ourfeives. How- 
ever, the petition, ſuch as it was, being termed diſreſgectful, 
was thrown out by a majority of 79, there being 29 . who 
voted for its being received, and 108 who voted againſt it. Such 
imperious treatment rather gives warning, than ſtrikes terror. 
The abuſe of repreſentation can never come in the place of a 
rule, for no legal power can be derived from injury or in- 


juſtice. On this ground alone, therefore, we are juſtified in 


preſerving a ſullen ſilence in reſpect to the Houſe of Commons. 
For, if grievances, abuſes, complaints, and truth, are to be 
diſcarded from that Houſe, becauſe not dreſſed in a gentleman- 
like language, how are we, plain mechanics, ever to obtain re- 
dreſs, who are not gentlemen, and who are, conſequently, ig- 
norant of thoſe polite and courtly expreſſions which are neceſ- 
fary to gain a hearing in that Houſe. We are ignorant of the 
art of diſplaying truth by halves, and, as we love plain dealing 
ourſelves, we deteſt hypoeriſy in others, and pity thoſe who- 
would wiſh us to follow their example. We faid to the Houſe 
of Commons, we are. wronged and aggrieved—will you right 
us, and redreſs our grievances, or will you not? If you will, 
we ſhall be ſatisfied ; if you will not, we ſhall ſeek redreſs ſome- 
other way. — This is the ſole queſtion with us, and we put it, as 
| AS 5 we: 
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mons. But, our petition being ſc — we ſhall trouble them 


moſt agreeable to ourſelves, And our voice, together with that 


* there had been a miſchievous hand- bill put about for the purpoſe 
of provoking the members of this ſociety as you ſuppoſe, can 


| what was the general ſubſtance of it? 


ILſaw myſelf ſeveral perſons ride up and down and through the 
market place full gallop, to ride over the people. 


| faid it, but this wicked hand-bill being ſpread about, and if I 


J heard about them Was: in weer to wn wicked hand- bill. 


. 01. 5 
we Wann in a ry" becoming ſt e to the Houſe of Com- 5 


no more with our coarſe and unmannerly language. It will be 
our duty to proceed, as we have uniformly done hitherto, in en- 
Jightening the public mind; and, when à complete revolution 


of ſentiment ſhall take place (as will ſhortly be the caſe) in 


our country, we ſhall open our mouths, in that key we think 


of our disfranchiſed countrymen, will wm, perhaps, the 
thunderings from Mount Sinai!“ 
WILLIAM BROOM HEAD, crofs extimines by Mr. Coons. 
2. You was ſaying about the time theſe pikes were talked of, 


you tell what were the terms of that hand-bill ? 
A. I had one of them in my hand, but I cannot ſpeak di- 
rectly of every thing it contained. | 
D. I don't ask you to ſpeak to every ing it contained, but 


A. It was a call upon the people to arm againſt foreign and 
internal enemies; and the reply that was made to it was couched 
in the ſame language. 5 5 0 

2 At what time was this publiſhed, was it before or after | 
this meeti | 

1 do not recolle& the 'exaRt time, but I read them both; 1 
ſhould have been happy to have had them both here. 

wo, The object was to provoke the people ? 

It was given out about the town of Sheffie}d, we can never 
doany thing againſt theſe people till we ourſclyes cauſe a riot; 


2; Then the cry was, that they could not do 2 thing with 
you without cauſing a riot againſt you? 
A. It has been ſaid ſo, but I cannot recolle& the people that 


had thought of this, I would have brought it here; n this 
was the cauſe of the arms firſt being ſpoke about | 

- B. Sol underſtand, This you ſay was the occaſion of arms 
being firit talked of, now let me ask you from all this, from whom 
you ever heard any converſation reſpecting theſe arms, the ptkes, 
were they intended for making any attack againſt any power in 
— _—_— or only for. defending: yourſelves n 8 at- 
tac 

A. I never underſtood chem in any other light; all that ever 
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9. underſtand that the converfation of the pikes, and the 
proquction of them, was in conſequence of this hand-bill ; what 
i want to know is this, whether thofe who talked of theſe Pikes, . 
and attempted to produce them, whether you ever recollect from 
them e they meant to attack or to e anmelden being at- 
tack | 
A. This was 4 very truth elt ns, 6a oppoſe | WY . 
rect violation of the law of the land made upon us, as was the 
caſe in Mancheſter and Birmingham. 
T hen they were meant only to be uſed on. the defenſive? 
Ves; and Mr. Gale had this hand-bill in his hand when 
he mentioned it, and there was an advertiſement in Mr. Gale's 
paper about it the week after, a direct auſwer thereta; I would 
have brought then both with me, if I had thought n me 
this. | 
2. Had any of the people in this ſociety, to which you be- 

longed, any idea of altering the mne * without 2 

King and Houſe of Lords ?. - 

WA. think wy ought to have la ſent to Bedlam if chey 5 
had. 

* Had you, as one of than ſociety, any fuch intention your- 

A. Juſt the fame as fzing to the ſun. | 

2. Speak plain. ; 

A. No, no; I had never ac te mind. 

2 n you wiſhed to produce by — n of 
yours? 

A. To enlighten the people, and ſhew them the a—— of all 
their ſufferings and complaints; when a man works hard.fqy a 
week through, thirteen or fourteen hours in a day, and ver cans 
not maintain his family. | 
; . Was not the object of your meeting a Parliamentary Re- 5 
orm! 

A. Ves, it was, and as ſuch we correſponded with the Society 
of the Friends of the People as well as the Conſtitutional So- 
ey + 

„ Who were the aim deos of the Ns of the People? 

Ido not directly know the ſecretary, 1 Eno ſereralcoms 
munications were received from that ſociety. - | 
; Suey I believes is woos n 1 
„„ 
2. Should you. have eontiaved a member ol this ſociety if 
you had thought they had intended to have attacked the King or 
the Lords, or had an idea of depoſing the King from his n ? 
A. No, I would not, 


AY, | page ” not ks abborred ſuch an idea? POTN. 
ns L. Have 


3 fn] 
Have you any reaſon to beliove that any ſingle member 


| entertained ſuch a notion ? 
A. I do not believe there is ſuch a wicked man amongſt 


| them.) 


.. The object of your meeting, you. ſay, v was to ſtate to the 
people the grounds of certain evils you conceived to exiſt, and 

wiſhed to bring about a Parliamentary Reform; where was 
that: Parliamentary Reform to dern the Houſe of Commons ? ? 


7 0 Sk | 


\ Did you believe, and was that the ground upon which you 
1 that a Parliamentary Reform would do away thoſe evils in 
the Houſe of Commons ? 

A. That the King, and the Lords and Commons, with the 
- concurrence of the nation, might reform them things themſelves. 
As to we leforming the Parliament, we pretend in Sheffield ! 
we had not the vanity to think of ſuch a thing. 

. Dol underſtand you right, when I ſuppoſe this to have 
been your principle, that you thought the King and the Houſe 
of Lords, with the Commons ſo reformed, would redreſs all 
your grievances ? | | 

A. Yes. | 
- Your object was to obtain it peaceably ; ? 

Ves, and there is no man doubts it i in Sheffield. 
2 Was it your own object? 


It was. 
* 


Have you any reaſon to think it was the object of any 
man in the larirty at Sheffield to uſe any thing but peace” 
able means? 

A. Not to my e 5 what perſons. might do if a 
convention had been called, I do not know what wicked people 
* have done; — we cannot anſwer for their wickedneſs. 

Ar. Garrow:. Repeat that again. 

A. If there had been a convention, thoſe ſocieties who ſent 
them, I ſuppoſe, would have put confidence in them, and in 
their conſultations, ſuppoſing them to be more competent to 
deviſe and direct the means to the end for a + arlamentagy Re- 
form. I underſtood it in that light. 

Mr. Gibbs. When that meeting was held, to be ſure, no 
man can anſwer for the acts of thote who ſhould compoſe ih 
certainly not. 

2. Had you any reaſon to e that thoſe whom you ſhould | 
have ſent to that meeting would have acted peaccable 

A. No, we ſhould not have ſent any elle, 


9. And op 


1 nd you haye no reaſon but 4: think that others would 


have lo 8 
4 No, we have no ras to think e at all. 


When national repreſentation was talked of by Mr. Vorke ; 


at this meeting, was it not meant the repreſentation of the 3 
of England in the Houſe of Commons??? 
A. I always underſtood it ſo. W 7p * . 
Ar. Garrow. This converſation between you and my friend 
makes it neceſſary, that I ſhould put a queſtion or two to you. 
In the firſt place I wiſh to aſcertain whether I took you correctly; 


you meant, and as far as you underſtood your ſociety, meant 


to produce a Reform in the Repreſentation of the Commons 
Houſe of Parliament by en means ? 

6 

2. But you apprehended that when you ſhould a your 
delegates to a convention, that you truſted to that convention, 
and that when they were met, you could not anſwer for what 
they might do, not being able to anſwer for the an of 
individuals. Did I take you correctiy? 

AM. Nes | . 

D. For the purpoſe of obtaining this object, a Parliamentary 
Reform, you ſay you correſponded not only with the Conſtitu- 
tional Society, but with others, the Society of the Friends of 
the People. Did you know the anſwer that that ſociety returned 

to your communications as early as the 26th of May. 


A. ] do not recollect. yo Oy 75 


. Do you know a perſon of then name of Aſhton? 
Yes. 8 
Did he ever act as ſecretary to your ſociety ? | 
1 | N 
9. Do you recolle&t Aſhton writing, by the diredion of the 
ſociety, or your committee, a letter—l ask you whether you. do 
not know, that on the ſociety of the F riends of the People re- 
turning ſome anſwer to your ſociety, that your ſociety wrote a 
letter to the ſecretary of the Conſtitutional Society, diſchiming 


all connection with the Friends of the e as not fit or 


their purpoſe ; did he not? 


A. Diſclaiming this, Ido not deny, but I 90 not 8 bf a2 


certainty, that he did, becauſe great part of the time that he 
was ſecretary I was not in the ſociety? 

2 Was this meaſure of diſcarding the Friends of the Peo- 
ple as not fit for your purpoſe, diſculled in your en at any 
meetings? | 

A. Yes, it may have been. do not recollect it was. 

2, Was it in any of your” diviſions, or was it any mectings 
of your diviſion ? 


— 


Nes, 


ig 


＋ 


206 Yes, i it t may 1. W 

9. Was it in any meetings of Hs beet Aculted, the 

opriety of having nothing further to do with theſe men, the 
Prieuds of the People, becauſe they would not go GOT o 
make them fit for your communication? 

A. It was diicuſſed,, 

9. Was the conſequence of that diſoulſion, your writing to 
the Conſtitutional Society, that the Friends of the People were 
not fit for your purpoſe? 5 

A. I do not know of fuch a letter being communicated, —No 
ſuch a letter received. 

D. I do not ask you whether you know ſuch a letter was 
received or ſent ; but I ask you whether the reſult of that deli- 


beration was not, that they were unfit for the communication. 


of your ſociety ? 


A. I am not certain it was the determination of that meeting. 


1 rather think it was determined afterwards. 


F Did Mr. Yorke take any part in that diſcuſſion ?, 
No, he was not there, 1 think, 
2. Who were the parties that engaged in that diſcuſſion of 


tze miſdemeanour of the Friends of the People? 


A. There were ſeveral perſons ſaid ſomething at that meet - 


e among whom J was one. 


Have you read the declarations publiſhed by that ſociety 


called the Friends of the People ?—Doubtleſs you have for _ 


information. 
A. I believe I might. | | Ng 
A Do you not know, that in language, to which 1 dan do 
; ne Jules; they declared their firm intention by all conſtitutional 
proper means to produce that very thing, which you ſtate 
to have been your object, a Reform i in the ommons Houſe of 
8 ? | 
4 A great number of people did not believe them to be bo- I 
neit. N 
2. Perhaps the language was too PIR to ande it honeſt ; 
bowever, they had made this profeſſion | | 
Ves, there was ſomething of that. : 
fe But that you did not quite believe? 

No, a number of them did not. 

2, Was that as early as the 26th of May, Os that you 
aba the communications of this ſociety of the F tends of 
the People? 

5 4 oy; I jog it was e time. | 5 
at was lon before Mr. orke came amon u upon 
bs laſt motion? : s yo 88 8 
A. Les, it was. | 
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"Amt of courſe long beſore all theſe diſcuſſions . 
Ves. 
9. Now te ſo good as tell me a little more diſtindly 10 
this miſchievcus hand- bill was that excited you to arms; I think 
it was calling upon the people to arm againſt foreign invaders 
and domeſtic enemies ? | 

A. Yes, I think it was; and upon the conſultation at the 
meeting, when arms were ſpoken of, it was determined in ſe- 
veral reſolutions to get theſe arms for the ſame purpoſe 1 in reply 
to that hand- bill. 

Q. Did you adopt that hand-bill, and arm in conſequence of 
it, or was you alarmed from its unconſtitutional = junction, or 
did arm ? | 

J never did. 

In what terms was your reply couched ? 

Their words were taken and put into reſolves, and put 
in Gale? s paper the next week, to arm againſt foreign and in- 
ternal enemies of the preſent government. 

9. The reaſon of this was, becauſe you was afraid of illegal 
force being uſed againſt you, as had been done at Mancheſter 
and eee did you apply to any a to 1 | 

ou ? 
l A. No, nor did thoſe people that publiſhed this. 


2. Will you be ſo good to anſwer my queſtion ; did you, 


upon thoſe alarms which were communicated by this wicked 
hand-bill, lay your complaints before any magiſtrate, or apply 
for protection to the civil power? | 
A. No, not to my knowledge. 

Q.: But, on the contrary, publiſhed n for arming ? 

J. To this purport, couched in their words. 

. You had no intention at all of altering the government, 
but of applying to the Houſe of Commons to redreſs the ores 
ances under which the people ſuffered ? 20 

H. I aiways underſtood it in that light. : 

D. How early was it that you came to the reſolutions in your 
ſociety to petition them no more, and that they were too fine 
gentlemen for you, and that your language was not fine enough 


| to pleaſe their courtly ears? 


A. Theſe articles and reſolves were drawn up by Gale and 
Yorke, and therefore were vinked at, thinking they were better 
Judges, out of complacency, ſuppoſing them to have ſuperior. 
knowledge. 

2. And you, who were too rough for the Houſe of Com- 
mons, were courtly enough to paſs theſe reſolutions to pleaſe 

Mr. Yorke and Mr. Gale? 4 | 
we Viewing them to be men of underſtanding. EOF I 
| 3D 2. After 
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9. After having determined to petition the Houſe of Com- 
mons no more, the next ſtep was to procure a convention, and | 
by the delegates to procure a full, free, and fair repreſentation ?_ 

A. T here was at firſt a motion to petition the . 

D. That was about the Slave I rade? 

A. Yes, and about a Reform too, 

9. Whether this forms a part of thoſe reſolutions which you 
paſſed upon the ſubject of arming, © that the landing of Heſſian 
troops in this country, a ferocious and unprincipled hord of 
butchers, without confent of Parliament, has an alarming 
and ſuſpicious appearance, and is contrary to the ſpirit of our 
conſtitution,” when you printed the hand-bill was that paſſed * a 

A. That was paſſed when the lecture was read. | 

©, That was paſſed long after the e 

A. No, long before. 

MF hat it is high time to be upon our guard, ſince theſe 
armed monſters may in a moment be let looſe upon us, particu- 

Jarly as the erection of barracks throughout the kingdom may 
have only been an introduction to filling them with foreign mer- 

cenaries, was that the other reſolution that you paſſed before 
the hand- bill? | 

A. Some time 1 I cannot ſay how long. 

D: Will you be ſo good as to tell me, as you were to arm at 
Shetheld, very properly for the fake of preventing attacks upon 
you, whether you communicated your plan of arming or of 
Og your inſtruments to any other parts of the king 
dom! 

Al did not, nor do I n that any body elſe did. 

I ask if you do not now know that your ſociety commu- 
nicated the plans of arming, the mode of procuring the inſtru- 
ments, and the models of the weapons ? 

A. I never heard a ſyllable of it till 1 was informed of it by 
the 1 of the Privy Council. 
| Ihen if Davidſon, in the name of the ſociety, ſent ſuch 
a i to any ane at e 98 was not t informed of that 
ſecret? 

A. No, I was not. * 

2. If ſuch a thing was done, you was not informed of it? 

A. I was not. 

v You know Davidſon very woll?: 

Yes, tome little time. 84 70 | 

bs He was a member of the ſociety ? 

Yes, | ſuppoſe he was. 

O. You have told me there was no man in Sheffield fooliſh 
5. 24 to arm; do you include Davidſon in the number of thoſe 
whom you fay were not to be found in Sheffield with w 

kin 


{5 } 


kind of intention againſt the Government, or againſt his Ma- 
jeſty's perſon ? he 7 
A. I will fay this, that he did it without the knowledge of 
the ſociety; he did it without my knowledge. 

Henry Alexander called, but not anſwering immediately, 

Ar. Attorney-General propoſed, while this witneſs was coming, 
to read part of the publication concerning the fait dav, and how 
it was kept at Sheffield. E's 

| (The Clerk reads the faft day.) 
GC FAST DAY AS OBSERVED AT SHEFFIELD. 


« A ſerious Ledture delivered at Sheffield, February 28, 1794. Be- 


ing the day appointed for a general faſt ; to which are added a 
Hymn and Reſolutions, | : | 

FKeſolved Unanimouſly, 5 
1. © That war, the wretched artifice of courts, is a ſyſtem of 


rapine and blood, unworthy of rational beings, and utterly re- 
pugnant to the mild and benevolent principles of the Chriſtian 


religion. e : | | 
2. «© That if the preſent war, be a war of combined Kings 

againſt the people of France to overthrow that liberty which 

they are ſtruggling to eſtabliſh, it is, in our opinion, a war of 

the moſt diabolical kind. 9 

3. That when public faſts and humiliations are ordered 

with the ſame breath, which commands the ſhedding of oceans 


of human blood however they may anſwer the purpoſes of 


{tate policy they are ſolemn proſtitutions of religion. 

4. „ That the landing of Heſſian troops in this country (a 
ferocious and unprincipled hord of butchers) without conſent 
of Parliament, has a- {uſpicious and alarming appearance, is 
contrat y to the ſpirit of our conſtitution, and deſerving of the 


marked indignation of every Engliſhman. | D 
5. „That it is high time to be on our guard, ſince theſe 


armed monſters, may, in a moment, be let looſe upon us; parti- 


cularly, as the erection of barracks. throughout the kingdom, 


— 


may only have been an introductory meaſure to the filling them 


with foreign mercenaries. 8 | =} | i 
6. « That the high and freeborn minds of Britons, revolt at 
the idea of ſuch a ſlaviſh ſyſtem, and cannot be ſo far broken as 


to kiſs the hand which would chain them to its will, 


7. That peace and liberty are the offspring of Heaven, and 
that liſe without them is a burden. . ND 

8. That the thanks of this meeting are due to Earl Stan- 
hope, for his motion and ſpirited ſpeech for acknowledging the 
French Republic, and reſtoring peace to our diſtreſſed country; 
for his motions and able ſpeech in behalf of the perſecuted an] 
ſuffering patriots, Meſſ. Muir, Palmer, Skirving and Marga- 
SE "147-2 . rot, 
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rot, in which he nobly ſtood alone; and alſo for the whole of 
his truly animated and benevolent exertions in fupport of the in- 


jured Rights of the People.. | | 
: 9. Ihe Ae this meeting are alſo due to Mr. Sheridan, 


for kis nervous and eloquent ſpeeches in the cauſe of injured pa- 


triotiſm, and in ſupport of the conſtitution; and alſo to every 
other member of Parliament who has nobly ſtood forward at 
this important criſis, in ſupport of the conſtitutional liberties of 


Engliſhmen. 


10. “ That if any thing had been neceſſary to have con- 
vinced us of the total inefficacy of argument againſt a miniſte- 
rial majority, the deciſions which have lately taken place in H ar- 
liament, would have fully confirmed our opinion. 4 
11. © That, therefore, the people have no remedy for their 


grievance, but a Reform in Parliament —a meaſure which we de- 
termine never to relinquiſh, though we follow our brethren in 


the ſame glorious cauſe to Botany Bay. | Pon 
vn adit « W. Camac, Chairman.“ 
Mr. Garrow. Now read Mr. Camage's lecture. 
9 5 | (The Clerk reads.) I | | 
wy A SERIOUS LECTURE, _ „ 
ec In every age of the world, the cauſe of truth has always 
met with its oppoſers, whenever it chanced to claſh with the 
intereſts of a venal tribe of Kings, Courtters, Priefts, and their 


accomplices By reading over the 18th chapter of 1. Kings, we 


find that this was the caſe ; yet the Almighty was pleaſed by an 


act of Omnipotent Power, to overturn the malice and wicked 


intentions of that infamous tyrant Ahab, and the ſatellites who 


ſurrounded him: for, in the preſence of them all (though it 


made againſt them). Truth ſhone forth with redoubled ſplen- 
dour ; and the very judgment which Elijah would probably 
have met with, had not God been for him, fell on thoſe abomi- 
nable decęivers of mankind. —] refer you to the chapter itſelf, and 
without further introduction, I ſhall make a few remarks on the 
events of that period, as it muſt be obvious, to every ingenious 
mind, that there is a great ſimilarity betwixt the conduct of the 


- Tulers of that day and thoſe of the preſent: therefore it may be 


needful to obſerve, . „ i Ha | 
« Firſt. Baal's prieſts could not poſſibly ſucceed, becauſe 
he to whom they prayed could not help them. Baal, being a 


name given to an heathen God, who had no exiſtence, except in 


the imagination of his devorees. And 2dly, they had a bad 
cauſe. in hand, therefore, were not likely to prevail; ng motives 
to induce them but pride; no appetites to ſerve but what were 


' ſenſual and deviliſh, ſo that if they had offered facrifice to the 


true God, in a bad cauſe, they would not have obtained their 
„ 1 Ts | „ 


„ 
EF e the ears of the Lord are not open to the cries of the 
fooliſh, but unto the wiſe.? 

« [t is in this point of light, I view with concern; A . 
tion of Kings apparently leagued againſt the cauſe of freedom; 
a combination which I believe to be odious in the fight of heiven, 
although for its ſupport we are .commanded a ſecond time from 
the throne, (not of God) to faſt and pray for the ſucceſs of our 
arms over our brethren, who are ſtruggling for every thing that 
is dear to man, and which is the will of God he ſhould be poſ- 
ſeſſed of—Liberty, civil, political and religious. Life without 
them is a burden, To pray then, for a re-eſtabliſhment of de- 
ſpotiſm, tyranny, and oppreſſion (which we do if we pray to con- 
quer freemen) would be to mock Heaven, to inſult his divine Ma- 
jeſty, to pour contempt on his word, and in the heart to ſay, 


. Who is the Lord, that we ſhould obey him?“ Oh! ye, who 


fill the throne of power, tremble at the thought of approaching 
your Maker with a lie in your right hand ; tremble at approach- 
ing the God of Peace, when war and bloodſhed are your views. 
© Be not deceived, God is not mocked; for whatſoever a man 
© ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap.” | 
HenRY ALEXANDER ſworn, examined by Mr. Woops. 
2. Was you a member of he London Correſponding So- 


ciety? 
1 4 o 
5 How long is it dose you firſt became a eber 5 | 
The latter end of the year 1793, I do not Know the 
week, 
9; What diviſion was you of | Rd Jn 
i The twenty-niath | 5 
1 XZ Did you meet at Robins“ 5 coffee-houe 4 
Yes, in Shire-lane. | 
Q. How many might your diviin conſiſt of? : | 
A. I think I was the ninety-fifth member when I went in, 
2, Did you know Mr. Yorke? 2— | 
A. Ves, by ſighht. | 
BY Was he a member of the Leadon Correſponding Society ? 
. He became a member while I was there. 
| 9. Do you remember his being with you the latter end of 
1793, at Robins's coffee-houſe EET. 
A, Ves. | 
2, What number of people might there be aſſembled at that 


time? 


A. I ſuppoſe there was between ſixty and a hundred ; z the 
room was quite full. | 
2. Did Mr. Yorke el you whether he was going to leave 
von not? | 
| „ The | 
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of The laſt night he was there he did; the laſt night be" was 
at that ſociety he took leave of them by wigs ſpeech ; he ſaid 
he was going to Belgium. 

I Did Re ſay for what Suryoſs ? 

Yes, he was going to head the French may which Le 
be Fea by Chriſtmas, 
Repeat that? | 
That he had received a letter from a friend of his at Bel- 
Y gium, that they would be ripe by Chriſtmas, 
, Ripe for what? 
” For a revolution. 
7 mp _ ſay whether he meant to return to England again? 
e did. 
2: What more did he ſay? 

I He ſaid he was in hopes he ſhould come at he head of | 
them into England. | 

Fury. Where was he tocome to ? 

J. To London. 

2 Mr. ONS) you ſay he made a 128 ſperch upon his 
taxing leave? 

A. Yes. 

2. Will you be fo good as to tell us what he tai i in making 
that ſpeech, the ſubſtance of it? 

A. The ſubſtance of it was, that he had received a letter to 
go over to them, and that he had the honour of being a Mem- 
ber of the National Convention of France, and hoped he ſhould . 
have the pleaſure of coming here either at Chriſtmas or the be- 
ginning of the year, and that he ſhould ſee that ſociety all ready 
to join them; and that he was in hopes that Mr. Pitt, and the 
Arent miniſters he mentioned, and the King' s head, would be 
upon Temple- bar. 5 | 

Lord Preſident. That who would join him? 

A. That the ſociety would. 

55 Whoſe heads were to de upon Temple ber! 

Mr. Pitt's, mentioning the miniſters and the King. 

D. Will you recollect as much of the ſtatement as 28 
can! 

Jury. What time did this meeting take place ? 

4. Upon the 5th of laſt November, 1793. 

Mr. Mood. Did he ſay any thing about the King and Queen 
of France ? | 

A. Yes, he did, bat I cannot recollect the words now. 

2. But try and recollect the ſubſtance ? 

4. He ſaid they had met with their deſert, it was what they 
deſerved. 5 
Did he ſay any thing to 1 about the war? 7 
A. I de 
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A1 do not recolle& that he did. 
5 Did he ſay any thing to you about the 3 Culottes ? 
He did make mention of them ; they were a ſet of brave 
fellows ; he ſaid a deal about them; ; but I cannot recollect fur- 

. | 
; Do not you recollect what he ſaid behdes: e | 
TL I do not. | 4 

5 Did he ſay any thing about arins? 

. He did. 
2, Be ſo good as to tell us what he faid about arms? 
He ſaid, when he came he hoped they would be ready to 
join; and that he hoped when the time came, they would not 
cringe or ſhrink from what they pretended to be: he ſaid it 
was impoſſible to do any thing without ſome bloodſhed. 
Jury. Who do you mean by they? 
A. The ſociety he was ſpeaking to. 
Ar. Mood. What did he ſay about bloodſhed ? 
A. He ſaid there would be no good done without 1 blood- 
ſhed. 
© 9. Did he fay any thing to you about Sheffield, or the propl 
of Sheffield? | 

A. He ſaid there was a ſet of brave men there. 

2: Did he tell you how or in what they were brave? 

A. I cannot ſay that he did. 

2 What more did he ſay about the Sheffield men ? 

I do not recollect. 

9. Where was the blood to be ſhed ? 

A. He did not ſay. 

Did be ſay any thing about bread and cheeſe, that you 
recolle&? 

A. There was ſuch a thing mentioned in the ſociety one night 
before. A perſon came in from Sheffield, and ſaid they had 
© Pikes made at Sheffield for ſixpence apiece 3 another made an- 
ſwer and ſaid, it would be a good notion for them to have the 
- ſame, and that it would be only living upon bread and cheeſe for 


one day. 


2 Was this the preceding night? 

A. No, it might be two, or three nights before. | 
How was Mr. Yorke's ſpeech received amongſt them : 
They all appeared unanimous, and roſe and ſhook hands 

wide him when he got up and left the room. 

A Prejideat. Did you fee Mr. Yorke any more! 2 
No, 

Zo Do dos know where he went! 


Mr. Ind. 


f. 4%, 


Mr. Mood. Did you continue with the ſociety alter that 
night, or did you leave it? 
A. I went after that to Mr. Dundas's office, and after that to 
the Lord Mayor, Sir James Sanderſon. 
2, Look at that; have you. ever hey Loy bills like that be- 
fore * 
A. No, I never Gio this before. ES. | 
2 Why did you go to the Lord Mayor o. or to Mr, Dundas ? 
| Becauſe I thought it was proper Government ſhould know 
what they were proceeding upon; immediately I knew what they 
were I went and told them. | 
7 x How came you firſt to go there ? 
At firft I went with Mr. Smith, a delegate. 1 was asked 
if I would be made a member; I did not know what it was; I 
agreed to be made a member, not knowing what 1 It was, 
. Bow long was you there ? | | 
A. I think I was there ſeven times. 
HENRY ALEXANDER croſs- examined by Mr. Ens6nE, 
5 What are you ? | 
A Liner-draper. 
F Where do you live? 
At the Roſe, in Fleet-market. I am a erwin at preſent. 
2 What time did you firſt go with your friend to this o- 
ciety? 
A. Towards the latter end of the year 1793. 
5 Did you go there for the purpoſe of wg a member 0 
I did not, though I became one. | 
I: What did you go for the purpoſe of? 
I went for the purpoſe of going to the club; my friend 
asked me to go with him to a ſociety, and I went. f 
Who is this friend? | 
Mr. Whitehall; he ſaid Mr, Smith had asked him fre- 


5 gl 


2 You went there out of curioſity, it may be? 
It was nothing elſe, _ 
Was Mr. Yorke there? 
. 
- Who might be there that firſt gh? e | 
A. Smith was there as delegate, Aſhley was there, and Bax 
ter was there ; theſe were all f knew by name. 8 
1 What day of the month \ was it? 2 
I cannot ſay. . 
D.: What day of the week 75 
A. Tueſday. 
Zi What month? 
| cannot ſay, - 


9, Try, 
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9 A you may by thinking a little? 


I cannot, 
2. Did you hear any thing. that offend] Fo | that ni net! ? 
7 Nothing at all. REST | 
„Hoy long did they fit? 
Till twelve o'clock, and ſome of them until one o'c!o: he , 
What did they converſe about? | 

7 They had papers of different kinds; Mr. Smith in Senegal 

uſed to bring papers of ſome kind. : 
Were they read? F 
I believe there was ſomething read by Mr. Smith. 

9. Did you become a member that night ? 

A. Les. 

2, Then you approveg, 1 ſuppole, of what you heard ? 

A. As ſoou as we got in the room we fat down, Mr. Smith 
asked immediately if I would become a member; he asked Mr. 
Whitehall; he read ſomething to me, but I did not pay any at- 
tention to what i it was, | 

7 Whitehall went out of curioſity too? Nb; | 

do not know what purpoſe he went for. 4 & . : 

2. When did /ou go next, afterwards ? „ 

Fi do not know whether I went next night or or no; Lane 
>. or three times; I attended ſeven times. 

Q. You very ſoon became a convert; you ſay that immedi- 
ately "pow Mr. Smith's ſtarting up you became a member, 78 

es. | 

9, Was Mr. Yorke there the ſecond time ? 4 

4. . Fo | | 

. Who was there the 3 time? 
Mr. Smith was there as delegate. 

9. Did not you, after you became a member, become ac- 
quainted wah the people there, by converſing with them, bys geo- 
ing there? 

* No, I ſpoke to Aſhley two or three times. | | 

3; (Then you became a member to propagate their doctrines? 

o. 
2. When you became a member you went for the purpoſe of 
becoming a ſpy ?. | 

A. After I was there I went as A ſpy. 

7 Did you wiſh a Reform in Parliament? 

I did not. 
. Then, if you did not wiſh for a Reform in Part ment, 
why did you become a member of that ſociety but for the pur- 
poſe of becoming a ſpy? 
A. When I became a member 1 did not know what they 


wers. | 
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9: Did not you know wer: were a ſociet Y for aka egg 
'Refoan i 5 ; 


A. Yes. | ey | 

Q. Did you wiſh Pa e Reform when you became * 
member, when you heard that paper cad the fl night 1 0 | 
you with a Parhamentary Reform, or any 4 alteration in the Hou 


of Commons, or in th. government in auy Wa 75 upon your 

oath? Look to thoſe gentlemen; ; upon your oath, when you 
joined that ſociety, did you with to have an alteration in the g- 
vernment, (The witneſs heſitated.) Cough it up; come, \nſw2r 
me that upon your oath, were yo acquainted with Mr, Dunn, 


of Manthefter? 


+ 
— 


A. No, I thought they „ 

2. I ſhould have thought you was, «Why do not you anſwer 
that queſtion, Sir, when you know there is he life of an indivi- 
dual ſtanding at the bar at ſtake? | 

A. I do not underſtand you, | | | 

2. I am ſorry for it. Did you wiſh Parliamentary Reform, 
or any alteration in the government, when you became a mem- 
ber of that ſociety ? * 

A. I never wiſhed any thing of the kind. | 

Then, upon your oath, why did you become a member of 
ſuch ſociety, if you wiſhed nothing of the kind? 
A. The reaſon of my becoming a member was, that when I 
went in Mr. Smith asked Whitehall if I would not be made a 
member ? I faid no, I had better not to-night ; but Mr. Smith 
urged him on, and then ſomebody got up, and read ſomething 
from a paper, I did not underſtand what he read ; they gave me 


afterwards what they read over, and a ticket. 


And then you read it * 
1 00 not know that 1 read it that night. 
2; Did you read it before you went there again? 
A. I did. | | 
Then of courſe as you cartied home the paper that was 
read to you at the ſociety, and going again afterwards, you muſt 
have approved of it before you went the ſecond time ?. 
A. No, I did not; I read it to two or three of my ns, 
and they were of the Tame opinion with myſelf. 
What is become of the paper? 
I. I left it at Mr. Dundas's office, 
. Then of courſe you went the ſecond time for the purpoſe 


of being an informer ? 


A. Yes, I did; I went to ſee what they were upon. 
©. Upon your oath, between the firſt and the ſecond time that 
you went to that ſociety, or before you went there ac 1 had you 


4. No, 


* 
E 1 Þ 


2. No. I has not. , | | 
4 8 beg: ou went of your own 1 free will, for the purpoſe of 
Lp ſervicdable to thY gu lic i in going there ? 
A. The ſecond time I did. 
4 Iben of courſe when you went there the ſecond time you 
5 pigtebdtel to be a friend, and 9 8 5 of what was 5 going on, and 
acted as a ſpy ? 
A. So ] have proved at laſt. 
Lou went there the ſecond time in 1 1 to be one? 
I went there in order to ſee what their IC plan, was; what was 
the real ground of it. 
. Did you take down any minutes upon oper ? 
7 No, they would not ſuffer it. 
' 2. You went the third time again? 
1 
9. Was it then Mr. Yorke talked of the pikes ? 
A. No, it was not. 
In the courſe of attending theſe ſeven times, uy met 
"= did not thcy * 
CTV 
2. That would extend for the courſe of two noni almoſt ? 
A. Yes. | 
V Of courſe you can tell what month it was in? 9 
. I cannot. It was in the year 1793. 
Was it winter or ſummer ! 
A. Towards the latter end of the year. 
9. How long before CSS think you ? 
A. I cannot ſay, 
. You can recollect pretty near; you know within ſeven 
weeks ? 
A. I recolle& the day that Yorke made a ſpeech ; how long 
it was before that I cannot ſay ; ; I attended twice after! had been 
with Mr. Dundas. | 
9. Pray, Sir, ſhould you know the perſons that you ſaw that 
attended this meeting at the end of this year ! 
A. I cquld not ſwear to them. | 
Did you know the countenances of the oats; were they 
| Re = the ſame people, or different people ? 
A. 1 hey were different people, be, came e from different di- 
" vihons, 
Qi. How many of the, people i in that room got up and ſhook 
hands with Mr. Yorke when he had ſtated what you have faid 
he ſtated about bloodſhed and arms? 
A, ] cannot ſay exactly; the room was as full as it could hold; 
upwards of ſixty, between that and a hund red, 


2 Where was that? eres + 
3E 1 „ 
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A At a coffee-houſe i in Shire-lane. 
9. And they all ſhook hands with Mr, Yorke in applauſe 
and approbation of what he had faid ?. Fe LE 
A. They « a... 
Was that when he wal golng to We ; was, Belgium 
the word he made uſe of ? 
A. It was Belgium or Belgiam, 1 never beard the name be- 
fore. 
Then 4 courſe that was the word he ks and he was 
going to head the French army? _ 
A. He ſaid he had received a letter from a friend of hs that 
D would be ripe by Chriſtmas. 
Mr. Alexander, you are a lover of your güne no 
4. merely? 
A. Nothing ei-. 
' 2, Nothing elie ; you had: no other reaſon for going a 
this ſociety? 
A. No other VO 
Then you went voluntarily? 
F' Voluntarily. 
3 Without having been employed or Aeſtred by ITY ? 
There were three of my friends 1 mentioned it to, ho 
ſaid they thought 1 ſhould do very right in giving the informa- 
tion. 
Who are they! 3 | 
A. Mr. Broughton, Mr. Briand, and Mrs. Greſwood, a 
widow woman in Leather-lane. | 
I How long have-you been in buſineſs for yourſelf ? 
Lam not in buſineſs for myſelf: I am not in a ſituation at 
preſent. 
2. I believe you are in a very Hog ſituation: what do 
you mean by not being in a ſituation ? 
4. Tam not in employment. 
. How long is it fince you was in eniployrent ? 
In May laſt. 
2 Where did you live ? 
In Moorfield, 
©. Where there ? 
A. At Mr. Killeby's, No. 14; Finſbury. PETR Moorkields ? 
What is Mr. Killeby ? 
He is a linen-draper, He was then, but he has ſince let is 
Mop to another. | 
I; How long did you live with Mr. Killeby ? 1 
Five months. 
Zi When was it you went to him! pe : 
1 went to him! in December, and left him in May. | 
2; 885 


1 

9, You came to him in December as 3 

„ „ 

2 Where did you live before that? 

At Mr. Faulding's, a linen-draper, nebenan. 

85 Did you live long there? 

I lived there almoſt two years. 
9. Since you left this Mr, 1 OM have yon. been coping 
908 any other buſineſs? | 

A. Yes, I have. 

. What ſort of buſinefs have you been applying "Ll ? 

A. For the fame, | 

It is a long time in this town, where TURE is ſo much 
| linen and calico, to be out of an. who have W 
plied to? 0 
A. To different 1 

9. Let us hear who they are? 

A. Twynam and James, in Holborn, 

P Who elſe? 

1 applied to another perſon who has juſt, l ſhop, 
Mr. Marley, in Holborn, and him [I agreed to live with, 
No. 320, facing Gray's-Inn-lane. | 

I How came you to leave him ? 

I was obliged to leave him in conſequence of attending 
here. 

3 — you have loſt your buſineſs by attending here? 

es. ; oY 
©. You are a very good patriot indeed ; fo for the good of 
| 5 ur country you gave wp your buſineſs with Mr, RS: ? 
4. Fei. 

. How much was he to give you ? | 

Pa Twenty-five pounds a year. 
9. How long ago is it ſince you entered into the * 
ment with him? 

4. It was ſome time before he opened his ſhop, I do not 
know when he opened his ſhop; 1 think he opened ſhop the 
22d of laſt month. | 

9. How long was it before he opened 1 that you entered 
into this agreement with him ? 5 | 

A. I cannot fay that. 

Q. I am really wy ſorry for that ; was it a 88 two 0 85 
or wu | | 

A. Conſiderably more than chat. 5 
. How long? 3 
T 1 believe it was the wap end of July or being of 
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that errand, after you had done this job? 
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9. When did you 20 to tell him that you could not go ori 
with this agreement? 

A. I told him the day after I had wap damm I had the 
ſubpoena laſt Tueſday fortnight. 
©. Who ſubpoened you t f 

A. Mr. Wood. 
2. And was you told it was neceſfary . ſhould give up 
your employment for that ? 5 | | 
A. No. 
O. Did you aſk whether you might live with this linen- 
| wy; and come when you was wanted? 
ff. No. 
Did you apply to the Solicitor of the A ag: and tell 
bim that you had entered into this . ; 
A. No. | | 
Then you give up your engagement totally becauſe you 
Was wanted half an hour at the Old Bailey? 
A.“ No other reaſon. 
©. Did you aſk Mr. Marley if he would. conſent to take you 
as his ſhopman, and allow you to come here to give evidence? 
A. No, I never did; I thought it would be ſuch a continu- 
nee: - 
©. Have you any den that Mr. Marley would have hindered 
you from obeying the King's writ ? Then you mean to tell the 
Fury, that having entered into an engagement with, Mr. Mar- 
ley to receive tweniy-five pcunds a year, you put yourſelf out 
of employ without aſking Mr, Marley, or the, attornies who 


A. Yes. 
Then how have you maintained yourſelf ſince you put 


yourlelf out of this employment? 
A, I only left him laſt Friday, I faid I was going out of 


2. Why did you ſpeak to Mr. Marley about going out of 
A. Becauſe expected to go down to Sheffield about Mr. 


Yorke, as ſoon as this was over, 
2. What made you is to go down about Mr. Yorke, 
after this is over ? : 
A,. I only ſurmifed it in my own imagination, | 
© Had any body elſe told you you was to be employed __ 


A. No. | 
. 2. Then what made you think you was to go down to Shef- 
rele} after Mr. Yorke ; look at the Jury; don't look fa much 
at me, I have ſeen enough of you, 
A, 1 was 


LE 07 1 


4. L was informed that he was expote to be tried the laſt 
Afſhzes in Yorke, . 
9, Who told you ſo? 
A, Mr. White. 3 
Lou told me before, you did not know . you) was to 80 #3 
down? | 
1 was only a ſurmiſe of my own mind, | 
2 Y "ou have not ſought out for any employment ſince? 
No, I have not. 
Where did you live before you lived with Mr. Killeby ? ? | 
With Mr. F aulding. 
9. Where did you live, Sir, before you lived with this Mr. 
Faulding ? 58 
4 At Mr. Smith's in Cheapſide. 
Ho long is that ago? | 43 
15 That is between four and five years 5 ago. | 
5 How long did you live with Mr. Smith in in Oele: 2 
Eighteen months, believe. 
3 And you left him five years ago? 
L left him and went in the country to ſee my fiene that 
were at the town of Fiſhford, fix miles from Saliſbury. 
* Who were your friends you wen to ſee there? f 
My aunt. | 
9. What is her name! 'S 
A. Alexander. | 
©, How long did you i flay with her? 
A. Eleven months. | 
©. When you had paid your MfeRionate reſpects to your anrit, 
what aid you do when you-came back, before you went to Mr. 
Faulding 7+ | 
A. I went from my aunt's to ö Mr. Faulding. 
That cannot be, becauſe it is five years ago? FF 
A. It is between four and five years ago. | 


When you had paid your affectionate reſpects to your 
aunt; where did you go next; you lived eighteen months with 
Mr. Smith; then you went to your aunt and ſtaid eleven. 
months; when you came back where did you live before 998 
went to Mr. Faulding's ? 

. He With another aunt in old Bedlam, the: other fide of Nie- + 
lag, #72 | 


. Her name is Alexander too, is it? 
. No, Simpſon. 
Q. How long was you there? 
A. 1 do not know, a conſiderable while. s 
©. A conſiderable while, that you know is a very vague 
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[ 408 1 
« It is impoſſible for me to ſay how long it oe - 
From the time you came back from your aunt in the coun. 


: * did u live with your aunt in Old Bedlam till the time you 


went to Mr, F aulding $3 try and recollect the time that you came 
back from yaur aunt's in the country, I do not want to hurry 
ou! 

: A. I went to Mr. Smith's from the country, and then when 
IT left Mr. Smith I went to my aunt in Old Bedlam, and after 
that to Mr. Faulding, 

2. You have thrown me out now entirely; I am quite loſt 
I muſt take it down. How long is it fince you left Mr. Smith! ; 
do not hurry yourſelf, 

A. I do not know exactly about four or five years, © 

57 What did you leave Mr. Smith e ? 8 

We had ſome words. 

> What might the words be, think you? 

L cannot recollect. 

. New try; you have an excellent memory, you rephated 
the whole ſpeech the man made at the meeting, but you cannot 
remember the words between you and your maſter; try, I wiſh 
you would look at thoſe gentlemen, they are very good-looking 
men; look acroſs. 

Lord Pręſident Why do not you give an anſwer ? 

A. I do not remember the words. © | 

Mr. Erſkine. I do not ask you what you ſaid to your maſter 
and he ſaid to you, but what was the quarrel about, — you 
muſt have a ſtrange memory if you do not recollect, for a gen- 
tleman who is to repeat a whole ſpeech; now do recollect the 
nature of the quarrel between you and Mr. Smith. 

Mr. Aitorney General. This witneſs has not repeated 2 whole 
ſpeech of Mr. Yorke's. 

Ar. Erſkine, Will you be ſo good as to tell what you quar- 


- relled with Mr. Smith about ? 


Lord Preſident. Give him fair play, that is all. Do you re- 


collect, or do you not recollect; if you do, you are l o 


tell it? 
> Mr. Eyſtins. There is fair play on both ſides, Do you or 
do you not recollect what was tie cauſe of the quarrel you had 
with your maſter ? 

A. Some words that happened between the ſhopinan and me, 
and that cauſed words between me and my ane and than we 


parted. 


What was the nature of the quand (now you 0 „ you 
begin to recollect it that — between Jou and 4 Wa fhop- 


un! 
4. We 


( 499 9) 


A. We had words, and he becallel me A was hot as It 
as he; we called one another fools; I do not xn) whether we 
did ſtrike one another, and my maſter turned me Wr | ' 

9. What was bis name? 1 2 hovb ig 

A. Williams. 

. What was his Chriſtian name * i . 

Wy I do not recollect: He of : 


Have you ſeen Mr. Smith fnce you parte with him? 
. Yes, once. „ 0 


. You told me you went to your aunt's At Lin Sturaing | 
from Mr. Smith ? c uin aff 

A. Yes, and from maar to Mr. Faulding's. \ 
SD. You are ſure, Sir; that this I 15 175 thar + ou 

heard all this about the pikes? | 

A. . 4 

. What did you hear at the third meeting! 55 
I. I cannot ſay, I took no ee notice of any: thing 1 
| heard but that night; . | 

9. How long did you ſtay? 

A. Till between. eleven and twelen t 0 clock. 8 

9. What time did you go? 7 | 

A. About eight. 

9. Will you be fo good to tell us if you recllef any y thing 

that was faid at all that third night! F 3: 

A. I cannot recollect at all, 

D. So, that except that night, that Mr. Yorke wade a along 

ſpeech, you do not receilest a tyllable? ? 

A. No. 

V There were various things read over | 1 

f A. I do not know chat there was any thing read over that 
nig 8 | 7 

2, What buſineſs were they ** chat night 15 

A. I cannot ſay. | 

' 9. Were there ,any papers read; perhaps there were eme 
- means admitted ? 

A. I do not know for that night particularly, but they were 
ſitting there, and the books were kept open for the admiſſion of 
members till nine o' clock. 

9. But I take it for granted, there muſt have been a great 
deal ſaid and done, from eight or nine o'clock till eleven or 
twelve at night ; for you know you went there to wie 2 in 
order to inform: Do you recollect any thing at. al? 

A. I do not. 
2. e went the fourth night! 15 


"ke 


* 


4. 
LY What time of the evening did you go the Hens cate? 
3 F | L. And 


ao) 


WA I pose about the ſame time. e 
_ 2, And ſtaid, 108,908: went to collect information, till the 


| 1 meeting broke up? | 
1 7 - Ves, till they were all gone, 9 „ 
2. What was faid that night—not a able 28s FOI DOLAN 


Not that I recollect ; nothing at all. 


It | 9. You went the fifth night? 
fs Lee., 
_ D. About the ſame time? 
Fi F A. Yes. | 
|; 15 And ſtaid till it broke up ? 25 

15 . es. 

i. | . 9, And the firſt time you ſaw Mr. Yorke Wed, E | 

| q 0 11 - Yes, I think I ſaw Mr. Yorke there three times ; ; he 


came in with another perſon, he ſaid he had been in Newgate to 
ſee Mr. Froſt, and that he was to be pillored the next day, and 
he ſaid that he had ſome words with Mr. Kirby. _ 
. What did you hear ſaid about pikes by Mr. Yorke? 
It was not Mr. Yorke that mane about the Pikes. : 
©. It was not Mr. Yorke ? : 
> No, I believe he was not there the night the pikes were 
mentioned; there was a perſon from Sheffield ſaid, they could get 
pikes, made for ſixpence a- piece, and ſomebody ſaid, they thought 
it would do for them as well as. for the people of 50 154 
it was only living upon bread and cheeſe for one day; but 1 
remember hearing Mr., Vorke ſay, at another time, about arming 
themſelves with mop-ſticks while Mr. Froſt was, pillored. 
9. When was it Mr, Yorke made this ſpeech ; was it the 
ſeventh night? | t 
A. I cannot ſay. 


Tromas WHITEHORNE beer eee by Mr. Bowen. 


Were you at any time a member of the London Corre- 
ſponding Society? f p 
A. I was. „ 
V At what time did you : begin to be a member of it? 
I believe the fame evening with the laſt witneſs that was 
examined. 
2. About what time of the year, the beginning c or the end? 
A. Towards the latter end of the year. 
x What is your profefſion ? 1 
] am a ſhopman to a bookſeller. 
©. The firſt time you was there, was with the lat witaef, 
Fl Flap Bd 5 
A. Yes, it Was, ES 
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733 Do you know how Alexander came to go there! my 
I believe we went together. 

Were you both admitted the ſame night? : 

es. 

. How long did you continue a member ? 

. We paid for a quarter that evening; I was there about 
four or five times to the beſt of my knowledge. 

4 Did you ſee Mr. Yorke there at any of the times 2 
Only once, 
How long did you continue a member after the night 9 85 


ſaw Mr. Yorke there? 


A. I was not there above once or twice. 
by You quitted the . ? 
* 
* For what reaſon? . 
J quitted my ſituation, and jt was not w convenient for 
n 5 afterwards ; I do not know any other reaſon. 
. You remember Mr. Yorke being there? | 
T I do, perfectly. 
Was there a few, or a great many people i in the _ at 
that time? 
A. There might be n forty to ſixty people there. 
: Did Mr. Yorke diſtinguiſh himſelf that night; did heſay- 
any thing; did he appear as an ordinary member! 7 
He came in, and he ſeemed to be very well known, he 


made a long ſpeech; I left him ſpeaking, but I do not recollect 
any part of it; the room was nearly full. | 


©. When Mr. Yorke came, you can tell us, perhaps, if you 
do not remember the words of the ſpeech, whether it was 2 


moderate or a violent ſpeech ? 


A. He ſeemed to be ſpeaking very loud, but I was quite at 


the further end of the room from him. 


D. You cannot take on yourſelf to ſay any thing of the ſub-, 


ſtance of it ? 
4. No. I made no minutes, I could not perfectly ſwear to 


any ſentence. 
9, When you went there the very firſt night that the other 


- witneſs went with you ? 


A. I believe it to be the firſt night. A.» 
Do you recolle& before you went out of the room, whe- 
ther any thing was ſaid by Mr. Yorke of his intentions of go+. 
ing home, or going abroad, or any thing of that ſort ? 
A. I underſtood he was going abroad, and I believe he men- 
rioned that in his ſpeech, or whether 1 underſtood it from ſome- 
body in the room, I cannot be certain which, that he was about 
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[ 412 5 5 
©, Who did yy live with at the time you became a mem. 
ber of this club | | 
A. At Mr. Owen's i in Ke e | 
Þ Where did you live after that? 
At une Mr. Bagſter's in the Strang. 
A Do you recollect ſo much of the ſpeech. as to 0 cha 
wee it made upon · you at the time? | 
Ar. Erſkine, certainly object to that. | 
Lord Chief Fuſlice. Certainly it is a queſtion that ought not 
to be preſſed, for he ſays he nes not recollect any thing 
about 1t. . 
Ar. Bower, Whether you ever had any converſation with 
Mr. Alexander about what rs that night? _ | 
A. I ſaw him a morning or two after we were there, 2d I 7 
believe I might aſk him how long he ſtaid after L left the room, 
or ſomething to that purpoſe, 
8 2 You ſay you quitted the ſociety very ſoon. eh ? 
Very ſoon afterwards, I believe I was not there above 
four nights in all. | 
. What was the Treaſon. of your abſenting yourſelf | from 
the fociety? 
A. I left the ſituation. 1 was in to go to another part of the 
town. 


2. Had 75 any other reaſon ? | 
4 No, I had not; I lodged at another «par of the town, and 
had not time, if I had had the will; if I had remained i in the 


ſame ſituation I might have gone again. 
. Have * always ſaid th that that was your reaſon 5 5 recol- 
let yourſelf 
A. I did not fay any thing about it particular, it is a matter 
that I never thought to be queſtioned on, and erco I never 


thought about it. 8 
ky D. am, part of the room was you in; was you near u. 
orke ? . 


A. No, quite the reverſe. 
Lord Preſident. How long have you known that other man, 
Alexander, the laſt witneſs ? 
A. Some months, I cannot ſay how lo 
©. What was his ſituation when-you firſt knew him ? 
A. He was ina aar, 8 2 5 at the firſt of wy know- 
ledge of him. | 
Where! OP 
At Mr. F aulding? 0 upon Holborn ige. 
*GronGr Wip Dise ſwar—Examined by Mr, Bowsz, | 
©, You live at Sheffield? £4 
A. Tes. | 3 
8 2. What 


4 2 


. What are you? 
A barber and hair-dreſſer. 1 
2 Are you in any other employment ? 
Yes, a turner. . © 
Was you at e time a member of the Conſtitutional So- 


ä 3 at Sheffield ? 
. G 


9. At what time aid you ; become a | member—about tro 
years ago? © f | 
A. Above that time, 


* Were you at any time a delegate 75 1 
We were not ſeparated into diviſions at am time, we 


were all united, and uſed to meet at different houſes. 


On what occaſion did you become a delegate, or ho- 


long was it after you became a member, that you became 2 
delegate? | | 
A. L cannot ſay. 

S How many might you be at that time? 
Some hundreds. 
I Was the Fountain one of the houſes you met at? 
. | 
Y Do you ne at op time a meeting at the F oun= 
tain | 
"Fe 
I How many people might there be ? 
The firſt time I attended there were about 200, 
That is about two years ago? | 
Ves, and better. 
2 How long did you continue a member of that frokety'Þ 
About two years, or better. 
1 85 WO: you firſt remembered the ſociety, where did they 
meet! 
4. At that houſe; that was the beginning. 
©. Do you know a perſon of the name of Yorke ? 
P 
2, Do you know him by any other name ? 
A, No. 
V When did you firſt ſee Mr. Yorke ? 
About a twelvemonth ago, I believe. 
Where was it? 
A. Either at Mr. Gale's or Mr. Martin's, 1 inks! 
Q. Did you ever ſee him at any time afterwards at any of the 
meetings oft he Conſtitutional Sy 5 55 
A. Ves, ſeveral times. 


= Do you recollect at any time, whether Mr, Yorke took 
an 
4 He 


ive nn was chairman? 
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[44] 
A. He was generally. chairman when he was there. 1 
D. Was he often there? 
A. I have ſeen him at three different meetings as near as 1 
can recollect; I ſaw him at one mating in en-, 


When was that ? 
. I cannot ſpeak as to the time, but it was not long after 


the execution of the King of France. 


2: When did you ſee him again at any other meeting ? 
I ſaw him at another meeting at the ſign of the Barrel. 
Do you recollect about what time that was? 
4. I do not. 
Do you remember any thing particular at the time you 
. Nr. Y orke at that meeting, at the Barrel, in his conduct, or 


in his ſpeech ? 
A. He appeared to me to be rather in liquor at the time he 


was there. 


D. Do you romeniber ſeeing him a at any time after that at a 


meeting in the open air ? 


4. Yes, I ſaw him at the meeting on the Caſtle. bill. 
: The beginning of November laſt that was in . 
A. No, in April. | . 
What was done at that meeting! FR | 
. That was the meeting that that pamphlet. that you have 


been reading was proceeded upon. 


9. Was you there when any delegate was elected! F 

A. Ves, I have been there when delegates were elected. 
©. I mean the delegates to the Pooch Convention? ; 
4. Yes. 


D. When was that? | 
A. I cannot recolle& the time, near a twelvemonth 2805 1. 


| ſupp ole. 


1 Who was elected delegate ? 4 CEC 
A. Matthew Campbell Brown. . 

2. What was Brown)? 

A. He is an attorney by profeſſion. 

©. Wes he an attorney at that time? 

A. Yes, he was at that time, but tome rome time before e that 
he acted as a player, i 

Q. Did he go as a player? 

A. Yes, I believe he did. | | 

St Did you fee Mr. Yorke at any time this year, mot” | 

The fr I ſaw of him, was rather the latter end ao March, | 

or Se beginning of April. | vl. 557 

©. That was the firſt time? FO 

A. Yes, in this year. 


a Had you 1 an cpportiity of Ching Mr. Yorke! 4 
A, Yes 


t. 


4. Yes, I was employed as haider to him. 
©, Where did he live at that time) | . 

A. At one Mr. Cothorne's. 15 | 4 - 
D. Had you an opportunity when you was about Mr. Yorke, | 
to know what he was dping, whether he was willing wy; thing, 

or what he was about? 

A. I don't know particularly what . about? 

Q, Did you learn whether any addreſs, or any thing of that 
kind, that he had any ſhare in? 

* No, I cannor ſay that I did, 1 ſaw an addreſs afterwards 
that was ſaid to be wrote by him. 

Were you ever with Mr. Yorke when any | thing was 
ſaid about arms at any time? ; 

A. Ves, I was. 

2. What time was it, pray tell us what were the circum- 
ſtances that happened firſt reſpecting arms, when you have been 
with Mr. Yorke, and fix any time when it was? I 

A. I think it was ſome time in April. 

I Will you tell me what paſt ? - | 

I do not know what paſt between him and me, it! was the 
general talk of the town, when arms began firſt to be made, 
©, Can you recollet any e people you have heard 

him talking to about arms? | 3 

A. No, I cannot recollect. ve | 

2. Have you yourſelf had any converſation with Mr. raue, 
or had any inſtructions from him about arms ? 8 

A. Not from him, I made ſome myſelf. 

: Who did you make them for ? 

4 I made a dozen of pike ſhafts for Mr. Gale. 

Did Mr. Yorke kti6w you was making them? 
Ves. 

2. Did you tell Mr. Vorke, or how did he become firſt ac- - 
quainted with it? 

A. We ſpoke ſeveral times about it, I do not know whether 
he ſpoke to me firſt, or I ſpoke to him. I told him I was ma- 
ing ſome, and when I had one made I ſhewed it to him, and 
asked him if he thought that ſize would do for them, he ſaid he 
thought it would, 

4 How many did you make ? 

About a dozen, or a dozen and a half. 
What became of them: 
Mr. Wilkinſon took them. 
Did he ſeize them all ? 
] do not know, I have not been in my 12 ſince. 
2 Ya,” you only made that number 1 in the whole! ? 
es. . 15 


2 Pray, 


N 


9. Pray, had you any banyerſation with Mr. Yorke relpel 
ing the purpoſe for which theſe things had been made? 


A4. Not particularly with him, but with other people; I meant 


to have one in my own defence. 


2. Did Mr. Yorke ſay we thing to 5Su ab about a Refarm in 


Parliament ? ; i . th, 
A. Les. ; 


2. Did you at any ae learn fro him What he meant by 4 


Reform in Parliament? 
A. Ves, that it was for univerſal ſuffrage. 


Q: Be ſo good as to recollect how that converſation came bes f 


tween „ and him ? 
niverſal ſuffrage was what he propoſed, 


25 Did Mr. Yorke know from yourſelf what you er 


a Reform in Parliament? 


* * 


A. We always underſtood each our that we were al for un- 


verſal ſuffrage. DO . ST % 
I What do you mean by all! 155 | | - 
The ſociety. / 
2, Did you form Mr. Yorke that that was ; your meanj ing, 
that * was what you underſtood by it ? 


A. I did not particularly at that time inform Mr. Vorke, 


this matter was agreed upon by all of us. 
In the converſations. that you had with Mr. Yorke, did 
u and he uniformly agree pray 

or did you diſagree in OE} 7 


A. We agreed till within a few weeks bee Mr. Yorke left 


Sheffield the laſt time, 


V You did not agree then; in what. did you ae with 
bim 


4. I diſagreed in reſpect of m5 fulſrage. 
S Did you tell Mr. Yorke fo? 

Yes. | 
I And what did he fay t to that? 

I told him when 1 went one morning to drefs him as 
| uſual, that I thought the plan of Reform we were upon . 
not do; ; and he asked me my motive, and I told him, I 
thought it would carry us too far; ſays he, I have ſtudied it 
ſome time, and ] have read various authors on the ſubject, and 
I do not ſee that any Reform can be of ſervice to the nation ex- 
cept that. Very wel', ſays I, ſo far you and I differ in opinion, 
J will no longer ende my name to univerſal ſuffrage; very 


what he meant by a Reform, 


Wall, 2 he, then you muſt give it up; and we had no more 


converſation on the tubject, 
: Nad you any more converſation after that ? 
A. Not after that. 
©. After mat _ had not the fame Kind of communication? 
| A, No, 


„ 
- of, Was 1 had not. 
How long was this before Mr. Yorke iel Sheffield 3 ? 
A. About three weeks before. 
©. Do you remember the meeting in the month of May in 
Shetheld, in-the open air? | 
A. Ves. | 
9, Were you preſent at the time of that meeting | ? 
A. Yes. 
9. Was Mr. Yorke GEE? 
A. Yes, he was. 
9, Did Mr. Yorke make a wech there? 
A. Yes, he ſpoke to a conſiderable large company. 
Did you hear any part of his ſpeech ? 
A. Yes, I heard a good deal of it. 
O. After that meeting did you go to fee Mr, Gale at all! ? 
A. Yes, I ſaw Mr. Gale after that. | 
Had you any converſation with Mr. Gale or Mr. Yorke 
about theſe ſhafts you bad made, about N paid for them? 
A. Yes. : | 
2. Were you paid for them? 
, 
1 Who did Mr. Vorke bid you to appiy to for the payment? 
A. He did not ſay who I was to apply to, 
©. Did you make them hav fale ? 
A. Yes. | 
TO Did any perſon buy any. 


Q. You have been telling me you had only ſai private con- 
verſation with Mr. Yorke, but he had many other converſations 
that were not private with you; you have often heard him con- 
verſe with other perſons when you have. been preſent ? | 

A. Yes, I have, when I have been along with him 

2. What have you heard him fay on. this ſubject of arms at 
any time : who are the perſons you have ſeen him with : do you 
know Mr. Davidſon ? | 

of. Nesse, 

V Did you ever ſee him with bim! ? 

A. No. 


S. Have you ever heard Mr. Davidſon ſay any ching re- 
ſpecting arms? 

A. He was a Ali? of mine in the hair-dreſſing bulineſs, 
and we have ſpoke together about them ? 

D: Tell us what part Mr. Davidſon took ? : 

A. Mr. Davidſon did not give me to underſtand that there 
were any particular order given, only that the people in general 
began to call out for them; they thought they were in danger. 

Let: AY T bat 


1 
That Mr. Davidſon told you? 
„ | 
2 You know nothing yourſelf: you meant to keep one for 
your own defence ; that was what you under ſtood ? | 
4. Vet. | 
| Sy Had you any of the backs; as a delegate of this ſociety * ? 
Jes. 
They are nct TR I underſtand * ? 
1 No, I believe not. 
Gage GE W1ippisox—croſs-examined VE Mr. EFxexrin, 
You ſeem a decent ſort of N you was two years a 
— of that ſociety ? . 


fes. 

2. And till within four r of the time you have been 
eie of, you have been of the ſame opinion, J believe, with 
the reſt of the ſociety, for univerſal ſuffrage? ? EET | 

A. I was. 
Q. Was you a triend of your King? | 
A. Yes, undoubtedly, and the Queen both. 

As far as you could collect, from the converſation and 
e of thoſe that you were two years connected with, did 
they appear as ſuch my loved the King ? 

A. Yes, in general. 

D. As an honeſt man, would you have continued two years 
in that ſociety, if you conceived them as 21 not loving the 

4. No. 

. nes you did not think univerſal | ſurage were repugnant 
to the love of your King! ? 

A. No, not at that time, | 

Who was the people that you and your belety copied 
after; in your ideas of univerſal ſuffrage ! ? 

A. The plan we firſt went upon was the Duke of Richmond's 
plan of univerſal ſuffrage. 
©. Then you underſtood, and the ſociety underſtood, that 
what the Duke of Richmond had ſaid, was your plan; had you 
any of the publications of tne Duke's at that time? 
958 Mes. 
“Do you know of a letter to Colonel Sharman? 
"Y es, I do, 
2.5 No matter whether it is the Duke of Richmond's or not: 
was it ever read in the ſociety? 
A. I believe it has. 
©. Did you ever hear it read? 
I. Yes, ſeveral times; and I think once or twice in the 
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9. Was it — approved of? 

A. Yes, it was at the time we adopted it. 

O: Look at that (the Duke of Richmond's litter to Colonel 
Sharman ſhewn him), ſhould you recollect it if J ſhould read 
this part to you this, for inſtance—“ The ſubject of Parlia- 
mentary, Reform is that, which of all others, in my opinion, | 
moſt deſerves the attention of the public, as I conceive it would 
include every other advantage which a nation can wiſh; and I 
have no heſitation in ſaying, that from every conſideration which 
J have been able to give to this great queſtion, that for many 
Vears has- occupied my mind, and from every day's experience 
to the preſent hour, I am more and more convinced, that the 
reſtoring tue right of voting univerſally, to every man not inca- 
pacitated by nature for want of reaſon, or by law, for the com- 
miſſion of crimes, together with annual elections, is the only 
Reform that can be effectual and permanent,” — That is it, 


is it not? 

A. Yes: 

O. Now I ask you, upon you oath, as Oy as you underſtood 
(what paſſes in the heart of man you cannot tell), but as far as 
you underſtood from the converſation of the people with whom 
Fen aſſociated, did it appear to you, and did they expreſs chem- 
felves that this was their object ? | 

r | 

„Did it appear to you that there was any diſpoſition i in 
thoſe with whom you aſſociated to compel this by force of arms ? 

A. I never underſtood it fo. | 

Was it from any thing of that ſort that you left them, or 
95 ir that you thought univerſal ſuffrage was not fo good 
a plan: 

A. I did not think the people's minds were . for it. 

©. Do you think if the people's minds were prepared till, 
that that is the proper plan? 

A. I cannot fay, I did hope at firſt that it would be brought 
about without any confuſion, | 

Q. Was you a member at the time they ſent a delegate to tae 
Convention of Scotland ? | | 
A. Yes; I was at that time, and fome time afterwards. 

Did you think you was doing any harm when you con- 
ſented to the ſending of that delegate ? 

A. I did not content, but if I had I ſhould not conceive I 
was doing any harm; I was rather too late, or elſe 1 ſhould have 
given my conſent, | 

O2. What vas the Convention to do ? 


. I never underitood that they had any objec in view but 
16 2 drawing 
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drawing up an Addreſs to the Nation, and then an Addreſs to the 
Parliament, or ſome part of the government. 
Do you remember any thing that was ſaid about the expe- 

diency of petitioning Parliament, from private bodies of men ? 

A. i do not underſtand what you mean by private bodies of 
men; it is in public bodies that we talked of petitioning. i 

Lord Preſident. You are not to put the very queſtion into his 
mouth, even on a croſs- examination. 

Mr. Erikine. It has been uſual in croſs- examinations. 

Lord Preſident. Examine him fo as he may ſpeak his own 
words, 

Mr. Erstine. Was it ever expreſſed, or did you ather 


it from any thing that paſſed in your preſence in the ſociety, 


previous to the ſending, and at the time of ſending down the 
delegates to Scotland, did you ſuppoſe they were to aſſume the 
functions of Parliament, and be a Parliament? 
A. By no means. | 
Q. Did you ever underſtand, or from what you W from 
others that were connected with you ; did you ever underſtand 


that that was the conception of this plan? 


A. No, I never underſtood it ſo. 

Would you have been a pane to the plan if you thought 
it had been their plan ? 

A. I hope not. 

2. Do you conſider Hee and did you conſider them, to be 
people attached to their King, and, at the ſame time, to weir 
owa freedom ? | 
A. Moſt certainly. 3 

. You conſidered then and conſider ill, the major part of 


the ſociety as perſons attached to the King ? 


A. Yes, becauſe 1 look upon it that the preſervation of the 
King's, and the liberties of the ſubject, are inſeparable 3 that is 
the idea the people had of it. 

©. Are you ſpeaking now your own ſentiments? 

A. Yes, not only mine, but what I underſtood was the ſenti- 
ments of thoſe I was aſſociated with ; 1 always underſtood it in 
that light, 

. Was there any talk of arming for the purpoſe of 8 


the Jaws that are under his Majeſty's execution? 


A. No. ; 
Was there any hive faid in your ſociety about attacking 


the King's Majeſty and . down the men or altering the 


government ? 

„ NG | 
D. What was bid about arme, was ſaid publicly in the 
| at the time the hand- bill came out? 


A. I do 


U 42 I 


J. 1 don't know that, 1 never was preſent when arms were 
mentioned. 

2. When you made a | pike for yourſelf what did you make 

it od ee 

A. To defend welt if it ſhould be neceſſary, 

What made you collect about that time, that it was ne- 
ceſſary for you to haye arms for your defence ? 

A. Becauſe there was not ſo good an underſtanding between 
the two parties as there had been. 

9. Who do you mean by the two parties? | 

Pa Thoſe who were for univerſal ſuffrage, and the other; 
thoſe who oppoſed it. 

Had you any intention, when you made that pike, to de- 
fend yourſelf againſt the magiſtracy of the country? 
A. No, only againſt thoſe people who might come without 
any legal authority from the magiſtrates, | 
From what you know of the ſentiments of the other per- 
ſons in that 2 did it appear to vou that that was the general 
notion? 

A. I always underſtood it to be ſo; we * been often 
threatened in many companies that we have been in. 

O. Have you been threatened with perſonal violenee? 

A. Yes, in various companies; I have heard them remark, 
thoſe that were looked upon as ariſtocrats, ſaid, that if any inva- 
ſion ſhould take place in this country, in caſe- any thing was ta 
happen, that the firſt thing they would do would be to en 
their enemies at home firſt, and then join the French. 

. What anſwer did you make to that ? 

I Several times L have ſaid, I honed that was not the gene- 
ral opinion, if it was we fh- uld be under the neceſſity of _ 
_ paring for it, by arming ourſelves in gur defence. 

A Then you and thofe that you were affyctated with, were 
diſpoſed to the government and conſtitution of your country? = 

A. Ves. 

Q: Who did you ſay would make the 1 ? 

A. The ariftocratic part; they ſaid they would follow he 
example of the French, and make an attack upon our affo⸗ 
Clates. 

For any thing that you know paſſed in your ſociety; was 
has any thing ſaid againſt the Lords Houſe of Parliament? 

A. No, that very rarely formed any part of onr converfation, 
The only treatiſe I ſaw was written by Major Cartwright, 
who propoſed an alteration in the Houſe of Lords by filling them 
up by election, but I never underftood that there was any regu- 

lation formed with reſpect to the Houſe of Lords, 
| | Q: Now 
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9. Mens upon the whole, am I to 1 you, that you 
continue yourſelf to be attached to the King and conſtitution | ? 


A. Yes, both, 
©. You talk of Mr. Yorke; you ſay you ſaw Mr. Vorke 


: once when he was drunk ? 


A. No, he was not drunk, but he was not ſo ſober as I have 

| ſeen him, becauſe he is a very ſober man. 
Now, with the exception of that time, how did he con- 

dud himſelf at thoſe meetings with regard to converſation ? 

A. He generally conducted himſelf very well as to what I ſaw 
of him; he uſed to get a little warm in converſation now and 
then. | 

Mr. Bower. J obſerved that you ſaid, that in general 
thought people who were for annual parlament and univerſal 


ſuffrage were well affected to the King 88 laid you thought 


ſo in general! ? 


. es. 

D. You heard Mr. Yorke's ſpeech at Caſtle-hill; upon hear- 
ing that ſpeech did you think he was one of thoſe perſons who 
were well aitected to the King ? 5 

. I never had reaſon to believe otherwils, | | 
Did you ever know any thing of a communication be- 
tween Davidſon, and the ſociety in London, about arms? 

A. I never knew it till I ſaw a letter * in a newſ⸗ 
paper in May laſt. 

©. Was that publiſhed at Sheffield ? 

A. Yes, in a London :«wſpaper. 

©. Till that time you never knew there had been any com- 
munication with the London Correſponding Society about 
arms ? | 

A. Never. 

©. You never knew that they had any other object but to 
3 a meeting that ſhould petition Parliament, that was What 
you underſtood ? | | 

= Yes. 

A Was you . when the 1 of the Sheffield e 
were voted to Mr. Paine? 

A. Yes, I was a member. 

QD. Was you preſent when the vote was given! ? 

" = 

> Had you read Mr. Paine's books then! 5 

1 | 

Then I may take it that you are of opinion \ after reading 
thele books, that the thanks to this man were given by people 
who were well affected to the King and Conſtitution ? 


A. Yes. . 
Ar. 


1 43 1 


Mr. Bower, Very well, then 1 will trouble you with. ng 

more queſtions, | 
HENRY HILL ſworn—examined by Mr, Law, 

2: Where do you live! 

A. At Sheffield, 

9. What are you? 

J. A cutler, | 

9. Was you at any time a member of the Conſtitutional 

Society of that place? | | 

A. Ves, as ſoon as it was inſtituted, the ſecond or third night i 


of its meeting. 


I In what year ? 
In the year 1792, I believe March, T cannot be poſi 


tive. 

— How long did you continue a member of that ſociety ? 

A. Very near r twelve months. | | 

| Do you remember during the time you was a member 
of that ſociety, that ſociety being viſited by Mr. Yorke? 

A, Yes, once. 

Do you remember when that was? 

Z I think it was in the year 1792. 

0 9 you remember the meeting at the Catle-hill? | 

es. 
When was that ? | 
In April laſt, 1790 

S Do you remember the lecture on the faſt-day 4 
A. Ves. 7 

©. That was in February, 1794 | ? 

4. KES. 

2. Do you remember after that lecture had been given on 
the faſt day, any converſation about proparing arms in the 
town of Sheffield ? 

A. Not for ſome time after that. 

9. nt you remember a meeting of the 7th of April, 1794? 

A. Les. 

D. About that time was any Se prevalent in the 
| town about providing yourſelves with arms ? 

"a FO, 
2, Do you know a perſon of the name of Davidſon ? 
A. Yes. 
„What was he? 
A printer, he worked at Mr. Gale's, | | 
'S Mr. Yorke lodged at Mr. Gale's, did not he at one time? 
I cannot ſay that, : 
9. Had you about that time any application from Mr. Da- 


ride to make ſome blades for pikes, for him? 
| - Yes. 
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A. Yes. 
When was he's 


T In the beginning of April. 
9. Did he order any particular number? 


2 4 No. 


What orders did he give you reſpecting the making af 
thaw; and the ſize or number? 

A. As to ſize, he brought a bayonet to me to make a pat. 
tern by, I went and made one, and he approved of it. 

Q. Did Davidſon tell you where you was to get the iron; 


did you take it upon his account, or on your own account ? 


A. On his account. 

Who was to pay you for he workmanthip of it! ? 
Mr. Davidſon. | 
4 Whether the pike was prong by Mr. Davidſon or. 


A. He did approve of it. 

©. Did you carry that to Mr. en. s at any time : 

A. Yes. 

. Did you meet Mr. Xa ever at Mr. Camage's ? 

A. No, Mr. Davidion deſired me to go to Mr. Yorke. 

2. Did you go to him? 

A. Ves, we had very little to ſay; when I went to him he 
had juſt received an account of Mr. Walker's trial at Man - 
cheſter, and he was ſo overjoyed that he had very little to lay 
about the blade that I ſhewed him, not then, ; 

What was he ſo overjoyed about? 

Z Mr. Walker being cleared of that ind d went. 

O. Did you ever ſee him with one atterwards, properly 
mounted upon a fhaft in his hand ? | 

A. Yes. 

When was that? 
Some time after, perhaps a fortnight, or a week, 1 can- 
not ſay which. 

D. Did he make any obſervation on the 5 ſo prepared and 
mounted? ; 
A. He ſaid as little as poſuble, there were ſome girls there, 
and he pretended to give the girls a puſh with it. | 

„What orders had you ? 

7 When Davidſon firſt ordered me, I was to make them as 
faſt as found employment. 

To what number did you go on making ? 

A. To one hundred and twenty or thirty, or ſomewhere 
thereabouts. 

Did Mr. Davidſon pay you for them? 


4. He paid me for ſome. 5 
\ 0 55 


t 8 


9. Dia Davidſon take ous the w_ of that hutidred and 


Mirty? 
1 Ves. 


them? 


A. Sometimes I took them to my own lodgings, and ſome- 


times to William Camage's. 
2 And did you deliver them to Mr. Davidſon at Mr. Ca- 
 mape's? 
A. Yes, ſometimes, when he was there. 
2 What did he give you for the workmanſhip? 
Two-pence a-piece, _ 
. You ſaw Davidfon's letter to the priſoner at the bar? 
P Yes, I heard him read it. 
Q. Did he fay any thing that he expected any demand, any 


order from any other quarter, from London, or any other place 


for pikes of the ſame ſort. 


A. Les, that was what he card, that he did not know but 
there might be the ſame need of them in London as there was in 


Sheffiel. 

O. What did you underſtand to be the purpoſe that might 
make them neceſſary both in London and in Sheffield? 

A. To act on the defenſive in caſe they were attacked by an 


unlawful fet of men. 


'D. TY were ſent to the ſecretary of the Correſponding 


Society? 
| pg ® don't know to whom the letter was directed. 
2 By whom did you expect to be attacked? 
By the oppoſite party that there is in Sheffield, 
* But who was to attack them in London ? 
I cannot ſay any thing about it; but 1 ſuppoſe that they 
might be attacked by the ſame ſort of people as in Sheffield. 
1 ; How ſoon after you had made theſe hundred and twenty 
pikes for Mr Davidſon, did he leave Sheffield? 
A. I think it was about the middle of May he went — 


but J cannot recollect rightly. | 
HENRY HILL crols examined by Mr. Gievs.. 


. You ſay you were a member of the Conſtitutional So- | 


85 oiety from the firſt time they came together 15 


A. Ves. 
. I ſuppoſe you would not have been a des of it if you 


had not ſuppoſed them to be faithful to the King! ? 


| 4. Moſt certainly not. 
©. Had you any views in becoming a member of this 5 


Ciety, _y intention of diſplacing the * from his throne ? 


3H A, I nevet 


Q. Where uſed you to carry them to hep you had made 
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A. I never had, I never heard a ſyllable of it in Sheffield. 

©. Do you ſuppoſe that was the idea of any of the members? 

A. No. I never heard them declare that it was, for any thing 
I ever ſaw by them, they appeared to be friendly to the King; 
I never ſaw any thing to make me to think to the contrary. 

©. What was the Reform they wiſhed to be brought about? 

A. A more equal repreſentation in the Commons Houle. of 
Parliament. - 5 255 | 

2. Whoſe plan of Reform in Parliament did they follow? 

A. They followed the Duke of Richmond's, as 1 underitood, 
there were a number of theſe letters diſtributed in Sheffield. 

L. Did you hear the members of the ſociety ſay they followed 
the Duke of Richmond's plan? | 


A. Yes, I have heard that ſpoken of ſeveral times in com- 
pany. 5 a 5 N 
Q. There were ſome pikes prepared at Sheffield, what was 
the reaſon of your preparing them ? | | 8 

A. By the oppoſite party uſing ſuch threats, even in the houſe 
where I lodge; they have come at the dead of the night and in- 
ſulted us when we have been in bed, and ſwore they would pull 
down the houſe and burn it, and calling us Jacobines and Le- 
vellers, and calling the houſe Jacobine-hall, becauſe the ſociety 
uſed ſometimes to meet there. | | - | 

©. And had you actual reaſon to apprehend danger? 

A. Yes, by their threats, they even ſhot into people's houſes, _ 
An armed ſet of people that makes a parade in the ftreet, one 
night ſhot under a perſon's door, as they were going home 
about twelve o'clock ; they were a ſet of people that procured 
arms and paraded the ſtreets in the dead of the night, they went 
and paraded the ſtreets when any great victory was gained. 

A. Was it this ſort of conduct and theſe threats that induce 
you firſt to prepare arms ? N 

A. No other reaſon in the world. | 

©. Had you, or any of the people of Sheffield, in view, the 
attacking the magiſtracy of the country in procuring theſe arms? 
A,. Far from it. | 0 | 

O. Where they meant merely for your own defence? 

A. Merely for ſelf-defence, for no other purpoſe that ever I 
knew of. 2 | F 

Mr. Law. Before you procured theſe pikes for your ſelf-de- 
fence, did it never occur to you to mention to Mr, Wilkin- 
ſon, the magiſtrate, or the other magiſtrate, that you were in 


5 ? 
A. No never to my knowledge. 


'2, Did you complain of the danger you were in to any one 
perſon you can name: ©; Oe . 
5 5 N A. No, 


427 J 
A. No, I do not know that there was any complaint to the 
magiſtrates or any other perſon. 
You have ſaid you were well affected to the King, and 
you hed no objection to the Houſe of Lords, and only to effect 
a Reform in the Commons Houſe of Parliament ; was you pre- 
ſent when a vote of thanks was voted Mr. Paine? 
A. Ido not know any thing about that; I was not preſent, 
D: Did you never hear of it? | 


A. No. y 
 RoserT Mooby „ by Mr. GarRow.. 


©, | believe mow was a joiner at Sheffield? 2 


4 "La - 
Was you a member of the Conſtitutional Society, as it 


is ited, at that place ? 


A. Yes, but I had not been a regular member more than a | 


year before | was apprehended 


Beſides the meeting of the ee had they any meets, 


ings called diſtrict meetings ? 


Les. | 
. Do you know a perſon of the name of Henry Yorke 7 


Z Yes, I have ſeen him at ſome of the public meetings. 
Did you ever ſee him acting at any of the meetings? 3 
A. He has acted as an orator in ſpeaking. 
I Did you ever ſee him act as chairman? 2 
Ves. | 
Q: You ſay you have ſeen him act ; as an orator, Vere 
did you ſee him? | 
A. At the Caſtle-Hill. 
How many perſons might have been preſent at that time, 
at the Caſtle-Hill? _ 
A. I ſuppoſe not fewer than ten thouſand, t 
9. Upon that occafion you heard Mr. Yorke peaking to 
the perſons aſſembled ? 
„ 6 
2. Was you near enough to hear and collect dine the 
ſubſtance of what he ſaid? 
-_ = No; LF wan at a diſtance, 
©, Did you ſtay till the buſineſs was concluded J 


A. . 
Qi. In what way did Mr. Yorke return from the meeting to 


his own apartment ? 


A. There was a coach brought for kim; and when he had | 


done, the horſes were taken outs and the populace drew him 
home, 


V Did you ſee: a perſon of the name of Camage in. 
21 2 as es, 


e 


[48 1 


A. Ves, he read ſome reſolutions which I afterwards ſaw 
publiſhed in the Sheffield paper. 1 5 f 5 | 
. Where theſe reſolutions printed by Mr, Gale? | 
A. Yes. , | | | 5 
2. Did Mr. Broomhead act as ſecretary to that meeting ? 
A. Yes. ; | ” : 
©: Did you, after that, ſee Mr. Camage upon a viſit to your 
by? 7 | \ | 
4. Ves, he was at my ſhop once or twice; he brought five 
or fix pike blades, and deſired me to make three dozen of 
handles. e ; | | 
9. Who came with him? 
A. I cannot ſay who it was, there was a perſon with him. 
9. How many blades might Camage bring to your ſhop in 
the whole, to put into handles? | 1 
A. Three dozen ſhafts ordered, and there were blades brought 
for them. 10 . | | 
Qi. Did you learn from Mr. Camage what the purpoſe was 
for which theſe pikes were to be made ? N | | 
A. No. =D ; „ e 
| © Did you know in the ſociety who were the perſons: that 
were to furniſh the pikes to the ſociety ? | . 
A. I never knew who they were for; I underſtood that Mr. 
Davidſon was to take them from me, fo that I was to have ready 
money as I did my work, | | 5 
©. Did you learn from any members of the ſociety, for what 
purpoſe theſe pikes were to be made ? „ 
A. I underſtood, from what I could collect, that they were 
for ſelf-defence. | | 5 
5 Againſt whom? | „55 
. Againſt perſons who might illegally attack them, for the 
oppoſite party; they met frequently in large bodies, and . theſe 
people ſaid we ſhould be diſperſed. 5 | | 
Who ſaid ſo? | | | | 
A. Many faid ſo of the oppoſite party, and how far they might 
get a juſtice of peace to give them authority; and, if t ey had 
_ an application to a magiſtrate, a little matter would have 
one it. | | 
| ©. There had been a rumour, you ſay, that the oppoſite 
party bad ſaid they would diſperſe 33 ' that they ſaid hits would 
apply to a magiſtrate, that a little matter would do it, and on 
_ mo were to be made uſe of in caſe of any ſuch attack ? 
. 5 . es. 0 . E WE X 
2. Now, Sir, do you recolle& any converſation about the 
this time, in any of your public meetings, with reſpect to any of 
the da goons that were in the neighbourhood of Sheffield? 
| | | A. I remember © 


— 


. 


dt wj. 
A. I remember ſo far it was ſaid that the.dragoons—— © 


9. Was it ſaid by Mr, Camage, or any of the members of 
She: ral: „ | 
Lord Preſident. Y ou heard that where, or by what people? 
Al. Some people in the town, I cannot ſay by who; it might 

be true, or it might be falſe. . 19 5 
Mr. Garrow. To which of theſe meetings did the conver- 
ſation apply; did it apply to the meeting at the Caſtle-hill? 
Lord Praſident. The object is to ſee at what meeting it paſt, 
Mr. Garrow. Previous to the meeting on Caſtle-hill, how - 
long had there been any converſation about dragoons: | 
A. I know of none before. | 
Q. Now, after the meeting on Caſtle-hill, did you hear from 
Mr. Camage, or any body elſe in_ the ſociety, any converſation 
relative to the dragoons in the neighbourhood of, Shetfield ? 
A. I do not know who I heard it of. . 
From Mr. Broomhead ? | 
. No. | | 
. From Mr. Davidſon ? 
. _ 
2. From Mr, Gale? | 
1 . 3 . 
O. Were the dragoons in the neighbourhood. of Sheffield? 
A. They were. „ 
Q. Did you at any time, at Mr. Camage's, ſee any leaden 
inſtrument, or model of an inſtrument? 
a 1; . 
O. What was it called? = | 
A. It was what was, called at the Privy-Council a night-cat ; 
it was there called a cat. e N 
O. What paſſed at the time that cat was ſhewn in Mr. 
Camage's ſhop ? | | 
A. It was lying in the window, and I took it up and asked 
what was the uſe of it, and he ſaid it was an inſtrument that was 
or might be made uſe of to throw in the: ſtreets, which would 
lay pointed upwards to prevent horſes travelling in the ſtreets. 
2. Did it ſeem to you that the inſtrument was well-enough 
calculated to anſwer that purpoſe ? ä | | 
A. I thought it might. | 
I 3 brow it any way it preſented a point? 
Ves. | | 
£ * Where was it that he ſtated ſuch an inſtrument had been 
uſed! | | 5 
A. He never told me any ſuch thing that it had been uſed. 
D: You ſaid it was an inſtrument that might or had been 
uſed to throw in the ſtreet to prevent horſes travelling along? 


A. Les. f 
2. Did 
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Did he name any town in the courſe of that converſation ? 
No. 
2. Who was Prelent beſides Camage, at the time that he 
preſented it to you ? | | 
A. Nobody. 
At any time when you was in Sage 5 hop, did you 
ever ſee any blades for pikes brought by any body ? 
A. Yes, I once faw a few, perhaps fix or eight. 
Did you ſee any pike complete at Mr. Camage's, at any 
time, like that at the other end of the Court—bring it? 
A. I never ſaw only thoſe that I made the ſhafts for. 
: 2. (It was brought forward ) Is that the ſort of inſtrument 
dt you made? 
. Yeo. | | 
©. What is the ſhaft made of! ? 
| A. Deal. 
That is not ſhod ? 
A. No. 
Nor loaded? 
No, nothing but the deal. 
Do you remember Mr. Davidſon making application to 
you reſpedting letters? 
A. Yes, I remember his asking me for a letter or two to be 
directed to me; I told him he might, 1 had no objection, but 
I never had any come to my hands. 
. That blade fits in at the top, or takes out occaſionally; 
does it not ? | 
A. No, it is faſt in; it faftens i in the hoop. | 
I do not know whether you know of Davidſon” s cor- 
reſpondence wan the London e Society, upon pike 
blades? 
A. No. | 
2. Bow long had Mr. Davidſon come from Leeds to 
Sheffield? 
A. ] ſuppoſe about two months, I had not known him longer, 3 
however. =_ 
RoBERT eb ed nenne by Mr. ERSKINE. 
9. If I underſtand you right, Mr. Davidſon had written 
ſome letter or letters, you knew nothing of them; but if any 
anſwers were to come to thoſe letters, they were to come to 
pour hands? 
A. Yes. | 
2. None ever came to your hands ? C 
Nee. 
9. How long were © you. 2 member of that ſociety? 
A. A year. 
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3 85 Do you remember the time the FR TO went? 


" What was this cat, a little thing or a large thing ? 
Z. The points were about an inch long, it might ſtand an 
inch and a half high, 
Z Was ever any made from that model that you know of? 
I never ſaw nor heard of any. 5 
5 Was this concealed or lying open 15 
Lying open in the ſhop. 
Q: Any body going there might have ſeen it? 
A. Yes, they might. x | 
. It was a model ? 
Tes. 


2. Did you ever hear of * order given to * any 


from it? 


. | 
py Did you ever ſee a real one in your life? 
No, never. 
Did you frequent the ſociety much? 
by Not till the year back, before I was brought away in 
_ cuſtody. 
Qi. During the time you was there, and till you was taken 
into cuſtody, was any thing ſaid in your preſence or hearing 
againſt the King ? 

A. I never heard any thing ſaid againſt him. 

Q. Was you yourſelf a friend to the Kang and Conſtitution as 
well as you underſtood it? | 
A. Yes, I believe him to be a good man; and it is a crime to 
do any thing againſt a good man, 
; Were the people with whom you aſſociated, decent well- 

behaved people? 
A. Yes, I always wiſhed to go into the company 50 thoſe 
who were better informed than myſelf, in order that I might get 
improved. | 

Q.: You ſay it was in the month of April that they firſt began 
to talk about theſe Pikes ? ? | 

4. Les, 
| . And it was in conſequence of thoſe threats FRA they were 
talked of ? | | 
A. XS | | | 

. Was there ever any thing ſaid about theſe pikes tl theſe | 
threats were uſed? OE 

A. I never made any before. 

And how many were made in all? 

P ; made two dozen, and nine or ten, | 

| ©. Do you know of any others? 


* ; 


4. Mr. 


* 


rr 
* 


. 1 
2 12 Wiadiſon made ſome handles; I underſtocd. 
ou had believed that they were to have been uſed for 


WG. 2 poſe of making a wicked attack on the government of 


the country, would you have been concerned in' making them? 
A. No, certainly I would not. 
Mr. Garroto. How early had you any apprehenſion of theſe 
attacks 1 | 
A. Within the courſe of a few' months before I was brought 
from the country. | 


D. This gentleman has aked you about your apprebenſions 


| of ill uſage; I want to ſee whether I apprehend you right: were 


any pikes made till Sheffield and its neighbourhood began to 
raiſe volunteer corps for the defence of the country Fn 
A. Theſe' were made before. 
2. How long before ? | | 
A. Two or three weeks, perhaps. 
D. You told me what you apprehended was, that a ma- 
giſtrate would lend his authority, upon a little matter, to diſ= |} 
perſe your meetings ? 


A. It might be that, or they might themſelves take upon 


themſelves to diſperſe us without the authority of the magiſtrate. 


HS. And bere, 7 the pikes were to be ufed ? 


A. If it was neceſſary. 


Nov, one thing more about this cat : ſuppoſe a number 
of theſe were to have been made, not of lead but of iron, and 


to have been thrown into the road, were 77 not moſt effectual 
inſtruments to prevent any cavalry acting? 


A. It appears ſo to me. 
oHN EDWARDS ſworn — examined 1 Min Mr. Ganzon, 
„What are you by buſineſs ? | | 
Z. A filverſmith. | 
Was you a member of the London Correſponding Society, 


as it is called 4 | 


A. Yes. 

Q. Do you know the moans at the my Mr. Hardy 135 

A. Ves. 

©. Did you know him in any character in the London Cot- 
reſponding Society ? | 

4. Yes, I bave known him as ſecretary to the London cor 


reſpond 550 Society. 


you at any time receive any direction from the pr 
wg at the bar to any perſon at Sheffield? | 
A. Yes, I did receive a direction. i 2 
To whom is that direction? "OV 
4 I cannot recollect the flame. 


YU Should you recollect the name if 1 was to Sm it ? 
EC: 5" ts & have 


S . 16a 


F. I have been told the name ſince J have been in cuſtody, 
but I cannot ſwear whether that was the name or not. | 
Now, Sir, at what time was that direction to ſome per- | 
fon at Sheffield furniſhed to you by Mr. Hardy? 
It think it was in the 8 of April, in the year 1 7 
"> For what purpoſe was that direction given to you by 
Hardy, and what was to be ſupplied in conſequence of it Nach 
Sheffield? 


A. I went one day to Mr. Hardy” s, to his houſe, and asked 


Mr. Hardy if he was going to ſend to Sheffield, if he-would in- 
cloſe a letter from me, or inform me of ſome perſon at Shef- 
field, who would forge the blades for pikes. 


9. Did the priſoner at the bar, in conſequence of ſome ap- 


plication, furniſh you. with a direction of any perſon at Sheffield ? 

A. Mr. Hardy read part of a letter to me, and gave me a 
direction to a perſon at Sheffield on a ſmall piece of paper? 

What Was the purport of that which he read to you 

AS part of the letter from Sheffield? 

A. I cannot recolle&.the purport of it at preſent. 

9. The ſubſtance of it! 

A. I underſtood that a plan had been. formed for forging 
blades for the people of Sheffield. 
This was upon your application to him for a direction to 
; ſame body at Sheffield to make blades for pikes? 
4. 2 
2. What did you do in conſequat of that? | 


A. I ſpoke to two or three members of the Correſponding 25 


Society, and Tunderſtood that there were ſeveral perſons that would 
wiſh to furniſh themſelves with ſuch things, and as ſuch T took it 
on myſelf to go to Mr. Hardy to know where I could get them, 


| z and who I could ſend to at Sheffield; and a meeting was to 


have taken place on Friday, the day before Mr. Hardy was ap- 
[ror at the Parrot in j Grey Arbor Court. in the, id | 
alley. 
. $7 or what purpoſe? 
Every body was to lay down his money that wiſhed to 
have them, and the blades were to be ſent from Sheffield to London. 
What ſum of money was to be laid down for thoſe who 
chil to have theſe blades ſent up from Sheffield! | 
A. One ſhilling each. | 0 
2. Was this communication with the priſoner mentioned at 
any - of the London mens Society? 
A. No. 
2. Was it mentioned to any diviſion ee 1 
A. No. 


2 What number did you _—_ to? 2 
31 A. Twenty- 


| A — e F 
8. Was you preſent at any time at No. 22 hs 
Yes, I think I was. 
8 Do you know a perſon of the name of ; Gollng? 7 


Yes, 
| Of the name oo Hillier 
| 4 Nes. i 

Baxter? 75 

Ves. 


2, What t diviſion v was . Baxter delegate for? | 
I do not know. 
9. Was he a delegate for any of the diviſions of the Lon- 
: Joi 3 — Society! ? | 
A. He was at one time. 
5 EY Was Spence likewiſe ? 
3 „. 
Was this plan of ſending to Shemeld FR blades bf pikes 
mentioned to any of thoſe ing 8 Pons” 
A. Yes, to Goſling, Baxter, Spence, and Hillier. 
Do you know that there was a place in the Borough, 
where they met on this ſubjet? — 
A. Yes, I heard at a meeting that there was a place where 
they met in the Borough, but where I 90 not e 
Df. For what purpoſe ? 
A. To learn their exerciſe. 
Wat exerciſe ? | 
The uſe of the muſket. © 
Was there any ſubſcription at that favs in the Borough 
where the uſe of the muſket was learned! ? 
A. I do not know. + 
D. Did you learn from any of the embed of the 1 
that there was ? | 
A. Never. 9 | 
. — you know a eber the n name cf bee 
on; +495. 
Godwin? FR gp SE on gr Tu 
„„ 5.605 e 3 
9. 5-6. oa they members of the Correponding Society * 
A. Ves, 
©, Did you learn from them, or either of them, hater 7 
there were any ſociety of that fort that you have mentioned 5 
A, I uncerſtood from Godwin, that there was ſuch a ſociety, 
but ] never was there. 
| 2; Lou earned from this man who is a member of the Lov 
5 125 ON 
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3 


don Correſponding Society, that there was a place in the Bo- 


rough, where they learnt the uſe of he muſket ? 
A. He told me fo. 


not! | 
A. No. 1 


9. Did you learn from him ar any 3 member of the Lon- 


don Correſponding W where that ſociety met ? 
9. Th know a place called Bandy-leg Walk? 
A. I have heard of it, but I don't know where it is. 

ber of the ociety, of any meeting held at Bandy-leg Walk ? 

2 5 know a perſon of the name of Franklow ? 


TL [ have heard of him ; he was a member of che e fame di- 


viſion J was. | 
Q. Do you know where Franklow lived? 
A. I have known ſince that. 
Mr. Erfeine. What is faid by Hillier, and Higgins, and 3 
I conceive is not evidence. 
Lord Chief Fuſlice. 1 take that point to have been determined 
by the majority of the Court. 
Mr. Garrow. Do you know of any aſſociation at Lambeth ? 
A,. I have heard of it. 
D. Did you hear of that from Franklow, or Ny other mem- 
es Correſponding Seciety ? 
A. I never faw Franklow till I was before the council. 
2. Did you hear from any member of that aſſociation ? _ 
| I remember there was ſomething ſaid of it ſoon after I 
went to the diviſion, but by whom I cannot tell. 
ge fo good as to ſtate to us what paſſed at that time? 
only heard that there was a meeting at Lambeth, which 
bore the name of The Lambeth Loyal Aſſociation ; that was all 1 


heard. 
| . Did you N at that or any other meeting of the fociery, 
of what number that meeting at Franklow's was compoſed ? 
A. I never knew how many compoſed it; I underſtood the 


number was to be ſixty when it was full. 
For what purpoſe did that aſſociation at Lambeth of 
F ranklow” s meet 7 
A. That I cannot tell, for I never was there. | 
. For what purpoſe was it ſtated at the London 8 
ing Society, at your diviſion of the ſociety that you met? _ 


= 


A. I never heard any thing of it in the {ring for what pur- 


poſe, 1 = Es 
. 3 n 1 2 bia 


S Did you learn from him whether he belonged. to it or 


. Did you hear from Higgins, Godwin, or any other mem- | 
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9: Did you never hear any thing from afiy x Pander ch 
Higgins or others of the London Correſponding Horny had 


arms ? 


A. I never heard any thing more than what I have Dated - 


Already. 
What was his aſſociation of Franklow” $ fors as ou 
| collected i in the diviſion? _ 
A. 1 could not tell, for n of the kind was ever men 
tioned. 
. Did you ever ws any body in the meeting of the Cor. 
f elf g Society ſay in what dreſs thoſe e who Attended 
Franklow's meeting met: | 
A. No, 1 did not hear. 
A Do you know 1 in what dreſs they met 1 what dreſs 8 
aſſumed ! 
A. In a blue coat and” red colar ; I think 1 ſaw Plow > Þ 
once in that dreis, in a blue coat, ted collar, white waiſtcoat 
and breeches, | 
| N In that dreſs you faw Franklow himſelf? 
Ves, once. 3 
Lord Preſident. When was it you ſaw him 1 dreſt 7 ? OE 

A. At the dinner at the Globe Tavern. 

Mr. Garrow. When was that dinner at the Globe Tavern? 

A. Upon the 20th of January. | 

S Was that the anniverſary « dinner! „ EY „ 

. : 

2. At that dinner F ranklow appeared in in 8 els Jou have 
mentioned? _ 

A. Les. | 3 | 

Do you know, Sir, of any meeting of any number of 
| perſons of the London Correſponding, Society at the Three : 

Tuns, Snow-Hill ? | 
A. The diviſion twenty-two uſed to meet there. 

9. Do you know of any propoſal in the Correſponding 8 
| eiety for inſtructing that diviſion, Twenty-two, at the Three 
Tuns, upou Snow-Hill, in the uſe of arms? | 

A. No, I cannot ſay I recolle& that. | 
2. Do you know of any meeting of any pier: of tos 
for that purpoſe, at the Three Tuns, to the MOORE) of ſixteen | 
or thereabouts? | | 
A Yes, I recollect there was one eas, | 

. Was you one ? 
I was. | 
2 . was the purpoſe $f: that meeting? | D 
| L had ſpoke to ſeveral members myſelf for that 2 
to meet there and form an aſſociation, like the Lambeth aſſocia- 
tion, if they thought proper, but no e would. 
| 2. Were | 


I % 
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| EN Were #boſe ſixteen” members of the Aviſion Twemy- 
two | 


A. I do not know wits diviſion they were members of, they : 
were of ſeveral diviſions I believe. 
When was it that diviſion e was held at the Three 
Tuns, Snow-Hill ? ö | 
A. I cannot recolle& what time. 
Was it before or after the anniverſary dinner? 
A long while before that. 
2 In the London Correſponding Society, was there any com- 
mittee, which was called the ſecret committee, for the diſpatch 
of buſineſs? = | 5 
A. I underſtood theve was. 
55 Did you underſtand that in the ſociety. 
Yes. 
. Preſident . When the ſixteen people met what was done 
there | 
A. Nothing at all. 5 
Mr. Garrow, At that meeting were fixteen were preſent, 
what was propoſed by any body: 5 
„ only propoſed forming an aſſociation ſimilar to that of 
Franklow's, and no perſon there would join me. 

A Be fo good as to tell us in what way the ſecret. com- 
mittee. of the ſociety was choſen? 

Ai. T cannot tell how they were choſen, I only heard of i it in 

the diviſion. b 
Qi. Did you in che diviſion hear of the appointment of any 
ſecret committee which was afterwards diſſolved? 

A, Yes, this was the ſame ſecret committee which I heard 
mention of in the diviſion which was afterwards diſſolved, 

D. Was that fecret committee ſupplied by: any new com- 
mitree to take its place? 

A. Ves, I underſtood it was, that the committee that was 
diſſolved, I underſtood, had full powers to chooſe another. 

V What was the renten as ſtated in the diviſion meeting, 
for diſſolving 35 ſecret committee and giving full powers to 
chooſe another? | 

A. It was thought that ons perſon had given information of 
that committee having been choſen, 

Was that perſon ſo ſuſpected, a member of the foclery k. 3 
» Yes, he was a member of the general committee, 4 
9. W hat is his name ? = | 5. 
A. Lynam. $75. 


2, Y a ſuſpected that Lynam had given information, and . 


therefore the ſecret committee were diffolved—Did you erer 


know the i» pn who conſtituted that new committee? 
| A. 1 do 


/ 


„ L 
4 I 4⁰ not TICS whether I know all. 


2. Do you know a perſon of the name 805 f Job Marin an 


; attorney; was he one? 
Ves, he was. 


- 


2. Do at know a perſon ol 4. name & Toe. Was 
be one? . 1 | . 
r 8 


K 2 BY: : know a perſon of the name of Banter; : was 
£4 Do you nw a pr of the name K Moore: was. 
he one? | 


A. Yes. 
2. Do you know a 3 of the name of Hodgſon, or 


Moore? 
A One of them two it was, but 1 do not know which, | 
. You knew theſe two perſons Fn 
T Yes, I do. | 
One or other of them were a member of the ſecret 
committee? ts | | 
A. He was. Ds 
Where did this ſecret committee, as you have learnt ir nn" 
the meeting of the Correſponding Society, meet | RT bes 
A. I do not know. 
2. At what ſort of places did they meet; : did 997 meet at 
che ordinary places of we general meeting of the ſociety, or in 
private houſes ? 


A. I do not know; * L rather underſtood that they met at their 


own houſes, I was told that by a perſon not in the ſociety. 
9. What was the purpoſe for which tas ſecret committee 
was conſtituted? _ - = 
A. To receive any letters that were enk. 
And what were Mey to do with them when they had re- 
can them ? 
A. That was all left to them, and DOTY a ſecret from the | 


ſociety. - 
Did they communicate "crak onally to the ſociety any cor- 
reſpondence that was ſent to them? 

A. Yes, there were letters ſometimes read i in the diviſions. 
Was it left to them to uſe their diſcretion about Wen [ 
Ves, it was. 

75 Was you a dtoale 7 at any time of the ſociety ? * 

I was. EY 

D. In the character of a delegate was you a member 0 of the Wl 

general committee ? _ _—_ 

A. I attended the general committee about fix times. 998 


: ©. Do | 


= 


1 


£ ab 


9. Dol Ader you right, that the e 


committed to the ſecret committee, and left with them whether 


it ſhould be brought before the general committee, or the ſociety 
at large, at their - diſcretion ? ? 


A. It is impoſſible for me to anſwer that, becauſe It all re- 
mained with themſelves. _ 

9. Have you any reaſon to know that 3 found 
its way to the ſecret committee, which x never was communes 
to the ſociety at. large ? 

A. I cannot tell that. 


Where did the general committee of delegates meet? 
No. 3, Compton: ſtreet. 


bi Was you preſent at Compton-ſtreet ? | e a 


I attended there twice. 


Was it any part of the buſineſs of chat committee to 


WE.” the return of new members? 
4 Ves. 


. Did it happen at the meetings 7 attended, tha there i 


was always returns of members? 
A. I cannot ſay. 


2. From Compton-ſtreet were the 3 of che com- 


mitte transferred to another place? 
A. Ves, to Mr. Thelwall's, No. 2, Beaufort buildings. 


©. Do you recollect at the firſt meeting of the committee 
that you attended, any deputation attending to e from any 


other ſociety ? 
A. No, I cannot recollect that. 


4 Do you know from any thing that paſſed j in the com- 


mittee or the ſociety, that your ſociety was in aſſociation and 


correſpondence with the ſociety, called the Society for Conſti- 
tutional Information ? 


A. No, not at that time; I underſtood, at the Thurſday : 
night WN that a committee of correſpondence was ap- 
onſtitutional Society deputing five perſons to 


pointed, the 
attend a meeting of the Correſponding Society; this was on the 


firſt night. On the ſecond night, I found they had appointed 


ſix perſons, and there were on 5 five perſons of the Corre- 
ſponding Society choſe for the 
another to add to them, 


Q: Was you preſent at any time when a report was made by 


any of the members of the committee of conference to the 
W ſociety at large, or to the general committee? 
A. No, I was not. 


9. You know Mr, de and oro an Thelwal, IR ; 


Baxter, and Moßte ! 
A Ves. 


eputation, and then they choſe - 
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2 If they were not, who were the perſons that were deputed 
| from your ſociety to correſpond with the Conſtitutional ert 
5 A. I was not preſent when they were deputed. 
2. Do you recollect any debate with reſpect to yourſelf R 
the time when this buſineſs of the delegates 1 was: conſidered T. 
4. Ves, I recollect that. | 
Who were the perſons that took part in n that debate? - 
There were ſeveral” perſons that ſpoke, moſt of them 
acl to me at that time; Mr. Thelwall was one that ſpoke, 
Was Mr. Baxter one that ſpoke in that A 5 
He did at the committee, not at the diviſion. 5 
2 Do you remember being preſent at any — of the 
general committee, when a bufineſs reſpecting a rm of 
the name of Eaton was taken into conſideration ? 

A. I remember I was 3 when a medal was preſented, 
that had been ſtruck, to be given the jurymen who had ac- 
quitted him. | 

9. Were the medals to be preſented to any ober perſons, 

except the perſons who had acquitted him? 7 

4. I did not hear. 

Ti . Acquitted him, upon what occaſion? | 
BE ©! He was tried at the ber for a libel, And; was found not | 
guilty, 1 think. 
2. Do you remember any wing at a meeting at Chalk Fa om, 
in the neighbourhood. of this town? 
A. Yes. | 
2. What were the proceedings of the Getty; 0 far as hey 
came to your knowledge, preparatory to that meeting? 

A. I do not know, I was only appointed of the committee 
one night before that, and that was when the debate took place | 
reſpecting myſelf; I do not remember any thing elſe. Z 
| 2 Was you preſent at the meeting at dae Far arm yourſelf ? | 

F was there Fm, 
Where did you firſt 20 to? 8 
We went to Store- ſtreet firſt, PE Tortenham-court-roal. | 
And from thence to On place ? £3,991 | 
To Chalk Farm. N 
At what time did you arrive at Chalk Farm 7 | 
FP I cannot recollect what time it was; it was in the after · 
noon. 
| Was that Westin at Chalk Becks one ths had been 
appointed in | conſequence of nel pres. of the London Cor- 
reſponding Society? 
A. I do not know. - 70 . 
What paſſed when you came there : you went there as We 
| . from the London Correſponding e 9 
A 1 was a 1 at that time. 


2 


= ; {44 1 
9. Had Jour any card for your anne to Chalk bam! . 
A. Les. | 
9. Where did you procure ie? | 
A. From the committee of the e Soclety. 
9. When and where were they procured ? 
A. At the committee : of the eee, Society, at Comps 
ET!!! ùʃ | | | 
When? . 
The Thurſday night. 
33 What, preceding the meeting at Chalk Farm? 
. 
| > yn was the occaſion of your going to Store lie, 
at ü! 
A. I under ſtood chere was 2 room engaged at $tore-ſtreet,z 
t was advertiſed that the meeting was to be held there. 
XZ There you went with your ticket? . 


Ves. | 
„Then what led you to Chalk Farm! ? 


= 


a" on 


I underſtood that Juſtice Addington had been theres and 


a the man from letting them have the room. 
Then you went to Chalk Farm? | 
Paget 
bY What number of perſons might be eras at Chat 


4. I en upwards of two thouſand. | 
3 as there any ceremony upon your entrance there? 
A perſon Nase t the door juſt to take the —_ 
What place was it? 
A kind of trap-ball ground—a' Zicen befors a long room. 
2. Theſe tickets which the perſon. at the door was juſt to 
take, were what you had received at the committee of the Cor- 
reſponding Society, it 1 take you right? | 
A. Yes, they were. | | 
x What was done with the tickets when you came there! ; 
The tickets were torn in half, one was kept by the door- 
keeper, and the other half the perſon. that had it put in his hat. 
4 When you was admitted, tell us the proceedings that 


took place, and who were there, and what paſſed—did ya: find 


2 any perſons of the Correſponding Society? 3 
es, ſeveral perſons there. 
Any that you Knew, and that you have named ? 
Xe Moore, Hodgſen, and Thelwall. 
9, Was there any perſon who was called to, or who took 
thechair? RR 
A. Yes, 8 Lovett. 


3 1 L6 
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Ly" Coe more of the Correſponding Society with whom 
you was acquainted ? 
A. Richter was there, and moſt. of the members of the 


committee. 
Z Do you know Mr. Hardy? 
Yes. e 
Was he there ? | „ 
I do not know, becauſe I was 5 up in n the long g room all the 
time. | 

D. After you were admitted into the ground did any bedy 

take the chair? 
A. Mr. Lovett took the 8 ; 1 was lacked into the long 
room with ſome ladies a great part of the time. 
Did you hear What was read there, ſo as to give any ac- 
| count of it recollect what was faid ? 

A. No, I cannot. 

IJ Was you preſent afterwards at any mbcling 1 the ge- 
neral or any other committee of the London Corteſponding So- 
ciety in which the report of the proceedings at Chalk Farm was 
reported? 
| A. I do not recolle& that I was at any lt either of the | 

committee or the ſociety, becauſe moſt of the members heard it 


there, 
. Now, 975 do you know a place called Robin's 8 coe 


houſe, in Shire Lane? 
A. Ves. e | | 
. Was that a place at which meetings of any of the divi- 


Gone were held? 
A. Yes; diviſion No. twenty-nine,—I was a 8 of 


that diviſion. 

D. Be ſo good as fo look at this paper, and tell me whether 
you everuſaw any of that fort of paper diſtributed at Robin's 
coffee-houle, and if any of them were diſtributed by the perſons 

you have named? 

A. I have ſeen ſome, but not ſo large as that, and of a dif- 
ferent date. 

Q. Did it contain the ſame, the ſame e ? 

Mr. Ersine. I object to that queſtion z ; the witneſs is asked 
whether he ever ſaw that paper or any paper like it. 

Mr. Garrow, That is not the queſtion. The queſtion 1 

ut was, whether you did ever receive a paper of that at Ro» 
bin's coffee-houſe. 

A. Not at Robin's coffee-houſe, 


2. Did you ever receive one? 3 
A a Yes, 


B+ 


| 7 Ys: one, vie not 6 large as chis, and it was of a diffe- 
rent date; it was dated the 3oth of January. 
. Where did you receive that? 
Z From Mr. Baxtzr, but I forget where. 
It was not che ſame ſized paper 4 received from : tl 
Baxter? A 
A. No, it is not, by the ſame ſized paper. e | 
O. What is the date of that paper? | 
A. The firſt of April 1794. 
Q. Did you at any time from Baxter, a member of the Lon- 
don Correſponding Society, receive a paper of the ſame contents 
as that, except that the date was the j rag of January, upon the 
different ſized paper? 
e 
Mr. Ershine. What did you do with that 8 ? 
A. It was deſtroyed before I was taken into cuſtody. 
Ar. Erskine, I ſubmit to your Lordſhip, that ſuch queſ- 
tions ought not to be asked. 
Mr. Attorney General, It ſhall not be ſaid, when a paper is 
produced that your Lordſhips hold to be legal evidence; it 
{hall not be ſaid in this court, that the pape ris fabricated <0 the 
ſpies of thoſe who carry on the profecution. 
Lord Chief Fuſtice. I hope that was not ſaid. 
Io _ Attorney General. But it was my Lord, 7 my l 
rien 


. 
A 


ED The Clerk reads.) 
For the BENEFIT of JOHN BULL, 


At the FEDERATION THEATRE i in EQUALITY | 
On Thurſday, the zoth of January, 4971, 
| Will be performed, 
A NEW AND. ENTERTAINING FARCE CALLED 


LA GUILLOTINE; 
GEORGE's HEAD IN THE BASKET ! q 


Dramatis Perſonæ. 


NUM Px the Third, by Mr. GWELp, 
(Being the laſt time of his App ig in that Character.) 


Prince of Leeks, by Mr. GWELP, Junior. h 

Duke of Dice, by Mr. FREDDY, (from Oſnaburgh.) . 

Duke of Jordan, by Mr. William Henry FLOGGE R, 1 

i (from the Creolida Theatre. * | 1 
Uncle 
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© Uncle Toby, by Nr. RICHMOND,  -- I 
' Grand" Inquiſitor, Mr. Penſioner REEVES. . 
Don Quixote, Knight of the Dagger, Mr. Edmund CALUMNY. 
And Chancellor of the Exchequer, by Mr. Billy TAX- LIGHT, 

Municipal Officers, National Guards, &c. by Citizens | 
2 - XOF, NADIREHS, YREG, ENIKSRE, &c. 


Banditti, Aſſaſſins, Cut-Throats, and Wholeſale Dealers in Blood, 6 


2 5, 


by the EMPRESS of RUFFIANS, the EMPEROR of ARM. 


\ 


ANY, THING of PRUSSIA, PRINCE of 
S8. CASH-HELL, &. 
BETWEEN THE ACTS A NEW SONG CALLED, 


+ $264: 8 MORE, KILL THEM ! BY BOBADIL 
5 BRUNSWICK, 


TIGHT ROPE DANCING from the LAMP-POSTS,*. 


« By Meſſrs, CANTERBURY, YORK, DURHAM, &c. 
In the courſe of the Evening will be ſung in full Chorus, | 


"OA TRA. 


AND 
8 BOB SHAVE GREAT GEORGE OUR - 


THE WHOLE TO CONCLUDE WITH 


A GRAND DECAPITATION 
PLACEMEN, PENSIONERS. and GERMAN LEECHES. 


* * Admittance Three Pence each Perſon. 


Vi ive la Liberté] Vive la e F: 
French Faſhion. | 
Ar. Garrow. You received one of theſe papers of a diffe- 


! - 
* b - 


rent date? 


A. Les, the zoth of January, 4971. 
Q. At what time did you receive your paper ? 
A. I do not recollect what time, it is ſome time © ago. 
. Where ? | 
] cannot recollect where I received it. | 
e Mr. Baxter, about three months before January ? 
a es. 
9, Then it was delivered to you near three months before 
the thing was to take place ? 
A. I think it was near three months. 
Q: You have given us ſome account that you did! not t know 


what paſt at Chalk Farm. — After the meeting at Chalk Farm, 


did you go to Compton ſtreet on the evening of that day: 
A. Ves. / 


2. What was the place of Compton. ſtree—uhat con- 


1 Kerlen 1 that with the 9 2 


E : . A. k 


t 444 4} 
J It 1 was where- the di iſon wel to meet at . 
"Ys, 1 
Did you ſup ere? | go 
2140 id ST I Oe Wt ol 


4 How late did e „„ 
2 You! ate; I went ASE © about eleyen o'clock, 


o was there? 1 „„ f 
45 A great many. 5 VVV 
5 Were they FED, | IG 


I unde it ſo; they came from Chalk. F arm, : 
Was Mr, Thelwall there ? 
Ves, Mr. Thelwall W 


2 Did you, in any of 3 meetings of; 5 "5 oh or its 


committee, receive any information with reſpect to arming in 


any way, except that which cal have 5000 us RG FOR and | 


Franklow's aſſociation ? 
A. Never. | 
Zy Do you know a perſon of the name of Alhley 
Wh 
2. Was he a member of the ſociety 3 ? e 
bs He was. 7 
= Did you ever receive any information from Aſhley, of 
arming by pikes ? 
A. | never did. | | A 
Do you know a perſon of the name of 1 N 


F I have ſeen him two or three times, 


Q: Do you remember any meeting at the Crown and Anchor 


upon the 2d of May, in the Owe year ? 
| . 1 was there, 
In what manner was you admitted? 
I was admitted by a ticket. 
9. How came you by that ticket? 
A. Mr. Joyce made me a preſent of it. 
. By whoſe recommendation ? 
By Mr. Thelwall's : Mr. Thelwall alled him out of the 
room, and he gave me a ticket. 
| . What was that meeting ? 
The anniverſar 25 dinner of the Conſtitutional deer 2 
e 


5. You Was preſent at the dinner of the. Globe 9 
kei ? 


A. Yes. 


2. Do you remember any printed paper bein diſtributed 
that dinner, at the. Globe Tayern ? ? f oy 


A. After dinner, there was an addreſs again cond; that. had 
been read in the morning and diſtributed about. 


bend Where had that addreſs been read 1 in M morning ? 
| 4 


. 


2 
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| then 


[ 446 ] 
2M At the Globe Tart before dinner 25 | 
Was there any converſation at that dinner about wy 
troops; any Heſſian troops for inſtance ? | 


A. I do not recollect that. 
. Paſs that, and go to the dinner of the 2d of May, at . 


: Crown and Anchor: will you give us ſome account of that, 


how that feſtivity was conducted; but before I go to that, 
will ask you as to the dinner at the 'Globe Tavern; you do not 
recollect the circumſtance of any paper reſpecting Heſſian ep. ? 
A No. 

9. Do you vecollet: any paper that reſpected the different | 
parties in this country, the Ins and Outs? 

A. Not there; I ſaw one at the Three Tuns, Snow-bill, 

Lord Preſident. When was that? 

A. I do not recolle& when it was? 

0 Before or after the 20th of Jamey” ? 

I think it was after. | 

Ar. Garrew. You was not preſent at Robin 8 eoffer-houl 
when Mr. Yorke made his ſpeech * ? | | 

A. I was not. | 

I; Do you know a perſon of the name of Hodgſon? 

Mr. Hodgſon, the hatter, I know. 

2; Have you ever received any printed piper from him! F 

A, No, never. | | 

©. From him, or from Mr. Lovett ? ? 

A. No. 

D. From Mr. Hodſon, the re in Bell- Yard? 1229 

A. No, I never did. ; 

©. Have you been preſent at any time at Mr. Thelwalls 
lectures in Beaufort Buildings? 

. Noe 
9, Was it permitted for any body to take notes of his 


14 


lectures? 


A. I do not know. | | 
2. Was you ever preſent when any perſons were oy fo 
and were interrupted ? 
A. No, I never was. 
Be fo good as to ſtate to us what the price was to be laid 
down for theſe pikes? 
A. One ſhilling ; it was to be ſent to Sheffield for blades. 
. The blades were to be furniſhed from Sheffield—w hat 


A. Any perſon might have put a ſhaft to it that thought + 
proper. | : 


9. 3 ons a perſon of the name of e 5 : 
4. Les, 1 do. | —_— 
: 9. Do Wl 


[41 


2 Do you hn a perſon of the name of Hillier * 
„ 
9. Had you any converſation at any time, or any inftruNtion 
from Mr. Goſling on the ſubject of pikes? | 

A. No, none from Goſling. | | 
2. Had you any converſation with him upon that ſubj 
A. Goſling came to my father's houſe on the Nee ay that 


Mr. Hardy was taken into cuſtody, to know where the meeting 


for the pikes was to be held. 795 
3: What was the purport of that meeting | ? 
4. It was to put down the e for the N 
Where was it to be? 


4 


9. Did they come to you before {you knew Mr. Hardy: was 
apprehended, 

A. Ves, they came to me before I knew that Mr. Hardy was 
apprehended ; for while they were there, a perſon came to ten 
that circumſtance. £24 | 

7 What was to be furniſhed for the one ſhilling ? 
A blade. 
Nothing elſe? 
Nothing elſe. 
How were they to procure the ſhaft to make the pikes 
complete ? 
A. I do not know, they might get that where. they thought 
proper 4 | 
D. At that time, what ſort of wood were the hafts to be 
made of ? Ft 
A. Fir ones was recommended in rhe 5 Mg 
N. In conſequence of that recommendation were any others 
procured? 
A. I made one 9 99 
We ſaw one here juſt now, in which the blade was fixed 
to the ſhaft, was your's of that conſtruction ? . | 
A. No, it was made to ſcrew on. produces the handles) 75 
2. Is that the ſhaft of your's ? 
A. Yes, that is the ſhaft, only the, blade ſe rews in it at top. 
5 What is become of the blade ? | 
It was deſtroyed on the Wedneſday before I was taken 
into cuſtody, after I was informed that Mr. Hardy was co 
into cuſtody. 
. How happened that to be deſtroped—by » we adyice was 
it deſtroyed ? | | ES” 
| A. By 


Wi 4 


Vhy d — t | 
22 1 A afraid it would-be bund open s er 
DS. Beſides this play bill that we have had, do you brow of 
VL eſentations by magic Aae, or ther device uſed as 
cod m with that po | | 
3. Lad a magic lanthorn of my o; which 1 produced to 
. — Mr. Goſling. 
2. Any connexion between that due ee apparatus and | 
me ubjects of this trial? | 
t was · a magie lewbrR bel8tigivg to Monſicur Thovve- 
f hog with the deftruction of the Baſtile upon it, and the death of 
3 the gbvernor.. © . 
© 22 54 You ſaid 900 den a pern of the name 6f Hithier ? 


18 Do yo u TOP whether he had a pike? 

7 erſtood that he had. . | 
2. Was that of the lame conſtruQtion with yours; 6 r was it 

different! : 

A. Noz it was net. ef te fue couſtructio . | 
2 He was one of thoſe who was at your life the day Mr. 

Har WY was TG and to whom yo fhewed your pike! 


* you know where his pike had been ooaltructed 2. 

No. 
Jenn EBwWRAR Sg crofs- examined by Mr. Ebel: = 
8 How long, before you was apprehended, was you a mem! Wl 
F ver of the Correfponding Society? 5 
3 A. I became a lines of the Correſponding Society laft Jul = 
. twelve months. : 
: 0 You made a pike for les ; what trade are out” 1 
A filverſmith, = . We 

1 Wen was it you- made that? 

| | In March, 1794. F 
a 2. How long had you been 3 in | the fociety at the time yo 8 
KB made that pike F 5 | 3 


* he N IRE E's 
— 


1 | 4. Ever 2 ha July, 1793: fl. 
: For what purpoſe did you make it? 1 
| 14 I had heard a perſon Lf the name 4 Yorke who bad it 


mentioned in Robin's cofee«houlſe, after one of the diviſions | : 


3 broke up, that they had pikes ar dhetſield, and 1 made one after ET 
: 9, But why would that induce you to make one for yourſal : 
you muſt have had ſome motive for it?: F 
A. I underſtood fevers] of the members were providing them- FT: 
| {elves with arms, and I made it for that . 8 F 
jo . > For BE: 


/ 


1 3 TY 


r pole? E Wee go 0) ” 5 
ln caſe of any illegal diſperſion X PR mech 


you penn, r. Edwards, chat there had been r 
thtekts of 112 illeg it diſperſions at Skemeld'? >» 
_ 4. No, I Had oer ea of It, but ie G jon at the eite dhe 
Heffiati troops wers landed Wi che the conſent of Parliament. 
Had you any ihtentioft ts lake” ale of that pile as againſt 
the ae of the count! © 1.50 y nb. 
7 Not 4gainft the govefnmrent of the SBuntey een 
Lou had nd hot of the fort Shen _ went to N 
Han rdy' 's—what direction did you go for? 4 
At aſked Mr. Hardy if he Was going 60 lend to Sbe geld, 1 
11 17 there were ſeveral embers of the ſociety wiſhed to have . i 
= ” W a 
mY TI H 2d you-ſpoke to any members of eee who wants 
e | ' 


Nor before; 4k 
he after 25 be to bene 0 the menders ws 


hy Ia; © np rag 3 rin 

yoit undertkaad mem 69 bt wen for the fame ter 
an 77 jou vane them? LP por: 
Tander te ie a for che ume Fefe . e 

I From any 13 that paſſed between a 445 | ably er he - 
members at ths. London Correſponding Society, had you any = 
teaſon to believe that they wanted them for a rebelnion ag 
the government and e Hats the a OH ERR 
1 No, not for any legal people t chat might be fee to/diſerſs | 
{ em. | 

9. But if you were attacked Wot the hey or the ue 
rity of a h 2 MotgHt me had OT, defend | 
yourſelves? _ 

A. Tes. 

9. I believe in hf of * tat you Ades 71 W 
one of the diviſions, when there were ſixteen perſons Fre- 
ent T5; 

4. That was long betre 1 bad the direAion from Mr. 5 


Hardy. 
8 That was the reaſon of your ting thit propoſition ? 
. Becaufe there had been great 25 — mes to te | 
3 0 - the ſociety before er = oh | | 
ere any dppoition offered to ene e | 
4. There war ee ne the bene officers 
came in, and ſaid they wartet men for his Majeſty's ſervice. 
% Did you think in 1 your fon you were 2 7 | 
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it was ſo or not will not depend upon his apprebenſion, but if he 


* 


1 


"I Attorney- General. I bar ood to: that queſtion—i that 2 
Lan queſtion? We e 
Lord Preſident. * upon the croſs-examination * 2.Wit. | 
Hott, I think he may be asked whether he at the time apprehend- 
ed that the thing he was doing was lawful or unlawful, whether 


has done an illegal thing innocently, he en be we to that, 
and it may go to the general evidence. | | 
*; JS Fig At the very time that they CR in we were reading | 
the veſolutions of Mr. Pitt and 98 Duke a. Richmond at the | 
| Thatched Houſe Tavern. | 
Mr. Erſtine. I am really not an advocate for the. coulcienc | 
| 5 Mr, Pitt or the Duke of Richmond. | 
Mr. Attorney- l It is really 000 grave an occaſion for | 
Tuch, an-obſervation, 
Ar. Erſkine. It is 2 lard: upon me that I ſhould be eter. 4 
nally aſſailed by theſe gentlemen, when I alone. have the - 
task of extracting the truth from theſe witneſſes. 
Tord President. If you are improperly interrupted, 1 will cer- 
tainly interpoſe, but it is perfectly impoſſible that the buſineſs | 
can go on unleſs the gentlemen will exerciſe a mutual forbearance 
on both ſides. Vou are a little apt to break out, and I think 
there has been a little inclination ſometimes to oblerye. more 50 | 
it than the thing called for. 5 
Ar. Erskine. At the time that you were oppoſedi in this manner, 
were you doing any thing SON in "_ Ab and your 
own mind, was wrong ? . 5 1 
2 We were not. 
From any thing or you ſaw, and from any > Wes that 
heard from theſe perſons with whom you aſſociated, did you 
collect that they intended to make a dif 45 uſe of the e | 
| from that for which you had made your own?” = 
A. I did not. | 
. When you made this prop don to bare a "IM upon | 
ame plan as that of the Lambeth—what name did that al 
ſociation bear? | Tr 
A. It bore the name of the Loyal Lambeth Aforiatien. = 
9, If you had thought that this aſſociation at Lambeth wer 
a meeting of perſons, that meant to oppoſe the goverament an 
4 Ne. of the country, would you have belgnged: to it? 
0. 8 
Do you recollect the priſoner, Mr, Hardy, 6e an 
thing about that?! .. Lrmmoxa 8 
k 45 No, I as not, I never heard him 6 any thing of 4 
in | 


== Have you ſeen him ſeveral times at your diviſions ? M | 15 
| | | A. 1 <8 


Ut Wei Ie 5 INT (Lond l by | . 
ö iF, In what manner did he demmean himſelf: at theſe ndetine-P: 
In a very quiet non, 1 never bear bim ſpeak at my | 
divi iſfions, not once. 40 1 
Did he appear to be a man of: conbulett diſpoſition? (Re. 
No, quite a different character. 5 
Did you ever hear any expreſſions from him in the meeting 
that led you to ſuppoſe other wiſ ee? 
A. I never heard the priſoner make uſe of an improper e- 
preſſion ſince I have been in the ſociety. -- AD 
2. Did you ever hear Mr. wg wake any propoſition for 
arms or pikes? 
A. Never, 5 
"= Was you ever Jeatet het? any e of that ſort 
was made to him; and he aſſented to it, or encouraged it? . 
A. No, I never heard any thing mentioned but what was 
mentioned i in his hop, and there was nobody! there but him and 
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E. Die you tell him that you had cad a pike for « yourſelf + at 
ha dime? tee e 20 Shi" 2 
. e MY | on” 

Q. Did you tell him for what purpoſe you! had made i? 

A. No, 4 don't think I did. : 2 

©, He knew you as a member of the ſociety J 45 To * + 
% MDC 63 ͤ n FR: 3 : 


E. my his bill, upon what occaſion was it chat Baxter gave it 
to you ? 
A. Baxter had one er two that he gave to two or three perſons 
of the diviſion, No. 20, and I asked him for one. 2 
2. Why did TO. ak for a vgs that was perfedly-idiculous. 
and indecent?” 
Lord Chief Juliet. And 5 might alt; very infesp uz it 
ought not to be mentioned I am fure, erer TO ſtrong term 
of deteftatlen. Me 
Mr, Ershine. I am Kays your Lordbip cannot think that | & 
mean to be an advocate for a thing of that fort 3 it is i 
truly infamous. | U ye 
9. How came you to ask Mr. Baxter dot 1 „„ 
A. I faw it at a ns J 5 could not read hy and ed bim. | 
to get me one. 

Did you ever err, any think — from: any ee of: 
the lociety, more eſpecially from the priſoner, that leads you to 
conceive he would have approved of can fi ng of that nature * 5 

. No. 1 [9 n 23 35 21824 b 
V 9 7 you euer ber any expreſſion paſs in the courts oc ihe 
1 2 Ati. „ e hai DRE | 


- 5 


of 


Ic © 


4 452 1 N 
nie that would lead you to think they thought otherwiſe of 
the bill than his Lorhſhip has now ſaid? 
heard a perſon the fame night ſay it was an infamous bill 
ad ſaid it was too bad to be publiſhed. 
2 Was that bill cquntenaced 0 APE: membens of the $0- 
 Ciety? | 
"A 4 was only given to two or three. | 
ave you any reaſon to FO: * priſpr er ever ne any 
wk 1 that bill? | «aff 
| ot to my knowledge ? 
2 Do you believe he would haye engaurage! bill of that 
deſcription, or ſupported it ? 1 
A. I do not believe any ſuch thing. 
Mr. Carrot. With reſpect to this: PTR pin which was 
conſidered. ſo. by thoſe, w SRO it z Nd 7a eee it in a 
diviſion meeting? | 
A. Not at a diviſion. meeting. | 
. From a member of the London Correſponding Society? 
Ves, Mr. Baxter. 
Near three months before the te mentioned in it? 
Yes. 
2 Wich reſpegt 10 its abſundity, you: having ſeen, 00 or 
three — to e perſons, Jeu asked for ang ? 
A. ES. Large | 
2; That was mo preciſely e the fare bill that has veer pro- 
N to day? * 
A. No. | 
> This is a larger one, that fegen er 20 
of e this | is the felt of April ſubſeanent ? 1 00 


wy 


1 underſtand you right, you did not form any At for | 
ma till after you had heard from Mr. Vorke, that the So- 
ciety of Sheffield were preparing pikes for themſelves? 

A. I heard him ſay one night at the diviſion, from Mr. Yorke, 
that the people at Sheffield had got pikes. 4 
How came you, to go to Mr, Hardy far a direction for | 

Pike-blades ? 
A. Becauſe 1 underſtood. that Mr. Hardy: knew. the ſecretary; 5 
or ſame perſon. i ig Sheffield to whom.I-could fend, - | 

If I underſtand you right, the particular e upon 

| which. theſe pikes, were to to be made, was upon the landing of 
r trooas without the canſent.of Patliawent? 

A. Wo, L aid I. made it: juſt at the time the He fan troops 

* er Fange the conlent of ee | blo * | 

typi: to the landing of ebe. n * W . 

ot 


"i N 


4 1. 


A. Not in conſequence of their landidgs | 
. No gonnested with it: 
A. Nor connected with it? 5 | 

| ©. Before you made it, and at the time Mr. Yorke cm 
nicated that the people of - Sneffjeld had procured pikes, did you 
know that the Sheffield Society in cortefpondence with yours, 


had publiſhed, a reſolution, that the landing of Heſſian troops, 


a ferocious. and unprincipled horde of butchers, without eon 
ſent of Parliament, has an alarming appearance; and that the 


barracks now erected may be filled with them z. AF pie Fas 
3 4 to be an your guards, 5 


| 2 * ſoon, did; you bear of that ne from te Shef- 
field 8 


ociety? 
A. Not for bas time after ? 


„ i Ae 


LS 2 S247 


2. Upon your oath, was. JOU 80 com mas before Woh heard 


A. No, it was not. 
Upon your oath, will you venture to 67 you had b. 


to Shes before that communication from the. Sheffield Wach! | 


A. No, 1 had not. 
Tben 1 believe I am right in the way I took it, your 
| making of that was owing to the landing of Heſſian troops? 
o, it was about the time. 


Was it ſoon, after you, had heard of the ſpirited refolus | 


tions of the Sheffield ee on the cauſe of landing * 
troops when did you hear of theſe reſplutions.? 
4 Lſaw them. i 54 a book I purchaſed at Mr. Eaton's ſhop. 
po IH he a member of the London Correſponding Socjty ? 
es he Was. 


2 How long was ou in the ſociety, met in general meetings 
in the committee of elegates and ſecret committee, without the 


uſe of pikes, % fabrication of. any, aa e 5 the e of 


e tr 
a ſuppoſe: two years. 


_—- you met with any, TEE at aby time, cept 
by 7 two police offers you mentioned ? 
es, ſome police oſſicers came in once in Bunhill- Row. 


5 wy you. met with any interruption in your che 5e com- 


mic or ſegret cammittees, but by the officers 
Os -: - 
SAMUEL WILLIAMS deen amine by Mr. Bowe. | 
2, What is your profeſſion. 1 
A. A gungengtaver. 

4 e en the priſoner X the, bai "me Ha? | 


7 A 175 you know a perſon of te name of. F ranklow ? Fe 
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ku | TI 13 ; 
A. Yes. 
2. When did you fr meet lch Mr. Frantow, 1 you 
ever met with him at all? 
A. At his own houſe. Hh | 
> Did you ever ſee him at Me. Hardy's 3h 5 
No. 9 

Were Mr. A and F ranklow roger at 1925 time, 
5 Nr ſaw him? 1 

A . | 
O, Was Franklow a . of the 1 ; Corrſpliing 
| Society, or the Society for Conſtitutional Information? | 
A. He was a member of the London Correſponding” Society. 
3 Pad Franklow everapply to "wes to make A arms for him? 

es. . | 
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About what time?; 
1 cannot poſitively ay to the time. 
2, Wee ou a member of the London x Corrlponing 80. 
ciety . 1 | 
Fre C e Tos e 
Z From what inducement did you become a member! 0 
The firſt of it was, I ſaw an advertiſement in the daily 
paper, of the meeting of the Coreſponding Society, about the 
middle of laſt year; 1 ſaw an advertiſement in the Daily Ab- 
vertiſer, of. a general meeting of the ſociety to be held Zh the 
Strand, I ſaw likewiſe tickets for admiſſion were to be had of 
Thomas Hardy the ſecretary ; in econſequence of which I went 
to Mr. Hardy, No. q, Piccadilly, Mr. Hardy informed me it 
was not cuſtomary to deliver tickets to any who were not mem- 
bers of the ſociety, and we had fome further converſation, in 
which he ſaid ſomething reſpecting a Reform in Parliament. 
Do you mean to ſay, the ſubſtance of the converſation | 
was to ſtate what was the object of the ſociety ? 
A. Yes, that it was for a Reform in Parliament, he gave me 
an addreſs that the London Correſponding Society had publiſh- 
ed, and I gave him an order to make me a pair of ſhoes; I told 
him 1 was in a line of ſelling guns. I told him if he knew any 
perſon that wanted any ſuch thing, T would be glad if he would 
recommend me, he ſaid he did not know any ſuch perfon, but if 
he heard of any ſuch perſon, he would let me know. The next 
time T went to his houſe, he told me to bring a os yl the 
price, w_ I did, and he fold i it for me. | 
Ho ous your account or his? 
On my account. : F 
Ho long after you firſt aw him ad You 80 again 7 
It. might de a week or fortnight; I gave bim an order for | 


a pair of | hooks he told me to bring two. or three more , rig 
| . hic 
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which he ſold likewiſe, and one gun was in his 1 "Wc, was 
. never paid for. | wee 
255 your beneftt? | 1 0 * 1 ha; 


— 
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3 Vi you know a perſon, of the name of Spence? 
Yes, I ſaw him once. 
8 2 NE Spence a Sd of the, London Coriſoating 
»Societ 
= fs beet ſay, I never. had any conyerlation vis bin! in 
an life. ECV e 00. 
7 Where does he lie? 1 
In little Aae Holborn. en FN + 
. Upon what occaſion did you go 8 
. To ape perſons in the manual exerciſe. = 
4 At whoſe requeſt did you go to Spence s houſe 
At the requeſt of Mr. F ranklow. 15 i 
2. How many perſons did you ſee in Mr. 3 8 tote 
þ were allembled for the purpoſe of ens the manual ex- 
W ; . 
A. Four or five. 
2 Do you mean four or five in all the times you went? 
I ſaw fix or ſeven in all the times I went, _ 
28 Where did they exerciſe, in what part of the houſe 8 
Up ſtairs, in a one or two pair of "Hs a ſmall ng 


r SR ang 
1 — 0 
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Fr Backward or REY ? | 
A. I believe it was forward, but I cannot t be 4 
2 At what time of night was it you weak, to inſtruct theſe 
e in their manual exerciſe? _ 1 
wh Between eight and nine in the evening. * 
At what time in the year was this? 
” In the fall of the year, before Chris. 5 
It was of courſe dark then! a 
5 * you exerciſe them by ende lebt in the room? 2 
. 
I Where there any ſhutters to the windows, or curtains 33 
I believe there were curtains 
5 . there any daß elſe but yourſelf to exerciſe chem ? 
98 „ 
©. Did you teach them thei exerciſe ?, 
A. Yes, I did, 
2 What night i in the week was it chat vou uſed to meet ? 
. 1 believe it was of a Thurſday night. 
Who introduced I at at bel tot to the London Correſpond- 


in Society )? 
by 4. 1 told 


9 . 


| . 5 


ce 356 ] 
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4 11 1 6010 Mr. Hady 1 Woold be A Wh 1 TY 
of the London Correſponding Society, but 1 dich not how any 


rſon who would introduce me, and ied feveral perſons 
that I did not know, he ſaid he would propoſe Be we 1 went | 
by his propoſition,” and I became # et. 
. How ſoon did you become a member? 1 
7 1 cannot fay the ume. r 
3 Ho ſoon after your firſt ſeeing Mr Hardy N SY 9 5 
It might be a fortnight or three weeks, SER 
. Did mu know any thing of a "dy called me oj 
ociation? 
w_ No that was the afloriation cheſs beople 1 excheti . 


| longed to. 


Did- you ws o to Lambeth to Hertie en? 0 
Ie Fran low's houſe, No. f, China-Watk, Lam- 


eth. 
. How did you Had where Flankid u- houfe ws * 
DX When I went to Mr. Hardy's one night, Me. Mardy 


gave me Franklow's card. He ſaid he was going to rajſe ” 


aſſociation, and wanted ſome n to ſuppl! fa them with arms. 
| u had 


When v Was that ; how 42 introduced 
to Mr. Hardy? 


4. About fix weeks or two months. 


after you 


Þ * 


A. Ves. 
When did you 80 to Tansedl to Fenkpere beet 
Two or three nights after I was at Mr. Hardy's. 
9. Did you find the ſame. pope there that yo met at fr 
Spence? S or ene people? 5 
A. Different people. | 
2. What did you do when you went to Pra, 4 as to 


the people you met there? 


A They were reading over the articles of the Lambeth Aſſo- 


2 Wh it was not entirely. 

What was the name they gave themſelves? 

T The Loyal Lambeth Aflociation. . 

9. Who were the Lambeth inhabirants tat ' you kn of 


that aſſociation, Franklow. lived there 705 


I cannot ſay that I knew any. 4 
2, How often . artend there as the pur le of dit. 


eiplining thoſe men:! 


4. 1 cannot fay, Franklow diſciplined them at his own hou, 
Ds 


| happen to know whether the Lambeth ade. ” 
goo; was AR Lambeth inhabitants? „ 
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9, Do you happen to know how many there might be of the 
Lambeth Aﬀociation ? _ 


A. I do not know. | 
No you happen to know from Mr. Franklow, or them, 
whether he had applicd to any RHO for anbei to rate 
this aſſociation? | 


} 4 do not. 


Eleven. 
py By whoſe order? 
Mr. Franklow's. 
z Who paid you for them; * | 
Mr. Franklow paid me for ten. 
1 hury were beſides thoſe Mr. Hardy fold for Wb 
ES. 


4 Had you any intimation that more arms would be wanted. 


I How many Rea did you- your fol? 


for this aſſociation? 


A. There were to have been ſixty. 
2. Do 13 know for what purpoſe that Lambeth aſſociation 
was form | 
A. From the articles only, | | 
Look at theſe articles, and tell me if theſe are tho aucli 


of 15 aſſociation ? 


5; Yes, theſe are the Wiel 
Were theſe arms fuzees ? 
. A "hey were muskets, with ſteel bayonets and rammers 


1 com 3 


©, Theſe are the articles of the affociation ; 3 be fo good as 


read the preamble of them * 


(The Clerk rat ) 

- Rules, articles and regulations, to be obſerved by the mem- 
bers of the Loyal Lambeth Aﬀociation 3 London, pringed. 
for the ſociety : 

« Whereas the fear of invaſion and civil commetions has 
alarmed ſeveral of the inhabitants of this pariſh and its vicinity, 
we have thought proper to form ourſelves into a military aſſo- 
ciation, to be diſtinguiſhed by the name of the Loyal Lambeth 
Aſſociation, united for the defence of their lives and property, 
againſt all ſubverters and levellers whateycr.” 

. FP Spence's houſe was in Little Turnſtile, Holborn ? 
es. | 
. That was where part of them met? 
Ves, and part of them near the Borough, in Southwark, 

[2 Do you happen to know whether there was a ſingle 

on diſciplined either at Mr. Spence's or Mr. Fan 8, 

who was not a member of the London Correſponding Society; 5 

5 „ N | A. 1 can 


of 


*. 


11 


. 1 cannot ſay, I never made that enquiry. 

Mr. Ershine. I wiſh to have the articles read. 

Ar. Bower, I have no, objeQion, I am ſure, 
| (The Clerk reads.) 


ec This aMeation ſhall conſiſt of one captain, one . | 


one enſign, one ſerjeant, one major, ſixty. rank and Wes: two 
drummers and ſifers. 


«Every perſon propoſed and . ſhall bs nomi- 


nated a week previous to his introduction, &c.” | 


9. I fee this aſſociation is for the purpoſe of ſtepping forth 
in caſe of fire, commotions, or tumults, but not beyond the 
pariſh of Lambeth— Do you know that any of them lived | —= 
the pariſh of Lambeth, except Franklow ?. | | 

A. I knew ſome of them did not. 

How came Mr. Spence” > houſe to be heed upon for a 


place to exerciſe them ? 


A. I cannot tell no other than that they could not get any 
place elſe ; it was thought proper by Mr, Franklow, if the aſſo- 
Ciation filled faſt enough, to divide the aſſociation into ten divi- 
ſions ; one was to be at Mr. Spence” s, another at John Shel- 


merdine's, in Southwark, and others in different places, 


9. Had you, at any time that you was ſupplying arms te this 
ſociety, any converſation among them ng Parliamentary 
Reform ? | 

A. Yes, there was converſation paſſed between, them more 


| times than once, 


9, Will you tell us what the ſubjeAs of thoſe converſations 


were? 


A. 1 ally: cannot recollect, I never did minute any thing 
down. ; 
©. Tell us the ſubſtance of any converſation upon Par- 
liamentary Reform ? 

A. The converſation I could collect was, that if they dd not 


get a Reform in Parliament without, they would endeavour to 
get it by force of arms. 


Ar. Gibbs. I object to this, and the obj ection I have to 


make, is, as to what this man has heard Noch the Lambeth 
Society; for, unleſs they were members of the London Corre- 


ſponding Society, cannot be evidence againſt Mr, Hardy—l 
underſtand, that the Court have determined that any thing from 
the members of the Correſponding Society may be evidence 
againſt Mr. Hardy, but I do not kno that this now is evidence 
againit Mr. Hardy, when %e do not know they were members. 

Mr. Botber 1 underſtand you that Mr. men * 0s a 
direction to Mr. Franklow's? of 

A. Yes, he gave me F ranklow's cand. 


. >) '7 
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. In conſequence of chat, Jou's went to- F inklow? 5, where 
theſe perſons were? 
. 
Ar. Bowers. Then 1 ſabenit ! it can de ideen 
Lord Preſident. The evidence does not ſeem to go farther 
than in the courſe of trade; he buying ſhoes of Mr. Hardy, 
Mr. Hardy recommends Williams in the way of his buſineſs: it 
would be evidence againſt Mr. Hardy the moment you prove 
that the ſociety at Franklow's is in connection with Mr. Hardy 
and there is nothing that I can find, at prefent, that connects 
Franklow's tranſactions with Mr. Hardy, except as far they may 
be members of the Correſponding Society and it appears to me 
that the examination rather fails; for the witneſs does not un- 
dertake to know that any of theſe men were members of the 
London Correſponding Society. 
Q. Was Mr. Franklow a member aki the London Corre- 
ſponding Society | 1 
Ms e ; 
9. Was John Shelmerdine a member: of te London 8 
nne Society? 
Pb © 
* Do you know John Williamſon. J 
I know him, but whether he was a member or not I 
cannot ſay. | | 
2. Do you know James Davis ? 
A. I never ſaw him but once. 
Do you know if he was a member of the London Corre- 
reite Society? f 
A. I cannot take on me to os 
Lord Preſident. This aſſociation is undoubtedly an e 
formed by Franklow, and the trauſactions of that aſſociation 
might be let in. 
Alr. Solicitor General, It has been proved, that at thi dinner 
of the ſociety, upon the 20th of Aae he appeared in his 
regimentals. | 
Mr. Gibbs, He did ſo, but I will put the caſe to your FREY 
ſhip : I do not apprehend that if any gentleman who wears a 
particular uniform, had dined with your "Lordſhip that day, that 
your Lordſhip would be affected by any thing that that gentle 
man may have ſaid, or any in his ſociety; I' dare fay i might 
ſpeak of a gentlemas who did dine with your Lordſhip, but will 
it be ſaid that what he ſhall ſay, will be evidence againſt all thoſe | 
that attend at this meeting it ſeems to be an argument that 
cannot ſtand for a moment. 
Another way in which it has boos put, is, that becauſe Frank- 
Jaw was. a member of the London Correſponding Society, and, 
PEE. as becauſe 
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oauſe being a member of the London Correſponding Society, 
ae preſided at another ſociety, for a purpoſe that is not connected 
with the London Correſponding Society, therefore his deca- 
rations are evidence againſt Mr. Hardy; becauſe he is one of 
thoſe thouſands of which the London Correſponding Society 
conſiſts, every thing he ſays is to be evidence againſt Mr. Hardy. 
—It does not ſeem to me, upon any principle in law, that any 
ing which any of theſe men happening only to belong to a 
ſociety inſtituted by Franklow, that any of thoſe men ſo ſub- 
connected with the ſociety of which Mr. Hardy only happens to 
be a member, that the declaration of any of them can, upon 
oath, be evidence againſt Mr. Hardy, to prove that he has com- 
paſſed the King's death, or done acts which amount to that. 1 
ean ſee no principle upon which that can be contended. 
Mr. Bower. I can prove by a witneſs, that no perſons were to 
belong to this affociation who did not belong to the London 
Correſponding Society. | i ; 
Lord President. I am forry we have been ſo unfortunate as not 
to make ourſelves under ſtood at the bar: we underſtood. that 
there was a ſpecies of evidence which had no immediate relation 
to the priſoner, and that there was a ſpecies of evidence that had 
an immediate relation to the priſoner ; that ſome evidence being 
given of his having been 1avolved in the conſpiracy, all the 
tranſactions of that conſpiracy to which he is made a party, he | 
will be bound by if he is connected with the general plan, always 
with this referve, that there muſt be evidence againſt him to 
prove him ſo involved in the plot as to become reſponſible for all 
the parts of it; but there may be a doubt whether this particular 
caſe falls within the principle: the firſt thing to conſider here, 
is, whether there is any evidence of Franklow being a member 
of the London Correſponding Society. : 
Ir. Atterney- eng You were a member of the Corre= Bp 
ſponding Society? fr ET SE 1 
2. N. * EI ens | '' Bb 
2 Was Franklow a member of the Correſponding Society? 
Mr. Bower. Whether previous to your admiſſion to that 
ſociety, you had any converfation about the London Corre- 
ſponding Society, before mou were appointed to provide any arms 
A. I cannot recollect any particular converfation, 
< Was you admitted a member before you was employed? 
D. How happened you to be admitted'a member of the 
London Correfponding Society? | 3 9 
A. Mr. Hardy told me to meet a perſon, a young man, to 


LI 


20. with him to Yu diviſton, e . me and 
Mr. Hardy would ſecond it. | 
2. Balles you ſupplied the arms for the Lambeth Snaiaty, 12 
were you aſked if you was A een nen 
ſponding Society ? 
A. I do not recallect. pd 
D. Did Franklow know that you was a member? 
A. L have no reaſon to think he did not; 1 believe he did. 
22 Mr. e did know it ? 


„ Then tell us the ende of any await of the 
members of this ſociety reſpecting the purpoſes of — 
for Parliamentary Reform among themſelves: 7 

Mr. Gibbs. 1 object to that. 

Lord President. They have gone fo far as to prove _ 
| F ranklow was a member, and two or three others. 

Mr. Gibbs. It ſeems to me, it is not open to Mr. Bower to 
fix the priſoner at the bar with what he may fancy he has col- 
lected from converſation he has heard at this ſociety, without 
mentioning who thoſe perſons were, and from whom he heard , 
it; for how am I to contradict it. 
Mr. Bower, Do you recollect any of che perſons: from whom | 
you have heard ſuch converſation? _ 

Lord President. You ſaid, that from converſation. among 
them, you underſtood what they intended to do—what were 
thoſe converſations, and from whom did you hear them? 
. A. I really cannot name the perſons, I make no doubt but 

Mr. Nodder and Mr, Saunderſon might be r | 

Lord President, Who are they? 

Mr. Bower. I am going to call them now. 

Lord Prefilent. Are they members "IE | 

Mr. Bower. Ves, they are. 

2 Did you hear any thing from Fable about 0 Parlia- 
mentary Reform? | 

A. I cannot ſay particularly what he ſaid, but he was preſent 
I believe. 

FRE DERICK PotDoxe NoppEx faors-—oxamjued. by Mr. 


Bowen. 
2. were you a wenne of the Lambeth Loyal Aſſociation? 
A. No. e * : 
. You never was there at all : ? | 


. No. | 
2 2 you ever at Mr. Gpence's s in Turnſtile ? 


L | 2, Wa you over there when any of the Lambeth Loyal 
| R were there ? | 7 


4. I cannot / 


N 
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A. I cannot tell, for I do not know any perſons of that 
deſcription. ,,, os 0-7 
_GrorGE'SArNDRsoN ſworn—examined by Mr. Bower, 
2. Were you preſent at any mvcting of the Loyal Lambeth 
CTC 2 9347 | r | 
A. None of that deſcription that I know of. © 
2. (To Williams) Did you ever hear any converſation in the | 
_ Preſence of Franklow from the perſons that were at this afſo- | 
ciation ? C 7 a, Cores N 5 
A. Yes, I have, but I don't know by whom, 
Hr. Erſeine. I object to that queition. - © | 
Tord Chief Fuſtice. All that can affect FrankJow by general 
evidence, is certainly admiſſible. _ woof ENT LO 
Mr. Erſtine The cout has ruled, that where any member of 
the Correſponding or any other ſociety, with which they were 
connected, have faid any thing, or any member has done, would 
be evidence to prove the firſt branch of the conſpiracy, going 
in and building up evidence that will finally affect the priſoner, 
therefore | think it neceſſary for me to ſtate to your Lordſhip, 
what I take to be the cafe here. Mr. Bower ſtated that, which 
if he had proved, would have put an end to our objection, that 
all the members of the Loyal Lambeth Aſſociation were mem- 
bers of the London Correſponding Society, or if they were not, 
if the witneſs had ſaid that what paſſed came from a member 
would be admiſſible evidence; but your Lordſhip has truly ſaid, 
that Mr. Hardy does not ſeem more connected with Franklow, 
who is ſerjeant- major of this Aſſoeiation, except this man tak- 
ing ſhoes of Hardy, and Mr. Hardy recommending him to 
Franklow; it would be rather too much, and going beyond the 
rule, to ſtate that i heard ſo and fo in the preſence of Franklow, 
therefore it becomes an object of mere ſuſpicion, and more our 
duty to guard againſt it; the witneſs cannot ſpecify who, they 
are, but thinks they are all members, Non conſtat, that it was 
ſo ſaid by a member of the London Correſponding Society. | 
Lord President. The ground of the admiſſibility of the evi- 
denceis ſimply that Franklow is a member of the London Corref- - 
pohding Society; then, as a circumſtance: of the general con- 
ſpiracy, it is offered to he proved that Franklow had framed an 
aſſociation of armed men, to which they will impute a deſign 
connected with this alledged conſpiracy; whatever therefore will 
fix Franklow with that has been conſidered as proper evidence to 
the general charge, and the only queſtion therefore is whether 
laying, for à moment the caſe of the pxiſoner out of the queſtion, 
ſuppoſing Vir. Franklow ſtood at the bar, whether if he meant 
au aſſociation of this deſcription ? and whether there are con- 
verſations paſſing in his preſence from which, a bad deſign can be 
1 OD . imputed 


« 
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put ed to this aſl: xeiation, whether that is not admiffible evi- 
dence, as againſt him ſo far as he agrees to it; but it ſeems that 
what paſſes in the hearing ol a man having any fort of connec- 
tion wit! the priſoner, is evidence, 

2; Where was it that Nodder and Saunderſon were bee. 

ſent 

A. I never ſaw 165 only at Shelmerdine's and Spence! . 1 4. 

D. (To Modder) You are « member ue wg Long Correſ- 
a Society? | if» 

a 
Were you preſent at Shelmerdine' s, and at what dme, 
* the laſt witneſs was there, when the Perg were aſfembled 
for the purpoſe of being trained? 
A. | do not know that [ ever ſaw Williams bot at Inv 8. 

Q. Was that when Williams was cen ann their ma- 
nual exerciſe? „ 
EE It was. : | TRIS / 7 9 

Q. You was one of them ? Pio RIBS e Nene, 5 

4 I was. fy 

Lord President. Which forkebpes were you a Messer off 7 

A. The Correſponding ; I have my ticket. X 

QD. Do you happen to know whether the perſons that weed 
exerciſing there, were meinbers of the Correſponding San di 

A 1 don't know all, but ſome of them were there. 

The ticket read, « No. 35, London Correſponding Society, 

united for a Reform in Parliamentary Repreſentation—unite, 
perſevere, and be free. On the back, Frederick Mane er 
to Midſummer 10d. Samuel Hopper, 1794. 

Mr. Bower: I ee I cannot carry this farther,” | 
Tord President. The court decided that you: may go into e evis 
dence of converſation in the preſence of Mr. Franklow. | 

Mr. Bower. When Mr. Franklow was preſent, tell me now 
whether you recollect any converſation, or any part of a con- 
verſation, which reſpected the London Samen 15 
and the purpoſes of their aſſociating ? 

A. I really cannot recollect the Sonverſations. 

2 Can you revollect any part of them; "oy Ne with \them 
various times, and hearing their n JR | 

A. I ſaw there were ſome among them chat 1 took no Lien 
of, nor gave myſelf auy concern about them. 

When they met was the ſubject of Parliamentary Re- | 

Gam introduced as a ſubject of converſation at all? 1 
A. No, it was not generally introduced, but they would be 

9 privately talking to one another. X 
5 Where 15 Sabin ſo was F ranklow heard chem | ſc 25 
: Mr, 


\ 
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Mr. Mice . We don't know who they wore talking 


hs 41 N 1 think it is a fort of evidence, that you had 
better not preſs. | 

Mr, Bower.-They told! you chey ſhould want about ſixty muſ- 
kets, that you heard from Franklow ? 
A. Yes, from Mr. Franklow. 4 
N Did yow hear any thing, or had you an pus . 
my F — 15 hen or Mr. Hardy pon the mas arms of any 
other kind? | 

A. I was one night i in Mr. Hardy * hop when, a * there 

asked me how long— _ * | 

Was Mr. Hardy preſent ? 

Ves, he was a ſtranger, he asked me how long I could be 
in procuring a thouſand, guns, I told him 1 could not . of 
getting ſo many in the fituation I was, 

py What ſaid Mr. Hardy to it ? Sig, 
I don't know that he made any reply 
* Was any thing more faid? 

He ſaid there might be a. thouſand a week got. from Shef- 
field; I told him ſuch a thing might be, but I could not under- 
take any thing of the kind, and there, as far as I can olle, | 
Ke converſation dropped. 

GORE SAUNDERSON ſworn—examined by: Mr. Law. 
8 Where do you live? 78 | 
I live in Butcher-Row, Temple-Bar. ET 52 
8. Vou keep a public houſe? 37 6 
Ves, the Bunch of A 1 
1 you ever at Mr clmerdine 5 with 1. Williams 2 
| r. Nodder? 
DO: . ns 1 | 
W hat was the occa ur e 
A. To deeide a bet. ace _— 
E. Did you ſee any arms there? 
RE LS did they belong to? 
ho ey to 
| > T hey 7 to the armed dae, 
O. What is Shelmerdine tf - 
7 He is a hatter. | 
How many do you believe were there? 
I ſuppoſe there were about ſeven, or eight and of arms. 
Of how many perſons did this armed lociety conſiſt ? 775 
A ſuppoſe of about four or five and twent /. | 
a * Do you know whether all thoſe perions were members of 
the London Correſponding Society? 


4. Loud ſuppoſe al of them; for they objected to my being 
2 member 


” ig 8 
* 
* 
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2 


E 


. Fa vou after wards become lo? 


aſſociation ? 
A. About twenty-four or tent z fie, We did not all meet 


at Mr. Shelmerdine's, it was thaught dangerous, Mey ef met at 


another place, where they might with more _— 
ho had you to teach the military exerciſe f' 
” We did not exerciſe there. | 
. At the place to which you adjourned? | 
7 No, nor there. | REST 

To what houſe did you adjourn ? e ad Sanders i; 
To Worceſter-ftreet. | | I 
Was the perſon's name Day? 


. Yes, when we went to Day's we went up dc, I we were 


informed that there was a private committee who 120 fixed upon 
certain places where we were to exerciſe. 
Where does that committee fit? 
They ſat with the reſt at Day” GE 
2 Where were thoſe private places b 


One was at Spence” s, another was in a blackſmith s-ſhed 


in Weſtminſter. | 
Q. Did you aſſemble at any time at Aber of thoſe places i ? 


A. Yes, 1 went to Spence's firſt, and then to the ſhed in 


Weſtminſter z we met once or twice a week. 
2; For what number of weeks did you meet there? | 
I called ſeveral times but there was no one there; the 
11th of April was the firſt time I exerciſed, and ] continued 
going to Spence's and this ſhed; till the firſt of May. 
Who were the perſons that taught you ? 
” Franklow in general, or Williams, or Hall. 


What was the greateſt number you have met at either of 


theſe places you have mentioned ? 
A. I don't remember we ever met above fix. _ 
And you was there WE your err of exerciſe 3 
. 1 ä 
E 9. What was Hall 5 
4 I believe a ue 1 
Had he ſerved abroad? by 
* He had ſerved in the French army, is ſaid. . 
Mr. Erikine. You have not proved him a member? 
* Law. Yes, he is a member. 
. You was afterwards admitted? 
Yet -- | 
3 What was the reaſon that you went from Shelnierdine's ? 
| 3N | A, It 


- * 
e 


a . of his armed ſociety becauſe I was not a a member of 
BY the Lodon Correſponding Society. 929 


How many perſons have vou ſeen a rogether of this armed 


Ws 


A It was thought not ſo ſafe to exerciſe at t Shelmerdine' 4 he 
frequently changed his men, and the reaſon he gave was, that 
ſome of them might: not be ſtaunch to the cauſe, and therefare i it 
might be hazardous to meet in his houſe, 
; Chief Fuſtice. To what cauſe f 
A. If I may judge from the converſation, it was to obtain 4 
Parliamentary 19 at the point of the bayonet. | 
Mr. Law, The cauſe for which you. were aflpciating i ? 
* Yee, 
. You had articles of Wcialten!, 
＋ 1 never read the art. cies. | 
85 Did not they act upon the articles ? | 
L don't know, one of the articles was, that they ſhould 
| ſo much upon admiſſion, one half to provide arms, and the 
| 2 er half to defray the expences of the ſociety. 
0 Was you a member of the thirteenth diviſion at Robin's, 85 
coffee-honſe, Shire- lane? | 
A, Yes, I was received a member the ſame night as Mr. 
Nodder was. 

A Do you remember any members in the month,of May 
laſt, giving an account of the time when Mr. Pitt would pro- 
bably be at the Houſe of Commons? 

A. It was in the month of May, I don't recolle& the night, 
one of the members got up, and ſaid, V Mr. Pitt 8 

Was it at a meeting of the diviſion | 
A It was. 

Mr. Erskine. Which of the members! 

A. I don't know. | | 

Mr. Law, Was it a member of the diiifion'! 4 

N | 

Jury. Was this in Shire-lane ? 3 

A. Ves. | 

Ar. Law. What did this meter ſay ? . 

A. Citizens, Mr. Pitt will go over one of the bridges, bee 
which, at twelve o'clock at night. , 

Did he accompany that by any obſervation? _ 
There was a general clapping upon the table; and ſome 8 
members ſaid it was not proper to make any comments upon it. 

5 Was any thing further ſaid upon it ? | 

They mentioned the particular bridge, and what would: 
occaſion him to Ray till 9 N o' clock at night; J. think! it was 
Putney bridge. | 

SJ Was there any piece of news, or any thing that was 5 called | 
good news announced by one of the members? | 

A. Yes, there was ſome good nes. camethat night, it was * 

| defeat of part of the Britiſh army. | 
SH. = 7 Was 5 
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„5 Was that called good news? 
Ves, it was ſo underſtood, it was ſo deſcribed and an- 
nounced. 

2. Do you recollect any thing reſpecting one - the King 8 
 meliengers ? 2 

Ves, one of them ſaid he had the PERS to infornt the 
ſeclety, that one of the King's meſſengers had been killed in 
the country, _ 
: L Do you remember one Higgins ? 

: I remember his name, though I do not recalledt his 

perſon. 

"'9. Do you 3 any obſervation any member KEW 
concerning: his relations ? 

A. That if the meſſenger had been his own fon, or > bits own 
father, he ſhould have been bappy fi for him to have met the 
ſame fate. es LS 

3 Was it made by Higgins? 

I do not know. 
61 , Was any thing mentioned to the ſociety to be cautious of 
ies? 

A. Yes, frequently, for that in all ſocieties ſpies would 
Creep in. 


. . Do you remember any propoſition for ſubdividing the ; 


meetin s to meet in leſs numbers 
A. Yes, it was a propoſal to prevent our meeting at, public 
Houſes, that they ſhould be divided into tythes, that the nine 
others were to meet at the houſe * the tenth man, 
J Was that plan acceeded to? 
It was referred for future confidanaien 
2, Was there any a of any of the members of : the 
committee being a ſpy ? 
A. There was ſome one alluded to, but who it was I did 
not t KNOW. 
Was any thing ſaid what they MAT, do to ſpies ? 
A. One ſaid he would blow his brains out if he diſcovered 
TY ; 


9. You hada musket furniſhed you from one of thoſe people | 


that you learned your exerciſe of ho had you it rom ? 
had it from Mr. Williams. 
Fs That musket you have now, [ believe ? 
No, I have not. 
Geonck SAunDERSoN—croſs-examined by Mr. ien in 
. And ſoa member laid he would not care for Win any 
ſpy's brains out? 
. LES. 
2 Was you not a little afraid when you heard that 7 


3N 2 i a 


: 

1 
1 

f 
1 
þ 
1 

P 
: 
# 
7 


J ay 2 
9 - — oy 


33 mop" 
— 
— 
r — -— 2 - 3 
— 
- 
„E —ö? ũ᷑14 4 ET LE 


— 
LE —— 
. >= 
. WE . hu DIA ey 
— ns 4+) — - 
ho 2 


1 


* Ves, Un, 1093: 30147 H3 1611 991A VOY ag 
J Then you was a by? ? 5 ed RL in. 
| f Ves: , 04 16 & * ini f 3 5 1 
Z What is that paper you have in ot. hand? 1 1 
It is merely a memorandum of dates. 5 


At what time, and what place was it that e Was A 
re; x Fi at a defeat of the Britith"troops, 'and that a member 
| maid ne was hippy that one of the King's meſſengers had been 
| killed, and that if it had been his ſon or his father, he ſhould 
have been glad if he had met with the fame fate give me the 
date when that paſſed; you faid you had taken it What have 
you taken down, Mr. Spy? | 

A. When I was firſt 3 into the thirteenth diviſion 
it was on the 21ſt of April, on Fridax. 

Lord President. Theſe obſervations are more proper when you 
come to addreſs the Jury, 

Ar. Adee Guse Really chat is not the courſe of exa- 
mining witneſſes; I remember a caſe in which my Lord Holt 
made uſe of very ſtrong language, that obſervations of that bore, 
ought not to be made. 

Ar. Erskine. I am fure I ſhall always pay that attention to 
the court which is due from me; but I am not to be told by the 
Attorney-General how I am to examine a witneſs. © 

Ar. . General. T thought you had not heard his 
Lordſhip. | | 

Mr. E ee. I heard you though; which I ought not to 
have done. N 

2 When was it that you heard that converfation from whence 
you collected, that the Reform in Parliament, was to be carried 
at the point of the bayonet ? | 

4. That was mentioned i in the armed ſociety. 

Wen?; * | 

April 2d. at Mr. Day: 8. 

2 Where is Day's ? | 

In the Boevuk, near the Grove, a place called wor 
ceſter- ſtreet. | 

_ ©. How many perſons were preſent at that time ? 

A. Some were going up Rairs, and ſome were going away; 
there might be three or four, or five and ny 4 "i; not 
expect to be called upon as an evidence, | 

DV You did not ? „ | 125 5 

80 No. "Sil 

JLviſh to know froth you, whether ts Wieder en you 
wy ſtated, you collected it from one perſon, or Was it the 5 
general c converſation ? E | 
A. It ſeemed to be the general opinion, that 2 PartiathGdraty 
Reform could not be effected but a at tae point of the bayonet. 


+ 
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9. And you colleRted that it was their intention ſo to carry it 5 
e 
©. And you fancy this converſation was on the ſecond of of Aprt 
at this place? a1}, l e 45geq 3 
A. Les. KH enn 
2, What is it you ad bout a 9 R 
A. The reaſon I went was to decide a bet. 
2. Then you made yourſelf a member of the London Cor- | 
reſponding Society, and took theſe notes? 
J. Ves, after I had once (diſcovered that there was ſacks an 
armed aſſociation, I Raid to give notice to the Secretary. of State. 
Should you know any of Goole perigas * chat were 
at Bay 3 
# Yew | ſhould Ca two or es af them, 
I Should you know more of them? 
I do not know if I ſhould ; Mr. Hall was in the chair 
Mr. Franklow was there; I thisk Williams was there, but I 
am not certain to his perſon : not expecting to ſee any thing of 
the kind, I was much flurried and confuſed, | | 
_ EpwarD GosLIN G ſworn—examined by Mr, Garrow. 
2. Ha you been any time a member of the London Cort 
1 Society ? Als 
ecame à member on the 1 5th April, 1794. 
Did you become a member in conſequence of any com- 
milnications berween you and any magiſtrate of the country? 
A. I had not been poſitively directed to become a member 5 
the Society. 
Had you communicated with any magiſtrate of the coun- 
try deſore you became a member of the ſociety ? | | 
A. Not particularly reſpecting the London Correſponding 
Soci 
"Who was the perſon that firſt introduced 1 to the 
8 ſociety i ? | by. 
A. Mr. Hillier. | 
Did he make application to you, or your to db" firſt 7 
« I firſt went to Mr. W to enquire after a pation who | 
was a member. | 
2. What led you to go to Mr. Hillier ? . 
4 I was informed that a perſon I was enquiring after was 2 
member; upon ſeeing publications. of a ſeditious nature in his 
windows — | f 
. In what windows? 
A. In Mr. Hillier's, who fold ſmall pamphlets; I e it 
was likely that he was a member of the en and could mw 
me fome information. 


V7 dope nin Wk Ih, Fn 1 uw appileation 5 


2 


4 Se | 
| G 
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is Sometime in March, : 
por For v what purpoſe did you become a member of the 
rn | 


| When 1 Girl became „ I was unexpectedly pro- 
| W and on the day following 1 informed 1255 Win that 

I had done fo. 80 3 1 
\, Why did you attend the meeting? I 
7 diſcover whether, 0 had any ſerious intention of 3 


to Ur, Wickham 1 95 the 


armin 


RE © Ves. "a 
2. Was it with his aprbaton that you ente the 
meeting ? £ 
A. Ye. | 
2. Did you Spin dene to Mr, Wiekham, from fie ta 
time, ſuch fats as came to your knowledge? | 
A A. Yes. 

2. And you went for that expreſs ow of getting ;nfor- 
mation and eee „ 

e 
Well, Sir, when was you firſt inrodurad] 5 

On the 15th of April, 1794. | 
2 Of what diviſion did you become a member? 

Number Eleven, | 

9. Meeting at what place? 
| & Nor thampton-ſtreet, Clerkenwell, the ſign I M not re- 
collect; the man's name was Holt. 

. Did Mr. Hillier introduce pony 

Ves. | | 

What number of perſons. were preſent at that meeting * 
A. I cannot ſay exactly, about thirtz. 
* Did any thing material paſs at that meeting ? 

There were ſome converſation about the e : 
S Had the meeting at Chalk Farm then taken place ET 
My firſt introduction was the day after the meeting at We 

Chalk Farm. BY 
2. Be ſo good to ſtate what paſſed with reſpect tothe meeting = 
at Chalk Farm, in the converſation of that evening? 5 


4. I heard ſome perſons talking that there was to be a con- 7 
vention ; ; they thought it was neceflary to arm, to protect that Wil 
convention in the ſame manner as had been done in the;National Wl 


Convention of France Their minds appearing to be very much Wi 
heated at that time, from what had galfed at Wen Ng I did 
not much think of their being ſerious, ., 8 5 

7 Were * heated with liquor N N * 


( 41]. 5 
1 No, but with what: had paſſed at Chalk W 


QD. What was deſcribed as having pak there, that e ; 


heated their ſpirits? 1 th 


A. A number of reſolutions had pelled. 5 1 


. What was the nature of thoſe reſolutions? 5 
Feed one of them. 
Do.yo u recollect the tendency of n a0 fof * Sein 
TY were ſaid to have paſſed at Chalk Farm? 
A. I can remember fome circumſtances that occured at Chalk 
Farm, I was at Chalk Farm mytelf. 
State any circumſtances that occured at Chalk Fam? 
iP 4 There were a number of reſolutions read at Chalk F arm, 
which I cannot repeat, but one of them concluded, “That it 


[ 
\ 


brought Charles the Firſt to the block, and ſent James the Se- 


cond from his throne; and then one man gave a great ſhout, 
Richter had received a' letter from Sheffield, I think ; that a 


great number of perſons had met at Sheffield; that they were 


determined not to petition Parliameut any more 3 they ſaid a 
convention was intended to be called; and I think it was to be 


in ſix weeks, or a a ſhorter time, | cannot recollect Teen the 


words. 


2 On this man that you ſpoke of ſhoating, were were 


any obſervation made? 
A. There was ſome perſon ſaid that they thought holding 1 up 
their hands were ſufficient, and this man called out he ans to 
be heard to St. James's. 5 

4 Do you know of Mr. Thelwall ? 


4 was informed there was a perſon whoſe name was Thel- : 


he ſpoke ſeveral times. 
Do you recollect any particular expreſſions that honk yeh 
at the time? 
A. He faid ſomething that Mr. Dundas had attempted to 
bring the Scotch laws into ee that if he did they muſt 
repel force by force. 


Do you recollect what particular ſubje& of the Seorch | 


laws were ſpoken of at that time? 
A l believe they immediately referred to the perſons who had 
been tried in Scotland, and I think he ſaid in that infamous _ 
ever-to-be-deteſted Court of Juſticiary in Scotland. 
2 Rog you recollect the remainder of that ſentence ? - 
o. | 

Were there any reſolutions about printing any number of 

the Proceedings of that day? - _ 


A. It was ordered that a number, 8 1 cannot tell whether 


loo, ooo or e ſhould be printed, 


9. Which 


[4m 1 


9. Which was 1 on next meeting of the diviſ ion thut pu Was 
is 2 8 06 1 499 
2 On the Monday following bees at the meetin - another 
ene I was at the houſe of Mr. Wee diviton 16, and 
25, at a jack-maker's in Brick- lane. 
| 9; Did any thing particular paſs chere Oo yourtelles any 
— particular at that time 
Dy that Dr. Hodſon was doſed Pa lief 
7 Bid you go next day with Mr. e to re : Dr, : Hodon f 
Yes, I went to Newgate. F 
. Who was you introduced to there 55 A CA 
To Dr. Hodſon, Mr. Hillier was there. | 
.Was there any body elſe there?; - | 
Mr. Lloyd, Mr. e 4 F renchman, and Gen 


Williams from America. 
2. Tell us what the eee of the converſation was there, in 


- the SES of Mr. Hillier ?-. 
4 The principal „ was ; with Dr. Hodiay 5 he axked 


8 me if I had ſeen the new conſtitution; I told him that I was but 


2 young member, and I did not know any thing of it; and he 
Anformed me there was a very clever one coming out, that the 
ſociety was to be divided into ſmaller diviſions, for the conve- 
bo of the wy ee the; uſe of arms at. Ne other” 8 
uſes. N : 
| © What more paſt at that time? 
A. Thave a memorandum, 
Dd Oh Baron. Did you make a D at the | 
time 
A. Ves the purport of it was, they informed me, that the 
een ſhould be formed into tythings to prevent ſpies from 
getting in among the ſociety; he likewiſe ſtated that their 
number was increaſing, I ſaid there appeared no man of pro- 
perty among * one of them ſaid that when the ſociety was 
in a ſtate of o en money ſhould ms: be cp that 
was by Mr. R | e [. 

Did any more e paſs at chat time? 

A toaſt was given by Lloyd, « the cls. 1 or 
-deſert;” Dr. Hodſon ſaid, he hoped ſoon to fee a revolutionarß 
tribunal eas: in the r e and that be Ae all 
- others. NF df PELLET 547 6:7 6 {Hf 

2. That was ail in "the n een of Mr. Hillier ? 8811 
A. Yes, Mr. Rouſſel talked of ſetting off for the Coptinent, 
he was going from there to Mr. Thelwall's and then to the con- 
tinent; Mr. Hillier asked him if he was going to France, and 


he ſaid, 18 * 2 TIES Taos * E 12 oF © i 8 
eee eee 
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0 When on was A r to go and ſee Dr. Holfon and 


others, who did he invite you to go and lee? ls at 


4. — patriots. 
Q. Mr. Lloyd is in confinement labouring apder; a ſentencs. 


from this Court? + -- 
A. I do not know; I heard he was a prifoner,. but what he 
was there for I cannot tell. : 


O. What was the next acne of he divifien, if the diviſion to 


| which you belonged met _ lame —— 
A. The 11th. | 

Q. Who was preſent Fo 5 | 

4. One Wright a delegate, and Gordon, "hv was betet, 
and about fix and thirty others. | | 

Q. This was at the Hoop in Northampton-ſtret: ? 

A. Les, 

L. Do you recollect any e of Mr. Wright, the dele- 
gate in the ſociety, upon the ſubject of arms? | 

A. After the fociety had broke up, Mr. Wright alked if I had 


got any arms, I ſaid no; he ſaid he had got his muſket, and it 


was neceſſary we ſhould all have arms, as Fa we oy ſoon 
be compelled to uſe them. | 

And that was in the hearing py e other Wen 

A. Yes; ; the ſecretary ſaid that he was ſorry to leave the ſoci- 
ety juſt as they were going to act as well as think, and to re = 
rate their country; he ſaid he was going to America, and he ſhould 
take ſome of their ſpirited reſolutions to the popular liedes 
there. 


from Mr. Hillier, or any body elſe? 

A. Mr. Hillier ſaid he had not got a muſket, but he had got a 

ike. | 

f . Do you ene being preſent at any time at Mr. Hillier's 
the ſame month, on the 2 5th of April! 

A. I was at Mr. Hillier's—there was preſent a perſon whoſe 
name I was afterwards told was . 

L. Whereis Hillier's? 5 

A. No. 80 or 81, Bee there was s Mr. Hickſley 
there, and one or two other perſons, who appeared much in liquor, 
and a man of the name of Bennett, ſecretary of the a6th divi- 
Hon. 

Q. Do you know if a perſon was there who was a mercer r by 
buſineſ? 

A. Les, there was; 1 underſtood Bennet 1 was; be was ſecretary, 

Q. What was the converſation which took place at that meet- 


in | between thoſe rſons ? | 


Did you hear any obſervations upon the ON of arming, _ 
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| ig The converſation be an by Hicklley, who ſaid he had a kel 
ter from Sheffield, that hes bad had a numerous meeting; and ſaid 
the leiter ſtated, chat knives were making of a particular conſtruc- 
tion, that this letter contained a drawing of an inſtrument, with 
this obſervation, « Theſe are the inſtruments we ſhall ſoon make 
uſe of.“ He ſtated, that they were to act againſt the cavalry. 
What were the knives ſtated to be for ? 

&2. They were for cutting the reins ; and it was further ſtated, 
the principal dependence of the ſociety conſiſted in ſecuring all 
the royal family, and the members of both houſes of r 

8 Pray „Sir, what date was this! ? | 
' On {the 25th of April laſt. —Hillier ſaid, if they could 
refiſt the firſt ſhock, there would be no danger to be e : 
afterwards. | 
If who could reſiſt the firſt attack ? 
2. conſidered it to be the members of the different haben if 
they could reſiſt the firſt attack there would be no fear from the, 
army; for when the royal family were ſecured, the army would 
have no head to look up to, and would be glad to accept 10 addi- : 
tional y that would be offered them. 
O. Who was that additional pay to be offered by E 
2 I underſtood the ſocieties. 
. Do you remember any obſervation of Mr. Hillier's upon 
| that, with reſpett to the additional pay being offered to the 
army? 

257 There was ſomething ſaid, I believe it was 18d. that was 
mentioned; that men would not fight for 6d. a day, when they 
could have 18d. or ſomething to that purpoſe. 

0. Whether any of the perſons preſent at the. time theſe ob- 
ſervations were made, and theſe facts ſtated, made any objection 
to them? 

A. None, except one perſon who was very much in liquor, 
and he took no part in it. .. 

„Were the reſt _ to whom the G wall were 
YL adieſſed | | BT. | 
A. They were ſaber.” | 
x Did eh take a courſe tending to e it?” | 
No, on the contrary, Bennet, the ſecretary, went out with 
me, and his converſation was ſo violent when he got into the 
ſtrect, that I begged him to hold his longus, for the e wer 
bind us were king! notice of us. 
4 Do you know a perſon of the name of Baxter? 1 
Ves, I have ſeen him at diviſions. „ 
At other times, ſince that, have you beard any obſervations, 
25 7 Hillier or Baxter, or either of them, upon the {ubjeR of 


afming?. . 
e | A. Upon 


. 


VVV 
A. Upon the gth of May was the moſt material con 
Jever had with Baxter at Hillier's houſe, 33 
. Who were preſent beſides Baxter?⁷; We 
A. Mr. Bennet, Mr. Hillier, and a man whofe name I was 


verſation 


4 
& - 


told was Hill, and ſome other perſons whoſe names I do not 
know, were preſent during a part of this converſation. Mr. 
Baxter ſtated that Mr. Joyce, who was chaplain to Lord Stan- 
hope, had reported there was nothing to fear from Stone;.'Stone 
had too much firmneſs to let them get any thing out of him by 
/ ß oo nr „ 
. Who did you underſtand by Stone? _ 3 


; 


A. Mr. Stone, in Newgate, I heard that he was in cuſtody on - 


a charge of treaſon; then there was ſome converſation about 


Mr. Hamilton Rowan; that Lord Stanhope's ſpeech was then 


printing, with an addition that muſt be cautiouſly put in; that a 
committee of correſpondence and co-operation, were preparing 
an addreſs to the army, with ſome ſtrong reſolutions; he laid, 
prudent and determined men were. wanted to propagate the 
opinions contained in theſe reſolutionns 
. Where were they to propagate them? I. 
A,. He ſlated that one Moore had been particularly active and 
ſucceſsful in getting over the amy: te iS 
D. Did he tell you what deſcription of the army be bad 


been moſt ſucceſsful with? 


. F 


A. He ſaid they had moft to fear from the young recruits; 
that they had ſucceeded beſt with the old ſoldiers at Weſtmin- 
fjer; that if one third of the army was got over the other two 
_ thirds would not act with ſpirit againſt 2 40" ; he then aſked me 

if I knew, any perſon that would buy a pike. 

1 You have been ſaying all this of Baxter? 


= — 
111 | - e 
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A. Yes. = | RR 442 
. Do you recollect any thing of an interview of his with an 
oy &f nice Nay AA 
A. Yes, he ſaid he had ſeen an, officer, who had lately been | 
preſented to her majeſty, who had uſed a violent expreſſion 
towards her majeſty; ſaid, « Why did not they blo up the whole 
family together, or words to that effect. He then aſked if I 
knew any friends that would purchaſe a pike; I ſaid I ſhould 
have no objeRtiop to purchaſe one, but it was of no uſe, except L 
knew how to uſe it; he then ſaid, if I went the next Thurſday or - 


Friday, and made uſe of his name, to the ſign of the Parrot, in 


Green-Arbour-Court, Old Bailey, and aſked for one Edwards, 
Edwards would be called ont, and, 1 was to tell him Mr. Baxter 
had ſent me, and then I was to have a pike: and then I ſhould 
be introduced to others, and might learn the uſe of it with them, 
that Mr. Edwards was very. clever in the uſe of it, and would 


49 alliſt 
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| aſſt us in learning the uſe of it. He ſtated, that pilkesqers a 


* 


cheaper than muſkets, that it would be impoſſible to procure 
muſkets for ſo many, on account of the expence. There is another 


circumſtance, he flated perſons with muſkets/ might do a great 


deal of miſchief, if they did not know properly the uſe of them. 


tary reform is 


I made an obſervation; that J thought we might come to a par- 
liamentary reform wirbout coming to blows; upon Which he 
ſaid. is there a ma n in the ſociety who believes: that a-parliamen- | 
I'we want; no, not one: he ſaid; many men of 

property had hitherto kept back, on account of the irregular 
conduct of the French, but they were now willing to come 
forward, as they were convinced that a revolution might be 
55 in a few hours; he ſaid, for his own part, he did not 
the king or any of his family to loſe their lives, he thought 


Fat might go to Hanover; he ſaid it muſt be expected that ſome 


blaod muſt be ſhed, that ſome perſons had offered ſuch inſults to 
the people, that human nature conld not overlook it. The con- 


 verſation afterwards turned relative to Mr. Thelwall's hong 


been indlicted, in which there was nothing very material. 
Was Mr. Hillier preſent during the whole of chis conver- 


| fation of Baxter's, which you have been Rating?” 


A. Yes.” bi LS. 
: Was it pronounced in a way that he might bear? 
A. Yes, I thought as Baxter was a member of the committee 


| of correſpondence and co-operation, I might get moſt informa- 


hw from his converſation, ' and therefore 1 attended moſt to 
im. 


N Did ke Nate what number of pikes 1 were - realy, ll 5 at 


What place? 


, 
KF 


at any of 
| be adopted. (3 4} 


1 let thoſe who were priſoners out. 9b % 0537 .voried 1th 


A. He ſaid many thouſands were making at Sheffield; his 
Faid'that the heads only were to come from Sheffield, but that 
they were to be ſtocked in town. 

C. Did he give any caution with reſpect to mentioning! it in 
the diviſion meetings about pikes ? 

4. He Ha ave a caution that nothing of it ſhould be ed 

E diviſion rugs until the new conſtitution ſhould 


Q. The new conllication of the- er which Dr. Hodſon 


* ſpoke of? 


- "oe © x rn ANY 
L. Did he give any Felbm f for the Viwbſſey of that cation? 
A. Becauſe there were ſpies i in the ſociety. | 11 
2 Was any thing ſaid, in the courſe of this-converlation, 
PMs the French emigrants? * 
e was Rated ſtill by Baxter, that it ed be adviſeable to 


2 5 5 | Q. What 


be 


; 
L #7 J — 

| 2. What priſoners? r e : 188 el 2 % Hr 

A. The French priſoners. 7 1 | 61 e 


Q. The French priſoners. of war. | 
A. Yes, and if the emigrants ſhould reſt] they would = 


che fate of the Swiſs at Paris. 


Q. Did he name any of thoſe. perſons whe had el ſuch _ 
inſults to the people that human nature could not overlook ; do 


you remember all he named 4 
A. He mentioned ſeveral, Mr. Pitt was one, Mr. Dundas' was 


another, and Mr. Reeves another. 


Q. In the courſe of that evening did you return to your bome | 


in company with Mr. Baxter? | 

A. I went part of the way home with Mr. n : 

L. Did he, in the courſe of your going home, enlarge on any 
of the ſubjetts that had been converſed about? 

A. I found that the addreſs that was to be advertiſed, was to 
excite jealouſies among our troops; he ſlated the means Mr. 
Moore had employed with: the army, and he told them, that- by 
their oath they were 10 fight for their king and country, but, 
when their king and country were at variance, 0 had a right 


to fight on which ſide they pleaſed. 


Q. Did he ſtate to you any other arguments that Mr. Moore 
had employed? 

A. That they ſhould mix with them and treat ther with hater, 
ood enlarge upon the ſeverity of their uſage and the ſmallneſs of 
their pay, but we muſt ſound their principles; if we found * 
ariſtocrats, then not to proceed. 

Q.- In the courſe of the evening when this converſation. -was 
had, was Mr. Hillier's pike produced? ; | 1 

Wy I don't recolle& that it was. | | 

J. Was it produced at any other time when theſe perſons 
were preſent? 

A. It was produced after that on the 16th of May. 

Le. At ſome other meeting? | 

A. Ves, at another meeting. | 

Q. This was hotiet a diviſion meeting, but a meeting. af a few 
of you. Who were the perſons preſens upon the 16ih of May, 

4 1 believe am wrong in point of date, it was on the 

17th of May. 

Mr. Garrow. Whether I ſhould go into facts after che priſo- 
ner, Hardy, was taken up, we. ſubmit it entirely to your 
Lordſhip. 

Lord Chief Baron Macdonald. When was he taken up? 

A. The 12th of May. | 

Lord Preſident. No I think 1 it would not be proper. | 

Mrs Garrow. Then we > don't with. to examine to it. 2 ” 
. | | . Do 
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HE 2 ear of it, 
e 1 * 1 
* 


— 0. | — was a "a phe i v reſpeRt i 18 the Houſe of 
Commons was that after Mr. Hardy was dey meg TS 

=o do bat ds 1 16; 1 

Q. Then I do not inquire into it. e you remember a Paper 
bein diſtributed ſpeaking of the ins and the outs??? 
A. Les, that was at the beting at the Coach and Horles, 
Croſs-ftreet, Hatton- Garden. | 

. Was that before Mr. Hardy was appreviended? 

A, It was after. 

Q. Did yon communicate all theſe: circumſtances to Mt. 
Wickham, and flill go'on with his approbation? ' 

oF Ves. 

Q. And you attended them for the * purpoſe of'g giving 
information? | 

A. I did. 


Eduard Golling _ examined by Mr. Eline 


- What is your chriſtian name? Nh e 
Edward Gofling. | WA er 
Are your lather and mother living? . 01 
r 
What are you Fu eee | e 
I am at preſent employed by Mr. Wickham.” Bo SOTO To HY) 
Do you mean in this buſineſs? e 
Ves, in writing. | 1 5 wt * 
What ſort of writing? 5 | F994 HY 
Both in public buſineſs, and in private buſineſs. «4 was 
loyed before that by Mr. Colquhoun, in writing. 6 
He is an attorney? 
No, a magiſtrate in Worſpip-ſtreet. 8 446 
How long ago have you been e m. by Mr Colqubonn 7 
About a month paſt. 


C, 


N 


SND 


ye 


Xa 


Þ by © 


. When did you leave him? Oo 45, 7 | 

A. In September or October laſt. Vll 

Q. What way of life was you in befor that? „ 

A. I kept a broker's thop. 12 Bl THE TRA, 
. Was you a dealer in naval ſwresp 1 % of 


A. I never in my lite, upon my oath, bene a flore ade was 
the property of his majeſly, if that is the queſtion” meant. to be 
aſked, as I know I can ſately take the oatk 1 do. | 

Q. Then perhaps you never ſaid to. any body the dire con. 
ae! of what you now ſay to me 

A. I did, * wall” give-you may romfoln for ſaying fo; tas 
aſke 


ch + 


#4 479 1 33 3 
aſked by Mr: Worſti p. when I went to bay 1955 rink whats „„ 
was; I told him I was a dealer in co ſtores; I made a excu 9; ! 
ä inſtead of giving him a direction N 

Q, Did you not ſay you . in aint 3 3 waz 
think na more of cheating the king than of munen him? F. YM 

. — 

Q. I am ſpeaking to you, Mr r. Golling, have. you always gone M0 
| bytha namm. 

A. Les, and 1 will explain why, as means were uſed yeſterday 
to prevent. my. giving .evidence;, I call for the photons of the 
court, 

Lord Chief Justice Eyre. As to any queſtion, which ande; to 
criminate you, I will prevent it from being put; in the mean 
time the beſt thing you can do, is to Ms. your temper, * 
anſwer queſtions directly. | 

Mr. Erſkine. Did you ever 90 by the name of Douglas? | 

A. I did. 

Q. When did you firſt aſſume the name of Douglas? 

A. I believe it is as much as ten years ſince. 

C. How long did you continue the name of Douglas? 

A. I would wiſh to relate the circumnſonces under which 1 
allumed that name. 

Lord Chief Juſtice Eyre. You had better anſwer the quallions, | 

A. I believe I carried on the buſineſs of a hair dreſſer in that : 
name for I believe near ſeven years. 

C. Where did you reſide at that time? 

A. In Weſtminſter. 

Q. Where in Weſtminſter? 

A. No. g, Petty France. 

Q. When did you firſt come to No. g. Petty France a6 4 bar 
dreſler, by the name of Douglas? 

A. About ten years ſince, I don't know: that I can fats er- 
actly the time; I believe it muſt be about the year 1784. 

. Mr. Goſling, I don't want to be in any of your ſecrets, 
if there is any reaſon why you ſhould wiſh not to anſwer it; 
but have you any ode of —_ Tapes yo changed your 
name? | 

A. My father had a — in the city, his buſineſs was. 
chiefly in the wig and ſhaving, way; for improvement I wiſhed 
to come to the weſt end of the town: I went and worked with 
a man-of. the name of Penman; it was from a falſe pride that 
it might not be known that I was a journeyman, when wy father: 
kept four or five; I was aſked what my name was, and I choſe 
ve it ſtruck me from the play-bill. | 

£2 1 * no 3 to a decent pride; ſo that "RY 5 
a play- 
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2 45 b. bill. it et you in a moment: how 0 did you (ply 
this part of Douglas? 
A. I continued ſeven yes d ALS: 2 
* Do you know A gendeman of the name cof Lincoln 1 
1 d %%. 
O. Who is Mr. Lincoln? 
. He collects rems for Mr. Miacridiich.” : 
Did you at any time borrow any money of him? 
A. 1 will explain the circumſtance, © 
. P. How long ago is it you borrowed: any money, and what 
fam? | 
A. Upon my oath 1 cannot ſlate the ſum, nor ihe time ; 
it was either 101: or 10 guineas, it may be fo much as four or 
five years back. | 
£ Did you give a note for it? | 5 
. I gave my note for the money, part of which 25 150 par 
my . paid. 
O. And the reſt has been paid fi nee? SR 4 


A. No. 
Q. Did not Mr. Lincoln come into the 1 00 Coffec-houſe, 


by mere accident, where the witneſſes for the crown are, I 
believe, provided with what is fit for them to have, 4555 ſee you 
there, and ſay, How do you do Mr. Douglas? 

A. Permit me to explain that, Mr. Macnamara firſt came, whom | 
I never had ſeen, and aſked me ſeveral queſtions; I told him 
the ſtaircaſe was not a proper place for ſuch a ſubject. 

. I am not aſking about Mr. Macnamara, I am aſking about 

| Mr: Lincoln, did not Mr. Lincoln come into the London 5 

oule? 

A. It was from Mr. Ieh 8 condut to me, that I was 
confuſed ; I did not know what I ſaid: 

Mr. Garrow. I wiſh Mr. Macnamdta' would come upon the 
bench, and not repeat the witneſs's words, but be quiet while 
the witneſs is 'cro{s-examining ; I take it for granted the honour- 
abie gentleman would not do any thing that is not perfectly cor- 
rect, but probably ſome impreſſion may have been made; I have 
ſeen that gentleman highly agitated; Aut iy ae of "og 1 e 
bend, is not perfectly in order. 

Mr. E Exſtine. Mr. Macnamara l dern e deten and 
behaved in fach'a manner, that you was ſo flurried, that you | 
= not know what For! Emp bi Mr.” er when he eme | 
in 7 1 

2 certainly was, I did not recolledt Mr. Lincoln's por” 

Ton. | 

ce But you recolleG-what you id to me, not two minutes | 


20 


EI 
ago, that Macnamata had been there juſt before, and had behaved | 
in ſuch a manner, that you was, ſo flurried you did not know, 
what you ſaid; is that ſo ? 

A. Yes, he came and aſked me ſeveral vellions vpon W 
ſtair. caſe, which I retuled.. to anſwer; lays, PY 1 came out of 
humanity to you: you know there is a note, part of whic 
is not paid, and he ſaid when I appeared in Court the- note 
would be produced in Court, unleſs it is paid; 1 told him 1 had 
not the money, I offered, to pay. him he LE the) next 
day; I offered the money afterwards. .,. 

Q. Do you know where Mr. Lincoln „ in the Aer. 
between the time you borrowed the e had yo ſeen him 
in the interim? 

A. I know where * Led. Ipaida part x the money, BF my 
wife paid another part of it. 

Q. Will you give me leave to aſk an explanation of lomeibing 
that I did not underſtand. Let me aſk you, how you came to 

ſay to Mr. Worſhip, that you dealt in naval ſtores? + __ 

A. Becauſe I thought it would prevent enquiry, and I did, not 
chooſe to give him my direction. 

. Who is Mr. Worſhip? . 

A. A ſecretary 10 one of the e the 1 Cor- 
reſponding, Society, 

Q. Did you never make uſe of the experibon. that 1 made uſe 
of. before, that you. would no more mind e the Es. 
with the expreſſion I before made uſe of ? 3 

A. Never. . 

Q. Now I aſk you, whether many of theſe expreſſions) you 5 E 
beets uſing to-night, you did not make uſe of yourſelf in order 

1 excite them to do theſe things, and was reprimanded by. 

them?; 

A. No, never, on no one occaſion: the and hos 1 did 8 
ing to the ſociety, was on the Tueſday after the apprehenſion or a 
Mr. Hardy, I mentioned. what had paſſed at a diviſion in Comp- 
ton-ſtreet, relative to a committee of eech, ah to know 
ik it was their intention to do the ſame. | 

2. I aſk you, upon your oath, whether yon were not in the 
conſtant courſe ot uling inflammatory expreſſions, going about 
from one ſociety to another, to excite thele people to lay what 

you wanted them to ſay? + 

A. In ſome reſpects I bave- pe ed to approve of . 
proceedings, with a view of entering into their deſigns. With 
regard to Mr. Baxter, I did not wiſh to lead him on, nor did I find 
fault with it, from this circumſtance, that as 1 had reaſon to 
believe arms were ſecreted, I wiſhed to know where they were 


. rp that they n be diſcovered before the miſchief 
8 3P an 


1 ou 1 
2. I did not aſk if it was moſt natural for you to go there 
for purpoſes the moſt beneficial. to the publie good, but Taft 
| Ju, if you did not go about, from place 1 to PAS» mac the moſt 
nflammatory expreſſions? ö 
A. Never, I ſwear that moſt nobtively... | 
Q. Do 1 underſtand you to ſwear poſitively ) you never toad 
uſe of any inflammatory expreſſions; I will put yon in mind 
of ſome of them, as, Why did not the ſociety learn the uſe of arms? 
it will be of great uſe, there is nothing to be done without: arms ? 
A. I never made uſe of ſuch an expreſſion i in LY life, 
2. Nor nothing of that nature ? A * 
A. I am ſure I never did. | 
Q. Do you mean to ſwear that anf 52 ; 
A. Ido ſwear it, I never uſed any means to excite men 1 to do 
this, or any miſchief Whatever. | 
Now, fir, go to your notes, and tell me at what Nn and 
on what days, you attended on the proſecution | of that which is 
extremely laudable if it is honeſt ? 
A. The times and the places— 
Q. But before you come to that, do you know a Mes. — 
man? 3 
A. No, I do not know a Mrs. Coleman now. 
Q. Did you ever know a Mrs. Coleman? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Had you any dealings of any kind with her?, 
A. She rented a ſhop of me. 51A 0 
Q. Had you no other dealings with her; , I am, not putting 
a queſtion of an immoral nature to you? _ N 
A. Yes, ſhe died at my houſe, and I buried her. 
. Did ſhe leave any will? 
A. Yes. / 
. Who did ſhe leave her property to? 
A. Partly to one Burrows, and partly to one James Leach, 
Q. Wc made the will!? 
A. 1 wrote it. | a 
. Do you know Mrs. Bifhn ? 1 5 : 2 
A. No, I do not. 7 5 
. Vou got into ſome trouble about 8 | ML 
A. No. | | nt 3 
Q. Was thereno complaint wade againſt ny. | | 
A. There was no juſt cauſe of complaint againſt mage 
L. Ian not aſking that; was ap any en made a nt 
you upon the ſubject by any bod | 
A. I cannot fay I recolle& the ol ire neee that 
might paſs; there was a brother came up out of the coumry, 
a bro er of a fermei huſband. 7 ern 107 of 
0 at 5 f arm 2. I am f 
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0 I am not been you to confeſs any thing criminal, Tt am 
til aſking you if any body was wicked e to complain 
of your condutt in that caſe ? i 

A. I don't know that there was any chic phie, 3 


2. Upon you oath, was there no complaint made againſt you | 


on the ſubject of this wil 5 

A. I don't know what complaint might have been made. 
2. Upon your oath, was there not a complaint made e 
you, to your own knowledge, for fabricating t this Will? 

A. Never, that I know of. : 

Q. Will you ſwear that? e 

A. I will ſwear I never heard any ſuch thing. „ 

Q. Pray who is this Mr. Leach? | 3 

A. A man who formerly was my apprentice, and kept a ſhop 

nearly oppoſite me; he ſet up in N n to me in the ſame 
buſineſs of a hair-drefſer. 


Q. And the woman who died in your houſe, left her property | 


to this man who ſet up againſt you? 

A. I told you ſhe left her property to one Burrows, and one 
James Leach. 

Q. Who was this ſame James Leach ts whom this woman 
left this money, was this the ſame James W that ſet * 
againſt you? | 

4. No, my wife's ſon. | 

Q. And who was this Mrs. Biffin ? 

A. A couſin of Mrs. Coleman's. 

Q. What connection had you with the woman? 

A. I had no connection no farther than webe every 
ſervice in my power, during a long illneſs, at whic | yas at a 
conſiderable expence. " 

Q. How long did the live at FI houſe? © 


A. Teannot ſay. G bus 7-3 
. A year? 1: | „„ 
A. I don't know. +245 bY „ 26: hh 
Q. Six months? W e 
A. I cannot recollect the time. F 

Q. Was it two months? SOT ES 

4. Longer than chat. i „ 
r 0530 HEAT 

A. Longer than that. oy 5 tl 111 
.. Four months M13 26%. 435 * oY 5 1 © _ 
A. I cannot exactly ſtate the tie. IE as 

Q. Was the will 3 by an attorney? 

A. No. 10 110 ens 1 

Q. Do you mean to W that no elk was d. bee 
ou, as having fabricated and forged that will? | 
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7 Fr Linever heard i, to the ben often my -khowledge 0 or r rec 2 
ON. - © Fitts t 
| Q.. Will you ſean pasta yah never have; can a man 1 be 
charged, with a capital felony; and forget it?: 
; 4. 1 never heard ſuch a charge brought n W. 
Will you ſwear ane that! no ſoch N was brought 
againſly ou 

A,. Io the beſt bf, my Guei it never was. 8 
2. I am aſking if there was not a complaint 3 to yourſelf, 
you being charged in your on Proſrnce; ehe you had ever 
done it ? | 

A. Never, to my knowledge. 

Q. Will you go to the length of rang e & ever did, — 
Don't you underſtand my queſtion, whether you recolle& any 
body ever made a charge of it to you in your own nen 5 

A. I never recollect any ſuch thing. 

Q. Do you know a Mr. Cox ? | 

A. Yes, I know a Mr. Cox, a cheeſemonger. 

. How long have you known him? 5 | 

A. I cannot exactly ſay how long; 1 have dealt with him i in 
cheeſemongery, and butter, and things of that word and hams. 
2. For the uſe of your family? | 

A. No, for ſale. 


Q.1 thought you was a beir-dreſſer 2. | 
A. No; for my cuſtomers. - "My wife kept a op of that Get 
and. dreſſed hair. | | 
2. Have you had any other dealings with Mr. auen but i in the 
"a and ordinary courſe of bufinels ? EY 
i A. I don't recollect any thing elle; I you can make any par- 
ticular queſtion, if it comes within my knowledge, I will tell you. 
I bought a great many hams of him, and there were a great many 
holes filled up with mortar and ſtones: : I don't think he uſct me 
very well. . 
Q. Mr. Macnamara came to intimidate you from appearing as 
a witneſs here ? | 
Lord Chief Juſlice Eyre. If Mr. bee Has been ſo im- 
. prudent to go into a coffee - houſe and talk to the witneſſes in that 
way, I hope it is what neither he r hlier: ee will do 
again. FE 
Mr. Erſkine. Am Ito def you to 85 chat you deal i in W 
naval ſtores; I do not mean diſhoneſtly or improperly? * 
A. What ſort of ſtores? I have purchaſed old ſtores, cording, 1 
and ſuch things as that; I have purchaſed 1! ropes, which 1 s 
N called hand ſtopping, to make ents NL OT 3 
Q. What they 9/46 em 1 l e f 
A. Yes. d þ rt 12 5 C ' 4 
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died weight were found upon her premiſes ? 


L 4635 J 
„2. Now: I wilt put a queſtion. to you Did you never ſay 


8 that you was a dealer in raw materials, and then the perſon 


who'ſpoke to you aſked you to explain it, end you ſaid that you 
attended ſales, that you was well acquainted with the ſtore-keeper, 
and that you generally bought them at a fifth of their value, by 
feeing the keepers to condemn them: 

A. I wjlhed to get information reſpecting hin this I went ibbut, 


to inform Mr. Colquhoun the magiſtrate. © Hillier was likewiſe 


inquiſitive to Know what I was, and as I told Hillier one thing, 
I told Mr. Worſhip the ſame; Hillier ſaid that he had a relation 
a Quarter Maſter there. 

Q. But did vou tell Mr. Woplhip that you fee'd the keepers to 
condemn them? | 

A. I never told Mr. Worſhip that. 

L. Did you not ſay you had followed that practice for years, 


and thought it no crime to cheat the King? 


A. Never. 


Q. Was it in the ſervice-of Mr. e that you deni 
that paper ſtuff and things? 


A. Upon my oath, I never, to my knowledge, had any charge 
of diſhoneſty for it. 


Q. Perhaps you was both a dealer in ſtores yourſelf honeſtly, 


and was an informer reſpecting ſtores ? 


A. I obtained every information I could, and gave it gratis, to 
prevent children and other perſons from purloining the llores; ; It 
was merely to prevent robbery. 

. What was the reaſon you told Hillier that you had been in 


the conſtant courſe of cheating government in that faſhion? 


A. He mentioned to me his having a relation a Quarter Maſter, 
to whom he meant to ſend ſome of theſe reſolutions. 


C. ls that an anſwer to my queſtion ; I aſk you, why yon told 


Hiller that you had been in the courſe of doing what 1 have been 


now ſtating ? 

A. I never told him any ſuch thing; I told him that I was a 
dealer in naval ſtores, and. nothing further. 

2. Did not you tell him that there were great quantities of cop- 
per conveyed out of the docks, and the manner in which it was 


conveyed out; did not you tell him that there was a great 


quantity of copper conveyed out of the dock in butter fitkins? 

A. No, I have given information to Mr. Colquhoun, that 
copper was ſent away, but not from the King's flores. 

L. Taſk you, whether you did not tell him you had been em- 
ployed yourſelf in conveying this copper away: ? 

A. I never told him L was ae J told him that I Heard 
ſuch a thing. 

Q. Did you ever tell hin you was actroatined with a woman, 
who lived ſomewhere about Tooley. ſtreet, and that twelve hun. 


A. I did; 
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A. I did; 'F told him that 1 had fuch a thing, but I never -A 
the woman in my liſ e. 8 e (01 
Q. Now I have nothing, more 10 aſk you: except che dates; 
which you will pleaſe to give me with great correttneſs—when 
: was the firſt time you attended any of theſe ſocietie:? 
A. 1 was at the meeting at Chalk Fare buy I was not a mem. 
ber till the 8th of April. 
In what part of the meeting was you at Chalk. Fa arm * Was 
you in the room ? 
A. No, I was qut in the. ground,' in the ad. 76 þ 
Q. What was the firſt time that you was at _— diviſion of the 
ſociety on what day? | 5 if 
A. On the 15th of April. dt i 
. At what place? NN” ; 0 hir 
A. The Hoop, in Northamptan- dest. | 
. When was the next time? STRING 
A. The Monday following: I have not the dates of fevery | 
Bui ſuch as you hon Jet us have hw 7 | 
ah” 4 On the Monday allowing, the 15th, I was at leres 8 bn 
Brick lane. | 
Q. What number of perſons were there at bis time 4 
A. Five or ſix and twenty. _ 
. Who were they, did you know their perſom ö, 
A. 1 knew ſome of them, Benne and Hillier. ED 
. Whoelle? 0 
A. There was one perſon's name I believe Captain Williams, 
an American gentleman, and/ about lour or 555 5 twenty: 8 
ſons. wr 


44 
* 


. What was the next place? N 4 

A. The Tueſday. following.I was at has Hoop, 1 believe, 

C. Were Hillier and Bennet e 27122 
Q. What | is the next dete! 1 eee 1d Wo i.) 

A. The gd of April. CTP 
Q. Were Hillier and Bennet, ther de „ J mic 11657 
A, Hiller. was. | 1 
Q. How many perſons might be preſent: at = ame 2 651 . 
. Seven or eight and twenty. 1 to let vile A ea 
Q. What was Paid at that. night ihat you vas at Morris dv 


A. At that niglit at Mort iss, I did not hear \anjuyung about 
arming. -Ballovorraoh 1 


Q. Which was the night that 10 heard about aN N 
A The 22d e ee eker. pap W Pee g 


thoſe abominable 2:40 ha that FR read to us — ? 


A. On 


, 
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A. On the 29th of April, there | was a converſaioh about ; 


ardtingyorn | 117 nig s tout b 


Q. Now, Sir, at what night, and at wh plate was that hori- 
ble expreſſion made uſe of reſpecting the King? . 
A.-That was not at a diviſion, _ was at Hillier's ans ad 


the 25th of April. ; 
. Who were preſent ? - 5 n ri e 
A. A man of the name of b Wickſey, Hillier, Rente and 


myſelf, and another man, whoſe name 1 don't know, and a man 


who 8. to be in liquor. 
ow, Mr. Goſling, I aſk you upon your oath, whether you 


are er to ſwear poſitively, that you beard thoſe expreſſions 


which you have ſworn to? 
A. I have already ſworn them, and they are true. 
. And you ſtick to that? 
A. I do. 
. Where was you upon the 20% N 
. At the Hoop. 
Q. Who were preſent at the Hoop ? 
A. There were two diviſions met there that night, Ns 11, FI 
No. 6. | 
L. What wandt were there of each? Ds 
A. I ſuppoſe there were 30 or 5o perſons tra" There 


was a print produced by Worſhip the engraver, recommended to 


the uſe of the lociety. 0 
Were there any converſations about arming that night, or 

bon overturning the government ? p 

A: There was no talk-of overturning the government, but it 
was recommended to them to learn the uſe of arms. 

C. But for what purpoſe? 

A. There was no particular purpoſe ſtated, that I recollect. 

Q. Then at what times did you hear the expreſſions you, have 
related! ? 


A. I have heard particular perſons fi peak, members of the ſociety. | 


. What members? 
A. One Birks, who talked of the lame at Chalk Farm; l have 


heard him frequently talk of arming. 
Q. What did he ſay? 


A. I connot ſwear to any particular converſation : I have like. 
wiſe heard Kelly talk of arming after the apprehenſion of Hardy. 
Q. I am not talking wn army: merely, but u for theſe 


wicked purpoſes : 4 
A. I don't e ä 
Mr. Garrow. You lay Worlhip! pit abded an engraving at 
one of the meetings; will you be ſo good as to caſt your eye on 
that, and lee it that 1 is hy „ that Was as brought : PF 
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| FS [48 ; | 
A. It is one of them, it is a 40 of the manual exercife, and 
platoon firing; he mentioned that they were Sans Cullottes; and 
they were to have red.caps on their heads. © 
Q. How long is it ago ſince you gave 0 * Lincoln, Mr: 
Macnamara's agent, that note? 
| A. Four; or-ive-years, - 2 
8 Q, Was it given to Mr. c & Mr. Lincoln 
A. Mr. Lincoln. | 1 
| Q. How much to this Wozdent is Fin it? 1 
N A. About three guineas. 

. Have you ever had, for all theſe years, any application from 
Mr. Macnamara, till after 22 was attending this Court, by vir. 
tue of his Majeſty's writ of ſubpœna, and attended the as wir- 
neſs for the crown? _ | 

A. I never ſaw Mr. Macnamara in my life till yeſterday, to my 
knowledge. 

N. Have you had any application upon his part to pay this 
money 75 

„ 1 had heard, three or four years ago, that Mr. Lincoln had 

| called 1 upon me, © 
„ Diq Mr. es come to you lens 0 8 aid 
A. Yes; I was ſitting alone, and I went down to him. 
+ 0, He faid he came to you out of humanity? ? 
A. I will late what he ſaid—He ſaid that he was a man of pro- 
erty, of a large eſtate in the country, that he was a friend to the 
King and Confiitution, that he would ſee {tri juſtice. done, and | 
he came out of humanit 8 to let me know that 16 note ould oe: | 
Pro uced againſt me in Court. | Batre; bi 


Did he deſire you to pay the money? 
He aſked me if I remembered the Se : 1 told hs 


that was an improper place to > talk of it, and if it was ſo, 1 mult 
meet een 
| . You have been aſked a great u of „ alien 7 
'Mrs. Coleman's will; was there ay * 2 inſtituted 1 in a | : 
court of law reipefting it? | | Ez 


A. No. 
£Q Was there any complaint e ever . enn, you reſpeſting 


| it! f BE 
A. No: : the brother came to town, an# . found any fault x 


Vith . 
C. Was it, upon your oath, as E you bed _ thing: to do 


with it, a Fir and honeſt tranſaction; : yea or MOT << 
; A. It was. mY | 


[Adjourned to a Morning; Nine 5 Clock 7 5 
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The Londm Correſponding Society's Addreſſes and Reſolutions. 5 


T (Reprinted, and diftributed gratis, 


A SSURED that man, individual man; may juſtly clit 
liberty as his birthright, we naturally conclude that, a$' a 


member of ſociety, it becomes his indiſpenſable duty to preſerve 
inviolate that liberty for the benefit of his fellow- citizens, and 


of his and their poſterity. _ : 4505 FEAT 
For as, in affociating, he gave up certain of his rights, in 
order to ſecure the poſſeſſion of the remainder, and voluntari 
yielded up only as much as was neceſſary for the general good, 
ie may not barter away the liberties of his poſterity, nor deſert 


the common cauſe, by tamely and ſupinely ſuffering to be puts 


| loined from the people, of whom he makes a part, their natural 

and unalienable RIGHTs of "RESISTANCE to OPPRESSION, and 

of SHARING IN THE GOVERNMENT or THEIR COUNTRY 
without the full and uninterrupted exerciſe of which RtGn'Trs, 
no man can, with truth, call himſelf or his country fre, 


Yet, of late, the very men who have dared to oppreſs | the 


nation, have alſo dared to advance, that all reſſtante to their 
oppreſſion is illegal; while, on the other hand, FRAUD oR-FORC 

ſanctioned by cuſtom and blind ſubmiſſion, has withdrawn, and 
now withholds, from a very great da of the tax- paying, 
induſtrious, and uſeful inhabitants of Great Britain, the RIGHT 


M 


of ſharing in the Government of their own Commonwelth, 


and in the. management of their gun intereſts, SP 
The few who are now permitted to élect repreſentatives, 


and thoſe who. are choſen by this /ma/l number of electors, diſgrace 


the country at large, by buying and ſelling votes, by corrupting 
and being corrupted--- 2 Eur b Weir Paret 5 elections, 


and the latter by their eonduct in the Senate more than ſuf. 
Sciont to prove, that THE, NATION Is UNREPRESENTED, and 


„ [ 490 ] 
that rue 3 ee TOTALLY UNCONSTITU-. 
en A, i the word Con itution, an thing is mean 
HPP Rouzed, at aft, from their torpor, and” 5 Laos 8 Ne 

770 ent, various, numhetous, and NN ele ſocieties have been 
formed by the people, in different parts of the kingdom; ſeveral 
have alſo 1 in the metropolis, and 5 4 them The London 
Correſponding | See lety, with modeſty, bu t with firmneſs, claim 
the attention 47 their country to the Following eee * 

| Reſolved, .: ; PET 001 . 

_ That every individual has 4 N to ſhare in the wern- 
Sei! that society of which he, 5 2 member, unleſs ewe 
citat e, 

II. That nothing ke non-age,, privatian of 'reafon,. or an 
offence againſt the general laws of ſociety, can incapacitate him. 

III. That it is no lefs a RIGHT than the DUTY, of every 
citizen, to keep a watchful eye on the government of his country, 
that! the laws, by bein W pie, do not degenerate into op- 
preſſion ; and that thoſe who are entruſted with the government, 

09 not ſubſtitute private interef? for public advantage, | 
IV. That the people of Great Britain are not fectually te- 
preſented i in Parliament. 

V. That in conſequence of a partial, wnequal, and. therefore 
inadequate repreſentation, together with the corrupt. 75 75 in 
which repreſentatives are eſected, oppreſſive taxes, unjuſt laws, 
| Teftriftions of liberty, and waſting of the PAHs: money, have 
enſued. 
VI. That the only ned to thoſe evils, is a fair, equal, and | 
impartial repreſentation of the people in Parliament. 3 
II. That a fair, equal, and impartial. repreſentation can 
never take place until all partial privileges are aboliſhed. ., 
VIII. That this Society do expreſs their abhorrence of. tu- 
mult and violence.—aiming at reform, not anarchy-—reaſon, 
firmneſs, and unanimity, are the only arms they themſelves, will. 
employ, or perſuade their fellow-citizens to exert, Aga 
| ABUSE OF POWER. | og COTS ave 
. Sipaed, . order of the Committee, 5 
„„ Hand e ccc 
an 20, 1792 EDS 
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The London Correſponding Society to 0 Mit, 40 ERP . 


Whereas it is notorious that very numerous, en 
and unneceſſary taxes, are laid on the perſons and families 
of us and others, the induſtrious inhabitants of Great Britain, 
an exceedingly „rer majority of whom are, Ea ag 
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more nor less than an uſurped power, Sigg 
in the mode of election ard duration of Pa 


_- 4 * 23 # * - 


Which the liberties of this nation are baſely bartered away for 


And as it further appears to us, that unt. 


reſolved by us, the members of this ſociety, to unite 
ves into one firm and permanent body, for the purpoſe of 
informing ourſelves and others of the exact ſtate of the preſent 
parliamentary repreſentation---for obtaining a peaceful, but, ade- 
quate remedy, to this intolerable grievance---and . for . corre- 
ſponding and co-operating with 2 ſocieties united for the 
ſame objects; the following regulations, for the internal order 
and government of our Society, have been unanimouy 
:,, ee a ie a. 
Firſt. That every perſon, before he is admitted, ſhall be | 
propoſed by two members, and ſhall anſwer, in the affirmative to 
the three Tolfowing queſtions, via: e 4 
4 us. I ae 1 HATS on, AL 3654 ode INS ALS vB ASEIN 
Queſtion I. p you convinced that the parliamentary repre- 
ſentation of this country is at preſent inadequate and imperfect ? 
= 1 Are you thoroughly perſuaded that the welfare 9 theſe 
kingdoms requires that every perſon of adult years, in paſſelſian , of 
his reaſon, and not incapacitated by crimes, ſhould have a vote for 
4 member of Parliament ? . Ede wane gg d ron, ye} | 
Q. III. Will you' endeavour, by all juſtifiable means, to pro- 
2110 ; 


Seh, bn the whole. body hall go under one common 


. 


be thirty members to make up the number requiſite for ſuch 
. 1 3Q2 | Pa: diviſion ; 
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inn; en Slack mal divide ate till it amounts 
. ble — 1 number of members; at w e notice ſhall 
yen to the Committee of Deles here er e 
7 the then delegate of ſich diviſio 
2 | Foes. That each diviſion Man meet e, on any 
* evening Thurſday excepted, } at ſome houſe to be choſen b). 
| Rede) and appoint a chairman for the good order thereof, 
and alſo ſhall name a delegate as hereafter mentioned. 
Fifthly. That each member ſhall pay to the ſecretary of his 
_ diviſion one penny per week, or one. ſhilling: and a penny per 
jarter, which ſhall be credited to the account of ſuch member 
n a book to be kept for that purpoſe. That all money fo paid 
Mall be tranſmitted monthly, by the deleg ate of ſuch diviſion, 
to the 9 who is to account boo body of e 


1 


; one common n ek to be Seel 2 the Gig 4 in 
the poſta N of — in ſtationary, and in printing fuch matters 
As may e information of the Society but that 


before any expence whnteVer ſhall be incurred, the {: ff delegates 
| Thall enquire of the treaſurer what balance he has in hand. 

Seventhly. That the delegates fo appointed ſhall meet on 
T hurſday in every week, and thall continue in office for three 
months; ſubject, however, to be recalled. or ſuperſeded. y their 
ſeveral divifions before the ex iration of that time, if thought 
neceſſary. That being aſfſembled, they ſhall name a chairman 
Boe ſecretary, who mall both Np al the public acts of the 
ociety . | 
"Eighthly:” That ſuch detegates ſo aſſembled ſhall, in the firſt 
place, communicate the wiſhes of their ſeveral Aron relativ 0 
any objects of the Society. That they ſhall be authoriſed to 
anſwer any correſpondence, which may re quire immediate atten- 
tion; and afterwards, that each delegate ſhall report the fame to 
bis reſpective diviſion. Alſo, that they ſhall conſider of the 
general ſtate of the Soeiety; but ſhall; on o account, publiſn 
any nEw principle, or ſet of principles, until the ſame ſhall be 
approved by a a | majority of the individual members of the. ociety 


at >] 
| rows 'That it ſhall be img = PR tws-thirds e he faid 
| 2 to form a Committee r the diſpatch ol buſineſs. 
AI. it 311 + VG 8 


Tenthly, That theſe ela na enen be printed 


215LD1 


1 for the members of the ſociet 55 and that CODF: be e given d to each ; 
mer vo his admiſſion. a 0 24 Nins. 
5 un Foggy nh Macao , — 
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FPoraſnuch as it js, poſſible; that the grounds. ef gg 
plaint may be denied, and that gur views. and Rringiß 


be miſrepreſented, we deſirę that e contuder 
and treaſure in his memory the ſtate; of ſcandalous facts Wen 
follow. Let him then aſk himſelf, whether it be the part "ha 


good citizen to ſit quiet under ſuch abuſes, which have. not. anky- 
encreaſed, but are at this moment encreaſing; and which ought. 
therefore, to be remedied without delay, gag  W 
r „Till the reign of Henry VI. it was not neceſſary for the in- 
habitant of a county to have a freehold eſtate of 408. a year, in 
order to vote for the repreſentative of his county. But the 
ſtatute of that King, paſſed in the year 1429, under pretence of 
preventing diſputes at elections, moſt unjuſtly deprived a great 
part of the Commons of this nation of the right of conſenting 
to thoſe taxes, which, notwithſtanding, they were compelled to 
pa, Juſt as if ſuch. right had not been taken from tem. 
- .». TU] the reign of Queen Anne, it was not neceſſary for the 
inhabitant of a county to have 600l. a year, freehold or copy- 
hold eſtate, in order to his being, elected the repreſentative of his 
county. But the ſtatute of that Queen, paſſed in the year 1710, 
under pretence of the freedom of Parliament, excluded all per- 
ſeons not poſſeſſed of ſuch a property from our; repreſentation, 
Whatever be their principles, their abilities, or their integrity. 
Dill the reign of William III. Parliaments: were of RIH 
to be called once a year, or oftener if need be. But the ſtatute 
of that King, paſſed in the year 1694, under pretence of calling 
them more frequently, enacted, « that they ſhould be holden 
once in three years at the leaſt,” _ 5 
ill the reign of George I. Parliaments were therefore of 
chree years duration. But the ſtatute of that King, paſſed in 
_ the year 1715, under pretence of © a reſtleſs faction then ex- 
_ . ting in the nation, uſurped a power of enacting, © that Par- 
liament ſhould reſpectively have continuance for ſeyen years.” 
As for the ſuppoſed; repreſentation. of the peonle,, which is 
called © the Commons, of England in Parliament aſſembled; 
the county of Cornwall, contains in itſelf alone the privilege 
of ſending forty-four 1 ee Parliament, which. is gut one 
leſs in number than 1 55 e of the whole kingdom of Scotland, 
_ . containing upwards of three millions of people. 
Of cheſe farty-faur ſuppoſed repreſentatives, two. are elected 
by the freenolders of the county: the reſt fat for twenty-one 
45 e eee i 256) 1504] , £0919 
' © Launceſton hes only 10 & is the property. of Lord Elliot 
720 t eſceard A AA e OTE : 
| Leſtwithiel . „D. of Northumberland 
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Fiabtbr 353-—Members 42. PO RT fag ba 
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Ts tete we might add, of the Gale deſcription | twenty-" 
eight Corporations, conſiſting, of 354 electors, which ſend 56 
members to that Houſe of Commons, which is ſo frequently ang 
ſo falſely called the Democracy of the Nation; while the towns” 

of She eld, Mancheſter, Birmingham, Leeds, Wolverhampton, 
& c. containing above three hundred thouſand people, have no - 
electors or repreſentatives whatever. _ 

Upon the whole it appears, that 257 ſuppoſed ropitfentarſtey 
of the people, making a majority of the Houſe of Commons,” 
are returned by a 5 5 of voters not e an moufandtn 
part of the nation. "REEF 

But as Providence has kindly furniſhed men, in every alten, 
with faculties neceffary for judging of what concerns wenne 
hall we, the 9 8 fufter a few, with no better right than 
ourſelves, to uſurp the power. of governing: us without controul? 
Surely not. Let us rather unite in one; common cauſe, to Tat 
away our bondage, being affured that, in ſo doing, we are pro- 
tected by a Jury of our countrymen, while we are diſcharging - 

2 duty to ourſelves, to our country, and to mankind. 

Ordered, that the Secretary of this Society do wanſihie copics is 
of the above to all the geilen babe: waste eng god in tie 
ſame cauſe. 14 a QATISLA TA. 10 
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Addreſs from the London Correſponding Society to the Inbabitants, 
Great Britain, on the Subject of a Parliamentary Reform. 
, „ 1 #? : : TE: 4% 14 111 


Unbleſt by virtue, Government a league 
« Becomes, a circling junto of the great, 
4 To rob by law; Religion mild, a oe 
To tame the ſtooping ſoul, a trick of ſtate, _ 
To maſk their rapine, and to ſhare the prex. 
What are without it Senates, but a face 1 
„Of conſultation deep and reaſon free, 3 
„While the determin'd voice and heart are fold?  , :-- 
What boaſted Freedom, but a ſounding name? 
And what Election, but a market vile, 
Of flaves ſelf-barter d? OY 


Y 
/ IA Ft 1; 


VVT  THOMSON's LIBERTY.  / 
_ F8iLow-CiTIZENS, C 
Of every rank and of every ſituation in life, rich, poor, 
high, or low, we addreſs you all as our brethren, on a ſubject 
of the higheſt importance, and moſt intimately connected with 
the welfare of every individual who deems: bert) a bleſſing, 
who partakes in the proſperity of his country, and who wiſhes 
to tranſmit as much of either as he poſſibly can to poſterity, _ _ 
VUninfluenced by party pique or ſelfiſh” motives---no ways af- 


frighted at the frowns of power---not in the leaſt awed. by the 


evidently hoſtile preparations of a, much-alarmed Ariſtogracy, 5 
We, the London Correſponding Society, united with a view of 


obtaining a THOROUGH PARLIAMENTARY, REFORM, anxiouſly . 


demand your ſerious and moſt collected attention to the preſent 
VITIATED ſtate of the Britiſh Government; we entreat you to. 
examine coolly and impartially the numerous abuſes that prevail 


therein, their deſtructive conſequences on the poor, and their 
evil tendency on all, as alſo the rapidity with which theſe abuſes 


increaſe, both in number and magnitude. 

We next ſubmit to your examination an effectual mode of 
putting a ſtop to them, and of thereby reſtoring to our no leſs 
boaſted than impaired conſtitution, its priſtine vigour and pu- 


rity ; and we thereunto warmly ſolicit the junction of your efforts 


with QUFSpr 29 


This great end, however, we believe attainable, ſolely, by 


the whole nation, deeply impreſſed with a ſenſe of its wrangs, 


OF THE WHOLE BODY OF THE PEOPLE. 


uniting,” and: as it were, With one voice, demanding, of thoſe to 
whom for a yhile it has: entruſted its ſovereignty, a reſtoration _ 
of ANNUALLY ELECTED PARLIAMENTS, UNBIASSED AND © 
UNBQOUGHT ELECTIONS, AND AN EQUAL REPRESENTATION 
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and unconſtitutional. 


worthy citizens may, as honeſt 
onable and ſenſible manner, lay 


A ppt 
5 lter Ity-—— : 
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the reſſection, that though their inferiors in rank and fortune, 
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the laws that bind him; but how is the peaſant, che mechanic; 
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the manufacturer, to obtain chat neceſfary knobvledge-his 
time fully employed in labouring hard- to provide a Teanty meal 
and perempt ry dema ands of ſurly tax-gatherers? He has no 
leiſure for Tac intricate political reſearches; and even was he, 
by ſtealing that leiſure from his labour or his ſleep, to acquire 
the deſired inſight, ftill with ſpirits depreſſed by his ſufferings, 
with fears encreaſed by the clamorous threats of the penſioned 
all-devouring locuſts in office, the ſore oppreſfed” ſubject feels 
the remedy to be far out of his Neeb, und" dran the conſe- 
quetice of Join even "ſuppoſed to 'know how greatly he is 
wronged.—-Such being the forlorn ſituation of "three-fourths 
of the nation, how are Britons to obtain information and re- 
dreſs? Will the Court, will Miniſtry afford either? Will 
Parliament grant them ? Will the Nobles or the Clergy eaſe 
the people's ſufferings? | No. Experience tells us, and pro- 
_ clama ations confirm it, that the intereſt and the intention -of 
n combined to keep the nation in torpid ignorante! 
ä The only reſource then, friends and fellow. eitizens, will be 
found in thoſe ſocieties which, inſtituted with a view to the 
public good, promote a general inſtruction of our rights as men, 
| Expoſe the abuſes of thoſe in power, and point out the only 
conftitutional, the only effectual means, of forwarding a public 
_ Inveſtigation, and obtaining a complete redreſs for 2 people, in 
whoſe credulous good nature originatc-! their preſent diffi- 
We will not hurt your feelings by a minute detail of our 
common grievances: you cannot be ignorant, friends and fellow- 
ſufferers, how generally power, place, penſion, and title, are 
the "rewards of men whole ſervices to the Court have been of 
the greateſt prejudice to the country. Lou painfully feel the 
conlequences---encreaſed taxes, a great part of which are moſt 
vilely ſquandered; a heavy national debt, begun with a deſign 
of forming a powerful and monied Court Party, commued with 
nearly the ſame view unto its preſent enormous bulk, and from 
its commencement militating againſt our liberties. Too viſible 
are the numerous encroachments on our rights, too common the 
infolence of office, the vecality of magiſtracy, the perverſion of 
the laws, the letting: loofe the military on every occaſion, and 
thoſe occaſions eagerly ſought; © The ſubject's complaints de- 
rided==-the one part of the nation turned into ſpies and informers 
againſt* che ochera-the - but wherefore more? Js here not 
r Von | IR - e.nouzh 


1 VhEICoff? it SGH & It 2 
| 9 to 3 beyond : 2 e that te we you RY 160 
conſtitution, the + roxy laws, the Ach government, we are in 
fact ſlaves? 22 #5. e 7s ** innen 5711 #+- 935 0 15 Ain 
it Fet, . numerous wy are our grievances, and 
cloſe rivetted as weighty the ſnackles on our freedom, reform 
one abuſe, and the others will all. diſappear: if we once regain 
an annually elected Parliament, and, that, Farliamany to, be fairly 
| Choſen: by all, the people will again, ſhare in the government 
of their country, and their then unbought, unbiaſſed ſuffrages, 
muſt undoubtedly ſelect a majority of honeſt members; while 
the very few unſound ones that may accidentally obtain ſeats, 
will, from the conſideration of their annual dependence. on the 
"people, think it highly adviſeable to continue the, diſguiſe that 
procured them their election, and at laſt wear the maſk. of 
;honeſty---a maſk neither at all times e nor at. _ Na 
worn in a ſeptennial Parliament. 
Let no man imagine himſelf. A in the e 
reform let no one think fo meanly of his ſituation or abilities, 
as to ſuppoſe his coming forward will be of no ſervice to the 
cauſe of Liberty] Numbers, union, and perſeverance, muſt 
in the end be crowned with ſucceſs, while compared with the 
imall efforts of each individual, aſſociating and therehy coun- 
tenancing the demand of the nation to be reſtored to its con- 
ſtitutional rigs how great will pe the e in | 
therefrom { 5 
% An hopes Parliament]... 1 es IE aA e 
An annual Parliament! i 12 
A Parliament wierein each individual, will have 927 repre- 
lentative! Tr" 1+ 
| 5 then ſhould we ſec our Liberties e the Preſz free, 
he Laws ſimplified, Judges unbiaſſed, Juries, independent, 
needleſs places and penſions retrenched, immoderate ſalaries 
reduced, the public better ſerved, taxes diminiſhed, and the 
neceſſaries of life more within the, reach. of the poor; youth 
better educated, priſons leſs crowded, old age better provided 
for, and ſumptuous, feats at the Grpenge, of NE. ine Pars 
leis frequent. 
Look not upon, ahis. Her, e 48 an . 
viſion, but rather let us together take a calm and reaſonable 
review of ſuch an honeſt, Parliament, allembled---let us in idea 
curtail their ſeſſion unto even the ſhort duration of, three 
months in one ycar, or ſixty- four meetings for doing the annual 
buſineſs of the nation —ſtill tive, hundre honeſt men, meeting 
fixty-four times, with both intention and capacity to ſerve 
their country, mult do ſomething, muſt employ. their time 3 
. fomchow. * Conteltcd elcRions none, or very few, ang foon . 
| | x determined I 
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5 FFV 
determined party debates none, the intereſt of the people 
being one- long ſpeeches much , diminiſhed---honeſt men 
ſeeking reaſon, not oratory- no placemen in the Senate, cor- 
rüipt influence dies away, and with it all tedious} obſtinatez 
miniſterial oppoſition, to meaſures calculated for the public 
ood. Deteſting chicanery, oppteſſion, and injuſtice of every 
Fin this honeſt Parliament, finding that the laws wanted fim-: 
lification arid arrangement, would ſet about it, however de- 
ſtructive their labours might prove to the ſordid intereſt of an 
ambitious Judge, à proſtituted Councih a packed Jury, or a 
vile herd of Pettifoggers, Trading Juſtices, Bailiffs, or 


Runners. f Dig int iz ics 
Finding that a moſt extraordinary waſte of public money had 
taken plate under the different pretences of Places, Penſions, 
Contracts, Armaments, Subſidies, Secret Service Money, &c. 
our honeſt and annual Parliament would, after narrowly ſeruti- 
ine the ſame, retrench every ſum needleſsly or wickedly laid. 
out. ” 1 | C 
Recalling to their mind that wiſe and wholeſome proviſion of 
the r2th of William III. Chap. 2. enacting, that A. 5 
Privy 


the people could then, at all times, diſcover who were their , 
friends, and who their foes. e kan an eto 


diſtreſſed family with an encreaſed quantity of bread, out of the 
| no graz ing a Cow, two 

or three Sheep, or a brood of Geeſe there. 

With deteftation would that Parliament view any man en 


1 


In the firſt feſſion of Parliament ſo elected, dependent only on 


vicded by er miniſtry, and uninfluenced but 
| Roles fy lic good. Wt tranſaction would tend to reform, 
And a BGA | 
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dener ag, would kght Ae objects as beſt wicht relieves. 
the poor ; this, to the people, would prove an advantageous and 
2 . and, to an honeſt TaxhammenGs 065 t 
one. 2110 ie du! 1 We 1 
W biden hy Britons, friends, _ . — 4 x A 
and heart unite, claim hat is your right, perſevere, and be free; 
for zyho ſhall dare withſtand our juſt demands? Oppreſfion, al- 5 
ready trembling at the voice a individuals, will rink away 
and diſappear 705 ever, when the nation ted en * its l. 
| Yileges, and mg their reſtoration. "oy 
17 ere 117 Order, 5 
Winter 10 deine JI. Mancak Or, 88 
11 T. HARDY, Secretarx. 
Orderes, that he © Sense this Society do tranſmit. copies 
of the j to all the dei in n ge, engaged i in; wel 
Sn 


E be Augud, 1792. 97 ee wits Won * 
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Society for Conſtitutional Information, March 25 1794. 


Reſolved, That the following Addreſs. be ſent to Melt Mes, 
Palmer, Skirving, Margarot, and Gerald, __ | 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW-CITIZENs, | og 

Although | we have been hitherto filent, yet we ho Ta no 
means been the unconcerned ſpectators of your conduct an ſuf- 
fefings. We have ſeen and approved of your exertions for your 
country's happiness -w have marked with honeſt indignation | 
every ſtep that your enemies have taken to bring you to-your © 
preſent fiteation!- 'Your enemies are the enemies of public 
liberty. —the men who are conſpiring againſt the happineſs of 
mankind.” The eauſe in which you are embarked, and to which 
you have borne #n honourable teſtimony, is worthy of every æx- 
ertion, and its importance to the world to gear to expect _—_ | 
_ coltiphihment' withvut' oppoſition. ö 

The hiſtory of liberty, for abe Abe. you are de 
long and unmerited exile, will afford, in the preſent —— 
that conſolation that former martyrs to the ſame cauſe have ex! 
perienced---the conſolation that you' will hot, you cafizot; ſuffer 
in Vain. - ; "23 Ky 21 9201207 nw} 37) 1. 2 100 

Men ay Herith; but — will prevail; Veicher pe of 
nor „ nor death itſelf, can _ in ure the progreſs 


ker 
of theſe principles, which” involve. the Seueral bapptnen of” 
man. 610 DA ft. 2 1009 2 
While, chetelbre W bete ey ier“ to bamamtey ien - 
ing what you have already endured, and with anxious hearts an- 
ticipate the perils to which you may be expoſed in a bafren and 
uncultivated country, yet we can rejoice ttt the fources of ap- 
pineſs are limited to no place, but are as extenſive” as the d 
minion of God. Under the protection of that Great Bein 
may you at al} times _—_ all derer feel Ge! PlealuroUnt: ariſes - . 


* from conſcious integriy ) E 


Fellow-Citizens, we aſſure you; that _ memory of wor v vir 
tues ſhall never be effaced from our breaſts; the cauſe for which 
you have ſtruggled is a glorious cauſe. The world that has wit- 
neſſed your exertions ſhall witneſs ours al. 

A full and fair repreſentation of the people of Great Britain 
we ſeek with all the ardor of men and Britons ; for the fake of 

Which we are not only ready to act with vigour and- unanimity, 
but, we truſt, prepared alſo to ſuffer with conſtancy. 

Our beſt wiſhes will ever attend $99; and we do believe, that 
the day is not very diſtant when we ſhall again receive you on the 
Brine ſhores, the welcome children of a Hoo and happy country... 


B 5 order of the 1 8 


Tetter, Auel I 655 April, 17 45 *. LP Thomas Pip Palner, 
Spithead ; addreſſed to the Dairman 5 the Society 4, ee f 


ne n 


'F ELIOw-CrrIzENs, 


I have long ſince looked upon your ur ſociety with 5 
eſteem, conſidering it as the „ of and ſchool of moſt of the 
political information, which, by the bleſſing of God, has over- 
ſpread the iſland. I have been inſtrudted ; the wiſdom of your 
papers, and animated by the ſpirit of your addreſſes, That my 
conduct is approved by ſuch a ſociety, is my pride and my joy. 
Lou ſay, (and che conſideration is the ſupport of my lite, ) that 
the hiſtory of liberty will prove, by the experience of her former. 
martyrs, that ſufferings in her cauſe, cannot be in vain. That 
wo Av ſufferings may not be in vaing, I ardently wiſh that the eyes 

countrymen were open, not only to the Wogan and de- 
2 ſentence,. but, to the alarming meaſures by which 
it was brought about. My Jury, was three times packed by b 
ſervants of the Crown before it fat upon me, 
anos. by Ge Shari” x ITED n OY ind 
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diy che 1 WY in ſecond, by the Crown agent, Lord 1 
<a c. at Edinburgh; and, f in the third, by the Juſticiary Lords, 
E whoa tried Bis: cauſe... Theſe, laſts arbitraxily appoint the (fifteen 
2 particular perſons who are to fit upon the we The ſtrongeſt 
jections are e „ a8 the Lords 8 are the judges of the 
yalidizy of, tham. A majority of the fifteen, condemns... 
therefore, 10 0 with their all-extenſive influence, can in 
| | theſe countries fi 4920 eight ſervile tools ſubſervient to their 
j views, the — — liberties, the lives. of all Sgatland, are at 
| their mer Trial. wi condemnation. Ihe ſentence is appointed 
X WIS by the miniſter, and mine was known, a full week at 
Edinburgh before i 35 was uttered. They, can ruin, or even murs 
der, whom they pleaſe. This infamous robbery of the firſt right 
2 Engliſhmen, a trial by Jury fairly choſen, I have endeavoured 
ſet forth in a letter to the editor of the, Morning Chronicle, 
PRE October or Noyember, of the date (if I remember rightly.) 
of the 22d or 27th, of which I — avow myſclf the author; to 
which I beg leave to draw the attention of. the 6 Hocker for Cone 
ſtitutional Information FO „ 78910 
dan Fellow-Citizens.. - a 1814 ba 
I am, with reſpeR and eſteem, &d1-hoogot 1 
n Your ng brother, + (ot 
| | FT. F. PALMER: 
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| Letter dated Abril 17th, 179435 , RE I. Shirving,, Sth 
Tranſport, Spithead, addreſſed to ive e of * n 
eee, Society. 


Ma. PrzSIDENT, . 


Permit me, Sir, to affure you, and the refpeStabls Conflitu- 
tional Society, that the very conſoling addreſs, received agree- 
ably to their reſolution of the 28th ult. has excited in me, as alſo 
in the hearts of each of my fellow-martyrs for the important 
cauſe of univerſal ſuffrage and annual Parliaments, the moſt 
lively ſenſations of gratitude and eſteom. The Conftitutional 
Society was the foremoſt. of true patriots to raiſe the ſtandard 
of reform, for the purpoſe. of redeeming from the contami- 
nating and contagious influence of corruption thoſe venerable, 
but almoſt loſt principles, of the Britiſh Conſtitution, wrought 
into it by the blood and irreſiſtible energies of our forefathers, 
many of whom, rather than that theſe principles, upon which 
depend the virtue and felicity of ſociety, ſhould be loſt ſight of, 
Exhibited their high eſteem of them —— and in dun- 
geons, that all, even the moſt calious ſpectators, might be per- 
ſuaded, that the truths, for which they did not reckon even 
\their lives too oidear a aalen were ach Worthy of the jugs 
| 7 255 Ait 2 1 
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judiced inveſtigation of all. Your remark, Sag ful,” 
ys ds vm fo . 4 14 44th et3t 57 TE itt ar? mo Tarte TY | - >, 
and it is very thing to) us ges ve de not; we cannot fulfer 
for ſuch à cauſe in vain.” -The reſentment” of dur enemies, 


driving them into ſuch abſurd meaſures towards men againſt 


whom vice of any kind is not even alledged, muſt haye moved, 
in every unprejudiced mind, the reſtleſs queſtion W hy ? W Y 
are men, who ſeek the improvement of their ecies, throw 
with felons into dungeons ? And full information muſt follow 
fincere enquiry, and at length convert all to the fide" of truth 
and righteouſneſs. I therefore chearfully canſent te far es 
promote the general good. Rafe , One 


are as having, prematurely at leaſt, expoſed out- 
ſelves to the neceflity of ſealing; by our ſufferings, the cauſe 


wwe would promote. If, in this caſe, we have erred, I will rea- 


dily take the Whole blame, as having ſtrained every nerve to 


preſs forward the meaſure of a Genera! Convention, as being 
the only means to avert impending ruin. I ſought to arouze 


and alarm my countrymen to conffder their extreme danger. 


I feared, that the neceſſity for ſuch affociation would be on us 
before we were prepared for it. Befides, what meaſure could 
poſſibly intereſt ſo much the public enquiry? What has fo 
much encreaſed public information? It excited counter aſſo- 


_ ciations, and cauſed every man to ſee, who were on the fide of 


\ 


mankind from their idle dream of ſecurity, They regard not, 


rruth, and who were on the ſide of corruption. It expoſed" the 


ſelfiſh and intereſted deſigns of the one, and the unfeigned pro- 
ſecution of the public good by the other. I ſpeak fo with the 
greater confidence before a ſociety that 'muſt' have marked the 
progreſs of information fo long under their own auſpices. Vou 
mult know, that this progreſs, the exciting the gary of the 
public, has been more extenſively effected during the laſt year, 

than during the ten preceding ones. The cauſe” was the Ge- 


neral Convention. The terror and hatred of miniſtry to it 


proves the truth. Who then would have refuſed even his life, 
to have been inſtrumental in promoting ſo much good), 
Tour explicit approbation of our conduct has prompted this 


| ſelf-exultation. forgive, therefore, my freedom. I may be 


miſtaken. Ihe important revolution in human affairs, to which 
every | Chriſtian looks with anxious hope, may be yet diſtant. 


If it is, tyranny may ſtill triumph. But God forbid” it. It 


would theft be better to die than to liye, But, though I hope 
the reverſe, I Know, as you: juſtly obſer ye, chat the importance 
of the cauſe of freedom is too great to the world, to expect its 
'accomplithment: without oppoſition,“ and the oppoſition of de- 
ſpairing hore ij will be dreadful, it will be deſtructive. And 
hy? Becauſe nothing but its ruining laſt ſtruggle will rouze 


they 


Fu | is FAY {. "JE | 2 | 11135 ni 2 2 
ee Jos. e e, They i. 
ee and hence it overtakes them dee pen 


| | er of: — 
— | rocal kind wnication, the union of hearts, 
1 2 of meaſures which > have. been ſole —— ae 


N 3 3 
wich the Lia = hop which, ou haye vouchſafed by ig, 
2222 addreſs, that ** with 2 ethren, | bare a Per in-ybur 


on; is not very diſt you will ain receive us on | Britiſh 
72 CY happy people.” 
When, indeed, it ſhall e that aur enemies are 
ih the enemies of public liberty, the men who co ired againſt 
ther happineſs of mankind.” oe though the mighty are com- 
4 _ bined, though they ould fo far prevail as to ſcatter utterly, in 
their vain apprehenſion, the friends of truth, the principles of 
itz which. are already eftabliſhed, is the «ſtone cut ut without 
hands, and ſhall become a great mountain, aud. fill the Whole 
earth; for He who firſt commanded the light to thine ww of 
_ darkneſs, is its Almighty Patron. f 
ge aſſured, my dear brethren, that I hare heady ee '$ 
the , pleaſures of conſcious. integrity; and can reflect, with the 
2 ſatis faction, that I was influenced, in all my exertions 
For the cauſe, of reform, by that benevolence Which I. wouli 
Sh cultivate as the principle of every Kind vf human . 
Wi ſentiments of the moſt unfeigned eſteem. and reſpeQ,.. 
Rey 4 am, your ſincere well-wiſner, 
W. SKI VIN S. 


* Letter fret Thimaz Muir, on beard 457 1 Tranſport, to 
| the London FRO fe ny e vari dated Fr? 


5 , 24, 1794. a ; 0 M1 hs 3 "Xe . 1 


That the Piri of freedom, is not extin led, but ſtill retains 
its former energy, in defiance of the artifiges and of the viglence 
of deſpotiſm, is an Object of high conſdlatian to my mind., 1 
| aged in the ſacred _ of man, individual man is 8 5 9 5 
| T e value; and, in Seel of 4 — when he 5 lects | 
5 contemplates the principles o duct, mould gi dain to m ihe 
5 uſe of * term luffering. wider Vain afiec on Ta Ta | 

| I 


aim 


= 


ſimp 
involve him in guilt. I am 


T. 0s 1 


5 diſchaim the — of extraordinary merit. The n man who 
has acted in obedience to the lay of his on conſcience; has 


ly difeharged his duty, and the contrary ſuppoſition” would 


abilities more powerful, but not with hearts more honeft, after 
having atchieved-what I could not accompliſh, would, with the 


ſame ſilent ſcorn, have regarded each Arcen n co ſhackle 
= und to repreſs: the free · born mind. 


Vour preceding exertions, in — to procure 4 lr re- 
profietation of the people in Parliament, have been meritorious. 


They are a ſolemn and ſure pledge of their future continuation. 


In proportion to the number and to the rapidity of thoſe tremen - 
dous ſcenes which daily in ſueceſſion paſs before the eye, all, all 


of them deriving their exiſtence from this violation of our con- 


ſtitutional rights, let your endeavour in procuring a rectification 


of what is wrong be encreaſed; confident you will obtain the 
Being _ * i 2. is the co re of 117 | 


bleſſing vo that 
nn 
| Tuomas luis. "4 


* TY 
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y 22 W at 2 ie W to the members: 


of the Society for Conſtitutional Information, to peruſe two 


1 1 Sermons of the Rev. J. H. Williams, preached at the 
ublic Faſts of 1793 and 1794, as productions of e ee 
the ſociety came to the as reſolution: . 
f London, April 250 1794. 
il Reſolved, 'That the grateful thanks of this 12. Bad to 
ths Rev. J. H. Williams, Vicar of Wells Bourn, Warwicks 


6] ſhire, for the publication of his two ineſtimable Sermons on tlie 
Public Faſts, of April, 1793, and February, 17904. The doe- 


trines and ſentiments which they contain are in perfect uniſon 
with the principles of this ſociety, and we truſt that the motives. 


and ſprings of action which he recommends will ever be found to 
W. "Goety bur conduct. 


. 5 Fe. order of the Society, | 
e eee s P. Ah, Secretary.” 


* as for - Confitutiona unde May 2, 1 704. 


Tais being the anniverſary of the ſociety, upwards of tres 
hundred dine n at the Crown and Atthor Tavern, in the 
Strand, John harton, Eſq. M. P. in the Chair---Stewards, 
Thome Thompſon; M. P. John "Chatfield, John Belleſden 
Gawler, Robert Kai ght, Geor e Wingfield Sparrow, eremiah 
Joyce, 1 Willtande, John Pearſon, Arthur Blake, Aham 


bh L dete Wade Charles Goring, John Binkam, 
Vor.1 1 1 » 28 2 


perſuaded, that many of the 
men whom I now addreſs, in à ſituation leſs circumſeribed,. With 
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And b ; 
ayed 1 Mi popular tunes "of Ch 152 the Carm a, 
the dhe Marte 955 arch, 25 Democtat, and a new piece of » 's 
called The Free Conſtitution.  * 11111 
After dinner the e ee were given with un- 


b applauſe: | : 
e ieder of mann N WO Ni _ & w\ 


4 4 Abe andren A 
| a The fwis f England th cable of Scotland, and th | 
” wwretches of Ireland. : | 

4. Equal laws and liberty. : þ 
: {4 May deſpotiſm be trodden under the hooß ik the ſwiniſh | 
_ multitude. | 


| 6 T mi contending for liberty. ; 
iſdom, firmneſs, and unanimity to t the Patriotic So- | 
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Bt in Great Britain. 3 
8. The reign of peace and liberty Wo 
A Citizen then roſe, and in a ſhort ſpeech dbſoract, that the © 
| Stewards ſeemed to have forgotten in their lifts of toaſts a perſon 2 
who had done more than almoſt any man towards th reign of 
3 and liberty. He would, therefore, propoſe. as a foaſt, Lord 
- An _-— STEER was Kopot that inſtead of Lan Stanhope 


| ,. Citizen Stanhope ſhould be drank, which Was wer ar with un- 
+ _. - bounded applauſe. FN 

| 9. May the public 7 revenue never be applied to purpoſes of il 
| corruption. J 
| „ia THe victims to ah cauſe of liberty fuffering under the 1 
ſientences of the Court of Juſticiary. 1 
F. 11. Archibald Hamilton Rowan and the Nee Ireland. * 
| 12. The perſecuted patriots of England. 2 


{ . 13. May the abettors of the preſent war be its ns. 
28 14. The Chairman; and ſucceſs to his exertions in the cauſe 
-| Mr. Wharton thanked the S&mpany for their marked approba- | 

| tion of his conduct, and pledged himſelf. to continue his efforts 
in. the cauſe of liberty. He then ſaid, be. would f as a | 


1 — 1 5. That has cad friend 4 liberty, John e To | 3 
| Mr. Tooke ſaid, he hoped it would be the laſt time his health 1 
would be drank; his ambitiqn Was, that hereafter his memory *t 
- ſhould be given. 5 1 
1806. May all abe be thoſe ee t all laws 
| Thoſe of the people. ̃— “Ä 1 


Dy Do * 1 ; F 
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gore our prayers, our cauſe be le 
hen orphans cry, when babes n. 
Wben widows WCePy, canſt thou une 


+ Hoop red and 3 Lene TER „ 

- Scourges with war our guilty and: oP 1 a. 
thy flaming vengeance = „ 

And frem her deep foundation, reels. 


4 * 


„ er deere bleed like mighty veins 3: . 4 = "Ip | 
Her towns are aſhes, graves her plain 
Slaughter her groaning vallie 
06 N erf d m 


0 Thos! whoſe and width can 1 
Wo. raging waves, the raving wind 

ts tame, break down the bab, 
Nag foreheads beat the * 
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"Mite "AY Hike arm, 9 King of Kings] 5 3 
That arm alone army brings; 5442 
e neck arm, which broke 


That; won. 
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on every „ 
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t truth e. let diſcord ceaſe 


Speak, and the world thall ſmile in peace 1 
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i | | Refolved, That FE Society apprbve the ſentiments” co 

"Ub *. the ſerious lecture deliyered to the Conſtitutional Society 

E 7 pearls on the 28th of month, and earneſtly Rv Wd 

- 3 of al: who think civil and, religious bb a 
| dieſin 


8 ived, That the commanding a Seneca faſt, for the pure | 
„ poſe of imploring the Divine Father of Mercy and Seace to 
|. | ſupport and proſper us in the horrid act of deliberately deſtroying 
our fellow-creatures, is repugnant to the true ſpirit and prin- 
| Ciples of Chriſfianity, where we are commanded to pray for our 
F . enemies, &c. and further, conſidering that a great p a pA of the 

people are unacquainted with the nature of the preſent war, 
Sit as to its juſtice or neceſſity, (ever endeavour being uſed. 
to keep them ignorant of the real principles and deſign for 
which it was comimenced,) to approach any to ſupplicate the 
OmnisCIEnNT PowER, under ſuch circumſtances, and for ſuch 
A purpoſe, mult indeed be dreadful, ſince knowfedge and con- 
viction ate wanting.--- The worſe than hypocritical hearts of 
thoſe who are che authors of ſuch a meaſure, although, they at 
prefent impoſe upon the ignorant and eredulons, by fuch | 
* teſtable, ſuch Aae ſhew of devotion, cannot eſcape the 
| chaſtiſement of that Power whom they thus inſult, a and 8 

whole judgement there is no appeal. 2 
„ Honor, 3 


* 7 | 4 v Bo 0 — 5 * WP 
Secirty for. Comflicutional Information. 1 


ned 


* 


; 1 Mlalrch 27, 1704. 
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Reſolved, That the Secretary of this Society be directed to 
write to the “ Friends of Peace and Reform?” at Sheffield, and 
to aſſure them, that this Society views with pleaſure their Ready 
exertians to obtain a. fair repreſentation of the people of Great 
Britain in Parkament, and the proper meſhes 2 my 
have taken to employ uſefully tboſe rv hie 
pointed or ppc faſts. 
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